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The Furst and Second Volomes of the present pab- 

licatiou, of which the plan is to trace the coarse of 
the Venetian Power torn its earliest rise to a period 
when the Constitution of the Bepublic was perfected, 
and her prosperity was at its zenith, are based on 
Tlic History of the Origin and Rise of the llepnhlic of 
Venice, 2 Tols., 1858. The text has now been entirely 
recast, and in nnmeroas instances rewritten; its errors 
of commission and of omission have been rectified 
whereTer they were detected ; and while many details, 
which seemed ou consideration to be of muior interest 
and Talne, have been ezpongedi large additions of an 
important character have been introdnced. No labour 
has been ^ared to render these Venetian Annals as 
complete as possible. The first and second volnmes 
are rather a new work than a new edition. Of the 
former issae of Vols. I. and II. a Tery limited impres- 
sion was taken ; and many copies were distributed 
among Mends, or went abroad. 

The text of the ensuing pages is founded to a 
principal extent on the archives of Venice, Vienna, 
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and London, and on contemporaiy Bources of infor- 
mation. It will be found that they contain many 
Btatcments tending to controvert certain received 
notions respecting the Venetians, The French school 
of wi-iters has had its day, and truth may now be 
allowed to prevail* The Me^lic can bear ike tesL 

The disooyeiy of innnmerable documents, some of 
which have been embodied with the Archivio Storico 
ItaUanOi and others with the Docnmentaiy Histoiy of 
Eomauin,* has not only thrown an entirely new hght 
on the Annals of Venice, bat has imparted an entirely 
new character to her pohcy and civiUzation. Now at 
lengthy when her Histoiy has been elucidated, the 
BepnbUo claims a foremost, perhaps the first, rank 
among the European Powers of a passed age. It 
was not merely in constitational scienoe that she took 
the lead, but in literature, architecture, mechanical 
appliance^ and almost eveiy other branch of libend 

and humanizing knowledge. The proceedings of the 
Senate and the Decemvirs, and the Statates of the 
State Inquisition, are now accessible to all ; the most 
secret transactions of her most secret Councils are 
laid bore; and the Bepublic is absolutely a gainer by 
the revelations which they afford ! 

* Storia Documentata di Veneziot da & BomaniA. Veaensk e Vienna, 
8yo. (still in progress). 
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It has been the object of the Author rather to 
yinstrate Tenetiaii OiTiUzatioii in itsKise and Frogreas, 
than to expatiate ou sieges and battles, or to enter 
into diplomatic detail. From a fear of swelling the 
bnlk of the volumes, he has contented himself for the 
most part with simple zeferanoes to the sources of 
information, without converting the foot-notes into a 
controversial arena. 

For the Oenend History of Italy he has nsed 
largely Muratori's Asnali dItalia, 12 vols.» 4to., 
1768, which are based npoa the Benm ItaUGonm 
Seriptoresy and are consequently of high value, though 
presenting occasional inaccmades. But he has also 
employed a considerable number of works, especially 
of a critical or biographical kind, unknown or in- 
accessible to Mnratori ; such are : — 

1. Domenigo Tino, De Electiotie Domini Diminici 
Silviif Dtieis Fen^rum, a.d. 1071. 

2. The Lives of — 

Filippo Scolari, 
Bartolomco Valori, 
Bernardo Giugui, 
Agnolo Acdaioli, 

Alfonso, King of Arragon and 
Naples, 

Lureuiio liidolh, ' 



Areh. Star, 
Ital, iy« 
1843. 
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8. Memorie che possotw servire alia Vita ili VeUor 
Pisam, NobUe Veneto (anon«) : yeii«zia» 1767.^ 

4. Assedio di Zara, a.d. 13^G (anou.), printed for 
the fiist time bj the Abb6 MoreUi in MonummU Vene- 
ziani di varia LeUerattara, 1796. 

5. I Due Foscari : Memorie storico-cntiche, da Frau" 
eeseo Berlm, Veneziano, Tozino, 1852. 

6. Jl Conte Francesco di Cariiuujmh: Memorie- storko* 
eriHchs da Berlan, Vmeziano. Torino, 1855, 

7. Promissioiw del Doge Enrico Dandolo, a.d. 1192; 
Arch. Sior. Ital. App. 29, 1858. 

8. All the Nozze Publications ; and many otheis of 
a critical or compilatoxy kind."^ 

The work of B. Bomanin alone throws a flood of 
light upon the subject. 

It was at one time the intention to hare adopted 
throughout the Venetian foima of names, both as 
bemg more characteristic, and as illustrating certain 
tei-mmal affinities with the English and Montenegrin 
idioms. But the absence of any consistency on the 

* A volume of confddcrable rc«<^nrrh, though not invaria])ly rcliul)lc. 

* 1. Delle Memorie Venete Antiche libri tre^ da GiambattiBta Gallidolli. 

Ven. 1795: 8 vol*. 

2. PrincipH deUtt Storia CMm deUa BspMUca H FoMCiB, da VetCor 
Siadi, NoUle Yeneto. Venttia, 1755-72 : 9 Tolt. 

8. Storia Civile e Politica del CommtTcio de' Veneziani, dft Oulo 
Antonio Marin, Patrizio Vencto. Yenezia, 1 798-1808 : 8 vol^. 

4. Memorie Storieo-cntirhe de Verteti Frimi e Secondi, da vTacopo 
FiliaeL Padova, 1811-14 : 7 vols. &c. &c. 
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part of Ydnetiaa wiiteis in this respecti or of any settled 
erthograpLy, led to the abandonment of this design. 

No nation has done more toward writing its own 
History^ or has written it with less bias and more 
ability, than the Venetian. There is no alluaion here 
to Babellico and his co-HistoziogEapherS| or to the 
critical prodnctions of a later epoch. Bnt the names 
ci Johannes Sagominos,^ Martino da Canale/ the 

author of the Cnmaea Akkate,^ Marco / 

Andrea Daudolo* and his three contemporaries, the 
Chancellor Bafibello OaieBUio/ Nicolo Tre^isano,^ one 
of the Chiefe of the Ten, and Lorenzo de Monacis/ 
historian, ambassador, and poet; Gioyanni Bembo,^ 
Donato and Gasparo Contarini; Bernardo, Pan- 
crazio,^^ and Pietro Giustiniani;" Gioyanni Tiepolo; 
Paolo and Antonio Morosini, Nicob Zeno," Pietro 
Dolfino,'* Gio. Giacomo Caxoldo, Secretary of the 
Ten,^ Marino, the son of Leonardo Sanndo,^ Andrea 

* (^hnnncon Vrnehim Vetiistiitsimum^ nd nmmvi 1008. Ven. 1765. 

■ Cronaca VejietOf ad annum 1276 (begun in 1267); Arch. Sior. Ital.ym, 

* ArelL Stor, M, Tiii., and/uxta CoiHeem Drudmrnm^ ibid. y. 

* Areh,8ior.M,ii^ Tbisirark ww wiitten tboot 129S. 

* Apud Murat. xii. * Ibid. ^ Cronaca TVeotMHMl MS» 

* Ckrmicon dc Eehm^ Gestis Venetis (Add. M88. Brit. Mus. 8574). 

* Apud Jlurat . xii. De Origine Venetorum^ fol. 1492, ad urmnm 809. 
" De Pneciaru Oestia Veneia ArutocntuB Uber (1006-1454). 

Yen. 1527. 
» m^hHa di VtmeHa (King's IC^a 148). 
M Cromkade^fatH Veneti, 1557. 

" Annali Veneii (KipflTl MSS. 149). » lUd. Ko. 147. 

Mont xzii. 
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Navagiero, ' and numerous anonymous clironiclers, 
whose contributions to the historical hterature of 
thdr ooimtry stiS remain in MS. and miidentified — 
contradict the loose assertion that the early Venetians 
were peculiarly remiss in preserving their National 
Becords. 
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HOls.^ Their dominion comprehended thirty-five cities, 

counting one million five liuudrcd thousand inliaLitants, 
who were laiown and feared by the neighbouiing peoples 
as the nncoirapted scions of a hardj race* An obscure 

* Qinaeppe Hieali (/loKa aMiiti U Dmmo dei Somam, toL i. p. 81 
ttteq,y 
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but precious tradition taught the Ycncti to believe 
that their foreiathers, under the guidance of the famed 
Anteaor, lenonnciDg the hope of retam to their natiTe 
land after the fall of Troy, had penetrated into the 
genial regions of Italy, where they found a large but 
disiinited nation, which soon either conrted their Mend- 
ship, or wore their yoke* The new comers gradually 
acquired the art of navigation, the mode of rearing 
beesy and of cultivating vines and ohves, which grew 
rapidly in a rich and Inxoriant soil. Their poverly 
guai-ded their virtue : theii* virtue prescn ed their power. 
The produce of the salterns and. fisheries, on which the 
Veneti mamly sabeistedy also formed the germ of an 
extenstre commerce with Britain and the adjacent 
islands. The colonists successively reduced beneatli 
their sway the varioas ports situated on the Gulf of 
Adria; they at last presumed to dispute with Rome 
herself the sovereignty of the seas ; their intrepKUty 
even carried them so far as to encounter, in more 
than one regular engagement, the victoriona aims of 
Jnlins Cflasar, who experienced, at the hands of those 
bold iiiid adroit liiarmtrs, fullv as deteiinined a resist- 
ance as had been offered by the ^dui and Helveti; 
and when Yenetia yielded, in the lapse of tune, to the 
prowess of the Consular legions, the conquered temtoiy 
was accounted the finest province of the Boman 
empire.' 

• Cicens in one of fau Phflippica, calb Vcnetift Jh$ Italia et oma^ 
mtH^pojndt Honumi. " H paese deT Veneti," lays Pormalconi (JVaw- 
^osunw, ToL ii. p. 17), " ftnnaTft k piik Tasta fift U itgtoiii d'ltaliA, 
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The Yeneti of the age of CsBsar may be regarded 
as a people whose disposition was warlike and en- 
ierprizing, among whom the arts of civilized life 

flomislied in more than an ordinary degree, and who 
possessed a knowledge of navigation and a skill in 
naval architecture which was not common at that 
day. That the reduction of the Veneti was not 
accomplished by the Romans without great dilhculty, 
we have the testimony of the Cammntaries themselves. 
Dion Cassias emphatically states^ that it was only by 
taking advantage of the careless contempt which the 
barbarians entertained for the Homan navy that 
the Bepuhlic was enahled to effect her ohject, and 
the probabihty seems to be, that the Yeneti were 
among the last of the Gauls who submitted to the 
arms of Csesar. ^ 

The description of the smaller vessels in nse among 
the Veneti of the Boman period corresponds in a 
manner which is somewhat stiiking, with that of a 
modem gondola. Their men-of-war and merchant- 



Le sue terrc crano fertilissime di prodotti, abbondavano di grcgge, e di 

a fiune mouione, rapprcaentano 
i Yeneti eome una DABone Uliistre» tntiehiaauiia, ricca di prodiuooni ddUa 

terra, e florida pi r le sue mani&ttiue e pel mo commerdo.'* 

' "Sctl barbari diim navium (Romanamm) odguitatem atquc infiimi- 
tntciii contcinptui liabcut, supcrati suut.^*— Zfwl* RomtmOt lib. Xiuiz, 

p. 1 09 ct saj. 

' Strabo (vol. i. p. 195) is clearly in error in stating that the conquest 
of the Yeneti was achieved with ftcility. Dion CSasduB {ubi supra) say a : 
** Erant eum Yenetonim urbeB in lods mtuxi tnmiitis ataev nt &cil^ adiri 
non YH^sfic^nt. Ac ftre oDUies ooetao alloebantiir, nt ncque pedcHtri itincre 
facile adiri i)05»ent, ncqiie oaTilmi^ ob lettnm mans sabindc Indtatumque 
minoenteiuq^ue.'* 

1—2 
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men appear to haye borne no distant resemblance to 

tlic sliips wliicb yvcvc employed in the eleventh century 
by the Normans, and winch were introduced by the 
]fltter into England. The material of whieh they were 
constructed was generally oak, which the Yeneti were 
in a position to obtain in large quantitieii at incon- 
siderable cost/ 

Venetian writers have been at some pains to shew 
that their ancestors were always free ; that while the 
Veneti courted and enjoyed the friendship of Rome, 
they never wore the yoke to which all other European 
nations were eyentnaJly compelled to bow. On the 
other hand, several specious arguments have been 
employed in the attempt to prove the assertion that 
the claim of the Eepablic to absolute and immemorial 
independence had no sufficient foondation. It is well 
kno\sii that t]icrc ^\as a period when this question 
occupied a lai-gc share of attention, and when the origin 
and antiquity of Venetian freedom presented a fruitful 
theme for pamphleteers. But excepting in a histo- 
rical light, the point has now lost every element of 
attraction, and wo do not purpose to resuscitate here 
an idle and friyolous controyersy. There is the cer- 
tainty that during a considerable period of time the 
antient Veneti preserved their independence, and that 
they long constituted the predominant power in North- 
em Italy. Still it is equally certain that in the tune 
of CsBsar the hbeily of that people was successfully 

' Cmu* {De Bello Gallico^ lib. iii. sect. 34); Dioo Cassius {Uistoria 
Jlomona, libb zudz. p. 109 «^ seq.) ; Stribo (lib. ir. p. 195). 
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ijn adccl, and that they were ultimately bronpfht, hkc their 
neighbours, under the Bomon domination. Nor does the 
latter admission in any way affect pxejadidally either 
the honour or the reputation of the Republic. If it had 
been ime that the Venetians inherited their freedom, 
they might have been accounted fortunate indeed; but 
in acquiiing it, how much greater was tiieir glory ! 

In the Augustan age, Vcnctia and Istria united to 
form the Tenth liegion; under Constantine, the two 
districts were reckoned as the seyenteenth province of 
Rome.* Yenetia itself was divided, during the reign of 
the latter prince, into Prima and SL'cunda or Mdritiina, 
the lost of which had long been kno'VMi to the con- 
querors as the Gallica Faludes. Yenetia^ Maiitima 
was hounded on the east by the Adriatic, on the north 
by the Julian Alps, on the "SNest by an imaginary line 
drawn between the Adige and the Po, and on the south 
by the latter river. 

The inclining plain of Northern Italy, which verges 
continually toward the sea, is irrigated by several rivers. 
Of these, the Livenza and Isonzo take their rise in the 
Alps ; the Brenta, the Musone, the Fiave, and the Adige 
ooze from the snows of the T}to1 ; and the Po, after 
receiving the tributary waters of the Alps and the 
Apeuninesy disembogues in the-Adriatic at its western 

* HdM iAntka CtmdigioM di Vtnma, S5: Yen. 1710). 

* The etymology of this woid ftom tbui bram, cioi mim aawn € 

ancora^ pcrciocche qvantc rolte rerrai, xcmpre vedrai nuore rn^p c nfffyre 
belUize, is ^vltiiti«ical enough. (Sansovino, lib. i. p. 5.) U he dcnvntioa 
viEN i>i QUA, {"ii^^'csted in a trut published in llail. Misc. r. edit IbCMi, 
is not lc98 unfounded. 
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angle. That the strength and rapidity of the currents 
of these seyeral streams would be greatly increased by 
the sloping nature of the country through which they 
flow, is sufficiently obvious ; and it will also be easy 
to conceiTe the process by which, in their passage to 
the gulf, the force of the tide wonld loosen and remove 
the sand and mud accumulated on their shores, and 
deposit it as sediment at their respective conliu* ncos, 
which lay within a short distance of each other. This 
allnvial matter, which served to attest the aetire and 
unrestricted operations of natme in that quarter, natu- 
rally assmned, in the coarse of ages, the form of 
mounds, of lidif while many acqnired a degree of size 
and solidity which entitled them to the name of islands. 
The final result which was to be expected, however, 
from this large formation of new and artificial soil 
dose to the terra firma, was that the whole inter- 
mediate expanse of morass, or lagoouy would have 
been girded by an unbroken belt of sand, and that an 
eztenslye tract of country wonld have been permanently 
reclaimed from the ocean; and this resnlt, indeed, 
was uiily ubviated by the estuaries winch along the 
upper coast of Northern Italy were created by the 
frequent confluence of opposite currents, and which, by 
a series of winding:,' and deep channels, dinded the Udi 
at irregular intervals, at the same time affording a 
certain access to the wide and terraqueous tract which 
had now interposed itself between the true diore and the 
exterior mar^jfin of the Ailiiatic. 
It was on these narrow strips of land, ill sheltered 
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from the waves, yet protected only by tiie waves, of 

wliicli it might liavo appeared that man wonlcl hardly 
care to dispute possession ^-ith the sea-fowl, that a few 
hondzed Btsragglen^ exiles from their native soil^ were 
driven, in the fifth eentniy of om* era, by the force of 
adversity, to seek a temporary home; and on this 
muqne site the fugitives laid the foundations of the 
prond and powerM Venice, by erecting here and there 
on the lidi a few huts of mud and osiei-s. 

In the singular encroachment of the land upon the 
water which was to be observed in the conformation of 
the Venetian lagoons, and the slow creation of a firm 
soil, where before there liad been nought but hqiiid 
expanse, it is not unnatural to seek the evidence of 
preparation for things that were to come. The re- 
markable changes which had taken place during the 
lapse of ages in that part of the coast strongly point 
to the distant contemplation of a City of Befuge in the 
midst of the waves. To that end, it might seem the 
rivers had yielded up their soil, ami the nua was rolled 
back. That such extensive and continuous operations 
were directed by chance alone it may be hard to 
believe; the faith which we profess shonld teach ns 
rather to trace in them the finger of Omniscience and 
the workings of an Unseen Hand. 

We are told by Strabo that in his day the comitry 
immediately contiguous to the Gulf of Adria was 
intersected in eveiy quarter by rivers, streams, and 
morasses; Aqnileia and Bavenna were then cities in 
the marshes ; and it appears probable that, had not the 
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iiiioiuis (if llic sea been cheeked by a circmnvallation 
of dykes, the whole region would haye presented ike 
Bsped of a salt-laJke* 

The dimate of aiitient Yenetia was generally tepidi 
occasionally chilly. In the spring, the atmobjiliere was 
gratefdllj tempered by the sea-breezes; during the 
sonimer, the frequent leenir^iee of stoims cleared the 
air, and dehiged the plains ; snow was rare and tran- 
sient. The Boil was rich and fertile : it was composed 
of ashes, dost, and bitumen, yaried at certain lerels 
by layers of salt. Salt also fonned, with honey, oil, 
fish, and wine, the staple commodities of the country. 

The remote origin of the Ycneti forms a point 
of ethnological research with which the present work 
has little concern. Numerous enough are the theo- 
ries and hj^otheses which, at various periods, have 
been advanced on the subject ; yet it is one which is 
still surrounded by the greatest difficulties, and veiled 
in the deepest obscurity. There seems to be some 
plausibility, however, in the suggestion that the Yeneti 
were originally of Phoenician eztnuHion, and that a 
colony of Tyrians, passing in the course of migration 
from their native soil to Asia Minor, proceeded thence, 
in process of time, to Northern Italy, on the shores of 
which they fomed numerous settlements, and built 
several cities. These colonists were called Tyrrhenians 
or Etruscans ; they became the founders, at successive 
periods, of Spina at the mouth of the Po, and Hadria^ 

' Hieronimi Alcandri junioris de Provinciu Yenetianim, deque urbe 
Yenetuurum dwertatio. Fnblitbod bgr Mordli: Operetiet u, 2.76* 
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in its vicinity, both of which attained the hi<?hest 
degree of commercial prosperity. No vestiges of tiie 
fonner are now Tisible* The gradual deposits of 
nature haye had the effect of remoymg Hadria to a 
distance of eighteen miles from that sea on which it 
once stoody and which still bears its name. Nor has 
the dec&e been reeent* For even m the time of the 
Romans these pLw^es presented little more than the 
shadow of their former greatness. 

The names of the principal islands which were 
indebted for their existence to natural agencies, and 
which afterward united to form the city of Venice, 
were : * Grado, Bibione, Caorlo, Heracha, Equilo, Tor- 
celloy Mnrano, Bialto, Malamocco, Pelestrina, Brondoloi 
San Nicolo, Chioggia Piccola and Grande, Amiano, 
Costanziaco, Ohvolo, Bpiualonga. The extreme nor- 
therly point of the cifywas Grade; and it was from 
Grade to Capnt Aggeris (Cayarzero), at the extreme 
sonth beyond Cliioggia, tliat the Venetian people were 
summoned from the earhest times to Grado or 
Heradia for the purpose of deliberating on the national 
afiieurs. 

After the successiva fall of Spina and Hadria, three 
other cities, which had remained down to that time 
m comparatiTe obscnriiy, acquired m their torn pro- 
minence iuid celebrity. Of tliese, the most conspi- 
cuous in wealth and in industry was Aquileia. This 
place continued, for some length of time, to hold the 

* GinnhnttistA nulliciolli {Delle Mmorit Vtiteit AntiehB Libri Dns 
Vcnexu, 1795 : 9 vols.) { «i aUL 
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tot rank among tbe eities of NorUiem Italy. The 
river and maritime commerce of the Aqnileians was 

equally extensiye. Their traders penetrated by the 
Danube to Goricia and Belgiade, and perhaps even 
to Byzantiom and the Boman coloniea on &e Cun- 
merian Bosphonis and the Black Sea.^ The Po, the 
TagliamentOy the Livenza, the Adige, and the Breuta, 
were covered with their cargoes and freights. Their 
port was regarded as the general emporinm and eiUrq^t 
of that part of the peninsula. 

Other towns of leading importance at the same 
period were Padna — in the tune of Strabo a manu&e« 
taring place of some note — Bavcnna, Concordia, and 
Altino. The hitter possessed no fewer than six ports : 
Toroello, Maggiorbo» Murano, Burano^ Amiano, and 
Costanziaeo.* 

The antient port of Aquileia was a large ibknd, 
which extended along the upper margin of the salt 
lagoon to the south of Friuli. The name of that island 
was Oradm or Grado. In the palmy days of A(iuileia, 
with which it was connected by a mole of iioman 
constmctiony Grado seems to have been a place of 
some consideration. It is likely that it derived uo small 
advantage from the unceasing traffic which was main- 
tained by the Aquileians with every part of Italy. In 
the second century, or even earlier, the island foimed 
a favourite residence of the bishops of Aqnileia, who 
embellished it with orchards, pastures, vineyards, and 

* Wariii (vol. i. p. 62). 

* AlATin (toL L p. 56). Claadus of Forli {Italia JUustnUa: edit 1431). 
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olbe^groTes, aad, in conjunction mth Oapnilie, one of 
the harbours of Altino, it was frequently chosen as the 

qucorters of tlie Roman army, and the anchorage of the 
Eoman fleet. The commercial benefits which Graclo 
reeeived from its selection as a militaiy and naval 
station will be readily imagined. 

Among the Euganean Hills there was a stream called 
Bivnm Altom, or Bealtmn/ a branch of the Adige, 
which, after flowing a considerable distance along the 
skii-ts of tlio lagoon, and gi™g its name to one of the 
Adriatic islands, emptied its waters into the Gulf of 
Venice. The island, to which the Bealtmn thus gave 
its name, was destined, in later days, to become 
the site of a flourishing city, and the capital of a great 
republic. 

About seven miles to the north of Bialto, and at a 

somewhat higher level, lay a spacious island, which 
was subsequently known as Torcello. In the time of 
theBomaos, Torcello enjoyed considerable eminence. 
It was one of the ports of Altinum, the aristocracy of 
which were in the habit of rcsoiting thither in the 
Bummer season for change of air. It was fiill of gar- 
dens and countiy-houses, and it was probably the 
fiEishionable watering-place of the day. 

The wide field of inquiiy opened by the decline and 
&11 of tiie Boman empire, which has been traversed 

autl explored by so many able writers, does not come 

* **WbiGli,* obterrw Temanm (ilii«Ma jPinllB di Vnmia, p. 5), 
**eoii]d be no other then ovr Ceml Ormdi,** 



Digitize 



mSTOBT OF VENICE. 



[CIIAF.I. 



within the scope of the present work; a general 
review of the events which immediately preceded the 
sioge of Borne bj the Hons in 452» may not, howeveri 
be considered inappropriate. 

On the demise of Constauline the Great (337) , his 
extensive dominions were dividod among his three 
8on8| Constantinef Oonstantias, and ConstanB. In!^ 
858» the violent death of his two brotheFs lefl; the 
second son sole emperor. In 360, however, Constantins, 
feeling incapahle of sustaining the nndivided weight of 
a yast and sinking empire, was under the necessity of 
decorating his nephew Gallus with the purple, and of 
intnistmg to his care the Eastern provinces. But the 
feeble and odious character of the new CsBsar speedily 
procured bis deposition and imprisonment in the 
fortress of Pola, in Istria, where he died ; and by the 
decease of Constantius himself in 361, the monarchy 
devolved on Julian, called the Apostate, who again 
was succeeded, afler a reign of two years, by Jovian 
(368) . The history of Jlonic from the accession of 
the last-named prince to the final partition of the 
empue, forms a well-known page in history. The 
tcmporaiy check which the genius of Tlieodosius had 
given to the enemies of his country was more than 
noutrahzed by the imbecile timidity of Honorius, the 
selfish avarice of Plaeidia, and the half-suspected 
treachery of Stilicho. The Roman empire tittered on 
its base, when it was overturned, in 409, by the Goths 
under Alaric. 

Forty-three years later, Attila, or Etzel, king of the 
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Hnns, invadod Italy, ^ where be hoped to find and to 

conquer a rich and fecltlo jirovince, which the lioma,nB, 
disunited by faction and enervated by luxury, seemed 
mmble to protect. The savage and grotesque horde of 
warriors, of whom Attila was the general and the 
^ sovereign, proudly traced their descent from the 
pastoral tribes wbieh, two thousand years before the 
Christian era, were dwelling beyond the frontiers of 
Cliiiia. As tiic biirbarians advanced tov.'urd tlic sea, 
the whole peninsiila was laid waste and desolate ; and 
the leyel plains of Lombardy, and the Bmiling fields of 
Umbria and Lignria, became soon a prey to invadersj 
whose strange and uncouth mien was regai'ded by their 
victims with a feeling of pious horror. The maritime 
districts of Italy underwent, in their turn, a similar 
fate; and such of the inhabitants of those forlorn 
regions as had the courage and sell-possession to eflfect 
their escape^ sought shelter by a natural impulse in the 
neighbouring lagoon, where a colony of exiles gradually 
formed themselves into a littlo nation. The Paduans 
fied to Malamocco and Eialto ; the fugitive population 
of Belluno and Feltre commenced the formation of a 
settlement to which they gave the name of Hebaolu. 
In Grado, which they liad hitherto used only as a pla<;e 
of occasional resort and a trading station, the Aqai- 
leians were happy to find an asylum for their wives and 
fiamilies.* In the A(iu(b Caprulatue, eight miles from 

• Lcbcau (Hinfoirc du Bas Empire^ vol. T. p. 74 H «ej.); Hidinrt 

Ghihale den JluuJi, vol. i. part 2, ch. i. 
Bloudu8 {lUd. lUusir. eU. 1481). 
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tlieir native town of CoucurLlid, uuotlicr colon} hiid the 
foundaUon of tiie modem CAOiiLO. The inhabitants of 
Odeizo and Asolo betook ihemselyea in the extremity 
of their dlBiress to the Lido CayaUino (t90 called from 
its celebrated breed of horses) , where they became the 
founders of a city, on which they bestowed the name of 
Tesiilo or Jesnlo. Lastly, one-third of the population 
of the once proud and opulent Altino, unwillingly for- 
saking the banks of the Bills, emigrated to the same 
Bpot, where they Bet np a melancholy memorial of the 
home they had left behind them, by christening the six 
islands, on wLicli they planted their new settlements, 
under the names of the six ports of Altinum. Such 
was the origin of Torcello, Mmuno, BuraaOi Maggiorbo> 
Oostanziaco, and Amiano,^ 

It may be judged that in their choice of a govern- 
ment the members of the new conmionwealth allowed 
themselTes to be gtiided by the example of Home 
herboil", from which thc}^ iu some measure traced tlieir 

' Crnnnca Altinaff, lib. iii. p. 92. The tradition is, that Veuice was 
founded on the 25th of March, 421, ai wmh^ as if to say, as Sansoviuo 
luui it, **iul]» hora che il sole era ncl maggior edmo del sue splendore, 
nd momeDto del piu supremo punto, cbe ibve nel eiek».** An Aiubte 
was afterwards instituted in commemoration of the day, and it was called, 

Andata per la Madonna di Marzo,'* that day being dedicated to the 
Virgin. On this Piihjcct Bernardo Zorzi, in his Epitome Principnm T>w<»- 
torunt, 1547, has not ojiiitfcd to lK^tow «5omc doggerd, cnniuicncing with 
the line, " A Patavis ruiidata die hoc fuit inclyta nostra urbaw" 

The ml^oiiied is Sonudo i,VUf de JOucki, fiL 410):— "Cmifnte 
anno Domini ceee^xxL, die xv. Martii, capta fiiit pais in eoneilio Patammi 
ooiisliiiere ciTitatemi IUT<»lti. £t missi fuerunt tres consoles ad dictam 
civitaiem constnicndam ; scilieet Albericus Faletrus, Thomas Candianus, 
et Zeno Duiihi^ Kt die (x)zr. Mortii principitun fondamenti jactum est 
circa horam mturidiei." 
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descent. The first Consular Triumvirate, which is said 
to have eonsiBted of Alberigo Faliero, Toxmnaso Can- 
diano, and Zeno Danlo (or Dandolo), remamed in 
office during three years; under the second, the dig- 
nity became ttiennial; and in 457^ the Consuls were 
supplanted by aminal Tribunes, who fluctuated in 
number, dnring a period of two hundred and forty 
years, between one and twehe.^ Of the nature and 
isxtent of an authority which has fumished no monu- 
ments of its acts, and has lefk few traces, mdeed, of 
its very existence, it is, of course, difficult to form a 
coiTcct or even an approximate notion: yet it is ra- 
tional to suppose that at the outset these magistrates 
were required merely to administer justice and to pre- 
serve pubHc order. At that primeval epoch, the general 
interests of the community were discussed and secured 
avowedly in periodical conventions, termed, in the 
Venetian dialect, Arrcngi, composed of the whole adult 
male population of the islands : of such an assembly, 
the desire to tmnsfoim the right of pubUo debate into 
a privilege or monopoly appeared at least to be hardly 
predicable. But it is not diihcult to trace in this 
representatiTe isystem a fundamental want of compact 
organization; the Arrengo was manifestly too large 
and too factious an assembly to act in harmony, or to 
exercise a due control over pubhc affairs ; and m tho 
effluxion of time it was shorn of so many of its original 

' Nicolo Zcno U giovane : Cronica de cose fatti dai Veneti dalla prima 
orifrine dtlla Citta; Venice, 1557. Donate Giannotti (Del/n Jh'j>}!hJica 
de Veueziani^ p. 41, €h1. iSJOj. babcliico (i>e Vtnetu MagistrtUiOu* iiber^ 
ngo. b 2. edit. 1488). 
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functions and prerogatives that it became at last quite 
a snboiclmate eonstitaent in the body politic. The 

wealmcss of the legislatui*e naturally btrengtliciiod tlio 
hands of the executiye ; the Tribunes soon felt their 
power, and soon abused it;^ each aq»ired to absolute 
and undivided authority ; and the nation had frequent 
cause to complain that their confidence \sas claimed 
and betrayed by a siDgle magistrate who dared to in- 
fringe, even while he was feigning to protect, their 
dciucst and most sacred pri\ilegcs. But the temper 
of the multitude was found slothful and indulgent; 
though ungovernable in its paroxysms of rage, its 
patience was long, its vengeance tardy ; and it was a 
tolerably sure indication that his conduct had been 
grosdy injudicious, his tyranny insufferably oppressive, 
when ike Gastaldo was reminded by the outbreak of a 
popular insurrection, tliat Le^Yas simply the responsible 
minister of a Eree Commonwealth. 

The excesses of these annual magistrates, who in* 
deed seldom bequeathed to those who came after them 
anything beyond the task of perpetuating civil discord 
and public misery, led, however, as a natural conse- 
quence, io several changes and modifications at suc- 
cessive periods in the Venetian government. In 503, 
after forty-six years of polyarchy and chaos, one 
Gastaldo was clothed by the national assembly with 
plenary jurisdiction ; and this new fonn of adminis- 
tration endured through seventy-oue years. In 574, 

Johannes Sagominua (^Cknmkon Venetwn nunc primum ediUm, 
Vcnetiia, 17C5,p. 9). 
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the moiiaiehie fljstem fell into diarepate ; a beak iievo- 
Intioii ms effeetnated in the goveniment, and the 

direction of affairs was then intrusted to ten tribunes. 
FinaUj, in 654, two gastaldi, of the Houses of Galla 
and Obelerio or Antenori, having been assigned to the 
island of Heradia, recently eolonized by fogitives from 
Oderzo and other places in the vicmity, these magis- 
trates were added to the existing number, which re- 
mained unchanged till the close of the seventh oentniy.^ 
The pressure of misfortune, although it momentaiily 
reduced the Venetians to a certain footing of equahty, 
had not produced any impression of an enduring cha« 
racter on the higher, or permanently ameliorated the 
condition of the humbler, class of refugees. Sympathy 
might perhaps level for a while the social distinctions 
of rank and quality ; and mint of shelter or scarcity of 
nomiBhment might constrain a oommnnity of nobles 
and fishermen to co-operate, at first, in obviating or 
removing a danger which was common, and might be 
filtal, to both. But we are unable to behove that such 
an order of things continued to exist when the primi- 
tive settlement of the Venetians grew into a City, and 
when their origin Med into a tradition. In YenicOt as 
in other States, poverty or virtue promoted industry ; 
industry produced opulence ; opulence purchased power. 
The creation of a new society, and the accession of ne^i 
families/ led the colonists of the lagoon to form or 

' Nicolo Zeiio il giovanc {^Cronica de/aUi VeneU; Yen. 1^57, 4<>, 
and 1558, ]2»). 

* Among others, the Arbolini or Zopoli, etme flom Odeno; Agnusdei, 
Altiiio; Alinptti, Aquileia ; Bclcgni or SelTi, Btrgjuao ; Badoeri or Fto* 
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encourage more conventional ideaSi an4 to feel or 
imagine less absolute necessities. 
Yet eyen now as they spread their nets, and gathered 

their salt, the Fislicrmen of Rialto surveyed with 
complacencj their own humble but ^ecure condition, 
while they regarded with a feeling somewhat akin to 
disdahi the saeoessiTe dynasties of barbarians which 
were usurping the Throne of the Caesars. * 

The ferocious Attila had expired in 453 ; and the 
nominally colossal empue, over which he had exeidis^ 
a precarious swiiy, died witli liiin. In 455, Gcnseric, 
King of the Vandals, allured by the twoibld motive of 
avarice and cimo8ity» and inyited as the champion of 
Endocia, the wronged consort of the Emperor M aximnSt 
sailed from Cartha^^e, and arrived, with a large body of 
troops, at the mouth of tiic Til e r, where the Empress 
hailed him as a deliverer. But the barbarian, feigning 
disgust at the perfidy whidi had opened to him the 

tidpAsii, Pavia; Bass!, Rcggio; Balbl, Ravcmm ; BarLari or Magaded, 
Trieste ; Barbaromani, Brescia; Bocchi, Trieste; BelloceUi, Capo d'Tstria; 
Bosi, Padua ; Bonaldi, Fcrrara ; Boccasi, Parma ; Comari olim ComclH, 
Bome (?) ; Caiialc or Da Oanalc, Altino ; Centranici or Barbolani. (\;seiia ; 
Caioprini, Haveuiu; Gampoli, Oderzo; Chitriagi, Altino; Duuii or (?) 
Dandoli, Otete; Falieii oHm AnaitMi, F^o; Foecari, Messina; F)t> 
bedgi, FemuA ; Fnidelli, Commaechio ; Grademgi, Aqnileia ; Lambceielii, 
Barcnna; ^lichieli, Rome; Qrii, Altino; Orscoli, Rome; Poll, Dal- 
matia; Quintavalle, Istria; Sagrcdi, Scbenig^; Ti^poli, Biminii Troui, 
Ancoua; Tradcnigi or Tranvd<tiiuiiici, Tola. 

The preceding names arc adopted, with certain corrections, from Sa- 
nudo {Vile dtt Duchi^ pp. 418-30). It is possible that a few of the 
ftmUies here mentioiifid may hsTB eome to Venice aomewhet later ; but it 
18 difficult to airiTe at any eertainty on soch a point. 

* KieoloZeno il giovanc {Onginc del Barhari^ che distmutro Timpcro 
Romano^ oiuk ebbe frmdpio la RtpiMlica di Veamu 4o. Venetift, 
M7). 
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Fort of Ostia and the gates of Bomer 

angratefal enough to 0trip his Hair accomplice of her 

jewels and ornaments, and to indnd^ her in the train 

of his captives, while he sacked the Capitol, and 
carxied the jroath of both sexes as concubines or 
slayes. 

Again, in 476, Bomulus Augustnlus, a patrician by 
birth, and the last of the Roman Emperors, was de- 
throned, and socceeded by Odoacer, £ing of the Hemli ; 
and lasdy, in 489, the latter prince was defeated and 
trcaclierouslj skin by TheoJoric, a scion of the Amali, 
who in 493 fomided in his own person the (Gothic 
kingdom of Italy. 

None of ^ese revolntions affected, in any material 
degree, the fortunes or hberties of the Island Repnbhc ; 
and it is felt that the nature of the present work 
scarcely calls for any minnte inquiry into the origin or 
general operation of the Gothic and Hnnnic irruptions. 
Yet, at the same time, it should be observed that, 
while those accomnlated disasters conyerted continental 
Europe mio a desert and a chamel-houBe, they formed 
the basis of the fhtnre prosperity of the Merchant 
Princes of Venice, and laid the foundation of a State 
whidi was^estined to have a comspicuons share in the 
moral regeneration of mankind, and in the reconstmc- 
tion of the social fabric in Europe. ^ 



* "F» tntii le nasiQiii d*Ite]la im sola pero ne ritroro efae ma) 

^ cfictti di tali rivoloBoni, chc mal fTi mttoposta nl dotmnio diRtniggi« 
tore de' Barbari, e quest h la naiioii Vfti^MMift-**— ■ /Rnmauttmnmi 
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During a long and peaeefol rdgn of three-and-thiriy 

years, Theodoric the Great was the lawgiver and the 
sovereign of a docile and obedient people, whose virtue 
and barbaric pride prompted them to imitate the arte 
and refinements of the nation wbidi they had van- 
qnished, and for a while, at least, to shun the yicch 
which had insensibly grown up with those arts and 
those refinements. The Goths, who rapidly aeqnired 
the dominion of the vast region extending from Sicily 
to the Danube, and from Belgrade to the Atlantic 
Ocean, ^ affected to disguise their power nnder the 
pleasing name of alliance or hospitality; and the wise 
moderatiuii of their king led liiin to admit tlio lioniaiis 
to the civil offices of the government, and not merely 
to tolerate, bnt to protect, the established religion of 

Italy. 

Under the successors of this enhghtened prince, the 
rapid decline of the empire which he had created, and 
the mtories of the iUustrions Belisarins, the lieutenant 
of Justinian, betrayed the gradual and fortiye influence 
of climate and example over the susceptible mind of 
the Goth, and the partial regeneration of a martial 
spirit m the breast of the Roman ; and although the 

brilliant achievements of two later monoichs, Vitigis 
and Totila, shed a partmg ray of glory on the gloomy 
horizon, the commanding talents of the Eunuch Narses 
dispelled for ever the once cherished hope of restoring 
to the Gothic Kingdom of Italy the vigour and stability 



* Gibbon (TQLiLiip.2Q2-6kS7fi,4C0-S). 
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which it had possessed under Theodoric. The fall of 
that short-lived monarchy was not postponed beyond 
the year 552, wbeo Tejas, the snccessor of Totiia, and 
the last of the Gothic Kings, was totally defeated on 
the hanks of the Samus by the combined forces of the 
Greeks and ItaliaoB. 

Among the well-knom Letters of Cassiodonis, the 
Prsetorian Prefect of Tlicodoric tlio Great, attention 
most now be di awu to two, which derive a pecuhar value 
from the £Bct that no other monmnents exist of the ^ 
state of Venice dming the domination of the Goths in 
the I'uuinsnla. * The first* of these curious epistles 
records a famine which visited the Islanders about the 
year 520, and from which it appears that they were 
relieved by the hnmane interposition of Theodoric, who 
not only furnished them, in their distress, with every 
kind of provision, bnt permitted them to convert 
to their own nse the com and wine which they had 
collected, according to their annual custom, for the 
Boyal Larder. The second epistle, which is, perhaps, 
the more important as well as the more remarkable of 
the two, was addressed in 528 to the Venetian Tribnnes, 
who ^ve^e therein exhorted not to neglect the trans- 
mission of the expected supplies of wine, oil, and honey 
from certain towns of Istria to the royal palace at 
Ravenna. 

la point of substance and style, the latter exhibits a 



* Sutdriitt (Essai sur lEtat civil et poUHqiM dtt Fet^^ ^Mig mm 

le Gouvememeni det Gothji, p. 297. Pnris, 1811), 

* Cauiodon Opera^ tgL i p. 187 : ed. 1729. 
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sense of power, softened by a love of Venetian institu- 
tions; and its tone, though izi a few places slightly 
anthoritativei is, generally speaiking, that of solicitation 
and advice. It portmys, in gaudy but transparent 
hues, the beatific simphcity of the YenetiaoSy whom the 
writer fandfiilly likens to water-fowl passing an am- 
phibious existence among the lagoons of the Adriatic ; 
and on the whole, the letter, while it may be regarded 
as a £ur model of Ck>thic composition, most be accepted 
as an nnique and hi l ly interesting historical docu- 
ment/ At the Bamo time it cannot but be suspected 
that, in giving publicity to a production which is cer- 
tainly far too florid for a letter, fur too yague and 
diffuse for a despatch, the canity of the author slightly 
outran the zeal of the magistrate, and that Cassiodorus 
was hurried by a fondness for rhetorical effect and 
literary renown into the elaboration of a simple note, 

until the nolo became a long and graphic cpiytle. 

**You," exclaims the Prefect, "who own number- 
less boats on the confines of Bavenna, exhibit, I pray 
you, your deyotion by transporting thither the tributes 
of Istria. It is added to your other blessings that a 
path is opened to you, which is at all times exempt 
from danger : for when the winds rage, and the ocean 
is closed agamst you, it is left to you to sail up the 
pleasantest of rivers. Yom* ships fear not the sharp 
gusts. Towed by ropes, they skim along, and men 



* Ticpolo {Discorri suOa Sbnia Veneta dal Signor Daru, L SS5 ; Udine, 
1828); Uann {Commercio dei Vanttkmi^ i. 78); Sanaovmo {VeMSa 
deteriUOt lib. zUi. p. 528); Salverte <CimYiM[<£m--F««iM, p.80). 
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assist the progi^ss of their vessels with their feet. It is 
with satiflfiiction that I call to mmd the manner in which 

your houses are situated. Venice ou the south touches 
Eaveima and the Po ; on the east, it enjoys the pro- 
spect of the Ionian shore, where the tide in its flow 
and hi its ebb alternately veils and nncoyers the face 
of Nature. Here jou hvc hke sea-birds. Your houbcs 
are like the Cyelades, scattered over a watery expanse. 
To the wayes of the ocean yon do not hesitate to 
oppose a frail barrier of dykes, flanked by fascines of 
interlaced yine-stems. Your population knows but ono 
means of sabaistence — ^its flaheries. There the poor 
man and his rich neighbour liye ui equality. One kind of 
nuiiiuitiit is cunnuon to all: one l;uid of dweliing blieltcrs 
all. You do not quaiiel about your Penates. Your 
salterns are your sole sonioe of contention. Instead 
of ploughs, instead of pnming hooks, yon torn cylinders. 
Theuce arises all that you have, and thence you procure 
the things which you have not. Among you, money is 
struck in any fiiehion for the purchase of food.' Any 
one is at liberty to seek gold ; to find salt, there is no 
one but deskes." 

From the language which the Prefect employs^ a 
dednddon may be formed that while the Bepnblie 
contiinicil, under the Gothic rule, to enjoy her liberty 
and £ree institutionsi her citizens tacitly acknowledged 

' "Moneta quodajnimodo illic percutitur victimlis.*' Thctie Hvc words 
h&\c l)con uuilcrstood by Salverte {CivilisaiioH : Venite — liagme^ p. 15) 
to signify dnt the Yaifi^uit •! this period were in the habit of dieolatiiiff 
eoiiw made itf §alL The hTpollMria may, or maynot, he eoneet; but the 
infiieiMe ia aasofedly imfldr. 
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a claim which they were too feeble and too wise to 
repudiate ; and that, although no service was exacted 
from ihem beyond the periodical transmission in their 
flat yessels of wine, oil, and other necessaries to the 
royal kitchen, this gi'atuitous duty was mutually con- 
sidered as a token of fealty and submission. At the 
same time it is not uilikely that the Venetians were 
employed by the Gothic princes as pUots and mariners, 
* who were known to excel in thiL luling the mazy and 
sinuous channels of the lagoons; and, while the defence 
of the frontiers of their eztensiye dominions engrossed 
the attention of Theodoric and his successors, the latter 
were not indisposed perhaps to accept the friendship 
of a small State* which was at once too poor to gratify 
their cupidity, and too insignificant to tempt their 

ambition. 

Yet, although the policy of the Obths toward the 
Venetians seems to have been characterized by muform 
moderation, the latter, sensible of their weakness, and 

jealous of their freedom, not unnaturally viewed their 
powerful neighbours with suspicion ; and the Bepablic 
watched with extreme solicitude the progress of a war 
which broke out, shortly after the death of Theodoric, 
between his successors and the Greek Emperor. Ouc 
instance* indeedi is xecordedi in which their zeal carried 
them so &r as to take an actiye share in the operations. 
In brjO, the Eunuch Narses, the imperial lieutenant, 
whose head -quarters were then at Ravenna, being 
desiroas of effecting a junction with a large body of 
Lombaid mercenaries whom he had received into his 
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pay, and who were detained at Aquileia by a flood, 
Boiicited the aid of the Venetians, whose transports 
neadily conyeyed that valiiable reinforcement to its 
proper destination. Two ebnrches, one to Saint 
Theodore, who ajipears to have been chosen by the 
Islanders about this period as their Tutelary Baint^ 
the other to the martyrs Menna and Geminian/ were 
soon afterward erected at Bialto, on a plot of gromid 
known as the Brofio, in the district of Gamharere^ in 
commemoration of the service of the Islanders, and aa 
a token of the gratitade of Narses, by whose mtmi£cence 
Venice was placed in a position to indicate to future 
ages the origin and antiqnity of her connexion with the 
conrt of Constantinople — a connexion which snbse- 
qnently became so constant and so intimate. 

After the death of Tejas, the task of constituting 
the Italian possessions of the Byzantine Court into a 
TiceroyaUy or ExarchaUf devolved on the victorious 
general; and Naises, wbo became the first of the Greek 
Exarchs of Kavenna, was represented iu all the towns 
or cities which still revered the majesty of the purplct 
liy a military Duke, whose anthority was snbordinate, 
and w^hosc conduct was amenable, to the lieutenant of 
the Emperor. The successor of Belisarius governed 
and oppressed the Peninsula till the year 567, when 
Jnstm, alarmed by the mnrmnrs of the Italians, signed 
an order for Ins recal, and sent Longinus to Piavenna 
in his stead. The late Exarch retired to Naples* 



> 81111100 (TSto ds Zhidb' A* Venezia, p. 408). 
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where it is supjDOScd that he died in obsciuity, if not in 
want. It might be unwise to repose too impUcit Mik 
in the statement which unpnted the &11 of the general 
to his own misconduct. On the contrary, perhaps, it 
might have been more clearly traced in the weak and 
Izresolnte character of Justin, conpled with the notorious 
avarice of his consort; and it is possible that the 
deficiency of supplies and recruits, owing to the parsi- 
monious policy of his employers, positively left the 
Exarch no choice between &e loss and the oppression 
of his provmce. Bnt whether the charges which were 
preferred against him were well founded or otherwise, 
it is certain that the sense of wrong rankled in the 
bosom of the follen statesman. Nor was the soni of 
the favourite of Justinian bupcriur to the study of 
revenge. For it may be read in a chronicle of those 
times, that the mvasion of the peninsnla m the follow- 
ing year (568) by Alboin, King of the Lombards, owed 
its origin no less than its success to the powerful 
intrigues and fatal resentment of the Eunuch Narses,* 

The Winili, or Lombards (Langobardt) , seem to have 
derived their origin from a common source with the 
Vandals, who tiaced their native settlements in the 
forests of Scandmavia. The new comers carried with 
them into the land of their adoption then* manners, 
their religion, and their dress. Thej professed the tenets 
of Arias. They acknowledged the piinciples of elective 
and constitutional monarchy* Theur kings were chosen 



' Taulus Piaoonus {Dc Geslis Longobardorumy lib. ii. c S)» 
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by acclamation, and were croimed with miUtary pomp. 

Thirty Dukes and a lai^o number of inferior Nobles 
administered the oiiices of the State, and supported tlie 
dignii^ of the Throne; and the power of this Ariato- 
cracy, which in time of peace was abnost nnlimited, 
often reduced the Prince to a cypher, and his crown 
to a bauble. Compared with that of the Qoths, the 
Lombard dominion had a long duration ; and during 
the two hmidred and six years which elapsed fix>m the 
accession of Alboin, their first,* to the deposition of 
Aistolph, their last king, that people gradaally achieTod 
the subjugation of Tuscany, Piedmont, the Frionl, the 
Tyrol, the Milanese, the coast of Genoa, Mantua, 
Parma, and Modena, as well as a large portion of the 
Ecclesiastical States torn Perogia to the Adriatic ; and 
this ample superficies of tenitoiy was diyided by the 
prevailin<^ system of feuds into duchies, mai-quisates, 
and principahties, which the nobles taught their 
retainers to till with the ploughi and to protect with 
the sword. 

The Kepubhc, ou her part, contemplated not without 
inqoietade the rise of a new monarchy on the eUrts of 
the Lagoon; and while the Venetians affected to despise 
the manners of the Lombards, they -watched their 
progress with the most uneasy sensations. Thoj not 
onnatnrally feared that as that people emerged, nnder 
the successors of Alboui, from barbarous obscmity, 
they might form the design of adding the Islands of 
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the Adriatic to their dominion, and thus of acquiring 

possession of the commercial advantages which were at 
present enjoyed by the Eialtine settlers. Jfor the Lom- 
bardSy thongh not lanking among maritime commnni- 
ties, were not absolntely strangere to the laws of navi- 
gation, or to the use of ships, which might place them 
in a position to xednce to their sway a small and feeble 
State, separated from their own territories only by a 
narrow and terraqueous strait. Moreover, the preda- 
tory visits of Lupus, Duke of the Frioul,* who traversed 
the Canals at low tide on horseback with his followers, 
and despoiled the churches of Heraclia, Eqnilo, and 
Grado," soon afforded the Venetians sufficient proof 
that tlieir insular situation was an insofi^cient barrier 
against the noctnmai inroads of an actiye and vigilant 
enemy, and that the equestrian skill of the Barbarians 
was capable of supplying to a large extent any de- 
ficiency in nautical knowledge. 

' Speaking of the boundaries of Venice and Lombardy at this period, 
Muratori (Disxert. vol. i. p. 61) say?; " A finibiif T«tri?e rcgrediendo in 
occidcntalem ct mcridioni. si pntica cxoipJos loca ad mare, sive inter 
palndes aita, universuiu liuna Adriatici Ui<pie ad fines agri lia\ ennatia, 
mmprcliatto Oonado (Commaochio), Longobardis rcgibua suberat, a 
qiMfom domiiiataooe ocrtum est HiIm} indjtm Vcneluniiii 

nrbem, una cinn adjaccntibot menlia. nine fM aliqtiA impm- 
■ione, pcncti^sse Longobardorum regum anna neoio Kribit.** 

• Paulns Diaconus (D^ a^stu Lonf-obardorttm, p. 482). Dandolo 
(lib. vi c itt). Andrea Dandolo waa bom in ISIO, and died in 1364. 
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CHAPTEB II. 

A J). 697-787. 

Tyranny of thi Tribmci— Cfaai^ In the Ckwenmieiit^BleQtioii of fhe 
Unt Boge, FImIo Locft Ansfoto, of Hexsclui (March, 897)— Autho- 
rity of the Doge— The Reign of Anafesto (G97-7I7)— Ooodosion of 

Peace with the Lombards — Succession of Marcello Taf^'Hano (717- 
26)— Orleo Orso, Doge (726-37) — Co-operation of Yciiice whh the 
Greek Exarch in the Recovery of Kavenna — lyraiiiiy and violent 
Death of Orso (737) — Another change in the form of Government 
— Appobttraflut of the Matdri deUa JfiliirHH-Tlie nature of the 
new Office— Domenigo ScIto, first Master (7S7-6)— Fdioe Cor- 
nko]a» Diodato Orso, Giuliano Cc^rio, Gio. Fabriciaco, successive 
Masters of the Horse (738-41) — Revival of the Diicnl Office in 
favour of Diodato, the son of Orlco Orso (742) — Tm^ncul end of 
Orso II. (755) — Usurpation of CJalla Cataino — His Deix)i)ition and 
Beeth (75G)--Domenigo Moncgaro, Doge (756-65) — Uis bad 
AdminiflntioB— Hie EzeeiBei^ and bia Aamrination by a Moli — 
Maurido Galbaio, Doge (764-87) — The virtuous Character of that 
Arinee^ aiu! hh long and hap|iy Keign — Association of his son 
Giovanni (778) — Conrnderationn on the principle of AMOCiation^ 
Death of Maoriato Galbaio (787). 

The depredations of the Lombards of the Frionl, which 

grew in the course of time bolder and more systematic 
in their character, certainly indicated great weakness 
on the part of the Venetian goyenunent. Yet it was 
equally certain that that weakness proceeded less from 

• the want than from the division of strcnpfth. The 
factions by which the vain and grasping ambition of 
the Tribunes tore and distnu»ted Venice at this period 
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had beeome a monstrous political and constitntioiial 

evil. They sapped the national prosperity ; they im- 
poverished and scaadalized the Chnrch ; they obstructed 
trade and navigation; they made dreadM havoc on 
public and private property ; they banished all safety 
and repose ; and thoughtful and prudent men iorcsaw 
in their continnance nothing less than the rain of the 
Commonwealth. The inenndons of Duke Lupus were 
attended, at least, by one beneficial result. For they 
afforded those who might be di^sed to institnte 
reforms an admirable ground for bringing the matter 
more closely and inimediatGly under the public observa- 
tion ; and, accordingly, in the course of Mnrch, 697, 
Gristoforo, patriarch of Grade, laid before the Arrengo 
a scheme which he had formed for changing the 
existing system of government, and for emancipating 
his country without more delay from a tyranny which 
oppressed, while it £sdled to protect, the nation.^ The 
proposition of the metropolitan was almost unanimously 
adopted ; its efiect was to call upon the Tribunes to 
abdicate the sovereign power, and to place over them a 
Ma^strate (Capo del Trihutii), in whose person the 
people might vest an undivided authority. His title 
was to beDuke, oxDoge.^ Hisoffice was to be £or life. 



* Sabcllico (i>e VemtU Magutratibm^ sigii. b. 2. edit. libb). A notice 
of th« origin of the DomI office is to be Ibimd In ihe Ormdg Chromgue 
de HoOtnuk, ZfUmde, fte. lib. L p. 79 : edit, ibiao, Doidieciit, 1601 : • 

copy of which is in the Londflii Libfwy. 

' " Questa voce di Do^c, o Duca," says Marin (vol. i. pp. 152-3)f*'^ 0 
Ihix de Latini. chv ^\gn\f\cQ. in scnso yjeiKnco condotticrc si di iinn maftfa 
di gente chc d'uua grcggiOi come si legge uella Cornucopia del ^pontino 
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In him were to be centred the power and the majesty 
of tbQ Bepublic, of which he was to be eonsideied the 
cmli militarj) and ecelesiastioal chief. He was to 

preside over tlic S^mod as well as the Arrengo, either 
of which it was competent fax Ms serenUy to conyoko 
at dissohe at pleasure ; merely ^uitoal matters of a 
minor nature were alone, m fdtnre, to be intrusted to 
the clergy ; and all acts of conyocations, the ordination 
of a priest or deacon, the election and conseeratian of a 
patriarch or biBhop, were to be accoonted nnll and Toid 
unless they had received the sanctiou of the Doge.^ In 

alia voce Dux^ ed in altri ctunolo^ti. Si deuuU per que«ta porula ia 

enatodiie e diftndcre mis pcorindA Tern d*iiopo di eorpo nilitare^ chi 

prcsiedeva A questo eofpo era detta Duce, Duca, o Doge della provincia, 
che la govcrnava con fnipcrior antofiSl, da lui difendendo i Conti, chc Ic 

citUi della provincia re^gevano E poichb ncll' epoca, in cui 

fh stabilita la ducal podestjl, era considcrato in Italia il titolo di Duca il 
primo dopo grimperadori e i Ke; e morto Clefi, aboUtod il nome rt^o, 
avetno diriso i LoogolMidi fl loco Stato in Tarii Dneati; ooal ad csempio 
loro diedero i noetri padn al xniova goreinaloite ddU Bepnblica Q titolo 
eoapicuo di Doge, o Duca.** 

' Sandi (vol. i. lib. i.) ; Marin (vol. i. lib. iii.) ; Galibcrt {Hi»ioire dc 
hi lifpublit/ue (Ic Vf}iise, ch. ill. pp. 20, 21) ; Reipuhlkcc Comlitutio^ lib. ii. 
p. 2.5 (Ilarl. MSS. -4743). "UUus est, " inquires the last ^vriter, "qui 
i<;noret prindpcm in urbe Vcnetfi personam rcgiij ac apcciem lo^va 
gubcnwtioiDa pra ae Ifene?** 

**Clam itaqne,** anjs Dandolo (lib. m ch. i.), '^trilmni famUwmi de 
prioritate disccptanteii iiU ad Invicem deferrc non vellcnt, Longobarffi 
absque resistcntiii conim fines j^Mnc^ invascnint: qua de re dccrcvenint 
unanimiter Diicem sibi process , <jiii axjuo luodcrainine populum ffU)> 
fnthdibtm giibcmaret, ct vim atque potestatcm haberct in publicls cau.'iis 
gciicraicm coucioncm advocandi} — tribunos ctiam ct judices constituendi, 
qui in piiTatis causis, exceptii mer^ ipiritaalibiii^ km UOeia qumn eierieii, 
nqnaUter jnis tribnerent Ita tamen quod graTatia qnandoeanqne lieeat 
Docianniadium implorare, rjusijuc Ju.mane clericorum concilia ct elecHomi 
^alat u r am m a clero ct pojmlo dcbcant inchoare, et elecii ab eo inveS' 

atmm mt9^trtt tt ^ mandato iMtromzari,'* See also Bit/oria del 
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iact, the latter became mtQaUy, and in all material 
leepedtBf the SoTerdgn of Venice, the Tribunes having 

now no liigher fnnctiou tiiau tlic miuistry of his will ; 
and it was in matters of general or momentoos concern 
oulj, that the Republic e^^eeted her tot Magistrate to 
seek the concoiience en advice of the National Gon- 
Tention. 

In countries where an independent government has 
long been established, and which are conseqaently not 

subject in the conduct of their affairs to external 
influences, it is matter of notoriety that any change 
which it may be thought proper to introduce into the 
administration can be effectuated without reference to 
other Powers, tcni[)orni or spmtual. But in a newly 
fonnecl society like that of Venice, placed in the diffi- 
cult situation in which the Republic found herself at 
the close of the serenth century, the case differed 
vndely ; and it ought to create no surprise that the 

ChoenoFoUlipodaUalUpMlieadi Vmezioy p. 2 (Egerton MSS. 18, 174). 
Cknmea deUa M^gnpha CfUA di VentHa, fbl. 90 (Kinef a MSa 150) ; 
and CftivmcAa dime le Casade ddla Nohil CiiH di Venezia (ibid.). 

*'Qiuccunque moniuncnta," says ^luratori (Dissertationes Medii ^or, 
vol. i. p. 240). vctenun Ducum Yeoetonim nipemmt, lapremA eos 
pott-^tatc ftinctos indicant." 

*' The first period of 900 years (uf tiic history of Venice) presents us 
with the most fnteresting spectMle of a people struggling out of uudiy 
into order and power, and then goremed, for the most part, by the 
w<»rthie8t and noblest man whom ibejr could find among them, called their 
Dog:c, or leader, with an aristocracy gradually forming itself around him, 

out of wliich, and at last by which, he was chosen This first period 

incluiies the rifse of Venice, her noblest achievements, and the circimi- 
Btances which detennined her character and position among European 
powen; tad ifiihin ita nngc^ m n^ght hm been mtidptted, we ^ all 
her hcro-prinoeay Pietro UneolOi Ordelalb Faliero, DcHncnico Uidiieli, 
BebMtiino SSini, ■ad Eniioo (Aiifgo) Daiiddo.'*f-BuiKiir« 
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IMkiariaieh Orisiofoio and hk supporters flhoQld hare 

formed au unanimous clotcrmmation to procure the adhe- 
fiion and consent of the Holy Bee before any deiiniiiYe 
steps were taken to cany the leBolutions of the Popular 
Aasembly into effect. The mission, which was imme- 
diatelj deBpatched for this purpose to Aquilcia, where 
the Pope was then holding a Council, consisted of 
Michele Paiticipasio.(or Badoer) and two other Vene- 
tian citizens of good family. The result was eminently 
Ikvourablo. The foregoing circumstance forms, how- 
ever, one of the points which have been adduced by the 
antbor of the SqmHmo deUa lAbertd Veneta'aa so many 
proofs against the original liberty of the Venetians ; 
bat the fiEict is, that for any such puxpose the argu- 
ment is ntterfy worthless. The Embassy of Participazio 
and bis companions simply indicates the character of 
the opinions which were received at the time in Europe, 
. as well as the strong consciousness on the part of 
the Patriarch of Grado and those wbo shared his 
views, of the expediency of throwing the voice and 
influence of the Head of the Church into the scale 
against the tyraonical ministry of the Tribunitial 
Oligarchy. There eonld be little donbt that the im- 
portant change then contemplated in the politieal 
organization of the KepubHc would offend many local 
prejudices, and awaken a powerful feeling of jealoaay 
and ill-will in certain quarters ; and it was, therefore, 
not unreasomiblc tlmt the revolutionaiy party should 
feel it to be of the highest moment, before they 
actoally proceeded to oyerthrow the existing order of 

VOL. I. 8 

* 
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things, to iiecim the ooimteiuttiiee aad mippoit of th^ 

Papacy. 

On the return of the Embassy from Aquileia with 
the deoMd i^y, the BMxiexeb lost no time in calling 
on the Kational Asiembly to Mow np thehr late Tota 
to its legitimate consequences; and after a protracted 
deliberation the choice of the people fell on Paolo 
Lnea Anafesto,' a native of Heradia, and a eitiien of 
high standing in the eommime. Anafesto was there- 
upon conducted to a Chair of State, which had been 
prepared fox him in hie pariBh iduueh; and here he was 
eolennl J inveBted by the Metropolitan wtik a emm of 
gold and a sceptre of ivory. (Maich, 697.) 

With regard to the prerogative of peace and war, it 
appears that, in the original histitntion of the dacal 
office and title, this pmnt was left, by accident d* 
design, an open question. But it is probable that a 
free and ignorant people, as yet incapable of forming a 
just estimate of a new ffjetem, and onoonsdons of the 
rapid and insidious growth of despotism, were easily 
induced to leave in the hands of the chief magistrate a 
discretionaty power in this respect ; and we shall have 
occasion to observe that the early Doges of Venice not 
only decided the doubtful pomt in theii- own favour, 
but, in frequent instances, prostituted to purposes of 
private gain or personal revenge, the aathority which 
they merely held in trost for the public adyantage.'' 

> JfUtaoGmldidf^ p. 5, edit. 1^6). 

* Tiepolo altogether itpuduiteB ibe idea ef a Venetian aunarehy. 
Gompan hia tiewa {DitotSti, toL I. p. 119 ct nith thoae of Dan 
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■ It is a not nnusual misconception that the change iu 
the govemment of the HepabMc, by wiiicii Paolo Lnca 
AnaHMttd wii plaoed al the haad of a£hin» involved the 
flimiiltaneoiii evtinetion of the tribnnitial jnriidiction 
and title.* But the truth is that the Tribunes con- 
tinued to exoKoifld their fimotioiis gubordiuatdj to those 
of the Doge many generations after the zeyolation of 
607 1 eaeh iidand of importance, saoh as Malamoeeo 
and Equilo, had its own Tribune, while of the bmaiier 
ishuidB, several eontribnted to form a Tribunate f and 
iha offioe, though neither etiiotlj nor properly heredi* 
tary, still preseiTcd its teudcucy to perpeiuaio itself iu 
a limited number of families. It is only Bubsequently 
to the twelfth centniy that little or nothing ia heard 
of the Tribnnes ; and the probability is, that theif 
authority liad then been rendered almost totally 
obsolete by the progress of administrative reform and 
the gradual diaappeacanee of the federal element in 
iho donstitntion. 

• In the time of Anafesto, however, the state of parties 
at Yeniee was widely different; at that epoeh^ iJl the 

(vol. i. p. 49) ; Galibert (UuLdt Fm. du iiL p. 20 m^.); Sandl (vol. i. 

lib. i. nrt. 2); nn<l all the other xvriters quoted above. " Prlmi ilU 
(D(Kcs), " says the niithor of the lieipnblica' dimtittUio (Ilarl. WSS. 474.*!), 
''aliquando niajori.s auctoritatisi fuerc: postea vero, usa duccutc, paullatim 
institutis ac Ic^bus potcstas principis dedocta fiiit ad banc temperationcm 
qimi ceiiiiiiiiit.*>-p. 84. 

f * Qiuinotti {Delia Rep. d§ Vwukmi^ p. 41) <* Tntte le nottve 

memorie ehe aUe mic mani sono pervenute dicooo chc quando si oo- 

Tnincinrotio n crearc i T>o<^i. se segiiito mcdcsininmoiite di create i Tribuni, 
i quail cia.-^uno jii r ainministrasscnc) ragioiK' iKlie is(jlc; nili mi potcssc 
appellate ai Uog^ \ nonduuoiu, dopo la crca2iunc del priiuo liogc, rade 
Tolti di loro ri& 'nwntione.** 

3 — 2 
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IttKger islands of the Do^iado formed the seats of power- 
ful factions ; the disproportion in point of influence 
between the Crown and the Tribune of Malamocco or 
the Tribune of Eqnilo was bat slightly marked; and 
the abdition of that magistracy was a much more 
sweeping incasurc than the reformei*s of 697 would 
have dared to propose. 

The Doge Ana&sto retained the direction of pnblic 
affiiirs from 697 to 717;' and during that period he 
was unremitting in his attention to the duties of hia 
high and respectable office. By bis energy and tact 
the intestine discord, by which his eomitiy had suf- 
fered 80 mnch and so long, was pacified or quelled ; 
the Equilese, especially, who had risen in open 
revolt, and had refosed to pay their proportion, or to 
discharge their arrears of tithes, were persoaded— by 
tlie force which might compel them — ^to return to 
obedience. The civil war, which had lately broken out 
between £qmlo and Heracha, was terminated by the 
inflnantial mediation of the Tiibnne Enzioo, or Airigo, 
Barbaromauo, in \\)iom Anafcsto appears to have re- 
posed unlimited confidence, and who was held in great 
respect by both fiMstions ; and the King of the Lom- 
bards, who, dming a considerable period, had re- 
garded tlie Republic with the eye of a conqueror, 
now condescended to ratify a treaty assigning to the 
Yenetians the whole of the territory lying between the 
greater and the lesser Piave, empowering the Bepnblic 

' Caroldo : Sistoria di VeneHa, p. 2 (Harl. MSS. ^20). 
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to erect boundary lines, and prohibiting either of tlie 
coniraeting parlies from building a siroDghold within 
ten miles of Chose lines.^ 

At the same time, tlie long reign of Anafesto, which 
extended OTer a space of twenty years, indicated the 
yadllatiiig state of the publio muid of Venice, still 
unprepared, as it seemed, to determine what foxm of 
goYcmuicnt was most closely adapted to the nature of 
the country and the character of the people. Demo- 
eraey had been a natural, ahnost an intoitiTe, ten-* 
dency : monarchy can only be regarded as an equally 
natural experiment. 

Anafesto died in 717 ; - he was succeeded by his 
Magister Militom, Maicello Tagliano,' who reigned nine 
years; and who lefb a reputation for the possession 

• Dandolo (lib. tu. ch. u). Sfuiudo (, I Ue dc JJuchi^ p. 443). Marin 
(vol. i p. 154-^). ** Cnm Lnilpnndo Yen nge inoomnilte pacis vin- 
cidimi,*' mjB Sagorniiiiii, **eoi^biiiftTit, apod qaem pacti stetnte que 
nuuc inter Veneticorum et Langobwdonun populmii muiait, im pcte a v it .** 
See also Muratori {Dmcrtationcx, vol. i. p. 56). 

• ITo was Iniricd in the cbtirc]i of hi^ nntivc cityof ITcrnclia. CJhrmiCa 
di Venctia, p. i (ilnrl. MS8. 4tt2Q Caruldo : Ibid. No. 5020). 

• ** Magistri quoquc Milituvu," says iluratori {DisHertationes Medii 
2Eviy yxA. i. p. 194), **oIim appellati Ffincipes, qniboi ciritalia regimen 
eommittebatiir. Qni tHnliaa ant minoreDi ant bowvioNm qnam dncia ane* 
toritatcm nescio on indicarct." The title was not peculiar to Venice. It 
existed also at Naples anrl Anmlfi, (See -D/x.trrf. i. p. 200.) But it 
does not appear that the office with which Tagliano was inrested was 
au}°tiiiag more than that of a Gastaldo or Tribune, with authority subor- 
dinated to that of the Doge. It is not at all improbable that among the 
Ycnetiaiia tlw Hagitter l^tmn «aa tbe eonlidcntlal adviaer of the Doge 
~«n officer who was invested with tbo genend superintaidence of 
public affairs, and we should perhaps recognize in the institution the first 
germ of a Privy ( 'rttinril. At Amalfi and at Naples, the office of Mn'^ister 
Milittwi possess* d a higher degree of importance. There he wae himself 
the supreme magistrate. 
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and exercise of uneM abilities. It was not till the 

latter part of tlie career of Orleo Orso, third Doge, 
wlio replaced Tagliano in 726, tliat the people had an 
appoitnnity of testing the real Yalae of the orgaoic 
ohange whidh they had effeotoated in their political 

system.* 

In the earher stages of his admiuistration, Orso, who 
prored himself to be of an actiye and enterprising 
character, occupied his leisnre in fiimiliaiiiing the 
Venetian yonth with the use, and trahiing them to the 
exercise, of arms ; and they were also mdebted to him 
for the establishment of schools of Artillery, where they 
were able to acquire a knowledge of the mode of con- 
ducting the operations of a siege, and of managing 
prcrjectile engines and batteries. Otherwise, the reign 
of Orso was remaining wholly nneventfiili and the 
signs of the times appeared to be favourable to the 
general impression that he would end his days, hke 
his two predecessors^ in honour and peace> when an 
incident occurred which changed altogether the oom- 

plcxion of aftairs. 

In 735, Kavenna, which the snccessora of Narses 
still retained as their place of residence and as the seat 
of their Yiceregal goyemment, fell into the hands of 

the Lombards, under Luitprand their king, who con- 
fided the defence aud preservation of the conquest to 
his nephew Ildeprandi and to PerideuSi Ihiko of 



' Ilic (Ursus) nobilis Heraclianua, incola in Heradid, Dux coucurditer 
Siefciu $ deeus patriae incly tis aetilmi plurimna wflrit* " O mdok (lik tIL 
p. 134). , 
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yioenea.^ The Exaroh, Ffttd Eatychius, finding eafetj 
onl^ in flight, sought a temporary shelter in the neigh^ 
bonnng Lagoon; the iUofitiioiis logitiiTe kindly 
and hospitably reoeiyed by the chief magistrate of the 

Vcuotians ; aud liis application to Orso for assistance 
was promptly seconded by a letter from the lioman 
Pontiffi who eameetly imploved the Bepubtio to go« 
operate inth Bntjcfaiiia in reselling Bavenna from the. 
Lombards.* The anival of a stranger of distinction at 
Venice was an event unparalleled in the short annals 
of the Commonwealth; and^ from the important eha- 
laeter of the olijeet wbieh he had in view in direeting 
his steps toward the Lagoon, the visit of the Exarch of 
Bayenna was certainly such as might tend to give a 
new tun to men'a thoughts. The sneeessor of Maroello 
Tagliano was personally ambitions of distinction, and 
impatient of repose; a prospect now seemed to be 
opaung before him of acqnirmg a high lepotatioa 
among his feUow«citiBens> of which his tranquil reign 
had theretofore excluded the possibiHty; and the Do<^o 
determined to use all kiB infueuce in prevailing on the 
BepnUio to enlist herself in theeanse of £nfychiiisand 
the Hdy See. The epistle of Gbegoiy tiie Thirds 
which was couched in terms apt to Hatter the pride of 
a rising yet obscure Btate, was therefore read by Orso ^ 
in thepiresenee ^ the popular assemblji he strongly 
- ■ ■ ' 

' Sagonunus (Chrm. 12). 

* " Gregorius episoopus, servus, etc Dilecto fiiio Ur^ duci Ycuctianun, 
Mlntem et apottoUetm benBdietioocm. Quia peccato,** &c 
•I>Midofeai^TiLeli.iii.)$ Sunidtt (Fte, ^ 444). 
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advocated a oomplianee with the joint prayer of the 

Pope and the Exarch ; and his appeal to the nation 
was powerfully supported by the growing uneasiness 
with which the Yenetians regarded the oyerbalaacmg 
power of the L(mihard Eings. In short, after be- 
coming dehberation, the Arrengo decided on espons- 
ing the just pretensions of Entychios. In taking tMs 
adyentDrons step, by which it was exeeedingly likeiy 
that they would incur the Tengeance of a neighbouring 
Power and a nominal ally, there cau be no doubt that 
the Islanders were actuated chiefly hj a desire to 
ingratiate themselyes with the Court of which the 
Exarch was tlie representative : a people wise m their 
generation were sensible that it was of the utmost 
consequence to a community, to whom commerce was 
of vital essentiality, to eultiyate the friendship of the 
masters of Constantinople and the Euxhie ; and it is 
worthy of note, how even at this early epoch the 
Bepublic hazarded her present existence for the sake 
of her fhture wel&re, and learned to consider the good- 
Will of the mlers of Italy secondary to the good-will 
of the Byzantine Court. The Fishenuen of Bialto were 
akeady playing, in truth, for a great stake ; — whether 
they would lose it or win it, was stiU gravely problema- 
tical. But the die was cast. 

In the meantime, the Lombard king, having left a 
numerous gaziison in Bavenna, under the joint chaige 
of his nephew and of the Duke of Yicenza/ had drawn 



* B.GiiistiiiM]ii(UKa:.:€dit.y€n.lM,8m). Tbe edition of Giiuti- 
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off his troops ifrom fhat place, and lay, at present, 
encamped at some distance. The moment was favour- 
able, therefore, to the prosecution of the entezpzise* 
StUl, the pmdent Doge determmed to proceed with 
wary steps, and to have recourse to a stratagem. The 
design of Orso consisted in circulating a report that 
Eui^ehins had failed to cany his object, and, at the 
same tame, in fiKvoniing a supposition that the small 
fleet, which was soon in course of preparation in the 
dockyard of Venice, was destined shortly to sail on an 
expedition to the flast;^ while, in lealily, the Exazch 
proceeded to Imola, with the intention of raising an 
auxiliary corps, and the Doge ^vas exerting every means 
in his power to be in readiness, on a given night, to 
act in concert with his new ally before the walls of 
Baveona. The feint was ingenious, well-execnted, and 
successful : at the samo time tliat a few troops, under 
Eutychius, invested KaveuLua on the land side, a small 
squadron under the Doge blockaded Oiassis from the 
sea and the Lombards, pnzssled how to act, or in 
which direction to turn their arms, situated as they 
were between two foes, found it necessary, after a brief 
though manfdl resistance, in which Peiidens fell, 
and ndeprand was taiken prisoner, to surrender and 



Bkni which I have used u that in Latin, 1492, fol. The work was tri]ii% 

latcd into the vcmnculnr bv TxKlovico Domoiiichi, and printOdatVcniOQi 
in 1545, 8vo. ; another edition appeared in 1608, Sro. 
' B. Giii8tiniaDi (lib. x. p. 115). 

• RsTcnna waa divided into two parts: that on the ride of the land WM 
eepcdally 80 called; the part which lay toward the harhoar was doignated 
CSsMif. 
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eTMWito the /dty. The Ezaieh was immedmtely n- 

iustatcd in his viceroyalty ; the anger of the Lnmbard 
king was molMed by tiie free lelease of his nephew | ' 
and the Mrvicee of Otao wete rewarded hj the Bytm-- 
tine Coort with the honorific title of Hjpatos, or Impe- 
rial Consul. 

ThnSt then, the earliest nndertakiiigof the Venetiaiui 
had been oompletely triumphant j and the anepioioiiB 

isBno of the late operation was injudiciously ascribed, 
ia pxinoipaly if not exolaaiTe measure by his party and 
ecnmexionB to the personal Talonr and addreaa of the 
Doge himself* The latter was too weak to withstand 
the voice of flattery : he was flushed and elated to an 
inordinate extent by his saeoess — the first soeoeil of 
the Tenetians ; and the eztnmigant encamimnB which 
proclaimed him a hero not unnaturally led him to 
bcHeye that he might be a tyranti It was therefore 
not long before the Bepablio discorered that she had 
acquired glory and reputation only at the expense of 
happiness and liberty ; and although there might be a 
natoral tendency on the part of .the Venetians to ex* 
tend a oerlain degree of indulgence to an abuse whiofa 
they had not anticipated, they soon found it impossible 
to tolerate the successive encroachments of Orso on 
those rights which they had been taught to consider 
BM peenliarly the rights of the people. A CItO War 
was tlie ultimate consequence ; and during that omi- 
nous strugglei which is said to have lasted through 



' Gio. Giac Caroido : UUtoria di Venetia, p. 60 (UarL MS& Umi)* 
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ssarlj two years^ the HeraelianB sealonsly Bupporled 
their illustrious tovsTismau in a course of policy which 
seemed to haye as its aim nothing less than the conr 
emMdm of the whole power of the State m the 

person of an individual. At lenp^h, liOAvcYcr, the 
strength Heraclia was oyermatched, and her re- 
90iiroes were ezhaaeted; the Popular Party gained 
the aicendency ; and in a general insiineotion of the 
multitude the pfdace was forced, and the Doge was 
assassinated (737) At the same time, his only son 
DiodatOy who wns made peihiqpB to partidpate in the 
pmiishment without having shared in the offence of the 
elder Orso« was condemned by the people to perpetual 
banidiment. 

It 18 BBB^ to imagine that the meral Faetione in 

Venice Tiewed the &te of Orso with a various senti- 
ment of horror or indignation; it is to be imagined, 
abOf that the rage whieh had maddened and conTulaed 
the reasoning facnltieB of the people snbaded gradnally 
into a mixed feeling of grief and regret. The malignant 
and deep-xooted animosity of the few to whom the 
late Dog^ might haTO rendered himself more peetdiarly 
obnoxious was possibly less transient ; but the people 
at large did not long retain their resentment : the 
piBsioim most easily j^OToked were those most easily 
assuaged ; and it is rational to conelnde that those who 
most partook exulted least in the crime. 
A ohangOj or at least a modifieation, in the aetoal 

• T}>c r /ironica di Venetia (Uarl. MSS. Ifo. 4S90) nySi Uiat be was 
MWMwinatcd ^*per 1 suoi meritti.** 
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foim of gOYeniment, was, howeyer, the point now con- 
templated and desired. A new People, imbued strongly 
with the I0T6 of ^eedom and with the hatred of oppres- 
sion, wished to create a chasm between the past and 
tiie fatnre, to draw a curtain over the loathsome spec* 
tacle wliicli iiad so recently betrayed the violence of 
* party spirit. After a few years' experience, not the 
arUtrary nature and the nnhmited duration of the 
dncal authority only, but the very title of Doge, had 
grown offensive in their eyes. And as it appeared 
that the object which they had m view was not to be 
accomplished^ except by a relapse to the system of 
annual elections, they decided in Arrengo on appomt- 
ing in the place of the Doge a magistrate who should 
be mrested during the tenn of one year with supreme 
authorify, and should bear the already fiyniliar title 
of Magistcr Militiiin, which had liitlicrto existed at 
Venice only in connexion with an office of subordinate 
rank The popular choice fell, in the first instance, on 
Domenigo Selvo, sumamed Lum,* a Malamocchese ; 
and at the close of a twelvemonth, Selvo was suc- 
ceeded by Felice Comicoiai also a citizen of Mala- 
mocco (788). 

The character of Comicola was mild and unassum- 
ing;' and the justness and moderation of his rule 
ultimately gained for him so much influence and 



* Sabellioo {De Ven. MagUtratiima^ sign. c). 

* Nwmgicro (^Yortu FeiWMHt p. tt«). tnnnmka di Venetia, p. 1 
(Hiii M88. 4880). Gttddo: JZiA FMe<S^^^2 (HttiM8S.rao 

* Daaddo (lib. viL di. 9). 
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iisKvoiir among his Mow-eitiz6ii8y ihat he pievailed 
cm the latter to resemd the senienee of exile whieh, 

during the Rovoliition of 737, had been pioiiouiiced 
agaisist Diodato Orso, the late Doge s soa« . In 
the same year ConiieolA lesigDed hia fanctionfly and 
Diodato, whose popularity had constantlj been on the 
increase since liis recal, was chosen to replace him 
(789). The son of the Doge Orso gave the electors 
no reason to regret their preference ; but his family 
and adherents "were, at the same time, defeated in 
their attempt to procure his re-election ; and, on the 
expiration of the twelfth month, the Master Taeated 
his seat in &yoiir of Gioliano Oepaiio (740) whose 
zeal and good fortune in achieving tlic second recovery 
of Eavenna irom the Lombards were recompensed, as 
in the case of the Doge Orso, with the title of Imperial 
Oonsnl. The successor of Oepario, and the fifth of 
the Masters of the Horse, Avas (xiovamii Fabriciaco, 
who was called to the magisterial chair in 741. Upon 
the installation of Fabnciaco, the ex-Master, Diodato 
Orso, who had been once more canTassing among his 
political supporters for re-election, and who had been 
consequently doomed to a second disappointment, 
became more actiye than ever in his intrigues; his 
conduct naturally awakened a feeling of jealousy and 
dislike in the breast of his successful opponent, toward 
whom, on his part, he had of course concdved corre^ 
spending sentiments ; and the breach between the two 



* Bbhria Veneta ^^ecnki (Add. MSS. Brit. Mas. 8578). 
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rivals widened (\ii\]y. Fabriciaco spared no eft'orts to 
weaken the influence of the new candidate for po\Mr 5 
but the efltablished populariiy of the hMieatf iecandad, 
it is alleged; by the excesses of the Mastev himselft 
gradually gained such ascendency over the public 
ttiindi that before the expiration of PabiiaiaiGo's jmur of 
fMcBf a well-OTganized fiuition^ secretly instigated by 
Orso, revolted against the authority of the cliief inagid- 
tratCi blinded him, and drove lum into exile. * 

The institntiony to which his tytaimioal conduct had 
helped perhaps to attach a certafai odium, was then 
formally abolished,* and the dogate was restored in 
the person of Diodato Orso, who was invested with liis 
bthef's sceptre In tiie new Palace at Malamocco (7dft) 
To the reign of Orso II., wliich embraced a period of 
thirteen years, tliree events only are assigned — the 
renewal of the treaty, which Anafesto had condndedy 
abont 700, with the King of the Lombards ; an earth- 
quake, which deluged the islands; and a conspiracy, 
which terminated the life of the Doge. 

The election of Orso II. fhmished a proof of the 
zeal, affection, and inihioncc of the family to which he 
belonged ; it also served to excite the jealous enmity of 
his disappointed rivalsi among whom Galla Catanio^ 
the son of the Tiibane of MalamoceOf was the most 

. ' For thii find wbat immedittdj precedes, aee Sagornimu {Ckront 
13). Uttin (i. 187). Also Butoria Seereia Vtneta^ IbL 8 (Add. M8S. 

i8678). 

* A^s^^nunos (C%nM* 16). 

' B. Giortiiilaiu (lib. zii. p. U9). HitL Seereta, &L 9 (Add. HSS. 
8578), 
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dMmingblBotiMy and kad been tiie inoat bon&daiiitf 
Buocess.^ Catanio, who knew thai he might aaMy 

tely on the steady cohesion and support of iua owii 
tomttnen and their allies oi Eqnilo hi any political 
movement agabst the Hemolian Doge, waa too ten of 
purpose and too fond of power to abandon, withont a 
irfaniggle, his claim to the throne : nor was he generous 
enough to IbrgiTe a more forhmate eompetitori and 
lie was no aooner apprised of the eleotioh of Diodatb 
than he began to concert secret measures for getting 
hd of the unsuspecting object of his resentment. The 
feimation of his plana waa attended^ indeed, by leaa diffi- 
cnltj than was &eirezeeati€Q. The conspirator watehed 
in Tain for a suitable occasion of carrying his views into 
effect, and Catanio was ultimately enabled to gain hifi 
nefiuriona ends only by eonatnihig a measoze of pieeair- 
tion on the part of the Doge into an ^blem of tyranny. 
The large island of Oliioggia had been divided from the 
aarheet times into two parts: — one waa known aa Soikfi- 
Mofina, the other waa called Brmdolo, The latter, 
bituated between Sotto-Miiriiia and tlie mouth of tlio 
Adige, had long been regarded by the Doge as a point 
where the Bepablic might espeot and mnat repel an 
intadon from without i he detennined to afarengthen 
the important position ; and the progress of the fortifl- 
cations, which rapidly grew mider his eye, was observed 
by Catanio with secret satis&ciion and feigned distmst. 
A report was speedily circulated that the very man who 

* Dtoddo (lib. tiL ch. 9). Sanudo (File, p. 446). B. Giustmiani 
(fib. zi. Pip. 184-^. FIUtflCraLT.il. 84). 
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affected a desire to secure. Ycnctiaii independence, har- 
boured an infamoiiB project for deatrojing it ; and that 
the patriotism, which the people might he disposed to 
admire, was nothing more than a mask which served 
to dufgnise the ambitioiia deeigna of a cia% tjrant.^ 
Nor waa this inteipfelaiioii of the poHcy and plana of 
tlio Doge rejected hy the majority : m hin suspicions 
and denunciations, Oatanio was believed to be just and 
honest; and on one oeoanoni as Diodato was anrvviying 
the works at Brondolo, he was surprised and cnielly 
butchered by the conspinitorfi,* who precipitately re- 
tin ncd to Makmocco, and proclaimed their leader JDoge 
of Venice (755) «« 

Gatanio, it is to be noted, had been invited by his 
supporters and political friends to accept the crown as 
a well-eanied reward for his patriotic vindication of 
popular freedom; — in other words, he ascended the 

throiie as the champion of republican liberty. But the 
same audacious and unprincipled love of power which 
had led the soccessor of Qrso the Second to usuxp, led 
him also to abuse an au&ority which now seemed to 
recognize no other limit than the will of the prince and 
the patience of the people. An absolute sovereign, while 
he needed no provocation^ knew no restraint; and 
during a brief and odious career of fourteen monthSy 



* Bernardo Giustiuiaui (lib. xi. p. 12 J) ; Sagomiims, IG. 
■ Stgomira (ClfXMi. 16) ; B. Giuatiiutnl (hM supra). 

* Cknmiea di Veneim, p. S (HuL HSS. No. 4830). JSTtiAirw H 
Venetia, 695-1439, p. 3 (Ibid. No. 3549). Chroniche di me k Catadt 
d»l Cmdi Vtaisia (Ki^g^a MSS. l^ritish Musenm, 140). 
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biB ahamelesB exeeflseo exciied the mingled dread and 

aversion of all classes of Ms unfortiuiate subjects. On 
the expiration of tliat peziod, however, the people 
febelled against their goTeniiii6nt« aeized the person ol 
the tyrmtf exocolated him, and droye him into banish- 
ment.^ Domenigo Monegaro, another citizen of Mala- 
moccO) was chosen (756) as his successor; and the 
pmdenee of the National Assembly, whieh had been 
taught by sad experience, assigned to the new Doge 
a Privy Council of two members, whoso sanction 
was pronounced necessary, before any public act could 
become Talid. These magistrates, whose authority 
was designed to operate as a check on the Ducal 
Prerogative, were of tribunitial rank : their names 
were Oandiano Oandiano and Angelo Bado^, the lai« 
ter of whom, an Heradian by birth, was gastaldo or 
tribune of Rialto. But the fierce and stubborn cha- 
racter of Mouegaro rendered the innovation utterly 
useless; and during a reign of eight years, he 
obeyed without reserve the dictates of a sensual 
and ferocious disposition. Judicial awards were 
regulated or reversed at his whim or caprice ; the 
Laws and the Constitution were set at nought ; the 
honour of women was treated with outrage ; tide social 
and politiciil rights of the citizens were viulated; even 
the ties of friendship and blood, which it was most 
clearly the mterest of Mon^garo to cherish, he spumed 
or neglected in the intoxication of power; and the 



' A tragedy nibimded on tUs ralgeQl in 1797, by Giik Pindononti, 
■ad H loog c^loyed popolarily. 
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efforts of tha Privy Ooonoil to cub Im mtmm wwo 
nmfoimlyiaefietaiL But the erimM «id fidlias of tba 

Doge recoiled, in the end, ou his ovai head ; ^ and in 
tdUd eighth year of his odious rei<p, the tyrant waa 
iTiffliiMTred within the yeiy pBacmcteof the Dqeei ftdaca 
bj the insnrgent umltitode (764) • 

Monegaro was replaced by Maiirizio Chdbaio or 
Calbani,^ of Heraclia» a pexsou of great experience, 
whoee vise modentioii pxeeented a bo^^ cenlasl 
to the savage and intraetaUe ferocity of hie imme* 
diate predecessors; and the nation which ind 
UmfmA to netoom OitisMi of Hfl Tftfiltt hi^d eoon 
an opportunity of adwiiring the joet md tempO" 

rate poHcy of the Dogo of Venice, ^vho caiTied to 
the Throne the vijriaes which had adorned a priviUa 
etation*' 

Two yearn alter tiie aecesfiian of GMbeio, a Oonvo- 

cation of the Clergy was held, in which it was resolved 
that, with the sanctiou and concurence of the Doge, 
the idands of Bialto, Oamelle or Znaole, Lopiio, 
DoiflodniOy and Olirob, whioh had theretofere been 
embodied with tlie Bishopric of Malainocco, bhould be 
withdrawn that exciusive jurisdiction, and ezeeted 
into a eepante and independent See. Oalbaio waa ftuf 
from oiflfenng any objection to the proposed change ; 
and he evinced his anxiety to heal party differences by 
nominating Obelalto di Antenori, the eon of the Tri- 

* Hiid^ md Gio. Giac. Caroldo, Hist. (IlarL MSB. No. MM). 
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bone of MalamDcco/ and nephew of the Tribune of 

Eqnilo, first Bisiiop of OUvoh (7G6) . 

Diiring the foiirteeii years which elapsed from 
the death of Moni8flaio» hia anooeeaoir continiifid to 
miiie nndnr hia mild and paternal sway a happy 
and thriving commumty of merciiants, artificers, 
mechanics, and fishermen ; in that brief and tran- 
qnil interval tha inteotine fends which had ao kmg 
been a burden and reproach to the nation at large 
were pacified; and commerce and navigation, which 
had langnifthed daring the feeble and turbulent 
reigna of Falnidaco, Catanio, and Mbnegaro, venyed 

uiulcr the wise and vigorous aduiiiiibtratiou of Maurizio 
Galbaio. A fresh impulse was given, in short, to poblio 
affiuza; civil difMenaiim ceased, at last, to ezereiae a 
balefol inflnence over the Oommnne; and the spirii of 
partisansliip, which had tainted the iiutional mind and 
had corroded the national energy, now gave place to 
a bttiign spirit of concoxd« Thus, fer the first time 
since the death of the excdlent MamUo Tagliano 
in 720, the Venetians were ouce more governed by a 
virtaoos prince, and the latter was, on his part, the 
mler of a people anxkms to affoid him testimony of 
their -gratitude and love. It was the wish of the 
BepubHc to do especial honour to a man wlio displayed 
audi constant and eamest aolicitqde fer the nationai 
wdfere, and who shevred sacfa nntiring and, as it 
seemed, nnHplfiftli zeal in the service of his countiy ; 
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and in 778, Giovanni GkJbaio, the Doge's only son, 

was invited by the legislature to diviJe with his latiicr 
the power which Mauzizio had used so well.^ 

Without finding any coneqponding adyantage6,*it ia 
iBasy to detect many obnoxiona featnxea in the ensfcom, 

which had thus originated, of associating the son with 
the father in the chief authority. In the iirst place, it 
was a custom which cleariy tended, to a large extent, 
to endanger pnblic order and to promote ciyil discord. 
Secondly, that raiity of purpose and action, which it had 
been the leading aim of the men of 697 to establish, 
the flyatem of copaicenywaa calculated on eyeiy accomtt 
to destroy. Thirdly, while it afforded the reigning 
House still ampler means than at present of indnlging 
pvivate piqne or pensonal ambition, it prepared the 
BepnbHc to eonceiTe a distaste for a form of govern- 
ment which othenvise seemed tolerably suitable to her 
character and wants* Besides, it was exceedingly 
probable that the precedent which had been tbiw 
fomiflhed by popular enthnsiasm wonid be qnoted end 
abused by succeeding Doges, who, without possessing 
the same moderation, might not unnaturally desire to 
enjoy the same privilege as GaiboLo I. 

The evils of the new institation did not obtrusively 
manifest themselves, however, during the lifetime of 
Mauxizio, who discountenanced perhaps any attempt on 

* "Eodcm aimo (778)» Vencti avidi ^fnuricio Duci satisfacere, qui in 
ZM^otii^ publids loudabiliter se habucntt, Juuimem, eJuM natuiu dignitatis 
como r tan, tt potiea tiucmtorem eoUmdinnit; dnotqne Dnen eodcm 
tempore Vencti habere eoepemnti peniekMB rei r^ffyjhm mfmeoribna 
rdtnqimtei."— ItaiM (lib. m p. 147). 
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the part of Giovanni to overstep the jnst Hinits of Ins 
authority. But in 787* Galbaio the First died, 
leaving the sole gOTeniment of the Bepublie in the 
hands of his son; and the latter, who pxoved hunsdf 
a direct contrast to his iilustnuus parent in point of. 
character, soon shewed his country how unwisely and 
impmdently she had acted in engialting on the eonsti- 
tation the assodatmg principle. 



' Chnmit /te Venezmne ikilC ori^inc d>Ahi Citid ^ino oi 1616* 3 VoLb. 
Mo. (Additional BriU Mus. ba7i>, foi. 4i^.) 
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CHAPTER III. 

A.D. 787-864. 

The fliaracter of Galbaio II. — His Excesses — ^Association of hia Son 
Mtturiado (Galbnio ITT.) (796)--Murder of the Patriarch of Grado 
— rroibimd Sensation throufjhout Venice — Conspiracy of the 
Antc-iion mid utliers agaiiist tbe Gaibaii — Civil War — The Antcnon 
Faetkm mvokes the Aid of the Oooii Fnmoe— Bamihment of 
the Gftlbaii, and Elevmtion of Ohderio di Anteoori to the Thrane 
(804) — Association of his Brother Beato — Internal Dissensions — 
Destruction of Ilcraclla — Co-operation of Venice with the Greeks 
in the Sif'Tc of Coiiunachio — Faihire of that Undertaking — First 
Venetian Embassy to Constantinople — Disagreements in tiic Faiiiily 
of Autcnori — Ai$»ociation of YalentiDo di Autenori (808) — Charle- 
magne Bolkits ih9 AflriBtBDoe of the RqmUio— The VenelHitis 
decline to aceede to hie Brapoaal— Exile of the Antcnori^The 
Emperor declares War against Venice— His Son Fepin attacks the 
Inlands with a Fleet — His complete Discomfiture (809) — Angelo 
Iladocr, Doge (809-827) — His long and peaceful Reign— Succcj^sive 
Association of his sons Giovanni and Giustiiiiani — Badoer II., Doge 
— Association of his Brother Giovanni — Translation of the 
Bodj of Samt Uttk from Akxandria (829)^aeuit Maik beoomee 
the Patron Saint of the Sepoblie— Death of Ginatnuani— Giovanni 
Badoer (Badoer III.), sole Doge (829-36)— Betum of the Exile 
Obelerio to Venice — Ilia Con8|)iracy, Capture, and Execution- 
Destruction of Malainocco- Deposition of Badoer Til. — Pietro 
Tradenigo, Dope (83()-()4) — His long and eventful Heitrn — His 
Tragical End (864) — Short Interregnum — Orso, the grandson of 
Ai^o Badoer, Doge. 

Galbaio the Second possessed not that wisdom^ 
which had distiognished, in so marked a degree, the 

' ' Verho ct opere patri diasimilis, conunoda patris noQ bene tnctaTitT 
-"Dtrndolo (lib. vii. p. 148). 
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]afte Doge lus iafcher; and « syskeimitic oomse ol 

gross mificondiiet gradually estranged from him the 
afiections of the people, while it fori'eited the rich 
be^ofifit whieh the Yeaeiable Mflnxisio bad tnuuBEoitted 
te lus too, in the lo^ and good-will of a natioiu 
Galbaio was licentious, profligate, and cruel ; haughty 
and overbearing in disposition, in temper hasty and 
TefaenMut; and while he wanted that commanding and 
tranaeeiideni geniin wliich of bad men aometunea makatf 
great Princes, he was destitute of the milder virtues by 
which men of moderate views and capacity may win 
natidnal eoniidfioee and Svnmt, 

The odiom^ and imbappily long reign of OalbdoII. 
rccfiUod to memory the dark days of Monegaro, Galla, 
and FabriciacOy tiie nadir of the national glory and 
proqpenfy. Onee mote the citizens were exposed to 
robbery and rapine, their kinswomen to di^ononr and 
insult. Once more justice was openly bought and sold ; 
oonm^tum and peijory again became g6nerai« Magis* 
tralss weie bribed, witnesses were snbomed; trifles 
were constmed at pleasure into faults, faults woro 
magnitied in like manner into crimes ; and the Doge 
and his satellites had reeonrse to the most tyrannieal 
and aibitraiy measmes in the indolgenoe of their 
cupidity or caprice, while tlicy plunged witlK)ut reserve 
into every wild excess which afforded gratihcation to 
their sfarioe or hist. The wealthy and the beantifdl 
mi^t sa;ve their hTes hj the saeriflce of their fintone 

1 Si^aaiiiiH (Oiwi. 17). Becniao Gioitiitei (lib. ziL^ 
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or their honour ; but aa i^oiuiiuons foXe awaited such 
as nught in any maxuier have thwarted or dii^leesed 
that licentioas crew, and who were neither in a position 
to pacify nor to captivate their venal enemies. Still, 
it appears that nine years of bad and oppressive go- 
venunent weze insufficient to exhaust the forbearance 
of the people ; and when the andacions tyrant ventured, 
in 796, to solicit that privilege, they made no attempt 
to oppose {he association of his only son Maiiiizio 
(Galbaio m.) , who had down to this time dissembled 
his vices with difficulty and care. It can liaixlly, how- 
ever, be snrpnsing that the new Doge, whose milder 
counsels it was h<^»ed or imagined would exert a 
softening inflnence over the mind of Giovanni, soon 
evinced a disposition to share rather than to check the 
excesses of the latter. It was not to be expected that 
a prince who from his yonth had been accustomed to 
witness deeds of violence sanctioned by impunity, and 
eyen applauded by senile adulation, would afford an 
example worthy of imitation, still less one which such 
a £Either would choose to imitate. And, in fiict, during 
the next nine years, the two Galbaii seemed to vie 
with each other in abusing the honourable privilege 
which their ancestor had acquired by his virtuous 
moderation. 

On the death of Obelalto di ^Vutcuori, first Bishop of 
Olivolo, in 797, the Byzantine Court prayed the elder 
Galbaio to nominate as his successor Cristoforo 
Damiato, a young man of five-and-twenty,^ and a 

* Cranaca AUimUCi Jib. ii. p. 47. Arch, JStor, Ital. viit* 
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lelalive of the Exaieh of Bayeima* The Doge» who» in 
common with the Heraclian Faction to which he 
belonged, was possessed by a conviction of the high 
importanoe of adopting a coneiliatoiy policy towaid the 
Lower Empire, offered no objection to the proposition ; 
Diimiato was appointed to the Sec, and lie merely 
awaited consecration at the hands of Giovanni, the 
aged patriarch of Giado. The latter, howerer, was too 
consdentions and bold not to express a feeling of 
displeasure and disgust at tlic ordniation of a youth, 
who was not even a Venetian : and he staunchly refused 
to administer the holy oil, or to bear a part in easting 
the first blot on the nntamiahed hononr of the Church. 
The Doge expostulated ; but the resolution of the old 
man was unalterable. Galbaio insisted; and in the 
vehemence of his wrath the fonner proceeded to pro* 
nonnce a sentence of ezcommnnieation against both 
the Doge and Damiato. Galbaio and his son were 
amazed at the audacity of their Metropohtan; and 
BCaorizio especially, who now abnndantly proyed that 
he was not unworthy of such a parent, bumiug with 
impatience to wreak his vengeance on the common 
olgeet of their rese nt ment, hastened, with his father's 
conommnce, to Qiado, entered that town without 
opposition at the head of a few troops, and, seizing the 
unibrtunate prelate, caused him to be hurled from the 
loftiest tower of his own palaee. 

The report of this dastardly deed flew from island to 
island, until the sad truth became geneially Imown in 
Venice ; the indignation of the people was easily legible 
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in tlueatey isveeiiiFM, and mioiimrs; and iba 
Oalbaii, pereeiving that they had gone aomewhat too 

far, made an attempt to avert the gathering storm hy 
o^ering the vacant pallium to Giovanni's nephew, 
Fovtmiaio of Trieste. Bui a erime of aoeh deep 
was inexpiable. The kte eatastrophe was one ci a 
kind which, in any age and under any circumstanceSy 
iroa calculated to awaken a sentunent cf the defeat 
abhdmnce? in an age when the priesthood was in 
such high repute, and under such circumstances, it 
amounted to a 8acril^[ioas enormitj. Independently 
of his saered character and his holy office, GioYanni 
had rendered himself, by his gentle manners and 
amiable disposition, uuivcrsally popular; his cruel and 
melancholy fate was therefore deplored by all classes of 
the commnnity ; all joined in reprobating his muder 
as a honiMe ontrage on religion and hmnanity; and 
while Fortunate, too ambitious to haw a delicate scusc 
of honour, accepted the proffered dignity, he neither 
renonneed the deeixe, nor rehnqnished the hope, of 
obtaming idtimate satisfaction for the injury which hia 
family had sustained. 

In the relations whieh subsisted, in the eighth and 
ninth centuries, between Venice and the Empire of the 
West, there appears to have been Bttle cordiahty. Yet 
at the same time they were friendiy and almost unin- 
terrapted ; and while those deniaens of the Adriatio 
Lagoon persevered through every phase of fortime in 
the design which the Republic had formed in her 
inlkucy of securing at any cost the exclusiYe patronage 
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of the Byzantme Oonrt* tlie YmMmn, fodging wisely 
that their rank as an Italian State must largely depend 
on their progress as a trading commimitj^ hesitated 
not to soHciiy ftt the hands of the BueeeBsam of Albom 
and CloTis, the valuable right of commerce and of way 
on the rivers which imgated the plains of Lombardy 
fysd France. ^ Still, in the estimation of a tme Yenetiaay 
the Aanks and the Lomhaids stood ahnosi as low in 
the sciJe of civilization as the Huns and tlie Vandals. 
They might certainly be less ferocious and blood-thirsty 
m ehaneter, m condition somewhai moze zefined and 
enlightened* But their language seemed to be equally 
barbarous, their manners equally rude, their dress 
equally uncouth ; ^ and a people who prided themfiebres 
especially on their direct descent from the Bomans, and 
whose halnts of life hromdit them in closer contact than 
any other European nation of that day with the pohte 
inhabitants of the Levant, had insensibly contracted a 
secret feeling of eontonpt lor the heUiGOse and illitente 
na^Tes of Gaul. Moreover, the Venetians were dis- 
posed to consider that an adhesion to the empire of 
Ghaifamagne aiforded no security kx the national 
Ebcrty and independence; while they were well awara 
that to break ofl' their connexion ^sith the Court of 
Constantinople was to strike at the root of their 
ef^nmcKisl ptoqpsiify* 
On the o^ier hand, theie was, at the pmcnt time^ a 

' ^Ulou {Mmmmeiis de9 different Agv$ vb$ervis dans la Hfrntf Yitme, 
4to. Parta, 1821). 

* It wM ft Tenetian (Francesco Lodorici), howvfcr, wfco wrote th« 
Tnomfi di Carlo »• Youaia, 103fi, 4to. 
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fsmall yet rising party in Yenioei who were led by 

disgust at the conduct of the two Galbaii, or possibly 
by more selfish motivee, to regard the Franks and their 
neighbonzs with a less intolerant eye, and to view a 
more intimate alliance with the empire of the Carlo- 
vingians as accessory to the welfare, and not whoUy 
inconsistent with the dignity, of the Bepablic. liiat 
party whose nmnber and inflnenee were steadily in the 
ascendant already counted among its leading con-- 
stituents Obelerio di Antenori, Tribmie of Malamocco, 
and the brother of the late Bishop of OUtoIo, Demetrio 
Marmano, and Giorgio Foscari ; ^ it was now at once 
joined by the new Patriarch of Grado, who probably 
e]q)ected to be placed thus in a position to accomplish 
his own private ends. 

This pohtical schism rekindled the War of the 
Factions ; instead of being rent by innumerable divi- 
sions, as in the era of the Tribimeship, the State was 
now distracted by a deadly fend between two great rival 
parties ; and those parties might not inaptly be deno- 
minated the Franks and the Greeks. The former, whidi 
comprised the PAtrian^ of Grade and his adherents, 
advocated the expediency of departing from the imme- 
morial pohcy of Venice, and of establishing a closer 
ccmnexion between the Bepublic and the Oonrt of 
France; thelattw, consistang of the Galbaii themselveey 
and of the citizens of lleracha, were averse, on the 

■ Chronica di Venetia, p. 4 (Harl. MSS. 4820). Caroldo, Historia di 
Venetia, p. "2 (Thid. 50-20). Chronica delle Caxade delta CiUii di Vrnf-rui^ 
p. 204 (kings UO). rietio Dolfioo {^AmaU VeH^^% iunga 
MiScS. 149). 
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groimd of affdciioii and mtenBti from the introdnetion 

of aiiy such change. 

The tot stage of the new Giyil War was, howeTer^ 
of comparatively brief dnzatioii: lor an extensive con- 
spiracy, 'wiiich had been secretly organized by the Frank 
Party against the Galbaii, was, by the indiscretion of 
its members, prematurely detected; and those impli- 
cated had obviously no other comne open to them 
but an immediate flight from Venice, and an appeal 
to their French patron for protection and sympathy. 
Fortonato himself repaired accordingly to the Court 
of Charlemagne; Antenori, Marmaito, and Foscari 
remainccl at Treviso,* where they purposed to watch 
the progress of events, and to raise the standard of 
revolt against Giovanni and his son* 

The side which was taken by the Greek Party in this 
question may appear to have been the wiser and the 
nobler of the two : yet, at the same time, it is extremely 
possible that their adhesion to the Byzantine Conrt 
was attributable to canses with which we are left nn- 
acquainted. For instance, there is an obscure tra- 
dition that toward the close of the reign of Galbaio L 
Charlemagne thought proper to resent some real or 
ima^rined insult on the part of the Islanders, by confis- 
cating the whole of the property which the Merchants 
of Heraclia had gradually acq[U]red on the terra firm; 
and if there be any troth in this story, it might be fidr 
to' infer that tlie stroncf reluctance evinced by the Greek 
Faction to place the relations of tiieir country with the 

* SagoniiDtts {Ckron, 19). 
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Vnoth, Bmpze on * finnef or friendlier footmg liaul 
ariflen, in large measure, from that ciKomstaiiee. 

His sacred attributes, his high station, tlie wrongs of 
liis family, aboTO ail, the position which he o( cnpied as. 
eliief and repwwrnitatiTe of the French Faetion in 
Veniee, imiued the Patriarch of Qndo n graoooi 
reception at the hands of Charlemagne, and in liis 
interviefr with thai great man, the astute churcliman 
fialed not to imptove the natmal adwita^ which ha 
enjoyed, Ly offering every homage which the son of 
P^in might account due to his rank and genius. 
Opeoing the contonee with a foU and higU 
relation of the minder of his micle, the !Mnate dwelled 
for some time on tlie wanton and flagitious cliai'acter 
of that act. He next proceeded to expatiate on the 
injnmns effioota of the newiiyatem of aaBodatioii^ which 
(he said) was gradmdly iraasforming an deetiTe ma* 
gistracy into an hereditary despotism. * He then drew 
the attention of Charles to the present state of public 
feeling m Venice, to the increasmg difiigost with which 
tiie in&mous tyranny of GioTanni and Maurizio Gal- 
baio was inspiring all classes of the citizens, and the 
oonaeqnentiy growing inclination^ on the part of the 
people generally, to swdll the ranks of the Freneh 
Fiiction. Then, in allusion to a recent treaty between 
Charlemagne and the Byzantine Court, ^ which had 
dedared Venice a free republic, attached by the ties of 
friendship and interest only to the Eastern Bmpire, the 

* Mitm(TbLLpp.2SS-4)$ EiliatE (voL T. p. 293). 

* Dtndolo (Ub. m ch* IS)* 
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fiiitrinTffh ixntxantd. to soesBet gnofa an tinbuaioas 

connexion ifM in every point of view detrimental to 
tht welfare of the Empire of tbo West. ^ Fortun&to 
ffonfihidi^ by iimkmg the vengMiioe of fihurlmnagne 
en ifae heads of ihose wickBd and impious men lAo 

had imbrued their Imuk m the blood of ]m hmocmt 
xelatiye. 

Tbe Frenoh Empenxr, vlio seems to hxre long 
haiboviied tba design of aiming a blow ai Venetian 

liberty, lent a not nn willing mr to the words v^-hich fell 
fiomf ortonato; and it may be suspected that, while ho 
eznessed s p ito w at the death of t h^ miiilA. and an 
inteiest in the eanse of the' nephew, Chades fonned 
in his mind the secret resolution at once of ridding 
himself of a troublesome ndghbour, and aei^g 
an inndoable s ea p o r t, bj annering the Commnne of 
Venice, at the first opportmiity, to the dominions of 
the Iron Crown. The son of Pepin conld hardly bo 
insensible to the wondeifoi ^eilities which the aeqtusi* 
tkm of the Dogado weald afford to the reimion of the two 
Empires in his o^vn person : nor is it to bo supposed 
that he was ignorant ihai in becoming the master of 
Veniee» he would beeome the master of the Adriatioi 
and the possessor of the Eey which milocked the 
doors of the East. Charlemagne, however, did not 
doly estimate the difdcolties of the achievement which 
he appears to have been contemplatmg about this 
period. In the eyes of a prince who was naturally 
inclined to disparage the importance of .a small State 
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tmeh as the BepabliCi and who bad aasaiedly new 
paosed to investigate the true floofoe and spring of 
Venetian greatness, the conquest of the islands in the 
SaLt-Lagoou might well appear little more than the 
profitable oeeapation of a leisnze hour. GharleB was 
not improbably under the influence of an impression 
that, by placing the Ducal Bonnet on his own brows, 
and taking the Ivory Sceptre into his own handsy he 
would be able to raise his coimtiy to the highest rank 
among Naval, as she was already among Militaiy 
Powers. He did not take sufficiently into calculation 
the effect which would be produced by the conversion 
of an independent conmrane into a dependent province. 

But during the absence of I'oiluiiato in France, an 
occurrence had supervened in his own country which, 
while it hastened his retumy frnstratedy in a large 
measure, the projects of his Boyal Patron. Not long 
after the depai-ture of the Patriarch from Venice, 
Giovanni and his son, having surpassed, in some 
particular instancci the measure of popular forbearance, 
had been driven from thehr throne by a powerful 
insurrection, and had been forced, to take refuge, the 
former in France, the latter ^ at Mantua ; and the 
Tribune Antenori having been proclaimed Doge at 
Treviso by his paiiy, had been escorted in triumph to 
Malamocco, where he received the berretta amid the 
rejoicings of a people emancipated at last, as it might 
seem, from the galling yoke of tyranny (804) 

* Sagornintis {Chrou, 20). 

* «<uic (Obcleiio) tribamu Mathcmaucemb in Tairuio, a Venetia 
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It was exceedingly donbtfol whether the elevation of 

the late Tribune of Makmocco could be justly ascribed 
to French inflaenoe : yet it was no lees certain^ that 
Charlemagne eonnted laigely on the gratitoda and 
tractability of the new Doge ; and Antenori himself, 
who did not possess that force of character, which 
might have led him to desert his fiiction for the sake of 
serving his conniiy, was personally well disposed to 
acknowledge the claim. But the bare supposition, that 
the Eepublic would obey, or that her first magistrate 
wonld be suffered to receive, the commands of a foreign 
Power, seems to be soffident proof, that Obelerio 

grossly misjudged his position, and that Charles greatly 
overrated his influence, at Yeiiice. It might be opou 
to the emperor to flatter the pride, and to tamper with 
the patriotism, of a party, without producing any 
marked sensati on on the general mind of the RepubHc. 
Indeed, it was well known that the French faction had 
received no s%ht 6ncom!agement from him, in the 
shape of promises and bribes, to persevere in the 
course, which they were then puisuing. But the 
attempted enforcement of a gronndiess right to dictate 
to the Venetians the line of poUcy, to which they should 
adhere, as regarded their external relations, only closed 
the wounds of civil discord, and awakened the heart of 
a nation. 

Shortly after his accession, Obelerio got leave to 

exulihua Dux electua, fugatu Ducibua, Venetiaa mtravit, et cum hooore 
■fuoeptua, a pofolo in Mmlwinanco intranintut ti^-^JkaiMo (tu. 
p. IAS.) 
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aasoeiflle Ms younger brother Beato^ ^ and in 80d| the 
two Boges, aazioiis io ingratiate themsehes perflonallj 

with the emperor, proceeded to Paris accompanied by 
Paniy Duke of Zara, and Douatas^ biahop of the same 
place, and loaded ivith rich presenta. They readied 
their destination sliortlj after GhristmAS. ' The Ante- 
nori came on the part of the French faction, to enter 
into an nnderstanding inth Charlemagne, reapeefcing 
ihek fatnre political tactics and the administrakibii of 
Venetian aiVair.s. The duke and the hi shop were sent 
by the Dalmatians on an ordinary diplomatic errand. 
It was probably, on this occasion, that Obekrio 
married the French lady, who is known io haye 
materially influenced his subsequent career, and who 
is said to have been one of the ladies of the 
imperial comt* ThoSi the new reign may be said to 
have been mipropitious at its very outset. A storm 
was gathering. 

During a while, howerer, the two brothers continued 
in the peaceftd exercise of their aathority, without 
exhibiting, on either side, an inclination to abuse the 
power which was jointly vested in them, or to engross 
it. But an unforeseen incident speedily brought to 
A dose this brief interval of tranqniDify^ On the 
L/(?i near I'lgiicda, at the mouth of the Piaye,'some 
noble citizens of Mahunocco had recently foxmded a 
Colony, which they endowed with a chnrch, and planted 

* Pieiro 62atiliiid, Cknuiea di Venetia, p. 21 (King*s MSS. 148). 

* ^inardi Opera, i S64 (a Contemporaiy). 
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with orchards, oliveyards aaid vineyards ,* their position 
aflGorded them a free access to the ueighboiiring cities ; 
ind vnder the anapieeB ci eonuneiee and the indiisfcrial 
arte the Betllers gradaallj became a thriTing com* 
mimity. Yet, although they had hitherto purstied 
their peacefdl caUings without hindrance, their pro- 
gma was watohed with a jeaionB and intolerant eye hy 
the dtfsens of Heraelia, whose maloTolenoe toward ^e 
Malamocchese had increased, in no slight degree, since 
the expolfiion of the two Qalbaii)^ and in course of 
time the eediided retreat on the banks of the Fiave 
was constantly exposed to predatory visits from the 
Herachans, who were genoraliy led by one of their 
most powetfdi townsmen, Giorgio Joamiasio. The 
natoral eonseqnonce was, that collisionSf sometimes 

attended by fatal results, "v^ crc of frequent occuncuce 
betwe^ the Colonists and the aggressors ; in one of 
them were dain the fonr brothers of GaUa Catanio, a 
nobk Bqnileee;* and CSatanio, disconsolate at the loss, 
at once repahed to Mafainocco, and preferred his com- 
plaint before the Doges Antenori. Whether his success 
wsi left to rest wholly on the issae of this conference 
with Obderio and his brother, or whether the mjnred 
man was invited to plead his cause before the Arrengo, 
there are no means of ascertauiing. Unquestionably, 
the Antenori had the power of redress in their own 
hands, and it was perfectly competent for them to 

' Paolo Morosini (^Storia della RepuhhUca di Venezia dalt origim deUei 
C&to«mAlamM>1486,lib.iiLp.W. Yen. 16S4) 
« B. Qiurtmiani (Ub. BiiL ^ 147). 

5 — 2 
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pnmoimee a jadgment in sodi a case ^thont zefening 
to the Bational assembly. But, on the other hand, it 

might be considered more politic to presence, under an 
actual despotism, the form of a free constitution, and 
the £Eunt image of a pore Bepnhlic. The fiera- 
dians/' exchumed Galla, when he had nnfolded the 
circumstances wkicli brought Vh't" to Malamocco, and 
had demanded reparation for the wrong, — the Hera- 
diansare themost wijnstof men; they never eease to 
conspire against the Commonwealth; they spnm and 
defy the laws, and violate the dearest and most sacred 
rights of individuals." The eharge of Catanio was 
parOy tme: his eomplaint was perfectly jnst. The 
plea winch lie used was potent ; the temptation wliich 
he offered was strong ; and after a becoming hesitation 
the Doges consented viith secret alacrity to avenge the 
wrongs of a hereayed brother on the members of an 
odious faction. A few light barks were accordmgly 
armed and equipped, and placed under the orders of 
BeatOi who proceeded to Heradia» and ezocniated and 
slew all those, who were known or thought to be impli* 
cated in the death of the four Catanii : while, as some 
slight indenmity for the terrible loss which he had 
BDstainedy Oalla himself was at once appomted to the 
vacant tribnneship of Equilo.^ 

Yet, even the severe retribution which they had thus 
exacted^ qnendied not the thirst of the Malamoechese 
for revenge I and^ on bis return fiiom his expedition. 



* Cromica AUmate^ lib. iii. p. 78. 
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Beato was prompted to suggest, as a pledge of future 
securitj, the instant and complete destraction of Hera- 
eba itadf, the hothed of &etion, and, as it was now 
said, the spring of well nigli all the misfortunes which 
had befallen the Bepublic of late years. The Doge 
reminded the popolar assembly that it would be easy 
to provide for the inhabitants by transferring them to 
the other islands. The extraordinary proposition of 
Beato gave nso to a long and grave discussion in the 
Arrengo: for there were many even in Malamooco and 
Equilo who were decidedly averse from such a violent 
remedy. But the influence of the party, to which the 
Antenori belonged, commanded a laige majority ; the 
views of the Doge were ultimately accomplished; 
and those who still beheld with a pang a ilouribhing 
town levelled vdth the dust, were constrained to seek 
consolation in the pleasing, though donbtfdl assurance, 
that the seeds of civil discord were buried for ever in 
the ruins of Heraclia.^ 

By the treafy, which had been condnded in 803 
between Charlemagne and the court of Constantinople, 
it was expressly sti})ulated that the maritime towns of 
Istria and Dalmatia should thenceforth be considered as 
forming an integral portion of the £astem Emphre; 
and this stipulation was observed with strictness till 
808, in which year the emperor Nicephoms, "sie^ving 

* Sagorninus {Chrouia/u Venetum, p. 20); B. Giustiuiani (lib. xiii. 
^ 148); Dindolo (lib. vii. di. xt.). In the Be^pvNiem GtmlUMiiot 
puS9(I]]ttL]fSS.4748Xoeeiintlie ftUowingdesei^^toof Henclm:--- 
**8ittim id (opiiidiim) est in intfanif mtoujia in Jcndd qoAdcm (Jenda) 
juste Pkvis IfaiYii ofltium." 
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with inoreasmg anxiety the policy of Ohaileiiuigiia 

toward tlio Illyric Provinces, despatched a squadron of 
obserYation to the Adriatic under the command of the 
pataridaa Nioetasi^ who was instraoted to offer the 
title of imperial eonsnl to the elder Antenori, and 
(should he judge fit) to cnhst tlio services of the 
Bepubhc in the cause of his Master. The Venetians, 
who likewise eyed with dietrost the morementB of the 
Freneh Emperor and those of his son Pepin, the yonng 
King of Italy, learned with secret exultation the ap- 
proach of the imperial admiral, on whose friendship 
and sapport they thought they might rely in the 
event of an open rapture with Charles; and when 
Nicctas, after the sack of Piorabino and a desultory 
cruise along the Tuscan coast, pointed his course toward 
the lagooni he was joyfdlly welcomed to Mahunoeco 
by OTety Venetian, who had the tme interest of his 
country at hcai-t. The object of the admiral's \isit wad 
easily explained to those to whom it was not already 
familiar; he intimated to the Antenoii» thai it was 
shortly his intention to eommenee operations on a more 
extended scale aprainst the Lombard Kingdom; and 
before ho resumed the otfcnsive, he was exceedingly 
desurons of secnring the cohesion of the Eepnblic. The 
proposition of Nioetas was one which, as the Doges 
said, demanded much and mature deliberation, Obelerio, 
although, indeed, he had accepted without demur the 



> Blondus of Forli {Dt Origimt a Oettii Vmukmrn, p^i. edit. Verona, 
1481, foUo). 
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liononiic dignity of ProtospatiuiuB,* expressed a fear, 
that it was liardlj compatible with the interests of his 
OommTme to loply in tiie affinaative. Beato» on the 
other hand, who from policy or mdination leaned 
more to the Byzantine court, seemed disposed to en- 
iertam it £a.Tourably; and, the sense of the legisla- 
ture being taken on the qneatimiy it was found that 
the of the yoonger Antenori conresponded with 
those of the nation at large. It was, therefore, no 
longer optional on the part of Obelerio to alibrd the 
reqnired assistanee; a small fleet was placed nnder 
the orders of his third brother, Valentino,' who was 
enjoined to act in strict haimony "^ith the imperial 
commander; and Conmiacchio, toward which the 
Venetians bore a strong, though eoyert dialike« as 
the mart of a thtiying trade m fish and salt,' was 
approved or suggested by them as the first point of 
attack. 

Batf on his part, King Pepin had no sooner been 
apprised of the intentions of the Allies, than he has- 
tened to render Commaccliio, naturally difficult of 
access, capable of making a yigorous defence, and of 
sustaining a long siege. That town was by his direc- 
tion fortified, garrisoned, and ^etnalled; and saeh 
were the zeal and energy with which the inhabitants 
defended their ramparts» that, after several misac- 
cessfid attempts to gain an entry into the place, the 

> Sagominus (Obvn. SS). * Ffliiwi (voL p. S34). 

• Mm (lib. It. «h.T.TLpp.Sae-S48)$ AmiaU* B^fUmoM^ p. 50B. 
Ap. Mont B«r. Arf. Seripi, 
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Greeks^ and Venetians, the latter of whom are said 
to liave suffered considerably during the operations, 
were relnctantlj obliged to for^o their design, and 
to eyaeoate the Port Nicetaa retnmed with Valen- 
tino to Venice, and shortly afterward sailed with his 
squadron for the Golden Horn. He was accompanied 
bj an embassy, conirifiting of Beato di Antenori him* 
sdf, Cristoforo Damiato, bishop of OUyoIo, and 
Felice, Tribune of the same place," who were charged 
with the task of estabiislung relations between their 
coontiy and the court of Constantmople : ^ step which 
the goYemment of the Bepubhc appears to haYe taken 
cither at the suggestion of the adiuiral, or at Ina buii- 
citation. 

On his aniYal in the Eastern capital, Beato di An- 
tenori was at once created an imperial consol;' and 

it is said that, durin^^^ hia stay at Constantinople, 
he procured a treaty, by which the political and 
commercial relations of the Bepubhc with the Empire 
of tiie East were placed on a broader footmg than 
before. Tha leceptiuu of the doge-ambabSiLdor at the 
hands of Nicephorus, which was of the most flattering 
description, exercised a stnmge fiisdnation on his 
mind. It inflated him with new conceits, quite traas- 



' Etrinnrrli Opcr<t, vol. i. p. 278 (» CoHtCmpOIliy)* 

• B, (imstiniuui (lib. xiv. p. 1.50). 

' Daudolo (lib. vii. p. 157); Laurentii de Montichw (^CivU 
MagHi C^etm QmceUariiy qui Jlormt am» 14S8, de rebus gestu Venetormt 
Hkhria, Add. MSS. Brit. Hut. 8574).. An editioo of tfaia writo* ^ 
pcared at Vcnioe, in 1758, 4to^ under the ourc of Flaminio Conwro. It 
doca not teem to differ io any encntMl reipeet fixNu the MS. 
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ported him be^'ond liimself, and led liini, iii fonn- 
ing an exaggerated estimate of his own consequence, 
to Imbibe a eertain contempt for his brother and the 
French &etion. It will soon appear how the yimi of 
Bcato to Constantinople, by the bickerings and heart- 
burnings which it bred among its members, was the 
proximate caose of the approaching downfal of the 
powerfid Honae of Antenori. 

On the return of his brother to Venice, Obelerio 
obseiTed, mth surprise and pain, a marked alteration 
in the bearing of Beato toward himself and his former 
adherents, whom he now began to treat with cold- 
ness and punctiho ; and the elder AiUcnori noted with 
severe mortification, that the new Imperial Consul 
was not only alienating himself more and more from 
the party to which he might be said to owe ereiything, 
but was rapidly ingratiating himself with the people by 
his new Greek predilections. Obelerio had abundant 
reason to contemplate this change in his brother with 
alarm ; and he felt that it was not more than due 
to lihiiseh to preserve the balance of power in the 
State, which must soon be imperilled by the rising 
influence of Beato, by admitting his youngest brother 
Valentino, who had commanded the Venetian troops 
at the siege of Oommacchio, to a share in the 
goyemment. The sanction of the popular assembly 
was procured for this eztraoidinaiy innoTation,^ and 
an arrangement was concluded in consequence, by 



* Dvidolo(Hb.TiLp.M8). 
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which all pnblio acts were io he execated^ during the 

term of their tripartite sovereignty, in the name, and 
by the authority, of the three Auteuori, and by which 
a dififerenee of opinion on any question of import-r 
anee was to be anbmitted, in the hurt reeort, to the 

Arrengo.* 

In the meantime, Charlemagne, lairiy considering 
that the late attempt on Commaeehio altogether aheolred 
him from his engagements with Nicephorns, had ordered 
his son Pepin to invade Dalmatia, and (although tliey 
had borne so unequivocal a part in the late under* 
taking) to solicit the conenirenee of the Venetians. 
The royal request threw Obelerio into a most embar- 
rassing dilemma. He was personally billing to serve, 
and anxious to propitiate, his old Patron ; he was of 
opinion that his coontry had been guilty at least of a 
gross blunder in assmnini^^ a hostile attitude toward 
the French ; and his sentiments were, of course, 
shared and seconded by his consort, who was natnraliy 
influenced by her Ptoidan connexions/ Bnt the Doge 
was at the same time quite aware, that neither Beato 
nor the people at large would ever consent to afford 
the aid reqnired, and he judged rightly that defiaat 
in soch a matter conld not fiul to be extremely hijnri- 
ous to his reputation. Nor were the fears of Obelerio 
unfounded, f'or, notwithstanding his repeated assu- 
rances, that a refusal on the part of the Bepubho to 



' 8«ndi. Storta Civile di Vmczia, vol. i. p. 273. 

« P.Qiiutmkm, Chromcadi VmUio,^^l (King's MS& 148). 
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meet the wishes of Pepin, mvolved her certain ruin by 
drawing down on her head the terrible vengeance of a 
powerM conqueror, the mission of the Lombard depa-* 
ties im wholly miBooceflsM; aad the king, meensed 
at the insult, though, perhaps, not displeased at the 
pretext, at once resolved to turn the forces, which, as 
it was alleged at least, he had ongmaUy levied for the ' 
Dalmatian campaigii, againafc the Commmie of Venice* 
It was consequently soon known at Malamocco, that 
their fomidable enemy was sailing toward the lagoons 
with all the disposable strength of the Lombard eitieSi 
which had readily proffered their services against a 
State, whose growing power and prosperity were even 
now being watched by her neigiiboui-a with jealousy 
and apprehension. The veiy ezistoice of the Com- 
mnne thiis appeared to be in jeopardy, and the 
national convention was at once invited to meet at 
Malamocco. The debate was unusually stormy and 
tomnltaoos.^ The partiaans of Obelerio and his 
brothers espoused their canse with sealons wannth« 
They made every exertion to exonerate those princes 
from the charge of high treason, which was preleiired 
against them. Thej denied with emphasis and in* 
dignaiion that they had ceased to deserve the con*^ 
fidenco of that assembly. The Autenorists recuiii- 
mended their countrymen not to hearken too readily 
to ialse and interested aceosers. For whati in point 
of fiict, had the Doges done? Why shonld it be 



* nero. QiMtioivil (lib. tv. pp. 164-170) t Mwin (i 7). 



Digitized by Google 



76 



BISTORT OF VENICE. 



[cncAF. m. 



said, they had forfeited their right to the throne? 

Why should the Republic call upon them to abdicate 
the high position which they now held? Because 
the Lombard king had thought proper to hover during 
an nnnsnaUy long period on the confines of the lagoon, 
was it, therefore, to be inferred that a secret under- 
standing existed between the two parties — ^that a 
treasonable eoxrespondence had been ezehanged by 
the Doges with tiie son of Charlemagne ? They 
besought the people to pause before they committed 
so gross and palpable an injustice as that which they 
belieyed to be in contemplation* 

Other speakers, who might be indifferent, indeed, to 
tlic continuance of the present government in power, 
bat who, torn temper, or habit of thought, were averse 
from extreme measares, ^ewed themselTea inclined 
to the adoption of a middle course ; and while they 
joined in advocating the exile of the dark and in- 
scratable Obelerio, they extenuated the conduct of 
Beato and Valentino di Antenori, who, they submitted, 
were far less censurable, and who, in the absence of 
improper influences, would undoubtedly Msten to wiser 
counsels. 

But the opinions of the moderate party, as well as 

those of the Antenorists, were oveiTulcd by the two 
tiibuncs of Eialto, Angelo Participazio or Badoer* 
and Timotheus, who strongly dissuaded the Bepublic 
from acceptmg, in the present crisis, any compr<nnise 



' f ietro Dolfino, Ajmaii Vencti, p. 13 (King s MSS. 148). 
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wbaterer, or fifom hearkening to any suggestions, 

which might have the fatal effect of delaying a pro- 
Tiaion for the gravest of emeigeucies ; and a propositioii 
ma at once made by thelatteri and almost nnanimonaly 
adopted, ''^t the Antenori had deserred ill of the 
Bepnblic ; that, since by treasonable collusion with the 
enemy, they had sought to betray their comitiy, they 
were no longer worthy to reigii; and that it was 
expedient to proceed to the election of a new Doge." 
The first part of the motion of the Thbune Timotheus 
was immediately canied into practice. Obelerio and 
Beato were ostracised: the former was relegated to 
Constantinople, the latter, to Zara in Dalmatia ; while 
their youngest Ixrother, whose comphdiy was open, in 
the general opinion, to fiiir doubt, was sofifered by an 
act of popular clemency to retire into the obscurity of 
a private station.* The legislative body, then, having 
finally spomed the advice of the French fiiction to 
implore, while it iDos tfet tmey the foigiyeness of Pepin, 
intrusted the safety of the Republic to Angelo Badocr, 
the colleague of Timotheus* By the dnrectiou of 
Badoer, chains were thrown, without loss of time, 
across the canals ; vessels were sunk at their mouths ; 
and the rows of piles, which usually indicated to 
mariners the naTigable passages, were carefully re- 
mored. No contriTances, in short, were omitted at 
tliat critical juncture which might help to impede the 
progress of the enemy ; and so soon as it was under- 

> Dandolo (lib. Tii. p. 159). Blondus (J)c GctHs Ven, p. IS. 
Ver. 14b 1). 
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stood ihftt the latter were already approaehiiig Bnm- 
dolo, the whde Yenetiaa populetioii, abesidoiuiig the 
outer holms, withdrew, at Badoer's suggefitioni into 
the central island of Bialto. 

Meanwhile, King Pepini led hy the wording Of a 
message ^ which the late Doge Ohelerio had addressed 
to him shortly before Iub deposition, to infer that a 
change of xeaolntion on the part of the besieged was 
fiir from tmhkelyy had determmed to test, for some 
time, the efifect of a temporizing poUcy.' Bnt the 
views of the Venetians remained unaltered, their forti- 
tude unshaken: Pejdn soon grew weaiy of proorasttn^ 
tion ; and perceiving, that it was useless to look for 
any piiciiic proposals, he decided on advancmg with 
his tieet. The i^'rench gained and invested iu succession 
Brondolo, Pelestiina, Torcello, Equilo, and Malamooeo; 
and, the tide bemg still fbU (though on the ebb), the 
invaders ascended so fai' as Aibiula, ' neai' ^vliicli tlio 
naval forces of the BepubUc were arrayed mider the 
oommsnd of Yiotor, a eitizen of Old Heradiay and a 
man thoroughly conversant with the masy intrieaoies 
of Ids native lagoons. At this point tlic progress of the 
Lombard king was arrested by a natural, yet unibreseen, 
difficult; the water had become, at length, too shallow 
to admit the somewhat heavy draught of the vessels, 

> EghuatR Operot toL i S86. Thu imter aUegei tint Pepin mm 
"perfidttduemn Teneticorum incitatus/* 
' It is iiix)n tills episode of Venetian liistoiy that Faloouettii fbunded 

in 1830 his novel, nititlctl La Nmtfra^d di Mtilamorm, onxia i GalbiMf § 
gU Autciiori (Stuna Veiieziam del ^ecohX.) Yenczia, 1830, 12mo. 
• Sagoruiiiua (CArcwi. 24). 
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which conTeyed him and his foUowm from Batenna ; 

and he (iiscovcred with vexation, tliat it would be 
impossible to reach the central island without throwing 
a bridge aeroBS the narrow Canal, which lay between 
Albiola and Bialto. This dtmifly etnutoe, whieh the 
Franks hastily composed of tubsj planks, and the inter- 
twisted bonghs of Tines and olives, was soon readj for 
Qse; and the enemy, fall of conMenee and enihnaiaBm^ 
rushed Mindly forward, alike without disdplxne or 
eaution, to their intended prey. The step was a fuohsh 
and a fatal one. The rude and in<K>ngruoiis materialfl 
of the bridge yieldedi in a few momentsi to the sadden 
and enormoQB pressnre, which had been brought to bear 
upon it ; iuid hundreds of human heings were preci- 
pitated into the soft ooze of the lagoon, where they 
were speedily drowned or soffocated. The inTaders 
now pereehred moreover with dismay, that the tide had 
been gradually ebbing, and that their vessels were 
stranded ; and those, who escaped a wateiy grave, were, 
for the most part overtaken and massacred by the 
active and relentless islanders. Snch was the glorioxiB 
and rapid issue of the thrilling struggle for hberty, 
which was called the Battle of Aibiola ; and the 
CamU ArcOf where Sing Pepin was so ntterly defeated 
by the Tribime Bedoer and 'Victor his lieutenant, 
was known thenceforward as the Canaglia d'Orfano,^ 
The battle of Albiola, so vital in its natore, so ded- 
sive in its result, was long and severely felt liy the 
Venetians ; and it unquestionably brought misery 

' Bloodiu, p. 41. 
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and afi^ction into mauj £amilies. Bat it had baiiied 
completely the aim and fiedsified the calcnlations of 
their hated foe ; and they ^were still a nation. Peace 
waa soon afterward re-established between the two 
PowerB; and it is on record that, in his latest moments, 
ihe son of Charlemagne was magnanimoiis enough to 
express a regret at the coarse which he had pursiied 
toward the Venetian Eepubhc* 

The events of 809, and the acts of national as well 
as individual heroism, by which the Battle of Albiola 
had been distinguished, were thonght, at a later epoch, 
to deserve a leading place on the walls of the bala del la 
Seruimot where the greatest Names in the sxmals of 
-Early Art were employed to give immortaliiy to the 
noble acliievements of the Yeiietiaii People ; and on 
the side of the Hall which looked toward the Piazza, 
two compartments were assigned by the Signoxy to this 
most striking, though perhaps semi-legendary episode 
of history. In the first panel, which was executed by 
Jacopo Piilma, and which represented the Blockade of 
the Islands by the Franks, it might be somewhat 
amusing to observe the prominence whidi was given by 
the painter to the popular tradition respecting the pro- 
jection of loaves into the camp of King Pepin by the 
ialandeiB in hdicule and defiance of the design which 
he was reputed to have conceived of reducing thm to 
submission by famine — a tradition which must be 

ft-' 

accepted with as much reserve as the well-known story 



• Mnntori {DktertaHonet MMii JEn, tdL L p. 
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of the Old Womiin^ of Malaanocco. In the second 
panel, the Battle of the Canaglia crOi^EUio was depicted 
mth aU its stilling incidents by Francesco da Bassano, 
whose production having been completely destroyed by 

damp, was subsequently replaced by a painting on 
the same subject torn the proMc brush of Andrea 

The magnitade of the evil, which had been averted 
by so timely a victory, appeared to manifest the 
high chums of Angelo Badoer to the consideration 
of his comitiy ; and the Tribune of Bialto' was soon 
invited, as a token of public gratitude, to assume the 
ducal hcrretta. Nor did the moderation of Angelo 
cany him so fur as to dedine the proud distinction;^ 
and he formed, in his own person, the first of a line of 
Doges, who swayed the Ivory Sceptre dunug a period 
of seventy-four years. Associated with Badoer in the 
chief authority were two Tribunes, Yitali Michieli and 

' *' E tutti fihhaudouarono Malaniocco. eccctto tina veccliia. la quale 
rimasc m Ai&kmocco. £ 1 ariuata del lie Carlo ai prcsento a Molamocco, 
volendo odmbattere il Inogo, ma non troro oontmio dcimo. E Foate 
entnto adh detta dtl% trovo tolo qndh Teediia, e k dlnmiKla, die cm 
(telle genti, e dove fiMKro andate. Ella lupoM^ *^Id mho una powm 
vecchia; »e mi wdeie dare qunkhe premio vi daro awuo di tuUo. Le 
ri!<po*<oro, ch'erano contenti tli dnrlc cin, chVra oivsto. di^seloro: // 

r nndato a un iuogOy t he si chmma Hialto, coile bui ehe^ perche e 
piccioiu aequo. Ma andate a PovejcL, dote $ono i miei puceiUij che ri 
darmma teoA* oqvmo, percK egliao mommo U hUto, 0 m darmuio eonsiglio 
ptr^ Mumo Atttk' qmf hui^ eome vi ri potta miattr^-%maSa (Ftfe, 
p. 450). 

' Sansovino (TV«. Descr. viii. 347). 

* Datidolo calls IJadiKT, Virum strenuoKum ct rnthnlimm (viii, 

* At the same time hk brother Orso, who had takcti holy orders, wan 
ordained biibop of OUtoIo; and hia Bccond son, Giusto Adoer, bidiop 
of 'TmSOn^Dmioh (IHk viii. p. 168). 

VOL. I. 6 
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Pantaleone Giustiniani,* who proffered their advice to 
the Doge on all matters appertaining to his office, and 
asBisted him in the administatioii of civil and criminBl 
justice. It is wdfthj of note that in the old political 
Byetem of tlie Venetians, no attempt ^^as made to 
disconnect the judicial i'unctions from those of the 
exeeatiYC. In early times the Doge was his own Jndge 
of Common Pleas, his own Baron of the Exchequer, 
and his own Chancellor, the Camdkrius Ducalis, 
though already in ezistencei being merely an officer of 
sabordinate dignity and anfhority/ 

What aftei-w ard became of Victor, Badoer s lieu- 
tenant at Albiok, is not known : nor does the name 
of Victor occur in the chronicles of that day, either 
anterior or Bubsequently to the gi-and occasion on 
which hk courage and capacity were tried by so seTcre 
a test 

By his energy and example, the snocessor of the 

Antenoii eiieouraged the citizens, many of >sliom were 
destitute ahke of shelter and sustenance, to restore their 
dwellings and resmne theur aTocations, which they bad 
hurriedly left on the approach of Pepiii ; nt the pri\ ate 
cost of the Badoeri and other noble families, a New 
City (fiiUa Nuava) was reared on the ruins of Heradia; 
OliTolo was at the same time endowed with a chnrch in 
hououi' of Baint Peter ; and another church, dedicated 
to San Lorenzo and Seveio, was founded by some 

* Komanin (i. 158). 

* Thus the Doge tinitcd in himself the functions which, under tbc early 
English constitation, were divided between the Crown and the Grand 
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Teiictiiui citizeiiB on tlic iblet of Zimole (Gemelle).* 
Fartkermore, a new Palace was erected by tlie Doge at 
Bifllto, which was heactforward regarded aa the Metro- 
polis of Venice ; and the sixty dieomjaeent islands 
were uow, for tlie first time, connected with tlic capital 
by wooden bridges. It is in the reigii of Angelo Badoer 
that we must plaee the first and rudest age of Yenetiaii 
architecture. 

All these public impruvements were carried out 
in pursuance, aiid by yiiiuo of a special authori- 
zation, which Badoer had receiTed at the hands of 
the Popular Convention, " to enlarge, amplify, and em- 
bellish, the island of Kialto, to fortify and strengthen 
its TariouB positions, and to luniish the lAM with 
adequate shelter and protection agamst the inroads of 
the sea at high tides ; " and their execution neces- 
sitated the creation, at some period more or less 
immediately subsequent to the Battle of Albiola, 
of an Office of Works, The business of this office 
was conducted by a Board of three members, to 
each of whom was given a separata and distinct 
jurisdiction, Bpeahing of the institutian as it existed 
in 809-14, the Cranaea Gcmofo states that the task of 
increasing the accommodatiuu iuul improving tlie archi- 
tecture of the City was confided to Pietro Tradenigo, a 
noble Bialtine, Another branch of the triple function 
of the office of wtfrks de?oIyed, according to ibe 
same authority, on Lorenzo Alimpato; and to Xicolo 

, III — ^^■i^^T'— 

. * Blondos of Forli {D^ QetHi Vn^ big. u, edit. 1411). tando iVUt 

0-^S 
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Ardisa was assigned the important duty of fortifying 
the lagoons.^ 

Ihumg the long and tranquil reign of Badoer 
(809-27) the Venetians, nnhaiasaed by faction or 

external troubles, steadily continued to develop and 
extend their maritime and river commerce, which, 
while it tended bo laigely to promote their prosperity 
as a nation, taoght them to endure the hardships ot 
war without depreciating tlie blessings of peace. 

The Doge Angelo had three sons: Criostiniani, the 
eldest, so christened alber his paternal grandmother, a 
Giustiniani ; Giosto, who succeeded, shortly alter his 
father's accession, to the see of Torc^Uo;* and Gio- 
vanni the youngest. In 813, four years after the battle 
of Albiola, a second Treaty of Partition having been 
conclnded between Charlemagne and Michael I., the 
successor of the Emperor Nicephorns, Giustiniani 
Badoer was sent by the Doge to Constantinople for 
the purpose of ascertaining, on the part of the Bepubhc, 
the nature and terms of the new compact and the 
noble Envoy was led to found on the mischievous pre- 
cedent made daring the reign of the first Galbaio, 
a pleasing, and certainly not irrational, hope, that a 
share in the soTereigntj might be the reward of his 

• Temann (AtUica Pianta iK Vmmki, p. 6), who quotes the Ovaoca 
Oomaro di CandiOy MS. 

' Pnmlolo (lib. viii, ch. i.) Cromca AUimtty Uk ii. pp. 27, 28. lUtf. 

juxta (Jodicrin Dri sdt nsem^ p. 65. 

* Dttidoio (.lib. vin. ch. i.) It confirmed the Republic iu the posscs- 
rioB of tlie loritoiy beCireen tiie two FkTc^ which she had acquired in 
llio tine of the Doge Anaftfllo. It oho leec^gniori her ISber^ end Inde* 
pfndfnpf. 
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seal and success. It appears, however, that dming 

his absence, which must necessarily have extended 
over several mouths, the Doge was iujadicious enough 
to associate Giovamu ; and when^ on his return from 
the mission with which he had been charged, the elder 

brother leiinietl whiit had happened, he was piqued at 
his father's unjust preference to such a degree, that he 
absolutely refused to see the old man, retiring, with his 
wife Fehcia and his little son Angelo, into the church 
of San Lorenzo, which belonged, by a species of 
seigniorial right, to liis uncle Orso, bishop of Ohvolo, 
the founder of the building. The stenge conduct and 
behaTiour of Giustmiani had at least the effect of 
impressing the Doge with a sense of tlie superior claim 
of his eldest son ; and his Serenity formed in his mind 
the arbitxaiy resolution of annulling his hasty and, as 
it now seemed, premature choice. The consequence 
was that an honour which had been unwisely bestowed 
was now unfairly withdrawn ; Giovanni was compelled 
to submit to the will of a parent and the weakness of a 
brother ; and the coveted distinction was transferred to 
Giustiniani,^ who not long afterward procured leave to 
associate his own son Angelo. Giovanni, who seems to 
have been treated by the Doge with unwarrantable 
harshness, was banished to Zara, - but after a short 
sojourn in that city, he broke his parol and went to 



* In all pQblie imtnmiaito the ftm now beeaaw: *'iVbt Aiigtku «f 
Jiistiniamt per DtMMtM Chetiam VmeHeonm P m m e im 2Hmm.**— See 

Saiisovino (V. D. xi. 483). 
' SagDnunitt (CAnm. 28). 
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Betgamalif where he had an interview with Leo the 

Armenian, at a subsequent period Emperor of the East. 
His father demanded his extradition at the hands 
of Lonis the Pioasy in whose dominions he was; 
and his wife and himself were finally relegated to 
Constantinople. 

With the exception of an obscure and abortive con- 
spiracj» two of the members of which, GioTanni 
Talonico and Bnono Bragadino» were executed at San 
Giorgio Magc^iore, while the other, Giovanni Mono- 
tario, escaped to France, ^ the reign of Angelo Badoer, 
extending over a period of eighteen years, was nni- 
lormly tranquil. His death ocetured in 827, and it 
had been shortly preceded by that of his grandson and 
namesake : consequently Badoer U. now became sole 
Doge. Bnt Ginstmiani, who was of a sickly and 
feeble constitution, soon foond himself unequal to the 
weight of undivided authority : and his brother Giovanni 
was accordingly recaUed and associated in the course of 
the same year. 

During the joint reign of the two Badoeri, the aid of 
the RepubHc was again sought by the court of Constan- 
tinople, which began, about this period, to be harassed 
by the maritune mcandons of the Saracens; and in 
827-8, a small Venetian fleet was despatched to the 
Mediterranean, to act in concert with the impeiial 



* *^hi quttto matOi due Avtori dl gnu mO^ noo Gioranni Tonniioo 
vtwto Tliloiiico, nomiiMto dt Zopm, c Bruno BttdatuMo, ovreio Bnga* 
dino, fUroDO appresso San (iior^rio fktti appiccare. II teito^ dl* Cn 
GiovKiuu Monelauiot fiiggi « ai nlvo.''— Samido ( File, p. 4ff3). 
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Bqnadxon on that station. No engagement is reooxdedy 
faoweyer, as haying taken plaee between the Allies and 

the pirates, who were probably anxious to elude open 
hostilities j and ike enterprise resolved itself into a 
desoltoiy oroise along the coast of Sicily. ^ Bat an 
inddent took place in the foUo^g year, which has 
sufficed to preserve the name of Badoer the Second 
from the oblivion, to which his otheiivise uneventful 
adminiBtration might have consigned it. In 829, the 
body of Saint Mark the Evangelist) which had long 
lain in the temple founded by himself at Alex- 
andria (if tradition is to be credited), was trans- 
ferred to Yenice by two merchants of the latter 
city, who, in contravention of an 'edict, issued by 
the late Doge, inhibiting the supply of arms and 
proyiaionB to the heterodox enemies of the Lower 
Empire, were canying on a dandestine trade with the 
Egyptian Ports. '* 

The translation of tlie EvangeUst, which foi-ms so 
remarkable and interesting a feature in Early Venetian 
ffistory, is said to haye, originated* in tiie following 
circumstance : — The caliph of Eprvpt, who was inve- 
terately hostile to the Christian religion, was building, 

* Sagorninus {Chron. 30); Duddo (Bb. Tm. eh. 0.); Blondm (p9 

Gr^fh Ven. p. 4, ver. 14S, fW.) 

* Tilii'-i (vol. V. p. 25). 

" Ik-rnaiilo Givistmiani (De Trcoulatione Beati Marci EvangeltaUr^ 
lib. ii,); Blondus (Dc GestU Ven. p. 4); G. R. Michieli (^Fe»te 
Venetime^ tqI. i. pp. 96-100); Ckrmueha della magnijlea dUu di 
Venezia, fol. 10 (King's MSS. No. 150) ; Leo A. Mora {DescHptUm of 
Africfi^ lib. vi. p. 30*2, fti. Lend. 1600). The last-named writer cbaiget 
BuoDO And hk eompuioii with privily itealiiig** the body. • 
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at this period, a splendid palatial resideuce in one of 
his chief cities; and it was reported that, in order to 
beautify the new edifice, it was in 'eontempktion to 
denude all tlie Christian temples in the countiT of tlieir 
decorations and plate. Shocked at the profane avarice 
of the misbeliever, and justly apprehensive lest the 
Church of Samt Mark at Alexandria, where the 
Evangelist was existing in a state of spiritual 
repose, should share the common lot, two Venetian 
merchants, named Bnono and Bnstico, the former of 
Malamocco, the latter of Torcello, who chanced to be 
trading at the time in that Port vdth ten galleys, 
resolved, in a fit of pious ardour, to attempt the rescue 
of the Saint from the peril by which he was threatened. 
Having, witli this object in view, souglit a conferenco 
with Theodore, the officiating pnest of the Temple, the 
two merchants opened to him a project which they had 
formed for abstracting the holy relics under cover of 
the darkness, and couve^-ing them secretly to Venice, 
where they felt assm-ed that they might rest for ever m 
peace* The Greek, who was completely astounded by 
the proposition, demurred, representing the extreme 
hazard and danger by which such a plan wonld be at- 
tended; but he ultimately yielded to tlio importunacy 
of Buono and his countiyman, and consented to 
accompany them.^' The body of Saint Mark was 
speedily niwTapped in the linen shrouds of Baint 

' ^' >fi-*cvore, so voi volete venire con noi in Vinczia, e porttanv> con 
CS.M) 11(11 il cnt ]ui di ^lonsin^nore f^n Mnrco, iioi \'\ Ihrcnio iiiolto ricco 
uoHio."— ^1. Dix taualc {Cronaca Tencto, Arch, iftvr. ItaL \m, 267). 
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Cflandia, lor the sake, as it was designed, of greater 
eeeniity ; it was then placed in a deep basket, where it 

was cnnumglv onsconced beneath a thick layer of herbs 
and savomy joints of pork ; and the Venetian seamen, 
who bore the load to the qoayi took care to ejaenlatoi 
at interraby the words so repnlsiye to all trae Mnssnl- 
men, of Khanzir ! Khanzir I (pork, jwrk) as they walked 
at a alow pace, and with a diUtoiy air, from the Chnrch 
to the spot, where the merchants' vessels were anchored. 
On their safe anival aboard, Buono and Kustico caused 
the mysterious basket to be hoisted at once to the 
masthead, lest by some singular mischance the pions 
larceny should, at the last moment, be discovered ; and 
the chi'ouiclers conclude by infoiininf^ us lio-\v, on the 
homeward voyage, a tempest having aiiseu, Saint Mark 
appeared in a vision to Domenigo, a priest of Com- 
macchio, and one of the passengers, and admonished 
hiiu to lull the sails ; and how. while its companions 
were scattered by the fniy of the waves, the ship, which 
bore the remains of the Evangelist, reached in safety 
on the sncceeding morning the Port of Olivolo, where 
the offenders were gladly forgiven, and where their 
precious charge was received with transports of grati- 
tude and delight. 

An event, similar to the foregomg, wonld now be 
welcomed, for the most part, with Inkewann enthu- 
siasm, and even in those quarters where it might 
excite surprise or enrioeiiy, it is probable that ihe 
sensation would be ephemeral and transient. But the 
arrival of St. Maik at Venice was an occurrence which 



Digitized by Google 



90 



HlftTOBT OF VENICE. 



exerted, in truth, no inconsiderable iniiuence oyer 
the mindi and even oyer the fortune, of that State. 
It gave a siimtiltts to the national eommerce, and 
a spur to the national courage. Pilgrims soon began 
to flock to Bialto firom eyeiy quarter of the civilized 
globe, to make their yovs and oblations at his 
shrino, and crowned heads disdained not to mingle 
in the crowd of worshippers; a commercial fair was 
instituted in his honour; the Bepablic, which had 
been hitherto under the tntelary protection of Saint 
Theodore, was now cousif^cd by luiiversal consent 
to the guardianship of the Evangelist, whose image 
and name were soon stamped on her coins, ^ and 
inwoyen in her banners ; and it is well known that 
in aftertimcs, the Venetian battle-cry was Viva San 
Masco. 



* Tbe «Hdiest Yenetiui ooin, whieb Zinetti can trace, bore, on die 
oliTcne^ ilie w>idB C'Amte impend^ on the revene^ Venecia, After 



eoTcry of the tflTer coiii, which he has fiwalmiled in Plate I., and which 
he ooigeettuci to be the Denaritu Venetuus^ is due to Muratori, the 
celebrated antiqunr}% -who discovered it in the collection of Domenigo 



and live carats in weight, tice sXao Calpgiera, itaccoUa dOpuecoU^ 
xviii. 495. 
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A tew months anbBeqnent to the immdatiim of Saint 
Mark, died Badoer the Second, iviioee natnrallj weak 
constitution appears to have been slowly undermined 
by Bornc chronio and iuoaiable malady : ^ at his decease^ 
the midivided cares of govonmient devolyed on Gioyaimi, 
his younger brother (829) . By Ids will, the late Doge, 
who left his propeiiy to Lis wile and liis daughter-in- 
law/ set apart a sum of sixty lire, as a fimd for the 
erection of a chapel in one comer of the Ducal Palace, 
wliieli might serve as a mausoleum for the sacred bones 
of the Patron- Saint. * 

The period, during which Badoer the Third grasped 
the rdns of government (829-86), was singularly 
tiuhiiient and disastrous. Vi ly bliurtly after tlie demise 
of the Doge Giustiuiaui, the exile Obelerio, madly 
jealous of tiie Badoeri, and confident in the goodwill 
and support of the old French Faction, the members of 
which, he felt assured, merely waited the signal to 
range themselves round his standard, ventured to 
return from Constantinople, and to settie at Yeglia, a 
fortified town, * on the skirts of Malamocco ; and here 
he designed to work, with as much speed and secrecy 
as possible^ the overthrow of the reigning House. 
But the Doge, who had receired priTate information of 
these seditious movements, was too keenly sensible of 
the potent and pernicious miiueuco which the Ante- 
norists might exert oyer popular crednhty or discontent, 

^ flMiado (p. 453) givet as Ui Brew: Corperit aUa ddtir mUd 

Sancti gratia Marci, 
> BonuDui (L 169). * gagatminos (CAnm. 81). ^ Ibid. {fikrt»* 32). 
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to eaS&t the conspirator and Ms adherents to mature 
their plans; and so soon as he had armed and 

equipped a few vessels, he set out for Veglia. Imme- 
diately on his aiiival, however, Badoer, having been 
apprised of the outbreak of a riot in fftvonr of Obelerio 
at his natiye city, detached a sofficient force to keep 
the Veglians m cliLck, or to prevent the escape of the 
outlaw, and pointed his com-se with the rest of the 
squadron toward Malamoeco, which underwent now 
the same terrible £Ette as had be&llen Heradia twenty 
years before. In the meantime Veglia had sur- 
rendered, and was in tlie hands of the Venetian 
Detachment ; the old leader of the French Faction was 
among the prisoners; and the Doge, acting on a 
persnasion, that the death of Obelerio was a neces- 
sary guarantee for his own and the public security, 
caused his unfortunate riyal to be strung to a gibbet, 
erected at Campalto, on the banks of the Bills, ^ near 
the spot where Fortnnato hatl resided before his 
exile. His head was afterward severed kom his 
body» and brought to Malamocoo, where it was hung 
up as a warning to all traitors at the Strada of San 
Martino.* 

Thus miserably perished a man, who, as Tribune 
of Malamocco, had once enjoyed a large share of pubhc 



' Dandolo (lib. xm. p. 173) ; Da Canalc {Crouaca VeneUxy 8. ix.) Da 
Canale lived in the latter half of the thirteenth and the beginning of the 
fiMurtoentb oeatury. Uia chronide does not extend beyond tlie year 
1280. 

f Sagomiuus {Cknm, 32). 
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confidence and esteem ; thus fell the friend of Charle- 
magne and the confederate of the Primate Fortonato ! 
With Obelerio expired the hopes of the Party, to which 
he had belonged, and of which he might be justly 
considered the chief. 

The execution of Autenori placed a new weapon in 
the hands of those, who began, at this tune, from 
various motives, to eye the rising and already over- 
balancing influence of the House of Badoer with 
jealonsy and alaim. The discontented faction, the 
leading members of which were Carosio the son of 
Buiiieo Nastalionc, ;i person of tribunitial rank, Maiiuo 
Secundo, Domemgo Monetario, Diodato Gruto, and 
Tritnllo, a citizen of Grade, ^ readily contiiyed, by 
appealing to the interests of some and to the passions 
of others, to organize a powerftd and numerous con- 
spiracy against the life of the Doge; and such were 
the secrecy and drcmnspection of those who were im- 
plicated m the plot, that Badoer, taken completely 
unaware, naiTOwly escaped from the hands of his 
enemies by a precipitate flight from Venice. The 
lUostrions fngitiTe sought a temporaiy shelter at the 
Court of France, where he was hospitably entertained 
by Louis the Pious, the son and successor of Charle- 
magne.^ NastaHone, upon whom the insmgents 
look0d as their leader, unmediately installed himself 

' Dandolo (lib. viii. p. 174). For Grata ire thould, perhaps, read 
Gritti. Monetario might have Inrcn a kinsman of the Giovanni 
Moaetario, who was implicated m the conspiracy against Badoer I.| and 
who bad contrived to make Im escape to Franoe. 

' Sagominus (CAron. 33). 
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m the Dncal Palace, and catised himself to be pro- 
claimed Doge. 

But Uie Venetians, who had received the first report 
of a change in the Govemment mth a smile of incre* 
dolity, no sooner became acqnainied inth the reality, 
tluui tliey rose iii aims agiuntot the Usurper, whose 
authority they joined in setting at open defiance : nor 
was it long before a band of thirty patriots^ nnder the 
leadership of Domenigo Mooenigo, burst the gates of 
the Palace, tbo stem and probably self-elected ministers 
of populai' vengeance j and havir? seized the luckless 
Carosioy deprived him of sight and li^, after a reign of 
scarcely six months/ At the same time, while steps 
were taken to recall the legitimate Doge, a Provisional 
Government was &amed, until his reinstatement, by 
Baseio Storlado, Giovanni Marenrio, and Orso Badoer, 
Bishop of Olivolo,- in whose hands, it appears that 
the National Assembly consented to vest, as a tern- 
poraiy measnrct the fdU prerogatives of the Docal 
Office. 

Posterior, however, to his return from France, tlie 
puhHo career oi Badoer in, was both brief and iu- 
glorions. While he was still a guest at the Conrt of 
the Emperor Louis, Giovanni Baseio, the member of 
a nDl)le and influential family, templed by the long 
absence of his Serenity* and by the instabihty of 
Oarosio's power, had conceived the idea of pladng 

* Cnmea AUimih (lib. ii. p. 51) ^ Arch, Star, lial iiii.; Srando 

(Ftlr,p.41tf). 

* Sagoraiiiiii (dnm. 32), 
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the berretta on his own brows ; hie ambitions "views 
were, of courbe, completely thwarted by the unexpected 
restoration of the Doge; and Baseio had therelore the 
rtrongesi motiTes for regarding Badoer thenoefoarward 
"V^-itli bitter and inipln foible Jiutred. The Ihudred and 
adherents of the disappomted nobleman fully echoed 
bis sentimentB, as they had shared his hope ; and an 
opportonity was soon found for indulging their com* 
mon resentment. On the evening of the 29th June, 
836, as his Serenity was on the point of quitting the 
church of San fietro at Ohvolo, where he had been 
attending vespers, he was roughly smzed by some 
iiu-ed emissaiies of the rival faction : Badoer was, 
according to his usual practice, unattended ; the Bra- 
Toea were nmnerons and inexorable; and having 
compelled him to undergo the process of tonsure, they 
hurried him to a neighbouring convent, where he was 
lodged in secnzii^/ Having thus by audaciously kid- 
napping the Doge and immnnng him in the cloister, 
removed tlic sole obstacle which lay between him and 
the throne, Baseio might have reasonably expected to 
reap the reward of his patience and exertion. Bat he 
wad again doomed to disappointment. For the popular 
assembly imanimously elected, as the successor of 
Badoer, Pietro Tradenigo of Bialto, Piinucerio of St. 
Mark ' (July, 8d6) . 

The progenitors of the new Doge Tradenigo 
came from Pola, and settled, in the first davs of 
the Bepublic, at Vesulo or Jesulo (E^uilo). But 

* tStoria della Chieta di San MarcOf p. 81. 
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on the deetraction of that place by the Antenorit 

in the beginning of the ninth centiin-, this antieut 
family was removed by the GoYemmeiit with many 
others to Bialto, where it permanently fixed ite 
residence. Tradenigo himself has been ahready in- 
troduced to notice as a member of the Board, 
which was intrusted by Badoer the First, after the 
Battle of Albiolat mth the sapexintendence of Public 
Works. It appears from the History of the Dncal 
Cliiuch that he was appointed Phmiceho of St. Mark 
in 880. 

Whether tiie Airengo took cognizance of the airo* 

cious ontrage which had rendered a cliango in the 
govemmcnt so miexpectedly necessary, there are 
absolutely no means of judging, Tradenigo was at 
once invited or allowed to associate his only son 

Giovanni. 

Hetro Tradenigo^ was brave, energetic, \irtuous; in 
his domestic relations he was just and pious; and in 
the exercise of the power which was vested in him, he 
shewed himbeli' moderate and equitable. The I'eign 
of Tradenigo was still more turbulent and still more 
disastrous than that of his predecessor; and it is 
observable that it was marked by the first battle 



' Tilt Tradenici became extinct, according to Saniido (p. 428), in 946. 
It is a common mi^tukc to suppose that the Gradeiiigi and the Tradenigi 
were one aud the t^anie laimiy. See Chronica di Venetian p. 4 (Harl. 
4820); Dandolo (Ub. viiL p. 174); P. DoUbo (ilnMili FcikIh p. IS, 
King"! MS8. 140); Crontua AUkud^jMseiii CediemDre§deumt pp.S«,60 s 
Arch. Stor. ItaL Y.), and Crtmnea AJUmlf jiuela aUerom LeeHontm 
(ibid.TiiL85). 
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which the Bepnbiic fought^ as well as by the fiist 
defeat which she suffered on her own element. The 
four years which followed the vioieut deposition of 
GioYaam Badoer were, howeyer, fox the most part, 
obflciuely tranqiiil. An ineonion of the Pirates of 
Narenta, in 839, led to a sUght engagement and a 
hollow truce ; ^ and a Venetian expedition, undertaken 
ai the solicitation of the VeroneBe, was saceessfiil, 
about the same time, in checldng the depredations of 
the brigands, who infested the neighbourhood of the 
Lago di Garda.* 

Bat a wider field of operations was about to open. 
In 840, the imperial flag of Constantinople was de« 
scried once more off Brondolo, and the Doge received 
a Tisit hrom the admiral in command of a fleet, which 
the eastern emperor had sent to the Adriatic, to oppose 
the progress and inroads of the Saracens. Fireparatoiy 
to opening the campaign, it was the wish of Theo- 
dosius to obtain the assistance of the Venetians;' and 
the latter, £ur from unwilling to ingratiate themselves 
with the Byzantine Court at the expense of a nation 
of pirates, consented to arm, in bis semco, a fleet of 
sixtj dromoni, or Yessels of heavy build and draught, 
eanying a force &lhng little short of 12,000 men,* 
which the D(^e confided to Pietro Badoer.' The col- 
hsion between the Allies and Saba, king or chief of 



' Dandolo (GIk TiiL p. 175); Siiiildi»(Ftte, ^454) ; Kavagiao (Slurui^ 

p. 946). 

» Marin ( ii. p. 43). ' Blondus (De (irstt.i Few. p. 4). 

* Sagominxu {Chron, 36). * Filiabi i^liicerckc^ p. 200). 

VOL. X, 7 
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the SaiaofiDii took place at Oiotona» on the Golf of 
Tarentmn ; the engagement was obstinate ; and during 

some time neither side "Wfts seen to flfig m energy or 
leAoIution. Bat the Venetian commander, denying no 
support from TheodoshWi whose foUowert (if the his* 
torians of the Republie may be credited) had fled in 
panic disorder at the £rst encounter, and unable to 
oppose singly the repeated onset of the misbelievers, 
was ultimately foveed to snoomnb after the eiperience 
of a severe loss in men as well as in ships ; and tho 
Saracens engaged in the pursuit with such relentless 
diligenee, that a very slender remnant of that saperb 
marine whieh had left the port of Olivolo a few months 
before, so full of confidence and enthusiasm, survived 
to announce to the country the unhappy result of the 
BatUe of Crotona.^ 

It was peenliarly natnral that a people whose faeble- 
ness and obscurity liad long shielded theiii from the 
heavy hand of misfortune, should feel the present 
reverse as a terrible blow stmok at the national pros* 
periiy, as a deep stam east on the yet nnsnUied 
Staiidanl of Saint Mark. In that trying niomciit, 
moreover, the weight of private sorrow served to en* 
hanoe the pressure of tiie pnblie ealamity. Some 
deplored the untimely &te of a parent, or of a 
husband, while too many had cause to shed a tear 
over the watery grave of their Mends or kinsmen who 
had &lkn on that memorable day. While the islanders 

' Daiidolo (lib viii. p 175)- Bloodtis of FocU (X>f OrigW€ 4i QettU 
Yeneiorvm : Yerooa, 1481, fol.) 
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were eeeapjbig theouietvee wUh aoeii sad lefleiioiia, 
reports feaehad Bialto thai the earsurs (tf Nmentftt 

in violation of tlieii- recent and solemn promise to 
abstain fsom bostiliti6a« were approaching the capital 
m eonflideiiUe iaxee, and that t)ifi|y had alieadj 
leached and ravaged {he Lde of Oaoilo.^ The immi- 
nence of the new danger at oik o banished all other 
thoughts ; and Pietro Badoer having been placed in 
command of two abipa of heavy dxanght, which had 
only been r^iseniiy laimched from the amenal, ad- 
VMiced, without loss of time, to meet and repulse the 
invaders. Bat the latter, who had merely followed 
the ianMk of the fhgitivee in qnest ai phmder, evinced 
no disposition to assume an hostile attitude, satisfied, 
as it seemed, with their present success ; and, after a 
slight and indeciBivB action^ they withdrew, of theJr 
own accord, from the kgoon, 

The two ships whicli were employed in tlie second 
enterprise of Badoer, were large sailing vessels without 
oam; ihey were termed gaianden otpalanden, and it 
was the firat occasion on which tliej had been hvongfat 
into requibitiGU by the GoveiBincnt of the Republic. 
The palandcrs were not originally designed as ships 
of way; hat as it wi» iSoond that they weie eqoally 
adapted by their constniction to the Meicantile and 
War Marine, they "wore, at a subsequent period, 
employed in both services by the Venetians. In 
the present instance, however, there woold seem to 
have been little choice. By the battle of Crotona 

• Oicdo (Ub. iL p. 81). 

7—2 
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the Venetian Navy had been thoroughly erippied; 
the feeoniees of the arsenal were exhausted; and 

it is a fact which more than any other fq^eaks for 
the heavy loss sustained by the Islanders iu that 
deplorable actionf that the only yessels on whose 
efficiency relianoe conld now be placed, were these 

two newly built and newly invented pahnderSf which 
more properly belonged to a different branch oC the 
service*^ 

It was to be espeeted thai an emit of so grave and 

nnparalleled a nature as the late rout at Crotona, 
would raise a storm of rage and discontent on the 
part of the pnbhc against those who mig^t be con- 
sidered open to a charge of indiscretion or incompe- 
tency: nor WiiB it dilficult to foresee that this cata- 
strophe would afford an occasion for the reviTal of cItU 
dissension. In &ct, it was not long before six noble 
femilies, of whom the Polani, Baaeii, and Ginstiniani 
ranged themselves on one side, the Barbolani, Iscoli, 
and Selvi on the other, took advantage of the cii cum- 
stance^ and employed the general confiisian which 
* prevailed in Venice as a pretext for assemblmg in the 
broad dayhght, on the square of Saint Mark, with the 
avowed object of deciding their private diierences by 
force of anns. 

These disgraceful fends, whatever their precise origin 
may have been, extended at broken intervals over a 
long period \ and it appears that the Doge had nlti- 

' Formaleoni (Saggio mlla maUka aritica dei VeneziaUf p. 30). Filiasi 
(^Ekerche Sioriche^ p. 215). 
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matdj the culpable treakneds to connive at the cxpul- 
Bion of the Barboiani and their confederates. But the 
triumph of the Polaiii £Mstioii was of short duration. 
For their riyals, haviiig sought an aajlnm at the Court 
of the Emperor Lotliar, tlie son and snecessor of Louis 
the PiouSt that prince tendered his powerful intercession 
between them and theur Cdmmmie ; and the mediation 
of Lothar eonld not, it was thought, be decUned with 
pmdence. The exiles were permitted to return to 
Yeniee; and as it was imperatiTely necessary to ob- 
Tiate a revival of the old fend; a distinct and separate 

scttlemeut was assigned to them m the iisland of 
Bpina-Lunga or Guidecca, which had, down to that 
timoy been almost wholly nninhabited. It seems to 
ha^e been shortly after theur zecal» that an incident 
occurred which, though of an nnimpoi'tant character, 
had the effect of hurrying the career of the Doge 
Tradenigo to an abmpt and melancholy dose. 

On the decease of Manrizio Yieenzi, Bishop ci 
OKvolo, in 862, two members of the Venetian priest- 
hood offered themselTes as candidates for the vacant 
See* The Sanndi (or the Gandiani, as they were scnne- 
times called) nomiaated their relative, Zaccaiia Siuiudo. 
But his Serenity thought proper to induct his own 
lrinmman» Domenigo Badoer.^ The Sanodi Towed that 
they wonid not overlook the insolt whidi had been 
offered to their House; and, although a considerable 
period elapsed before a suitable occasion presented 

' Filiasi (vi. p. 44) ; Sanudo ( Vife, pp. 415, 4i6), Compue also Sui« 
soTiDO (lib. xiii. p. 543) with Marin (ii. p. 46). 
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itself, they oltimateiy canied their design into ekeca« 
Hon. On the 18th September, 864, as the oljjeet of 

their reseutment ^vas crossing the PmU ddla Vmjliay^ 
to attend Tespers at the church of San Zaccaria, he was 
Baddenlj assailed by Hetro Sanndo at the head of a 
large body of friends and retamers; the Ezcnsati and 
other attendants of Tradtuigo were overpowered, alter 
ail obstinate and manful resistance, and the old 
Doge himsdf was stabbed to death at the foot of 
the Bridge. His guards and servants, so soon as 
they perceived that all hope had gone, hastily retraced 
their steps nnder cover of the darkness, and took 
r^bge hi the Ducal Palace, where they prepared to 
defend themselves against all comers,* until ** their 
prayer to the Legisiatme for the condign punishment of 
tiieaesasainB had obtained a fiiYoniable hearing."^ This 
proceeding, for which no precedent was known, may 
refer possibly to an antient constitutional usage, of which 
no other trace has survived, or it may have aiisen 
simply from the fear of the Excusati lest they idionld 
frJl victims to the popular indignation at tiiieur relEd or 
presumed negligence in protecting the person of their 



> THoMxi (lib- viu- P- 181) ; Sansovliio (Ub. litt. p. MS) ; HnlbiBni 
CA-U. p. 81) i PictroMarccllo ( Vite de Prhte^ p. 13). Pictro Marcello 
"was the son of Antonio Marcello. , He was bom n]>out 147/^, and died in 
1555. Tlic fH>t edition of bis work (a compilation from SalK'Hico, find 
therefi>re ol indifferent value) was publisbed in 1502. It was originally 
written in Lilm. The venkn whidi I have uied ii a w^fortsomc^ 
Lodovieo Domeniciii, which was published at Yenioe in 4t0| two ywn 
after Marcello*8 death. 

> Sanndo ( Vite, p. 456) ; NavagiCTO (<Sitoria, p. M8). 
' Daod. vbi nipra. 
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Boweigii. The latter yiew has a greater air of 
probabiHfy* 

The report of this outrage diffused thi'ough the 
City an irrepressible feeling of abhorrence. The 
&le of the Doge Badoeri his Serenity's {mdeceflsor 
in office) had not yet been forgotten. It was noted 
that the present was the second instaaice within a few 
yearsy in which Uie chief magistrate had become a 
prey to the heartless violence of party spuit ; and it 
was hardly to be expected that the sad end of the 
virtuous and amiable Tradenigo would be treated with . 
indifference by a nati<Mi which he had served so £uth- 
iiilly and so long. The popular assembly met therefore 
at liialto in the latter paii of September amid a general 
outcry for justice; and the Judges of the Palace, who 
were the Bishop of £qaiio» the Archdeacon of (jrrado» 
and Domenigo Masono»* were directed, in compliance 
with the univeiSLil demand, to investigate the cii'cum- 
stances of the late catastrophei and to report the result 
of their inquiry to theLogydature; at the same time no 
steps were taken atpreseht toward the election of a new 
Doge ; and, until siicli election should take place, the 
Airengo, having in view tlic unsettled state of tlie 
B^blicy assented to the devolution of the supreme 
power upon the Tnbunes Giovanni Sanudo and 

Giovnniu Dadocr. 
During an entire month* the dependants and body- 

* Dtndolo (nb. viiL p. 181); dramea di Veitetia^ p. 4 (MSS. Had; 
4820); 6iMi»oOuoldo(J7irtw^F<iwfe,p.24,l^ See 
•bo Harl. MSS. 3^49. 

* Oonooa Alimate (Ub. ii pp. 4d, 60), 
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guard of Tradenigo held possession of the Palace, and 
seem to haye set at defiance the power of the Prori' 

sioinil Government. On tlic llurtietli day, they con- 
Boutcd to relmquibil their post only on the understanding 
that a &ee settlement was to be assigned to them in 
the island of PoTeja, and that they should enjoy in 
perpetuity the faculty of choosing their own jiul<i;cs 
anfl gastaldi ; while, on the part of the Throne/ the 
Thbunes stipulated merely that a deputation of the 
gastaldo and of seven of the oldest inhabitants of 
Poveja should, as a token of feiilty, hiing to Kialto on 
the fii-st i'riday in each succeeding Novembei* an offer- 
ing of fish to the reigning Doge, who was pledged to 
provide, in honour of the delegates on every anniversaiy, 
a public repast.* Sanudo and his colleague resigned 
their functions at the close of October, 864, when 
Orso, the son of the former Di^e Giovanni, and 
the grandson of Badoer I., was declared the successor 
of Tradenigo. 

At the period of his assassination, the late Doge had 
already governed Venice eight-and-twenty years, a 
length of reign unexampled in the Annals of the Be- 
pubhc. His son Giovanm, \shom, at his accession, he 
had declared, with the approbation of the Legishkture, 
his partner in the sovereignty, and who seems to have 



' DuaUe Aronnm -was unt1er<<tood by the early Venetians in the mine 
5en!<e aa imoDg tbe £nglishr~Mc Crovm, See uUtr aiia HmdsAo (viu* 

262). 

• Navagiero (.S'torifl, p. 949) ; Vianoli {Hitiaria VenetOf lib. iii. p. 95 : 
Yen. 1680)* 
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been of a delicate ccinstitatioii, had died in 868; 

and it was certainly ibrtimate that he hved not to 
witness his couixtry once more a prey to intestine 
discord, and a paient bnichered before his eyes b j a 
pitiless and too powerful Faction. 

During the long and troubled period which had 
elapaed from the depodtion of Badoer HI* to the 
accesmon of his son Orso (Badoer IV.) , two hitherto 
nnnoticed incidents occurred which deserv e a passing 
mention. lu 856, the Emperor Louis 11., when ho 
affixed his seal at Mantoa to the antient charter, under 
which the Venetian merchants traded in the ports of 
Lombardy, expressed a wish, and accepted an invitation, 
to see Bialto, The Doge and a select depatation 
went to meet his majesty as for as San Michele di 
BronJulo; he remained the guest of Tradenigo three 
days, dmiug which period he held at the font the 
infont daughteir of his Serenity.^ Two years before 
thcTisit of Lonis, Pope Benedict in., driyen from 
the chair of Saint Peter by his riyal Anastasius, had 
sought an asylum in the lagoon (854);' and during 
his stay at Venice, Gioyanna Morosini, Sister-Supe- 
nor of the Abbey of San Zaccaria, Bucceeded in eli- 
citing from his Holiness a promise of the bodies of 
San Panciazio, Santa Sabina, and other prized relics. 
Shortly after their transmission to their new desti* 
nation, Tradenigo, allmed by the odorous sanctity 

' Sao-omintifi (Chron. 38). 

^ Dujidolo (lib. viii. p. 180) i Muratori {Amiali dlUdia^ V. p. 46); 
Maria (vol. u. pp. 44, 45). 
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wbieh the postiimnons abode of fo aumy Samii shed 
around the favoiii^ abbey, paid a devotional Tiint to 

San Zaccaiia; and the Abbess, anxious to aflford a 
conTiiieing proof of the opulence and lojaltj of the 
Bisterhood, presented to her iiliifltnoiis gneet» on the 
latter taking leave, a magnificent diadem, richly studded 
with gems of the choicest water. * In the centre was 
0et a hurge diamondi endxded by fonr-and-twenfy pear- 
shaped pearls : aboye the diamond biased a mby, the 
biiiliaucy of which was such, that it dazzled the eye of 
the beholder; and in the hout of the diadem was 
iroTon a gold cross, inlaid mth tweniy-three emeralda 
as well as other stones of rare price. Tradenigo - 
accepted tlio splendid gift with profuse acknowledg- 
ments and a mixed sensation of pleasure and surprise; 
andi as a lasting token of his gratitude and appro* 
bation, be pledged his word that the Doges of Venice 
should repeat the visit and the ceremony in each suc- 
ceeding year.'' 

The mere fact that, at so eaily a p^od a Boman 
pontiff and a Boman emperor hononred with their 
presence the Palace of Saint Mark, cannot bo wholly 
without its signiiicance, though it may be allowed to be 
of comparatiTelj slight imports But the account of 
the jewelled diadem, which the Doge Tradenigo received 
at the hands of the Abbess Morosini, is an liistbrical 
record of considerable yalae». inasmuch as it affords 

< Maffd iVenma IUmMb, ii. p. 219). 0. B. MieUdi (!. ^ 123 

' SaawTino (lib. xii. pp. 494, 495). 
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a dear indication of the zeal and saccesa ivith which 

the Venetians were pursuin<:^ their favourite scheme 
of oriental commerce, and of the rapid growth of the 
subtle and penetratiye f^iiit of enteipiise, which ulti- 
mately led that remarkahle People to explore the 
farthermost shores of the Ocean, 
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CHAPTEJi IV. 

The Venetian Church— Will of Fortunatus, the rich Patriarch of Grade 
iS'i5)'^Ono BdUKT (Budoer lY.), Doge (864)— Dcfti* of the 
fiuaeeiis — Schisn between Badoer and the Hofy See— Giovaimi 
Badoer (Badoer V.), Doge — Sack of Omimacchio — Pietro Sanudo^ 
Doge (887)— Battle of Mucole, and Death of Santulo C^SS)— 
(jiovanni Badoer, again D^^e — Pietro Trilnnm. Poijo (^N>-yi2) — 
Dcleat of the Xluns at Albiok (906)— Orso liadocr (^liadoer VI.)t 
Doge (912). 

It will be remembered that, about the middle of the 
fifth cenioiyt a Band of Fi^itiTee was compelled by the 

llunnic iiivasioii to seek au asyhmi iu the Sull-LagooD, 
wliero tlicy, at hist, endeavoui-ed to recoucilc themselves 
to their Btnmge and hmnble lot^ bj indulging the sense 
of secmity and cherishing the hope of return* Bnt 
affairs soon wore a different aspect. Aii increase 
of comfort and prosperity within, coupled with the 
unabated force of external pressure, slowly fostered in 
the mind of the Colonists the latent spirit of patriotism 
and nationahty. Tlic Salt-Lagoon gradually became 
populous and tolerably fertile : gradually, by industiy 
and perseverance, the Exiles of Padua fonned within 
its confined area a flourishing, tliough small, settle- 
ment ; and on tliosc ban*en Holms, where the fisher- 

• Zanetti {DtW Origine di alcune artipresso li Veneziam^ p. 15). 
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man of Bialio used to dry hk net8» were set the 

Hearths and Altars of a new People. 

It stands on record that, in 421, a church, in honour 
of Saint James^ was foanded on the Isle of Eialto* 
under the joint patronage of Sererianns Danlos, bishop 
of Padna, Jucnndus, hishop of Treviso, i^jnhrosius, 
bishop of AltinOi ajid Epo, bishop of Oderzo. ^ The cir- 
emnstanee, under whieh the fonndationa of Saa Giaeomo 
were laid in the early part of the fifth centarj, on the 
island of Bialto, belongs to the most venerable of Vene- 
tian traditions . It is related that, when the fagitives ^om 
the temjSnna had alreadybegon the erection of hoiises ' 
on the island, a conflagration broke ont in the dwelling 
of a poor boatman, named Entinopo, and consumed 
that and several of the contiguous buildings : whereupon, 
the sufferers recorded a vow, that thej wonld exhibit, if 
the flames were extinguished, their gratitade by raising 
on the site of the ferryman's hiunblo residence, a 
elmrch in honour of Baint James. Their wishes were 
folfiUed; their tow was accomplished; and on the 
veiy ground, which ie occnpied by the present ehiireh 
of San Giaeomo di lUalto, the antient Venetians laid, 
fourteen hundred years ago, the first stone of the first 
Christian temploi which rose from the morasses of 
the Adriatic, as an eternal monnment of their fiiith and 
God-serving humihty. Let no stranger omit to note 
this spot, and to note it well : for in Venice there are 
none, which have associations so solemn, so holy, and 
so sad. 

* DHid(iki0ili.T.p.69)f Siirada(Filr,i».4e9}. 
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A few years later, in fulfilment of another tow, a 
second Chnieh mih m Oiatorjr wm built at Doibo<* 
dnro, and dedicated to the archangel Raphael, hy 
Adiiana, the wife of Genusius, a Paduan noble, who 
had fled to the neighbotmng lagoon, on the iq[»pxoach 
of the HnnB, mth his nnmeroiig family;^ and in 
when Altino itself was on the eve of destruction, the 
Episcopal See was transfen-ed to Torceiio. These 
iiaditioDa fomi the oldest historical monuments of the 
Boeledastical Histoiy of the Bepablie» which, with those 
exceptions, presents a perfect blank till the middle of 
the sixth century. But sabseqaently to that period 
the Hieraxduc System was rapidly deyeloped by the 
fresh iiraptions of barbarians, and by the eonstant 
intiux of immipri'ants from all parts of the Peninsula. 
In 650, two churches, one in honour of Saint Tlxeo- 
dofe, the Tatelaiy Saint of VenicOt the other in that 
of the martyrs Menna and Ckmlnian, were fonnded 
at Rialto,* by Narses, the Ueutenant of Justinian in 
Italy, in requital of the zeal, which the islanders had 
shown in transporting sbt thonsand Lombard memo-' 
naries from Aquilela to Barenna m their flat-bottomed 
Tessels. 

' The itusliaiid, witihing to reuiaio behind till the lost luomeot, a^t 
hifl wife and ebildzeii Ibrwud, and Adimna, wnma tat Iob wftty, 
declared that » aoon at ha anrivcd In the lagoon, dia voald Aem her 

gratitude, by founding a chiuxh and oratory in boaonr of the arch- 
angel. One of Adriana's ilaughfcrs aflcrAvarcl became Abbess of San 
Zaccaria, which -svns then the only niiniiery in Venice, and which stood, 
according to 8anso\^o (lib. yi. pp. 243-4), in the same street tha 
home of Genusius. 
« Sanaorna (Fcie<£a IhteriUa, lib. ii. p. Ip9). 
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III 577, Paul, Fittriaveh of Aqnilefa, flylBg from the per- 

gecntion of the Lombards, took Bhelter at Grado, where 
he built the church of Saint Euphemia. Bix years later, 
while the neighboiuizig chnieh of Aqnilda was tainted 
bj tbe betesiee of Amis, Chrado became, by yhbue of a 
Concordat between the successor of Paul aud the Holy 
See (20ih April, 568) , the metropohtanate of Venice 
and btria, and nineteoi piomcial Sees, among which 
were those of Padua, Oderzo, Altino, Trieste, Emonia, 
Concordia, Pola, Parcuzo, and Trento, were placed 
under the pastoral rule of the Pdmate Etias. ^ In 590, 
Caorlo leeeiYed John, bishop of Concordia. In 680, 
no fewer than eight churches were built at Rialto.* 
Eight years afterwaid, Paul, bishop of l adua, a 
fbgithre and an exile, sought an ustylmn, and established 
a See, at Malamoceo. Finally, in 650, three chnrchea, 
detliciiteJ to belli Sergio and Bacco, Sau Mussimo aiul 
San Marcelliano, were founded by the Torceilese on 
the Isle of Costanaiaco. These early Temples to the 
One Qod were mde and indegant; their domes were 
not ^Ided, nor their walls inlaid with fresco, nor their 
porches exquisitely carved. On the contrary, although 
their mteriors might be richly embellished with the 
treasares, which their foonders had sayed from the 
ruins of Concordia and Aqiiileia, wood was the material 
generally employed in their construction, and their 
sfyle was, in the last degree, simple and unpretending. 
Yet the antient Venetians found them not less fitting 



* Ugfaeilitf {liaUa Saera, t. p. SS). * SMwnino (jCrom. Vm, p. 8). 
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or applicable to the liies of a pure and liumble religion, 
than those splendid moniimeatsy which were afterward 
raised by the genius of the Eady Mastm. 

The late Concordat with the Holy See, which 
conferred npon the Patriarch of Giado the right of 
supreme jmisdietion over nineteen episcopal sees in 
the adjoining provinces, Tslule on the one hand 
it seemed to promote the ambitious views of the 
Ck>nrt of Bome» bj extending its influence through- 
out the Venetian Dominion, was extremely advan- 
tageous on the other hand to the RepnbHc herself, 
both in a commercial and pohtical respect ; impelled 
by that enterprising spirit, which distinguished them 
in so marked a degree, the Merchants of Yemce 
gradually formed marts and depots at Justinople 
and the neighbouring Cities; th^ urbane manners 
and judicious moderation won in theur favour a general 
feeling of confidence and ffoodwili ; frieudsliips, inti- 
madeSi and matrimonial alliances, followed as a 
natural consequence ; and the early connexion, which 
the Venetians thus established, through a spiritual 
medium, mih the Ill}Tic rro\inccs, may be con- 
sidered as having, in no shght degree, prepared the 
way for the subsequent reduction of Dahnatia beneath 
their rule. 

But it was haidly to be expected that the privilege 
accorded by the Roman Pontiff in 583 to the primate 
Elias, would long remain undisputed. A rival pre- 
tender to tlie metropohtanate soon a})p eared in liio 
holder of the new patriarchal dignity, which the 
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Lombards had founded, shortly after the estabUsh- 
ment of ihdr power, at Aqoileia. The latter, how- 
ever, was at once pronotineed by the Pope to have 

no legitimate existence or authority, and the election 
of the Abbot Johannes, the first of the Aiian patri- 
aieha of Aqoileia, was solemnly condemned by Boni- 
hce IV. as uncanonical and null, the Synod, which 
chose and ordained tliat prelate, having been con- 
vened entirely without the knowledge or sanction of 
his Holiness: nor was it till the year 720, when the 
Lombards sncceeded in conciliating the Papal See by 
the annexation of certain temtory to the Ecclesiastical 
States, that the new Church of Aquileia was admitted 
into the communion*^ 

After the fall of the kingdom of Alboin in the year 
800, the patriarchs of Aquileia became soToreigns of 
the Friool, and feudal Lords of Camiola;^ and they 
became, at the same time, the most troublesome ene- 
mies of the Church and Commune of Venice. The 
encroachments of the patriarch of Grado on their see, 
and the extension of his influence and jurisdiction 
over Istria, Dalmatia, and the Frioul, excited their 
jealousy, and seemed to justify their depredations; 
and during a period of nearly six hundred years, the 
two primates were engaged in a desultory course of 
petty war&re, in which the Aquileiaa was always the 
assailant, and generally the loser. 

* Bisscrtaaonc istorica sopni I'antichita del Patriarcato d' A fflfl d a; Ap* 
Calogiera {N'uovn RaccoUa dOpuscoli ScieTitifici, v. 7.) 
» Sandi (L p. 358). 

VOL. I. 8 
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The numerous islands in tlio Salt Lagoon, wliich 
constituted the Venetian Dogado, were divided into the 
five biahopiics of EquilOi loreeUoy Caorlo, Mfttamooeo, 
and Gitta NnoTa, to which were sabseqnenily added 
those of Olivolo and Chioggia ; each of these dioceses 
owed allegiance, and paid thhute, to the metropo- 
Utaoate of Gzado ; and prior to his entiy into office^ 
each bishop elect was approyed hy the Doge and 
the Pope, and consecrated by the primate.^ In the 
nsoal oooxse of promotion, an ecdesiaatic became 
in the first insianee the Curd of a Paiiflh; from 
the oJQSice of cure, the step was to the rectorship 
or piovanato; from the latter, he was raised to the 
ehaplauusy of Saint Mark, and thenoe to the Epiacopal 
Bench, from which the vacaneieB in the metropoH- 
tanato were ordiuarily snpphed. Such was tho 
general rule; but the exceptions were ^nmnerous^ 
and it is probable, that these exceptions arose less 
frequently from the extraordinary merit of the Ciir6 
or Piovaii, who might be uTOgiilarly promoted, than 
from the great facihties which the Doge enjoyed 
nnder the early Venetian constitntion, for elevating his 
own relatives or dependants at pleasure from the lower 
to the superior grades of the Priesthood. 

Unlike the antient Saxons, whose Witenagemote 
possessed jniisdiotion, both in dvil and in spuitoal 
matters, the Venetians organized at a very remote 
period a Synod, which met at uncertain iutervals. 
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imdar the pzeodenoy of Uie Doge^ and vhich con- 
Bisied of the patriaioh of Grado, of the biflhope, end 

of the other high dignitaries of tlic cliurch, and 
which took exclusive cogiiizaiLce of all matters of a 
pniely qpihtnal natnxei or of any qneetionfl which 
might arise in connezion with eceleGdaBtical discipline ; 
and oil bucli points the judgment of this Assembly was 
generally considered as final and condusiYe* Indeed, 
during the infiini^ of the Bepnblic, and even till ihe 
close of the eighth centoy, the Venetian eieacgj eiigoyed 
considerable influence, and, as Head of the Church, 
the Patriarch of Grade occupied an eminent portion in 
the State* Bat when the reins of government passed 
into the hands of the great Honses of Badoer and 
Sanudo, the power of the Priesthood sensibly declined ; 
the Synod became ahnost entirely subservient to the 
will of the prince, who convoked and dissolved it at 
pleasure;' without his sanction, its acts were ae« 
coonted void; and on several occasions, when they 
eiqpressed a dissent from his views, its dedaiona were 
wholly disregarded. 

In the ilouiibhmg bUte of the Monaychijy the reigning 
House and its adherents, anxious to strengthen its 
position, and consolidate its power, invariably aimed 
ai engrossing the sphntnal, as well as the secular, 
authority ; and consequently, during that period, the 
Doge, the Paliiarch of Grade, and the Bishops of 
Olivolo and loioello, were almost always members of 



; Dwdfllo (lib. viL p. m) { Sndi (i p. 224). 
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the same &ctiony not nnfrequently of the same fiunily. 
This unjust and misehieyotis monopoly, so natnrai in 

a parent, so necessary in a partizan, sowed in the 
public mind a feeling of discontent, which was much 
move easSy excited than allayed ; and it is leeognizable 
as one of the leadmg causes of the dedme of the 
Ducal authority. 

It was to be anticipated that, under such a rule as 
that of the Badoeri and Sanodi, the hierarchic erystem 
would be somewhat loose and irregular: but the fiict 
far surpasfied the expectation. No principles of 
church goYermnent or sacerdotal discipline were yet 
established ; no fixed laws were yet laid down for the 
guidance and control of the Priesthood ; and, in that 
primitive age, even the outline of a canon law is 
scarcely discernible. Bishops were often elected, and 
deacons ordained, without reference to their merits or 
quahliL'ations, through the private patronage and 
personal inHuence of the Doge ; several instances 
occurred, in which the sees of lorcello and OUtoIo 
were filled in that manner by unworthy candidates, 
notwithstiUitling the remonstrances of the clergy and 
of the patriarch; and one case is recorded, where 
the Unction was defiled by the consecration of an 
eunuch: nor do the incipient measures of ecclesias- 
tical refonn, which were introduced toward the 
middle of the eleventh century, afford a slight proof 
of the laxify of discipline, which had prevailed before 
that period. 

The Venetian church derived it^ revenues from a 
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multiplicity of Boorees; bnt tithes in money or in 
kind were the principal support of beneficeB. Morta* 

arics, or heriots upon the dead, formed a class of 
impost to which the Venetian legislators of the First 
Age were no strangers. It was on mortnariesy and 
on an aminal poll Tax of three hens which he 
received fi'om the population of a paiiiciilax district, 
that the Bishop of Olivolo almost wholly rehed 
for his mcome; and on the fonner account he was 
funiliarly known as Vescavo de* Ifofti, or the Bishop of 
the Dead, 

In connexion with the antient theocratic polity of 
the Venetian Bepnblic, it is proper to consider the 
system pnrsaed, in the early ages of the common* 
wealth, With regard to Monastic Institutions. It was 
originally a common practice for monks and nnns to 
reside in their own dwellings,^ and this practioe Tery 
probably continued, even when the necessity, in the 
absence of appropriate houses, no longer existed. But 
Holy Societies of both sexes were formed in Venice 
at a Teiy remote period, and they were founded and 
endowed, for the most part, by private fixmihes, which 
turned invariably the right of patronage (Jus 
Patronatos), and of selecting the sister or brother 
Superior from theur own kindred.* In a Btate» where 

' LeUeru di Ag. Grademgo sopra x tnonasteri di Venczia al abate 
Brwmees 1700. 

* **£ vm diigw d'owcffMioM,** my TenmiM {AnHoa Pkmim M 

Venexia^ 8), *^die tutte le Chiese Farroochiali, o almeira fl m^ggiQi 

pArtc di CTSC, cdificntc in Kialto dojKi il doge Ag^cHo Parti^'pftzio, mano 
State ercUe a spese di privaU citUUini." — V, ajfrd, ch. yii. ad ao. 110^ 
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a few wealthy Houses, Dhisirioiis aUke by ih^ birUi 
and attahiinents, arrogated to themselrefl the goyera- 
ing power in spiritual as well as in secular matters, 
this principle of patronage waa almost ineyitable; and 
we shall find that &e exehisiYe and engrossing R^^irit, 
by which the policv of Venice was so strongly marked 
and so greatly iuliucuced in other respects, trespassed 
on the priyaey of the doister. In points of general 
discipline, and in qnestions of general importance, 
the Synod or even the Arrengo might have a power- 
fdl voice, and exercise a legitimate jurisdiction ; but 
a charter, to which the Doge affixed his seal and 
sign-manual, protected, iu iilmost every case, the 
rights of the iounder and the freedom of the founda- 
tion from the inqoisitiYe zeal of the dezgy ; and it is a 
fimr supposition that, while the conduct of the leduses 
was guided by the long-established roles of their re- 
epectiye orders, their maintenance and management 
jointly deyoWed on the Patron and the Prior. It 
was an nsnal practice to appoint in ail Monasteries 
an Advocate, whose province it was to represent the 
mstitution in law-suits, to manage its temporalities, 
and to watch over its general interests; and this 
functionary is mentioned in many docnments of early 
date. 

The loose and independent system, which was 

applied, with very few, if any, exceptions, to all en- 

rrd fOTnpnrc DaTiddlo (lib. ix. ]v "-^')7), where wc read: "Anno m rii. 
iiioiinstrriiun S;iiKfi ryjirifini tiimslattim est in Muriannm, condoimnti 
ad hoc iiuiduui mum i'cUru (iraduuico, rencrvanii au/em Jure Pab'&Hotun^* 
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dowmenis of a sacred character in Vemce, clothed the 
Patron mth veiy large powers ; and at the same time 
that the latter freely placed them at the pnblie 
service for purposes of worsliip or seclusion, he rarely 
Med to daim these monmuents of priTate mmuficence 
as an mtegial portion of his property or heritage* It 
also frequently happened that, wliero several endow- 
ments were under the same control, a church was 
transformed at pleasnie uoito a monasteiyy whenever 
such a change suited the conTenience or taste of the 
founder or his representatives; and the violence oi 
party spirit sometimes converted the monastery into 
a prison. All monasteries had a Toioe in the local 
chapter,^ and it appears that these holy Fraternities 
were not necessarily exempt from the performance of 
mihtary semce : for it is stated in an anticnt document, 
that the Fnary of LovoU was ohliged to contrihnto 
nineteen SeudaH to the Dneal Body-guard. 

In 686, a monastery, dedicated to the Blessed 
Yirgini was founded by the patriarch Elias in that 
part of the dty of Venice^ which was snhseqnently 
known as the parish of Santa Maria Formosa. In 
790, the house of Badocr built, at their own expensoi 
a chnieh in honour of San Gian Battista, and a Prioiy 
attached, of which they assumed the ezdnslTe patron- 
a^rc. In 816, tlic same family couverted tho clmrch 
of Ban Ilario, in Rialto, mto a monaster}^ which they 
appropriated to the use of the monks of San Leone. 

' Gradenigo, Lettera d iiniiNHVi, 1700. FUitii, MmoHt iitonekt dn 
V^neti Prim e Seoomiij 
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In 882, the Doge Memo granted the isiet of San 

Giorgio or San Zorzi to Giovanni Morosini, who was 
desirous of eixctmg on that site a Benedictine 
mcMiasteiy; and alieadj» in the nmth emiwrjf the 
abbeys of San Zacearia' and San Ginliano had aeqnized 
a reputation for sanctity and gplendonr. In 1132, 
GioTanni, bishop of OUvolo, and son of the Doge 
Fietio Polani, founded a Oisterdan monastery, which 
he dedicated to San Daniello; and lastly, in 1146, 
Giovanni Trono, having received the grant of a por- 
tion of the island of San Giacomo del Palndo, from 
0x80 Badoer, the lord of the manor, ereeted thereon a 
cognominal CliiuTh and Priory. The above are a few, 
among many instances which might be adduced ; but 
these will suffice to exemplify the foregoing obeervations» 
while they tend to Bhew that, from the earUest period 
of her existence, and in all her antient institutions, 
the Bepublic of Venice betrayed m progressiTe stages of 
gennination the growth of that oligarchy, which became* 
in the end, the ruling principle of her government. 



■ In 1097, Folco, the son of Ano Miiqiiis of Este, endowod tlib 
abbey with mne land in Montftlioe. AitHciUa Eiteme (part i. eh. 83); 
Huratori (AmutU^ yi. p. 880). Toward the close of the deventh century; 
and during the earlier part of the twelfth, the emperors of the East, 
anxiouH to preserve the friendship, or regain the favour, of the rqniblic, 
hestowed several vahiable pi^s on the church of Saint Mark, and on 
many of the Venetian nionateteries. In 1116, Creaimir, king of Croatia, 
with the approval of the Doge Faliero II., oonfivrcd numenMiB privileges 
on Sitnt John's Abbey, at Belgndo^ inDahnatia. Mnratori (DtMerto- 
ttanm, i. noi. 6and 17) ; Dandolo(Ul>.ix. ch. 11). FAm the fifth disserta- 
tion of Muratori {Ckarta Placiti, &c), it appears that l^e abbey of San 
Zaccaria had !t>me di8])Hfed ]M)''ses«^iott8 in the Padovtmo, The Uti^aticn 
lasted nearly a centur}* (,1(XH>>1100). 
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On the flight of tlie two Galbaii in d04| and the 
Buooession of liis Mend and accomplice, the late 
Tribune of Malamoeco, the Primate Fortnnato had 

returned to Venice, where he considered that he had 
every title to expect a favourable reception. On the 
other hand, althongh he might partly owe his Bucceas 
and aetnal position to (he patriarch, Obelerio di Ante- 
nori was anxious to disclaim l ven his former connexion 
with a man toward whom the people bore a stronp; 
dishke, as the friend of their bitterest enemy; and 
from 804 till the battle of Albiola, Fortnnato had lived 
for the most part in retirement at his residence near 
Campaita, on the banks of the Silis. Bnt after the 
defeat of Pepin and the proscription of the Antenori, 
the patriarch was invited by the new l)o<^v. Badocr 
to return to his country and his see; and Foiiu* 
nato remained at Grade in the fall enjo^ent of his 
rank and dignity, until, some suspicion or mischance 
having occasioned the discovery of a secret corre- 
spondence with the French Court, he received a 
peremptory command from the GoTemment to qnit 
the Venetian territories for eyer.^ The exile sought 
an asylum and a home at Constantinople ; and he was 
subsequently sent by the Emperor Michael I., in the 
quality of an ambassador, to Paris, where he seems 
to have died about the year 825* * By his wiH,^ his 

* " Hoc tempore Veneti advcrsus Fatriarcham Fortunatiun dcniio ooii* 
dtati, eum de FatriA expulenmt.'*— i)<Bid(»A» (iriiL 168). See also Cronaea 

AUinate (\\h. viii. 227). 

* Sa-roniiiius {Chnm. 29), Dandolo (iil>. TUi.p. 168). 

* Fiiiasi (v. p. 315) i Marin (i. p. 270). 
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ample fortune was distributed into annuities and be- 
quests to wioQS dmrcbes and monAsteries in Venice. 
His seifii, cattle, horses, orchards, and olive-groves 
were left, for the most part, to the clinrcli of 8 aula 
Eufemia, wliicli was also enriched with altars oi gold 
and silver, altar-doihSi surplices, chalices, vases and 
goblets of por^^hyry, and mitres of cnrioos &bric, 
studikd with jewels. The monastery of Santa Maiia 
GenetricG received thirty pounds of silver, a ship, with 
all its rigging and equipments, and a hundred bushels 
of com.^ The abbey of San GiuHano was endowed 
with a yearly pension equal to five hundred and twenty- 
eight silver ducats (about 280/.) The church of the 
Virgin at Torcello was covered with a roof of lead, and 
a certain sum was appropriated out of the same fond 
to the restoration of the chnrelics of Santa A^ata and 
Ban Peregrino, to the former of which Fortunate like* 
wise bequeathed some land, an annuity of ten silver 
Ure^ and vestments of linen and silk. To various other 
holy or charitable institutions were assigned legacies 
or donations of equal or even greater value. Nor does 
it appear that these liberal bequests represented the 
slow and laborions result of thrift and economy: for 
there is equally strong evidence in favour of the sup- 
position that, while he continued to enjoy the rank of 
metropolitan, this rich and sumptuous priest lived at 
Grado in a style of unexampled maguiiicence.* The 

* MoNorer, nya Fortunatop **miiimii8 ibi praibjteros et clerieo% 
qui ibi Dcum eoeli quotidie kudant.** 

' Filiasi (v. p. 38) tells us that on one occasion Fortunate brought 
ironi Constantinople two vrmy gates: mixtbilmeiite lavonte e aculte." 
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will of Foiiimalo is an extremely valiiable and cuxions 
docomenty inasmneh as it throws light on an 

otherwise obscure period, and affords a tolerably clear 
insight into the nature and extent of the means of a 
wealthy Venetian of the eighth centaiy.^ The obser- 
vfttion has been made that, in the tune of Fortnnato, 
the large capitahsts invariably aimed at investing their 
sniplns means in that species of property which was 
least open to the depredations of their neighbonrs or 
their enemies, and that hence it was that, dnring the 
medieval period, we find such enormous sums devoted 
to tlie foundation and decoration of churches or mo* 
nA8teries> saeh an eztensiTe employment of the precious 
metals in the mannfiMJtnre of altars, chalices, eommn- 
nion-cnps, and other sacred utensil r : this, it is added, 
was a practice enforced on the patriarch and his opu< 
lent contemporaries by the lawless character of the 
age in whidi they liyed. There may be general tnith 
in this remark; but it must be received vnth quali- 
fication. Nothing is more easily capable of proof 
than that the Venetians of the richer class, both 
dergy and laity, applied themselres from the earliest 
times to the acquisition of lauded and personal pro- 
perty within the Dogado and on the terra firman and 
that it was by no means their custom, from fear of 
spoHation, to place the bulk of their possessions in 
mortmain. Of this Fortunato himself presented a 
notable instance* The patriarch was only too well 
aware that, although rchgions considerations mighty 

' The testament is textually preserved by Marin, ubi tupra. 
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in many casos^ have their weight, and that many 
of ihofie who would have committed without scrapie 
or misgiving ordinary rapine, might dhxisk from 
the commission of sacrilege, there had been even in 
his time,^ for example, profane plunderers who had 
planted their foot on the holy threshold, and borne 
away the sacred treasures of Santa Eofemia* 



The jndges of the palace (or CorU DucaU) had 
now discharged their important trust ; and their report, 
which seems to have been diawu up in a spirit of 
severe impartiality, had implicated in the murder of 
the Doge Tradenigo the membets of several of the 

highest famihcs in Venice. It ai^peared that the plot 
had been concocted by Stefano Sanudo and his son 
Pietro, Giovanni Oradenigo, Bomenigo FaUero, Gio- 
vanni Lambrescha, Orso Gmgnacio, Pietro Fhibenigo, 
Stefano di SuluL), and others of the same class." In 
pursuance of the decision of the Court, the new Doge 
Badoer IV. caused Gradenigo, Sabnlo, and Lam- 
brescha, to be put to death; while the rest, with 
the exception of Gmgnacio, who T?as acquitted, 
underwent a sentence of pci-petuai banishment. ^ 
Grognacio, however, died shortly afterward nnder 
very singular drenmstances ; and the popular tale 



' T'rV/f supra^ ch. i. 

^ Sa- ornimis (CAwn. 40). D«ndolo (lib, vUl p. ibO). Swudo (Tile, 
p. 406 Filiasi (vi. p. 98). 
* r. Giostiniani (CAftmica H Venezia, p. 27, King's MSS. 148). 
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thai he was visited and worried by an evil spirit, 
excites a smpicioii that his death was effected by 
poison.^ The trial and condenmatioii of the Sanndo 

cabal was alike honourable to the impartial cha- 
racter of the new Doge, and to the Venetian civi- 
Hsatton of the ninth centnry ; for although the Sanndi 
were sared from public execntion from motiyes of 
pruileuce, it was hardly the less to be expected that an 
inquiry and sentence* which tarnished the fame of so 
many noble fiBunilies, would hate the result of arraying 
against the Honse of Badoer a large and powerful 
faction. Still the career of Orso was long, peaceful, 
and prosperona; and during a reign of seyenteen 
years, he earned the glory of preserving the confidence 
and love of his compatriots. 

The year 864 was distinguished by the despatch of 
a Venetian fleet in quest of the Sea-Bobbers, who had 
now began to infest the whole littoral of Istria, 
CaiTLitliiu, and the Frioul, aud who were said to be 
larking, at the present juncture, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the Lagoon. Those bold and pre- 
daceooB corsairs, whose lawless cupidity spumed all 
deference to human justice, and whose habits of hie 
taught them to deride the restraints of civiHzed com- 
munitiesy found that in prop(»tion as the Venetians 
became more wealthy as a nation, pizw^ became more 



* Giustiniani, nbi supra. ** Domino/* mys this writer, alluding to 

Grngfnacio, "conqnassntits expinivit ." In the JTisUma Veneta Serrfta the 
foregoing names are found with some trifling variations (Add. MSS. Brit. 
Mus. 857 Hi fol. 64-5). Also in Loreu^todi Mouacia, fol. 35 (ibid. 8574). 
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remunerative as a calling ; and they often penetrated 
tvith impimity bo fiur as Jnstiiiople (or Capo d'lsiiia) 
and Trieste, whence they returned with a rich booty to 
theii' btrongholds on the coast of Dalmatia. The 
iaUnd aqoadron chased the enemy oat of the gnlf| 
bat it does not appear^ that the e^edition of Badoer 

biuuglit any pennant ut fruits.' Three yeai's later, 
Basilios I., the successor of the Greek Emperor 
Michael III., anzioiio to restore the empire of Borne 
in Italy, concerted with the Western Emperor Lonia 
a plan for the expulsion of the Saracens from the 
Peninsula. But the maritime power of the latter^ 
and the enfeebled condition of his own navy, led 
Basilius to tlio conLlasiou, that the cu- operation of 
Venice would importantly promote the success of the 
undertaking; and he judged rightly that soch a 
proposal would touch a cfympathetic chord in the 
heart of the Eepubhc. The Doge Badoer, in fact, 
readily agreed to bear a port in the enterprise; and 
a fleet, nnder the command of his son Gioyanni, was 
despatched without delny to the Gulf of Tarentum, 
^vhere the admiral met the object of his search. The 
followers of Badoer beheld the theatre of their fonner 
defeat, and although the Hnssnhnen shewed their 
customary valour and address, the energy mth which 
the hope of retrieving their fortune, and efiiBbcing their 
disgrace, inspired the Venetians, vanquished every 
obstacle; and tho inHdeLd wcro wuibltd. The paiti- 



) Sigoniiiuu {Cknn. 42). Aimijmiis Sdacnitemii (fiktmiamf S). 
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cipaliuu of the Greeks in this expedition had been 
leebie and insincere; ikeir share of the glory was 
proportianately Blonder; and the Emperor BasiliiiSy 
who had famished his lieutenant with secret instnic- 
tions to negotiate a matrimonial aUiance between the 
daughter of Louis and his son^ the Valet of Con- 
stantmople, was so much piqued at the More of this 
intrigne, coupled with the Bingle-handed triumph of 
GioTauni Badoer, that he abraptlj recalled his 
squadron to the port of Coiinth,^ 

The Saracens, howeveri were in no hmnonr to bear 
tlicii' defeat with complacency ; and a league mth tho 
Ai-abs of Candia^ soon enabled them to retiievo the 
losses which they had sustained at Tarentnm, and to 
ascend the gulf in considerable force* They advanced 
without opposition ahnost within sight of the harbour 
of Gradoi where they surprised a small craft, which 
the Doge had sent to reconnoitre ; the boat was easily 
captured ; and, with a single exception, the crew were 
barbarously murdered. But the sohtary mariner who 
had succeeded in efifecting his escape^ lost no time in 
maUng known at Bialto the fiite of his companions 

and the innniiiont danger of tlic FiOpuLlic ; and Badoer 
instantly sent a small force, commanded, as before, 
by his son, to relieve 6rado» which was already in a 
state of Uocbadei and to e^^el the enemy from the 



' Lvipus Protospata {Chroukon Rerum in Rpgno KajHtlftano Gesfnnim, 
p. 1). Herein portua {Epitome Chrtmicit p. 38). Sflgomiuus {Chrvn, 
p. 42). Knnido ( Vitr, p. 456). 

* SabuUico ^iib. m. p. uti). 
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gulf. The latter, however, incumbered with spoil, and 
fearM of confronting the Islanders in their native 
lagoons, move eBpecially under sneh a leader, antidT 
pated the approach of the Venetian admiral, and 
hastily retraced their course toward the Mediterranean. 
Bat, in the estimation of his fellow-citizens, this cir- 
cumstance did not invalidate the claims of Giovanni, 
who ha^ already earned a title to public gratitude by 
his unaided success at Tarentimi ; and the National 
Convention expezienced little difficulty in penniadiilig 
the Doge to associate his son (867-8) ^ 

On the occurrence of a v.k ancv iu the see of Tor- 
cello, the Doge, haying nominated Domenigo the son 
of Leone Oaloprini, and an ennnch,* as his snecessor, 
called on the patriarch of Grado, Pietro Mareorio,' to 
hallow tlic iniquity. But tlie latter, whose conscience 
revolted at the consecration of a ciimc, firmly refused 
to comply; Badoer was pressing in his solicitations; 
Manmrio was still more inflexible ui his purpose ; and 
after a nugatory appeal to tlie laws of justice and 
decency, the Metropohtan at last turned his back 
upon Venice, and songht an asyhun at the comt of 
John Vm. The Pontiff was shocked at the ori^ of 
the breach between the Doge and his Primate ; and he 
immediately directed a message to Caloprmi, enjoming 
him, together with the Bishops of Eqnilo and Mala- 



' Dandolo (lib. viii. p. 18G). " Sagominu«i (Chrcm. 44). 

* Tlie latter was the -aiue who had formed, in concert with Urso Badoer 
oud liuiiuu Storlado, a proviaionai govermucut during the temporary 

ilMence <if Badoer ISn ^ See SeoaofTlno (CVwnco, p. IS). 
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mooeo, to repair to Borne, where his Holiness signified 

an intention of inquiring into the circumstances of the 
case. Neither Caioprini, however, nor the other two 
bishops, who seem to have been in his interest, an- 
swered the snmmons ; and the Pontiff was informed 
that, while the presence of Pietro of Equilo was 
required elsewhere on matters of urgency, Felice of 
Malamocco was incapacitated by sickness from nnder- 
taldng so long a journey. Bnt the Pope was not so 
easily blinded; and, in a second communication ad- 
dressed to the Doge himself, Badoer was conjnred to 
fiusilitate, or, if it were necessaxy, to enforce, the com- 
pHancc of these rcfi-aetorv churchmen, whose dioceses 
might be given in charge, as his Holiness suggested, 
during their absence, to the Bishq[»s of Caorlo and 
OHtoIo. The injunction and ad^ce were alike disre- 
garded. No bishops presented themselves ; and his 
Holiness was placed in a most delicate predicament. 
He determined, however, to make one more effort; 
and the prelates were now invited to appear before 
a synod, which the Pontiff purposed to hold at 
Kavenna, on the 22nd Jnly, 877. ' In this instance 
his Serenity the Doge was induced to giye way; 
bnt nnfortmiately the bishops did not reach theur 
destination till the Council had risen, and John 
was persoaded to withhold his anathema only by 
the personal interoessicm of Badoer. Such was 
the first occasion on which the YenetiaQS assnmed 

1 8igonunus(CAr0ii«mi,p.44). I)andQ]o(]ib.viii.p. 185). Romanm 
JOh. I. 9 
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tliat film and bold attitoide iowazd the Holy See, 

from which they never shrank or swerved, even when 
fortune had ceased to Bmiie on the Lion of Saint 
Mark. 

Galoprini enjoyed the title and the nrennes of the 

Wshopric of Torcello dnrinpf the lifetime of Marcnrio ; 
and when the metropoiitanate was at length vacated 
by the deeeaae of the latter in 874, Yettoie Badoert 
the fifth son of the Doge, condescended to purchase 
the vacant dignity with a promise to consecrate the 
mitred eonucb* J>unDg the distasteM ceremony, 
however, the newly deeted pabdardi, rated by certain 
quahns of conscience, made an attempt to palliate the 
comae he had pursoed by passing a severe censure 
on the mifortmiafte prelate, and the pxide of Oaloprini 
was cruelly mortified by a pointed and unfeeling allu- 
sion, in the presence of a nomerooB aasembly, to his 
pergonal Hemiah.* 

Boon after the dose of this mpfcore mth the Ooort 
of Rome, Badoer was obliged to equip a second 
expedition against the Narentines, who, with the 
eoneomnee and aid of Walpeit, paMaxdi of Aqai< 

leia, were desolating tlic Istrian dioceses of tlie 
metropoiitanate of Grado (878). Ihe Venetians, 
idioae sqnadron, oomitmg thirty galleys, was com- 
manded by the Doge himself, proceeded a eonaideraUe 
distance along the Dalmatian coast without descrying 
the objects of their seaxelu Bat the track of the 



* Coruaro (JEccietia Veneite AfUigua Mommenta^ i. p. 1). 
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memj ifM too doaily detected by tlio rums of Omago, 

Emonia, Parenzo, and Rovigno; aiid at lengtli tlio 
Pirates were observed bearing down on tliem, elated 
bj the iq^did moeem of their foiagiiig esenzHioii. 
The straggle whidi ensued, tfaongli by no means Mood-* 
less, speedily terminated in fevonr of tlio Islanders. 
Tlie Buccaneers, in truth, overladen with spoil, and 
fiitigaed bj their pmions exertioDSf were totally de« 
feated* Nor did Badoer omit to shew that he knew 
how to make the best use of his victory. Without 
delaj or reservation, the plunder which fell into his 
hands was restored to the sufferers, and the nnforta- 
nate Istiians whom the Piiates had contrived to cap- 
ture, returned unexpectedly in Venetian siiips to sur- 
prise and console their bereaved &miUes« 

Having thos disposed of the Fixates, the Doge 
determined to chastise their accompHce, the warHke 
churchman of Aquileia; by his order, all conunercial 
mteroouse between Aquileia and the lagoon was snd« 
denly discontinued; and Walpert, reduced by sfamftened 
resources to a considerable dilemma, i^oon jiistilled the 
step by humbly soUciting the revocation of the inter- 
dicft» The I>0£^, on his pasty was not inexorable; and 
it is natond to suppose that his anger was sonieiiial; 
moUiiied hj the solemn engagement of the Patriarch 
to desist from molesting the four mercantile Depots 
which his Seveniij owned in the maidBet-plaee of Aqni- 
Ima. On the other hand, the subjects of Walpert 
were left at liberty to trade, as heretofore, on easy 
terms with filo and the other ports of Venices and 
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Badoer gave a pledge that no undue restraint ahoold 

be placed oii Uieir commercial ilealitigs with tlie 
Kepublic.^ 

. It was during the lengthened adminiatiation of 
Badoer IV. that the first step was taken in the direc- 

tiou of iinancia! reform. Down to the present time 
there had been nearly as entire an absence of artificial 
dabofation in this department of the goremment as 
in the earliest da^rs of Venetian Hberfy, and the natnre 
of the taxes ^\hi{ li composed the public revenue was 
00 loose* and their levy so irregolary that Badoer came 
to the reaolntion, some years after his aeeessiony of 
proposmg to the National Assembly the establish- 
ment of the Ducal exchequer ou some footing of 
stabihi^. The payment of tithes was an nsage.of high 
antiquity. Posterior to 697, it was cnstomary 
fcr each House to lay at the feet of the Chief 
Uagistrate its proportionate oblation of iish, bread, 
oil» honey, wine, and the other necessaries of life. 
Bnt time had tended to unpair the efifieaey of this 
system latlier than to improve it. Wlien the in- 
creasing importance of the Bepublic began to render 
the calls on the national land heavier, as well as more 
frequent, it too often happened that a sodden and 
mitoward emeigeucy betrayed the nakednesji of the 
Fisc, and exposed the fallacy of the system ; and the 
feeling had become general that eonseqaenees most 
fittal to the wd&re of the Oommnne wonid inevitably 



} Bm^inUtV'^f)- X)Mdiilo Oib. TiiLp. IM). FiUul(vi. p. 190). 
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accrae, unless some core was speedily fonncl for snch 

a grave constitntional evil. It was the piiin of Badoer 
to attain the desired object, and to obviate the threat- 
ened danger in some degree, by encouraging persona 
to settle on the islands of San Nicole, Dorsodnro and 
Murano, which, owing to their unprotected situation 
and the constant dread of piratical incnrsionB, had 
been hitherto deyoted ahnost exdnsiyely to gazdena 
and pastures; and each proprietor or tenant was 
required to attend the Doge in the quahty of an Ex* 
cusato in his Dncal palace, at certain leq^ecific and 
determinate seasons, and pay to the Treasniy, as a 
species of feudal tax, the tenth* part of his yeuily 
income. 

At the same time, with the concnxrence of the 
cleigy, and the approvid of the popnlar assembly, an 

edict was issued by Orso, prolubitrng the traffic of the 
merchants in Christian slaves, which had formed, down 
to the present time, a large and IncratiTe branch of 
Venetian commerce; and a heavy fine,' or the ampn- 
tatiou of a limb, or, in extreme caBes, decollation, was 
the penalty affixed to the transgresbion of the new 
statnte. The spirit of Venetian legislation, like that 
of the Anglo-Saxon and other medieval codes, was 
vindicatory rather than remedial. Eveiy crime boro 
its price; and where resort was had to capital 



' Dandolo (lib. viii.p. 188). henuadoTnyis»noi^Lag}madi Venezia^ 

* SO poundi of gold M 1,090 icquiiii mm ftboiit mhrtr dnmli^ 
ucoti&Bgto^cmtHMktki^liuia FUIm (JUMrvAi^ S9). 
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pamBhment, it was more frequently on poCtical tiban 

on judicial grounds. An age which possessed but 
imperfect notions of the connexion between law and 
monility, and in which theie was a strong tendoney to 
rechxce human obUgations to a standard of conunerdal 
fitness, was precisely an age which might be expected 
to view with liaYOur a qratem of pecuniary atonements, 
fonnhig the most sim^e species of direct taxation. 
It is a remarkable cirenmstance ihat in cases where 
an accused pleaded innocence, the trial of the ques- 
tion of fact was appointed to fall on a jury of 
twelTO persons, who were boimd to deUTcr' a verdict 
npon oath.* The decree of 878 was the earliest 
enactment of that nature; but it was followed, at 
intervals, by others of a more severe and binding 
description ; and it Is fair to observe, that the priest- 
hood ^va3 ever foremost in advocating the cause of 
justice and philanthropy. How far in the prominent 
share which they bore in framing this series of salntaiy 
and hmnane measores, the Chnrch Party might have 
been influenced by secret motives of a factious com- 
plexion, it is impossible to judge. But, nevertheless, 
it is certain that the Venetian attempt in the ninth 
century to extinguish Christian slavery, was almost as 

' Saint Marc (Ahn-f^^: Chron. i. p. 34) telli us ** Uiftt Gicgoxy VIL, 
hearing that some Venetian merchants had bought some Christian dares 
at Rome, went to the market and emancipated them." But it is evident 
that this stor\' is identical with the well-known tradition. The slaves 
were prolmhiy brought to Bome tixnn Britain by ttome Venetian trader. 
** Noa Angli, aed Aiigeli Ibieat^ li enent GhiktiAtii,** Mid Gregory ia 
xcply to the totimatMB ihrt tbey wen Angiu, For a Moood InitaiMe of 
Hie MM kind, howover, set Eilitti (JUmitJ^ 9ff). 
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premature as it was laudable: for it was an attonpt 
direetecl net onlj against interests which wero too 
valuable to be promptly surrendered, but against a 
principle, whieh» though abhorred by a few Bages, 
and thoa^ denounced from a £bw pnlpits, had not 
yet been condemned by the voice of public opinion ; 
and it was public opinion alone, Bcconded by a pro- 
gresaiYe dvilizationi which possessed the power of 
remedying an evil rooted so deeply ui the strongest 
of human instincts. 

Badoer lY. died, after a reign of seventeen ycai*s, in 
881; and the dacal crown descended, without any 
opposition, to his eldest son Gioyaimi (Badoer Y.) , 
whom ho had associated a blioii time before. BcsidtB 
the new Doge, and Yettore, patriarch of Grade, his 
late Serenity left three sons, BadocTi Fietro, and 
Orso ; and two daughters, Gioranna, abbess of San 
Zaccaria, and Felicia, who was united tu liodoald, 
Duke of Bologna. ^ 

Two centuries had elapsed smce the fall of the 
Tribunes, and thirteen Doges had already reigned m 
Venice. Yet these magistrates, at first content to 
presenre the Uberty of their country, and afterward 
engaged, for the most part, either In quelling or 
in promo ting civil discord, ha<l never heretofore found 
the opportunity, or felt the de&ire, of extending the 
Venetian dominion beyond the narrow confine of the 
Salt-Lagoon ; it consequently remained for Badoer V. 



1 gggonunns {Cknm, 60), 
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to famish thai pioof of ambitioni and to set ihai 
example of oonqnesi. The town of Oommacehio, 

situated on an inlet of the Adriatic, Beveral miles 
below Brondolo, and the seat of a floaiishiiig trade 
in fish and salt, vaa held in fief of the court of Rome, 
at tliis period, by a son of one of the followers of 
the Emperor Lonis the Geimau. His name was 
Marino d'Eate ;^ and a repeated refosal on the part of 
the second Cooniof Commacchio to recognize the obli* 
gations of a vassal, had griulusiUj engendered a feeling 
between him and his sozei-ain, which was highly 
&Tonrable to the views of Badoer. The latter aft 
once conceived the idea of turning this convenient 
dibagreemeixt to liis ovm a^lvimtage; and while he 
eiqpressed an anxiety to get rid of a troublesome rival, 
the Doge secretly harbomed a desire to annex the pro- 
perty of D'Este to the feudal patiiinony of the House 
of Particip&zio*' At the same tune, however, he was 
reluctant to prefer a personal daim ; and he therefore 
resolved to send his broiliii', Badoer Badoor, to Rome, 
to treat with the Pontiff ou his behalf for the transfer 
of the coveted fief,' The mission of the noble envoy, 
whose stake in the result gave a peculiar edge to his 
zeal, ^^a8 entirely successful; his Holiness, who had 
long sought an opportunity of venting his ^ite agamst 
D'Este, gladly acquiesced in the proposal. But, 



* MonMini Qih. In. p. 70). Kavagiero (Storia^ p. 950). 

* The house of Ikdoer was ilso known as the hoim (rf* FarticipMio in 

the early dny > of the Republic. 

* Sagorniuu^ {Chron, 61). 
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meanwhile, the Coimt, duly apprised of this inirigae, 
had organized in ^concert witib the Bayennese a plot 

against tlie unsuspecting and unwary Badoer ; and as 
the latter was proceeding homeward through Eayenna^ 
he was canght in an ambnscade, womided in the 
leg* in a desperate scuffle with his captoi-s, and 
conducted to Commacchio, where he was detained by 
hia rival m close confinement, till the poignancy of 
Buffering and ^e sense of approaching dissolution 
wrung from him an unwilling promise ilnd, as the 
condition of his immediate enlargement, he would 
forgiye the injniy, and forget the hand which had 
done it. The nnfortonate prince returned to his 
native City to die ; in his last moments he half un- 
consciously denounced Maiino d'Esto as the per- 
petrator of the deed; and his brother, incensed 
beyond control by so gross an outrage, lost no 
time in appearing with an armed squadron before 
Commacchio. B'Este had Hed; his domains fell 
an easy prey to the swoid of the invader; and 
the anfhority of the magistrates whom the Doge left 
in charge of the place, was seconded hy the presence 
of a Venetian garrison.* Nor was Badoer disposed to 
pardon &e coUnsion of Bavenna in the recent misad- 
ventm'e ; and that antient capital of the Greek 
Exarchate was compelled to atone witli her blood for 
the succour which she had afforded to her feeble neigh- 
bour. BtiH the object which the Doge had had in 



* StgommiMV 62, * lUd. {CkroiL 62). 
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new m antiiely thwarted by the death of his brother; 
and while it might be considered expedient to abandon 

the design of erecting Commaceliio into a heritage for 
the Participazii, or of embodying it with the Bepublic, 
the fiiilore of the scheme was not less mortifying to 
the proud and sensitive spirit of Badoer: nor is it 
unlikely that it was instrumental in hastening a half- 
fonned determination to withdraw from pabhc life. 

The health of Badoer Y. had indeed been long 
ailing. ^ ilc l^oiran to feel tlic cares of government 
irksome and oppressive. The undivided weight of the 
berretta produced a growing sensation of lassitode; 
and the natural asperity of his temper was increased 
by the thought that he had no son to whom he 
might secure the succession, and who^ in his decli- 
ning years, might discharge the actiye duties of the 
magistracy. His brokers, Fietro and Orso, were 
both till recently still living; mil bhoiily after 
tlio miscaiTiagc of the attempt on Oommacchio, 
the Doge had designed to associate the former. But 
the sudden death of Pietro, who had only just attained 
his twenty-fifth year, forestalled him in his purpose; 
and, his remaining brother having refused, from 
modesfy or indolence of diie^osition, to accept the 
proffered trust, Giovanni hesitated no longer in 
declahng his wish to abdicate. Such an announce- 
ment created some surprise, without encountering any 
opposition; and, at the recommendation of the ez- 



• bagoraiiiua (C'Aron, 62-^). 



Digitized by Goo^Ie 



PORTRAIT OF A D06B. 



Doge hinuelfy Fietro Saniido, a dtisen of Bialto» mm 

fcuinmoned from liis private dwelling at San Severo, 
iu the Ward of San Marco, to the Palace (17th Apiil» 
887)/ where Badoer deliTered to him irith his own 
hand the eword of Btate and the sceptre of ivory, and 
placed on his brows the Ducal berretta. The new 
Doge was a nobleman of bold and enterprising cha< 
meter, and, in point of worldly means, of consideraUe 
affluence. He was no less distinguished by the 
punctilious strictness with which he followed his re- 
ligioiia observances, than by the princdy mmkifieence 
which he displayed in relieTing the neceseitieB of the 
poor. In person Sauudo was of the middle lici^^ht, 
and at the period of his election he was in the forty- 
loorth year of his age. Wa aocession to the throne 
In ihe healthy prime of manhood gave his snijects 
aiid kindred every promise of a long reign. ^ 

On the receipt of intelligence, howeyer, in the 



* Sjagominus {Chron. 54). 

* Diodolo (lili.Tiji.p. 1^) amu vp thiu the charaeterof thii Doge:-— 
M Vir fliit bdliconu, et caduc, npiou, et admodum laigw; todmunm 

vero in tantum dcvotUR, ut nullo tempore currcntc divino officio defucrit,** 
See alfo P. Giurtininni {Chromm di Venetia, p. 28, Kint,''s' ^ISS. 148). 

The following note respecting the gencalogj' and cliaractcr of the 
fkxmly to which the new Doge belonged will perhaps gratify the curious 
jMdcrt^** fiiiiditni, goi modo Smti noininati mnt, de Candiana parte 
Tenenmt Tnlnuu aaUqiiiores Ihenint. BenevoU omnes, Bed in bello 
po^tu, €t de permmu ma^C Again: fianutl disccsero da Jamu^ 
Re di Padova^ dctto Cundiiino, per la qual diacesa furono chiamati Can- 
diani, dipoiSanuti. Questi furtjjio i'ribiini oudchi, c superbiwimi. St^mpre 
Knio state bnttaleri. E per In sufliciciua e Iwnta di iin Scr Toumiaso 
Candiano Tribuuodclla Citta dc PadoaTauno 421, egli audoin couipagna 
di Ser Alberto Faletree fler CKovMUii Danlo % daie principio aU* edifioa^ 
lioBeaiSlToalto.** (Samide^ Flfe^ 490.) 
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following Angast,^ that the Corsairs of Narenta 
were again hoYering on tlie skirts of the Lagoon, 
the Doge Banndoi who was of an impetuous 
temper, assomed the command of twelye galleys,* 
and sailed along the coast of Dalmatia iu quest of 
the natural and hcreditaiy enemies of a mercantile 
commmiily« After a long and apparently vain search, 
the Pirates were at length descried m the hoeom of a 
baj off Mucole,' near Zara ; he instautlj directed his 
conrse toward them; and the approach of the Yene« 
tians served, by cutting off the retreat of the Naren- 
tines, to aninuitc their courage. The iii'st onset of the 
latter was consequently tremendous ; the inlanders 
were barely able to withstand the shock; and this 
foretaste of success was well calculated to inspure the 
hope of au easy tiiumph. But the expectation was 
fiilsified; the voice and example of Sanudo instilled 
into his followers a spuitual energy, which was ex- 
haustive; and after a severe loss, both in men and 
ships, the buccaneers were compelled to acknowledge 
the superior prowess or fortune of their opponents, 
by retreating in disorderly haste to the shore. Saint 
Mark and the Venetians had triumphed; it remained 
for the Doge to use the victory. The latter having 
secured a portion of the enemy's fleet, determined to 
destroy the remainder; and with that blind, restless 

* Stgocnitius {Chnm, 64). 

* CkrmikkM Venetimt, fid. 67 (Add. M8S. Brit Hna. 8379). Tbit 
names of the twelve capbuns arc there given. We find in tbe list t 
Dandolo, a J^Iorodnif a Contarini, % Zeaa, » Coraaro^ an Oraeolo* 

' Sagomiiiiui {Cknm, M). 
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ardoiir iviiidi ivas nfthiral in him, be bore an active 

and prominent part in the operation. "Wliile lie was 
thus absorbed, heedless of the Pirates who were 
watehing his nuyvements from the land, a wdl-direeied 
abaft peieed bia breast ; be fell mfhont a groan ; and 
his troops, panic-stricken at the sight, hurriedly con- 
aigned the body of their brave and noble leader to 
Andrea Tiibmio,^ one of bis kinsmen, and set all sail 
for Grado, abandoning witli a pang the trophies of 
their success. Bat the Corsairs were on the alert; 
to regain their veasela, and to pmrsne their porsaers, 
was ^e work of an instant ; and they ceased not to 
harass the flight of the islanders until the latter had 
passed the sacred barrier of the Salt-Lagoon. There 
ibe balf-sopentittons dread of becoming entangled in 
a labyrinth of saiul dissuaded a nearer approach ; 
and the Narentines, fortunately onconscioos of the 
splendid success which might have crowned an inroad 
al thai conjmietiire, leisnrely retraced tbeir steps sea-^ 
ward, until they were lost in the offing. Such was 
the final isane of the Battle of Mncole, and sach 
was the sad &te of the first Venetian Prince of the 
House of Sanudo, after a lei^n of five mouths. The 
fall of Sanudo afforded tlie earhest instance in which a 
J>oge of Yenice bad died for the Bepnblic.' 

Meanwhile, the news of ^e battle, and the remains 
of the Doge, had reached Bialto ; the whole capital was 

» DMidolo (lib. Tiii. p. 192). Sanudo ( Vite, p. 458). 
' Pietro Cinstiniani, Chronica di Venetia, p. 4 (Kmg*8 MSS. 148). 
Cwoido, Historia di Venetia, p. 7 (King's MSS. 147). 
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thrown into a state of bewildennent and saspense ; the 
apprehension became rife that tiie enemj, who had 

followed closely in the wake of the fagitives, inigiit 
8oon Le at the very stair of the Piazzetta; and the 
people felt that the choice of a new fmeae&gn. was a 
question which demanded riper eonsideiatiott than 
the pressure of existing circumstauces seemed to 
allow. In tins exigency they foxmed the resolation of 
Bolieiting GioYanni Badoer to retain to the throne 
which he had so recently vacated ; and, althoog^ the 
health of the ex-Doge had become exceedingly w eak 
and precarious, he consented, irom deference to the 
wish of hia feilow-citizenfli to resmne the reins of 
government, mitil they had finally decided on the 
succession. No steps, however, appear to have been 
taken in the matter, until Badoer had already reigned 
provisionally six months and thirteen days, when, at 
Lis eai'ucbt dcsnc, tlic people tliiongli tlicii reprcsen- 
tatives proceeded to the election in the usual manner, 
and Pietro, the son of Domenigo Tribono, by Angelsi 
the niece of Fieiro Sanndo, was nominated Doge 

(April, S88).' 

During the eighteen yeais wiiich elapsed from the 
final resignation of Badoer V*» the int^cnal condition 
of the Republic was nniformly peacefbl and thriving ; 

the natives of the Salt-Lagoon, unharassetl ])y faction, 

coiitinncd to pnrfine thoir cnstoTnarv avocations with 

1 Saggnimii {Chron. 5). Dandolo (Hb. tiii. p. 192). F. GhigUniaiii 

Ve»eH,^$$,tjaf^§UaB.m), L(MM0dtMfliitei%ftLS6(Add.M8S. 

S674). 



Digitized by. Google 



AJK 880.] 



t 

A.DABK FUTURE. 



steady snceefls; and imder the anspicea of emsom^ 
and indnatiy the Tanetian State began to flonrish and 

increase. Still the Do^c and his subjects were regarding 
with a watchful and anxions eye the progress of events 
in the Pemnsula. Although, amid the violent changes 
which had snpervened in the govenunent of Italy 
since the death of Cliaiiemagnc, their Commune had 
hitherto succeeded in maintaining her neatrahty with- 
out compvomismg her freedom, the Yenetians were 
too wise to conceal from themselves the likeUhoad, 
that they might ultimately be obhgod to deviate from 
that pacific policy, that it might become necessaxy for 
them to interpose a hairier of steel between their 

homes and a foreign,, periuips a barbaiian invader ; 
and they prudently determined not to neglect the 
praeent opp or tun ity of foreanmng themselves to the 
utmost possibility against any sudden emergency. The 
fortiiications of the islands, wliich, with the single 
exception of the I'ort erected at Brondolo in 750 by 
Qrao n., were still wholly defiencetesB, engaged 
therefore the immediate attention of Trihimo ; by his 
direction, booms of great strength, removeable at 
pleasure, were prepared to span the mouths of the 
eanals, and to be secured at either side by stakes 
firmly planted in the ground, or by staples fixed in 
the walls of adjacent buildings; from the Rio 
di CoikUo to Santa Maria Jubenigo was begun the 
erection of a lofty and massive wall;^ and the islet 

' Sagorninus {Chron. 57). It seems to have never been completed. 
Tcnuum mj9t that when in 1174| or theieaboat, the Poge Seh. Ziaai 
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of Olivolo, gilded by a broad and high rampart» 
assmned the fom of a citadel with the name of 

Caskllo. The sombre and threatening aspect of 
afiaiis iu the Peninsula, which had now been daring 
the greater part of two centuries a continnal prey 
to anarchy, fhlly warranted these preeaattons; and 
even the deposition of CLaiies le Gros, in 888, 
which had been hailed by all classes of his subjects 
as an angary of peace, was merely the signal for a 
War of Snceession between Berenger, Dnke of the 
Frionl, and Gui<lt\, Duke of Spoleto. In the same year, 
ho^N'ever, the former received the imperial crown from 
the Pope, Stephen V.; and in 892, he was sacceeded 
by his former competitor, who resigned the throne 
of the West two years later to his own son Lambert. * 
These frequent changes did not escape the notice 
of the Venetians, whose ondonbted interest it was 
as a trading community to court the commcrciul 
patronage of each new sovereign. In May, 883, 
Badoer ¥«, throagh his ambassador Lorenzo Bar- 
barotello, Bishop of OHyoIo,^ obtained from Charles 
le Gros the quinquennial' renewal of the tieaty, 

erected the Red Columns on the Piazza of Saint Mark, no part of this 
, mU was In dbtenoe. It had pralMUy ftHen to decay, and had nerer 

been Tcatored {AnHea Pianta di Venezia, p. S7). Anrigo Contarini, In 

1091, was the first bishop who changed the title of the dkwew Uram 

OUtoIo to Castello. Sec Sansovino (lib. i. p. 5). 

' Luitprand, Bishop of Payia (HitL lib. i. ch. and Uh. ii. cb. siii*) 
. Muratori {Annali, y, p. 273). 

* Oronaea AUinate (lib. ii. p. 49). Danddo (lib. viii. p. 188-9). 

* The system, of renewing the charter ereiy five years was intro- 
duced, aoeording to Dondolo^ hj Lothar, the oon of Loolo the Pioii% 
ia840 
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origtoaliy accorded to the BepnbUc by the Lombard 
kings ; and in 889, the Doge Tribnno easily prevailed 

on Guido, whose i&iendsiiip and iniliienco the Islanders 
appear to have judged more practically useM than that 
of the Papal Emperor, to endorse the terms of that 
compact* 

Under these circumstances the Repnblic of Venice 
entered on the tenth centniy of the Christian era, the 
fifth of her own existence ; and, notwithstanding the 
forebodings of the Doge and his people, everything 
seemed to prognobiicate a long continuance of that 
tranqoilhty which their Commune had enjoyed, ahnost 
withont intemiption, sinoe the Battle of Albiola, when 
it was suddenly annomiced that a large horde of 
Htms, allured by the prospect of an easy conquest 
and of a ;ich spoil, were approaching Iiombardy» 
spreading havoc along thw whole line of march 
(906) . 

That extensive tract of country, lying between the 
Adriatic and the AlpSi which had once been so wealthy 
and so powerfol, was now, however, too feeble to stay 

liie progress, too ban'en to appease the avaiicc, ol an 
invader; and a report reached the ears of the bar- 
barians, that on the shore of the gulf dwelled a people, 
whose opulence surpassed their wildest visions of 

gaiu.^ It was consequently soon known at Bialto 
that the Hmis were contemplating a descent on the 

* " I Vmemni seppero fino da sccoli piii lontani riunire nelle loro 
laj^une la mas^inia possnbile popolazionc, il maasimo poasibilc de' comodi, 
e la massima posiubiie hcchczza." — FUiati {Ricerche Utoriche, 7). 

VOL. U 10 
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Island City. The intelligence difiased the greatest 
agitation and tenor. The feeling became general 

that a new crisis was forthcoming for Venetian liljcrty 
and independence; and Tiibono, justifying by his 
collected bearing ia that trying moment the choice 
of his fellow-citizens, lost no time in awakening the 
people to a sense of their duty as well as of their 
danger. Addressing the Arrengo, the Doge appealed, 
in few but impressiTe words, to the noble origin of the 
Venetians and the immemorial freedom of the Eepubhc ; 
he recalled to their recollection the deeds and nustbr- 
tones of their progenitorsy and the terrible sacrifices 
which the Exiles of Padua had made to Hberty ; he 
exlioried tliem, above ail, not to forget the Battle of 
Albiola, where Angelo Badoer, the Tribune of Bialto, 
had defeated King Pepin ; and he asseverated shndder- 
ingly that, should their efforts not expeneuce success, 
they would not be slain only, but dcvowed, by a horde 
of ferocions cannibals. Who, he asked, would not draw 
the sword in defence of his hearth and his countiy, 
against such a foe ? * 

In the meantune, Chioggia, Pelestrina, Citta Nnora, 
Malamocco, and Eqnilo were laid in ruins, and the 
iiivadcrb had approached almost so far as Albiula, 
before the Doge advanced with his fleet to bar their 
farther progress. Happily for the Venetians, the 
HmiB, imagining that an attack on the side of the 
sea would be most effectual, had rashly undertaken 



* CArmi. VauB. (Add. MSS. 8579, fid. 69, Yol. i.) 
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the managem^t of some ships which they fotmd in 
the ports of the deserted eities of Pkbdna, Concordia, 

and Aqnileia; and thus the barbarians, unversed in 
the art of navigation, unconsdoualy placed in the 
bands of their intended ^victims a weapon which the 
latter knew weU how to turn to the best advnutage. 
The counti*}Tnen oi Attiia were, in all probability, un- 
aware of the dose proportion which sabaisted between 
the wealth and the power^ of the Bepnbfic; that, 
wliilc the Venetian Cummime became more worthy, it 
also grew more difl&cult, of conquest; and they ex* 
pected, perhaps, to subjugate with ease that little 
Band of Fagitiyes whom their great king had spared 
so unwillingly in 4o2. Tliis illusion, however, was 
quickly dissipated. Conducted by their Chief Magis- 
trate himself, who had in the honr of danger promptly 
exchanged the sceptre and the dncal bonnet for a 
sword and a helmet, the Venetians glided softly for- 
ward in their flat vessels over the shallow waters ; and 
those nimble and expert mariners, profiting to the 
utmost extent by their local knowledge and dex- 
terity, easily succeeded in dispersing and destroying 
the frail and dnmsy barks of the Huns, the greater 
part of whom were suffocated beneath the yielding 
sur&ce of the Lagoon. The remainder effected a 
precipitate retreat to the mainland; and even of 

' The population of the islands in 906 may be estimated at between 
Sff,000 nd 40,000 •Olds: in 1170^ it had mehed 64^000. It is well 
known that down to the middle of the ninth centniy, the iaiandaof Spuw 
Lunga (Guideow), Dorao Dnra^ OlivoliH Mhudo^ ud San Kieob were 
uainhafaited. 

10—8 
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these, few were fortnnate enough to regain their 

tiaiive homes on tlic b;xiiks of Lake Mreotis, or on 
the shore of the CasiHan. The rout of the enemy 
was rapid and complete; and it afforded the second 
instance in whic^ the BepnbHc of Venice was indebted 
for her Tery exintence as a State to her isolated situa- 
tion, to the dangerous intricacy of the narrow and 
serpentine channels, which alone gave access to her 
Capital, and to tlie cxtraordinaiT resohition which 
the noble love of independence, and the sense of 
improYoked wrong, inspire in the mind of a free 
people. Still the losses of the victors were &r from 
tri^^al. By the rayages of fire and the sword several 
islands were reduced to smoking deserts ; a consider- 
able portion of the pnbHc property was utterly de- 
stroyed, and many of the citizens were left without 
shelter, some even without sustenance. But the Ve- 
netians were too thankM for the great snocess which 
they had gained, to indulge in sterile regrets, or to 
give way to effeminate lamentations ; and they cheer- 
fully proceeded to restore their buildings and to re- 
snme their occupations. Nor did they omit to testify 
their gratitude to him who had stimulated* their ex- 
ertions on that memorable day, and who might be 
justly considered the second saviour of his countiy. 

With the feaifbl exception which has been just 
recorded, the reign of Pietro Tribuuo was pacific and 
prosperous; and during the ensuing six years this 

' iiiigorninus {(. hroniron. p. 57); Dandolo viii. p. 197); Rloiidus 
of Forli {De Qrigine ei Gestu Venetorum^ pp. 7-8 : Verona, 14b 1). 
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excellent prinee contintied to enjoy in tranqnillity the 

high office to which Lis cxiraunlmary services had lent 
80 much lustre. The death of Tribmio, which oc- 
curred in 912, raised in the public mind a profound 
sensation of grief; and the nation dropped a willing 
tear over the ^a-ave of one so popular and so illus- 
trious/ The successor of Tribuno was Orso,Mhe son 
of a younger brother of the lato Doge Badoer the 
Fifth. 

^ Sigommus {Chnm. 66). Chronica di Vengtia, p. 4 (Harl. MSS. 
4S20). Danddo (lib. viii. p. 198). Sanudo writes : "Fft Doge podfloo, 
■nrio, e benigno." 

i » PraiuniiDe dktai Fimla.'^—Jkaidoh (yvL 194). 
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Bidoer VI^ Doge (912-32)~Feud ^vith the Marquis of Istrift— 
Sanudo Doge (932) — The Brides of Saint ^fark — 

Badoer VII^ Do^ (9^9>— General Character of the Badoeri — 
Sanudo HI^ Doge (942--J9>— Asoociatcs his Son Pietro (948) — 
Excesses and Banishment of the latter — Ilis Recal aiid Accession 
(959)— Kb Reign, T>Tannj, and Vkiient Death (976)— Oneoto I., 
Doge (976-7)— fknndo V., Doge (977-9)— Titaio Memo, Dqge • 
(978-91)— Feud between the RepulJIe and Otlio.IL— CkmapiiMj 
of Scefimo Oaopfui— DepoiitMm of Memo (991). 

The first act of Badoer YI. was the notificatioii to 

the Eastern Emperor of his elevation to power; and 
his son Pietro was the person whom he selected to 
represent the Doge and Bepnblie of Venice. The 
nol>lc Envoy was received by Constantiiio IV. with 
eyeiy mark of consideration due to his rank and 
eharacter ; he was ereated a Protospatarins ; and on 
taking leave of his august host, he was loaded with 
gifts and compliments. In tliose days, tlie shortest 
and safest route irom Constantinople to Bialto was 
by sea. The passage nsciallj oceapied from twenty- 
fire to thirty days.' Bnt Pietro, who, in proceeding 
from Venice to the Chiysoceras» had merely aTailed 

' Luitprajul {Le^jatio ad Niceph>rum Phocam imperatorem^ A J). 940. 
Serum lUUicarum Scriptoret^ vol. u. p. 417). 
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himself of the casoal departme of some ontwiBid- 

bound merchantman, was weary of the long voyage 
and desirous of a change ; tlic novelty and risk of 
the overland joamey exdted the love of adventure; 
and» contrary to the advice of the Greeks, who 
Htrongly dissuaded him from traversing an unfre- 
quented and dangerous tract of country, he resolved 
to retom home through Dalmatia* Hie temerity cost 
his father dear; he had scarcely accomplished the 
moiety of liis jouniey, when he was tciken iu an 
ambuscade, robbed of bis presents, and conducted to 
the Coort of Simeon, King of Bulgaria. To that 
'monarch, who looked on the offer of a profitable 
exchange as tolerably certain , the capture was par- 
ticularly acceptable ; and the lut ldess youtli was 
detained a close prisoner in the hands of the bar- 
barian, until the Doge, hearing of his fitte, and learn- 
ing bis place of coulinemeut, dcspatcbod Domenigo 
Flabenigo, Archdeacon of Malamocco, with a heavy 
ransom to purchase his release* Simeon accepted 
the money; Badoer recovered his liberty; and the 
vacant see of Malamocco was not considered by a 
grateful parent too high a recompense for the services 
of Flabenigo.^ In 921, the man who thus owed his 
bishopric to a happy stroke of diplomacy, was sent 
to Pavia, in conjunction with Stefano Caluprmi, to 
procnre from Hugo, King of Italy, the quinquennial 

> Stgonxiiras (OkfVM. SB). Daodolo (tIU. 198). In toL i. IU. 70 of 
tht Ckromeke Vemane, already dted, it is nid tbfti ^'dopo certo tempo 
§campo^ e tono t Vcnetift." 
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renewal of the mereantile charter of the Bepnblic ; asad 
five years later, fhey were again jomtiy accredited to 

the comt ol Hugo's successor, Eotlolph, from whom 
they elicited, in addition to the usual immunities and 
pxivilegeBy the valuable promise that» for the future, 
Venetian money shonld enjoy a free cnrrencj through- 
out the Peninsula.^ Bishop Flabcnigo allui-^^ard cm- 
braced the conviction, that a visit of devotion to Jeru- 
salem was a penance, which every ChristiaQ onght to 
perform ; and he died in the Holy City. Badoer V. 
did not long outlive his Minister. In 932, after a 
reign of twenty years, which liad been almost devoid 
of incident, the Doge, sensible of the approach of 
death, withdrew into the monastery of San FeGce, on 
the isle of Amiano, where he expired shortly after- 
ward, llo was succeeded by Pietro, the son of 
Sanndo I., who had fallen at Macole in the service 
of the Bepnblic. At the time of bis fiither's death 
in 888, Pietro was still a child, * and, in now 
raising him to the throne, his fallow-citizens dis- 



* "Declaravit {lioduijua) JJucem Venetianmi potestaton habere 
flibricaiidi monctam, quw d ooxurtitit aotiquos Daces hoc 00DliBi»l» 
tempofribiiB pexftdaae.** — ^Damimilo. Thia passage is commonly misinter- 
preted. It was not that the Venetians cared to procure from Bodolph 
leave to establish a native Mint, which they had certainly possessed during 
two ccntnrit'c; but the simple fact wa*s that they were anxious to obtain 
a reco^'nition on the part of that prince of their ^^ilve^ and copper cur- 
rency, in order that tliere might be no diBiculty in passing it in Italy. 
This is one of tiie points, winch the antbor of the Sqmimio deiia Libgrid 
Veiuta, MirBndola, 1612, has delighted to nisrep t ese n t. See a]so2Ssnetti, 
Ragionamento sulla Mbneta Venezicma, pw 8* 

' Sagominus (Chron. 62). Lettera tU AgoUino Qrademgo nUa 
Famiglia Caw f iawa, 1760. 
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charged a debt, which tliey might feel that they had 

long owed to the House of Ciindiauo. 

The disruption of the fabric of Bocietj which fol- 
lowed the mTasion of the Boman Empire by the 
Northern barbariaofi, had fitvonred the rise and 
growth of several petty principaUties in Istria and 
Dalmatia; and among other minor potentates, Wint- 
ker, a Shman chieftain, had asaomed the title and 
usurped the rights of Marqnis of Istria. But the 
inhabitants of that ProTinee soon found their new 
and self-elected soTereign a savage and capricious 
despot, to whose rapacious ararice, and arbitrary 
cruelty, there was neither limit nor control ; and the 
Venetian merchants, who had formed settlements at 
Jostinople and in its neighbourhood, taking advan- 
tage of the feeling of di^gost, which the conduct of 
Wintker was difiusing, preyailed on that and sereral 
other towns to raise the standard of revolt against 
the oppressor, and to transfer their allegiance to the 
Doge Saando. The offer was readily made, and not 
less readily accepted. Justinople became a fief of 
the Bepablic; and the protection of the Venetian 
flag was bought with an annual tribute of eight 
hundred gallons of wme. The wrath of the Marquis, 
when he received iuformation of the treaty, concluded 
without his consent between the Doge and his former 
liegemen, was unbounded; and he hastened to re- 
sort to Tarious Texatious expedients for gratifying his 
ire. But an edict of uon-intercourse wiiii Istria soon 
constrained hmi, by the want of certain staple com- 
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modiiies, which he was tmable to proeniie from other 
markets, to accept the clemency of Sanndo. An 

event of another nature, which was abnost contem- 
poraneooB with the acquisition of Jnstinople and 
other places in fief, afforded that prince an ample 

opportunity of shewing his courage and self-pc^- 

session. 

It was an antient usa^e among the Venetians, that 
every year, on Saint Mary's Bve, twelve poor virgins, 
endowed by the State, should be united to their lovers, 
in the church of Saint i'eter the Apostle at Olivolo. On 
this anspicions day (Jannaiy 31) , the parents, fidends, 
and kmsfolk of the betrothed, used to assemble on that 
iisland ; and from au early hour, barks gaily dressed 
with flowers and iiags, might be seen skimming the 
canals, bearing the happy couples, theur dowers, and 
marriage presents, to San Pietro. It happened on 
the anuivcrsary of 939» that the Cur-;iirs of Trieste, 
who were well acquainted with the annual custom, 
resolved to profit by the helpless state of the joyfiil 
train, and to carry off the Daughters of Samt Mark. 
With this object in view, a party of the Pirates nuder 
the conduct of their chief "Gaiolo,^ a renowned free- 
booter of that tame^ concealed themselves^ on the eve 
of the festival, in a portion of the quarter of Olivolo, 
which, in the tenth century, was wholly uninhabited ; 
and on the following morning, so soon as the solemn 
procession, followed by a crowd of women and children. 



> Cronacu di Mono, Arch, Star, JtaL viii. 
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had «iit6ied the ehmch, ihey quitted their hiding-place, 

crossed the narrow Canal, and leaped ashore. The 
hjiueneai rites had abreadj commenced, and the Bndes 
were aboat to be given airay, when the doore of San 
Fletro were snddeDlj burst open, and the pkce was 
filled with amicd men, who, tearing the terrified maidens 
from the toot of the altar, lifted them across the sacred 
threshold, deposited them, almost bereaved of sense, in 
their barks, and set all sail for the Port of Trieste. 
Sanndo 11. , who hy virtue of liis office was acting on 
that memorable occasion as the proxy of the Patron 
Evangelist, regarded this eztraordinaiy interraption 
with mingled rage and astonishment: it was an act 
of violence and audacity to which the annals of the 
Commonwealth afforded no parallel. Beflecting, how- 
ever, that every moment was preeions, he honied from 
the bnilding, followed by the injured lovers, and hasten- 
ing through the streets, summoned tlie people to arms. 
In this emergency, a few vessels belonging to the Cor- 
poration of Tronk-Makers, who occnpied a quarter in 
the parish of Santa Maria Formosa, were offered to tiie 
Chief Mairistrate and his companions ; and the latter, 
grasping their oars with that strength which men bor- 
row from despair, were soon lost to sight. The pirates, 
on their part, were still in the lagoon of Oaorlo, when 
th(!y beheld their pursuers close behind them ; and the 
Venetians, availing themselves of their local knowledge 
and dexterity, quickly overtook the marauders.^ The 

' The creek, where the pintes were overtako, is etiU kmnni u the 
Porto delle DoiatUe, 
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contest was long and sangoinaiy, bat the vengeance of 

the bridegrooms was complete ; hardly an Istrian es- 
caped; and the girls, rescued from the rude hands of 
their larishers, were led back in triumph to Ohvolo, 
where they endeaTonred to forget their bright and alarm 
iu tliu usual festivities, to which it may be believed 
that tho recent misadventure gave peculiar zest. For 
a short time it was a practice to array twelve wooden 
dolls ^ in bridal costume, and to cany them in trimnph 
round the Piiizza; and those figures were called by the 
people, Mabie, in conse^ueuce of the oecurrence ha\ing 
taken place on the day specially dedicated to Oar Lady. 
Bat this damb-show fell into disnse ; and for the 
images was then bub.^iilt.ited a solemn procession''^ of 
twelve young virgins, who, attended by the Doge and 
the clezgy, paid a visit of ceremony to the parish of 
Santa Maria Fonnosa, where they received a hospitable 
welcome from the Trunk-Makers. The tradition is, that 
when the latter waited on the Doge after the event, 
and solicited his Berenity to originate the Andata, 
Sanado good-homooredly remarked : And what^ if it 
should rain ) The Trunk-Makers made reply : " We 
will give yoQ hats to cover your hcada» and if yoa are 
thirsty, we will give yoa drink." In commemoration 
of this circamstancei the Doge was presented on each 



i *^Fecenint construi ymagines formoms duodecimo — Cronica di Marco 
Arch, Stor. Ital. viii. 266. See zim I^Iorelli (Detis Sokmula e 

Pompf Xvziafi prcxsn ft Veneziani ; Vcn. 1793). 

* Samuk) ( I'ltr, p. -iCA); Miitinelli {Annaii (Jrbani Venezia^ p. 23). 
Fcrrucci'ti uovd ii> ibuiidtd on ihxA subject. 
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Biicceediiig occaBion with two bottles of Malmsey, two 

oranges, and two hats, on one of which were his own 
armorial beai'iugs, on the other those of the reigning 
pontiff. A writer of the thirteenth century relates, 
that in his time the brides of Venice were accustomed 
to wear gold crowns set with precious atones, and 
cloaks of cloth of gold, * and that all the guests were 
liberally regaled with wine and sweetmeats. 

In 1879, however, arose the War of Chioggia, and 
the expenses and sacrifices attendant upon that terrible 
struggle increased the national burdens to such an 
extent, that the celebration of the Feste DelU Marie 
was almost necessarily sospended. The temporary 
discoutmuaace of the festival led somewhat unex- 
pectedly to its entire abolition. There is reason to 
beUeve that when the moment came for canvassing 
the question of renewing the Andata, the costliness of 
the pageant, which opened a far larger souico of out- 
lay than had been contemplated by the originators of 
the custom,* added to the Mcentions character which 
it had insensibly acquired, had a joint share in 
intiueucing the goveninient of the RepubHc, when 
the latter opposed the revival of a time-honoured 
usage.* 

Toward the dose of this reign, some Venetian vessels, 

which were trading in the port of Comniaccln'o, having 

' Da Canale^ sect. 245. ' SanKOTino (lib. Jdi. p. 494). 

' A T.atiii poem on the Fesie Delle Marie was written in the rcijrn of 
rictro (IradcDi'rn f I2Hf>-ini 1) by Pace del Friuli. pron-^orof lo:iic in tlic 
University of i^iuiua, and it was dedicated by tiiu aiuihor to tiic Doge. 
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been detained bj the treacheiy or caprice of the inha- 
bitants, Sanudo determined to demand restitution in 
pertiou, and he accordingly appeared before that place 
with a fleet of anned galleys. The Yeesels were speedOy 
recovered ; a condderabie portion of the town was de- 
stroyi.'tl ; apd not only were those found to be inij)!!- 
cated in the outrage, put to death, but the sons of the 
principal citizens were selected by the Doge to be kept 
as hostages, nntil their parents shonld agree to re- 
nounce their independence, and to recognize the sove- 
reignty of Venice. The Oommacchese did not shew 
much hesitation in taJdng that conrse; a deputation 
was soon aften\^ai*d despatclied to redeem the secui'ity ; 
and thus Commacchio actually became a Venetian tief, 
sixty years after her nommal annexation to the Be- 
public by Badoer V . 

Sanudo H. was replaced, in 939, by Pietro Badoer, 
the only son of Badoer VI., and in his earlier years 
a prisoner in the hands of the King of Bulgaria. The 
reign of Pietro Badoer was brief luid obicui-e : he wati 



Beraaido Gkigio or Zm (1647) htm the fidlowing lines oo the 
flulyect!— ~ 

" Cur nam Febrarii Fonnosfr ad Templa Galendis 
Nullo nou mmo Dtixque Scnatns cant ? 
Si causam nescis, paucis (adverte) dicebo : 
Abttiilent oottru ex pnedo Tergeste paellaB^ 
Exemplo Tellent eum lemeare doumni, 
Per nuue Stgnomm Fabri, hoe ex aibe seenti, 
Devictofl oiimes iMcne dedcrc ncd, 
Unde Scnatores, gnvisi cacde latronum, 
Ntiptanini reduci vir^initate simul, 
Mimere pro tatito statucrunt Fcsta Mariae 
Annua : jure illo concelebranda dies I " {Ejnt. Prhte. Venet.) 
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the last of his illnstrioiis lace, who ascended the 
tiircme of Yeniee. 

One hundred and thirty-tliree years had elapsed 
since the Ducal crown was accorded to Angelo, 
the first of the line, as a tribute of public grati- 
tude for bis services at Albiola; and during the 
greater part of that period, his descendants (seven 
in number) had held, for and by the people, an 
authority not less absolute, so long as it lasted, than 
that of the English royal Houses of Plantagcnet and 
Tudor. Yet while they were sometimes driven by 
force of will, or In moments of phrenzy, to commit 
acts of an arbitrary and unwarrantable nature, they 
exercised their authority, for tlio most part, with wise 
lurbeiirance and rare tact, and under their rule, Venice 
enjoyed, ahnost without intezruption, the precious 
blossmg of domestic tranquillity. Among those princes 
a powerful and striking resemblance is disceniil)Ic. 
Their minds were of a nearly similar texture. Their 
characters were cast in a nearly similar mould. We 
observe the same gifted understanding, swayed by the 
same ungovernable choler; the same irritable, impetuous 
and headstrong temper ; the same freedom i^om mean- 
ness and profliga<gr; the same keen sensitiveness to 
insult, and fierce impatience of control. In their calm 
moments, few men acted with more judgmc^nt than tlie 
Badoeri ; few wandered farther from the path of reason, 
when they Ml under the halludnation of some strange 
impulse, or of some ruling passion. In short, the 
Doges of the House of Badoer were of a proud, 
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vehement, and irascible temper; but brave, just, and 
virtnoQS ; of a disposition, ardent, yet not Hcentions, 

vindictive, yet not crnel ; devout and i)iinctilious in the 
offices of roligiou; in the exercise of power, moderate, 
bnt arbitraiy. With all the fftults, however, whieh 
tibey had in common with other men of a noble nature, 
the Badoeri, by their high sense of honour, by their 
spotless integrity, by their nnseldsh patriotism, by their 
watchfdlnesB over the glory and advantage of their 
country, and, at last, by thdr long pnblic services, won 
the hearts of the Venetians ; and in a State, where so 
much stress was laid on nobility of birth, the people 
were always disposed to eye with indnlgence the eon* 
duct of a magistrate, whose progenitors were Tribunes 
of Rialto in the time of Theodoric the Goth. 

In 942, Pietro, the son of Sanndo U.^ was elected in 
the room of Badoer VII. 

In 948, the notice of the Venetians was attracted 
by the succession of Berenger 11. to the throne 
of Italy. That change bred a natoral soHcitnde 
in the mind of Sanndo and the Bepnblic, to 
procure the customary recognition of the mercantile 
charter; and the new Emperor, who received the 
Venetian deputies at Pavia, not only granted their 
request to that effect, bnt expressed himself pre- 
pared to reduce the import duty on Venetian goods, 
from one-tenth to one-fortieth part of the whole value, 
provided that their countrymen should agree to protect 



* Lettera di A. Gradenigo tulla Famiglia Candiamy 1 760. 
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the maritime frontier of the empiie with a lumkl force 

from the constant incurriious of the Dalmatian Pirates. 
This liberal and tempting ofier was accepted without 
demur by Sanado and the Popular ABBombly ; and in 
949, a squadron of thktj-foor Gombarie, under the 
joint command of Orso Badoer and Fietro Orseolo/ 
ma conaequently ordered to cruiae along the coast 
between the L^igoon and the city of Ragnsa. Nothing 
of conbcijuence, however, was June till the folio sving 
year, when the Narentiucs, having ventured on a 
legular engagement, were forced by a total rout to 
sue for peace. The advantage was followed by the 
humihation of Lupo, Patriarch of Aqmieia, who had 
presumed to trespass on the jurisdiction of the metro* 
politan of Venice oyer the provincial dioceses situated 
ill I^itria ; and the simple expedient, which had recently 
produced so instantaneous an effect on the Marquis 
Wintker» was applied^ in this instance, with an equally 
ftlicitous result* 

By his Wile Archielda, Sanudo III. had four sons. 
Domenigo, the eldest, already enjoyed the see of Tor- 
cello;' Yitali Ugone had married Imilia, who brought 
her husband the countships of Padua and Yicenza. 
The remaming two were named Pietro and YitaU, the 
latter of whom was still a youth. Pietro, however, had 
reached years of manhood; and in 948, his fieither 

' Sugraniniu (p. 68); Hitlona del gtnerm poUHco di FmesM, p. 5S 

(Egerton »LSS. 18,174); Dandolo (viii. 204). 

' LcttCTa (\\ r>or?i5io {Agoctino Gradenigo) al Cbiari'^simo Signer 
Abate Giovanni Bruuacci sulla Famiglia Candiana, 1760; latta {Ceiebre 
FamtgUe Jtal. tub voce Candiano). 

VOL. I. 11 
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admitted him mih pioud saiiafiAction to a sharo in the 
goTemment. Bat Sanndo IV. had only diasembled his 

vices without regret, in the hope of indulging them 
afterward without control. The sorrow and anguish of 
the Doge were greai^ when he tardilj detected evil 
propensitieB in one, to whom he was so tenderly 
attached, and whom he was naturally led to regard as 
his successor. The weight of declining jrears com- 
pelled him, in his lifetime^ to choose a coUeagne 
who might relieye him of a portion of the oneroos 
functions of his office ; love, as well as ambition, 
prompted him to seek that colleague m his son ; and 
the latter soon rendered himself odioos to e?ery daae 
of the commtmity by his depravity. Dreaded or 
despised by all upright citizens, the new Doge was 
obliged to select his associates among those, who could 
lose nothing, and might gain mneh, by such a high 
though in&mons connexion ; fi!om men of inferior rank 
and cuiii^^tiiial hiuiiour, Sanudo received ready coiim- 
vance and servile applause in any act of violence which 
he might choose to perpetrate; and nnder such a 
leader, his dissolute companions plunged into every 
species of extravagance, which promised to gialiiy their 
passions or caprice. The citizens were robbed and 
oppressed ; their wives and daughters were dishonoured ; 
the happiness of families was sacrificed ; places, which 
had been the usual resort of persons of grave and 
modest comportment, were metamorphosed into scenes 
of lioty turmoil, and bloodshed ; and eveiy institution 
which civilized communities hold most dear, was treated 
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with insolting levity by a lawless and profligate faction. ^ 
Bat the Yenetiaus coold not behold without deep 
emotion tihe xeriyal after tiie lapse of a oentniy and a 
half of ihafc aliaiiieleBS libertinism, which had branded 
with so much infemy the reign of tho Second and 
Third Gralbaio : as these outrages grew more frequent 
in ocouiencey and more serions in eharacteri the 
mnnnnrs of the sufTerers became more distSnct, fheir 
animadyersions more loud ; the most slaggish began to 
complain ; the most timorous ventured to expostulate ; 
and men of ordinary prudence would have profited by 
the portent, so clearly conveyed in these ijrcinonitory 
symptoms of popular discontent. Yet, such was the 
jii^^q^tiAn of SanudOy that ho derided the warnings 
and peraisied in the same line of condnei until the 
Arrengo, arnvmg with tliat slowness conmion to all 
laige deUbeiative bodies, at the conclusion, that these 
gross and indecent excesses reflected gravely on the 
national honour, delennined to endure no longer an 
evil, which they had endured already too long. The 
reprobate was consequently taken, arraigned, and 
convicted; and the flagitious nature of the charges, 
which were preferred against him, seemed to Le in- 
expiable by any milder punishment than death itself. 
The tears and intreaties of the venerable Doge, how- 
ever, who, in the first burst of indignation, had stoically 
resolved not to shield the guilty from justice, but whose 
courage failed him at the last moment, saved his aoxi 



< Marin (u. pp. i5M). 

11—2 
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and the name of Sanndo from ibe nnparalleled 
ignomuiy of a public exeention.* Not munoTed by the 

spectacle of a ilitlier pleading: for his child, and taking 
into mercifiil consideration the meritorious services of 
fhe elder Sanndo, the Popular Aesembly consented for 
his sake to modify tiieir yerdict; and the harsher 
sentence was accordingly commuted for one of perpe- 
tual banishment.' Ravenna was the spot, which was 
chosen as the place of retirement ; and as a judicious 
indnlgence, he was allowed to select from the friends 
of his yonth the companions of his exile. Bnt the 
attractions of an idle and sedentary life soon palled ; 
and, af^cr fi brief stay at Ravennn, Sanudo joined the 
standard of Hugo, Marqnis of Tnscanjt who was 
waging, at that conjuncture, a war against Theobald, 
Marquis of Spoleto. In a calling, where his talents 
were more conspicuous than his vices, the Venetian 
prince displayed merit, and might have attained dis- 
tinction, had he not quickly forsaken the honourable * 
profession of a soldier for tlie more congenial trade of 
a Pirate. With six vessels, the ii'uit of Eavennese 
jealousy, Sanudo sailed so frur as Primiero, where he 
secured seyen Venetian merchantmen, bound for Fano, 
on the coast of Urbino ; the prizes were led back in 
triumph to Bavenna, where the buccaneer was able to 

' Nevertheless, two scions of that family had narrovrly escaped the 
8cafibld, in 864, fur the part which th^ took in the murder of the Doge 
Fietro Tradcnigo. 

* **])eiiide omnes Episcopi, Clenii» et Popaliia, Mwiwiifer jumenmt, 
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€Xjali in his infiunoils behaviour toward a oountiy, which 
had used him too gently; and the eeardi of Miuoo 

Zeno, whom the Doge had despatched in qnest of the 
nussiug vessels with thirteen galleys, was entirely 
nnayailing. ^ The general feeling and behef werei 
however, that the younger Sanndo was the anther 
of the outrage; and when tiiis eonjectme was veri- 
fied, his venerable parent, bowed down by years, and 
broken-hearted) was driven, under the galling sense of 
humiliation and disgrace, to tender his ahdication to 
the people. The ex-Doge, who had once hoped to 
close his eyes on a pronder spectacle, snnived his 
retirement only two months and a half;* he sank into 
the grave beneath the weight of so much sonow and so 
much shame (959). 

The name of Sanudo III. was respectable. The 
family, to which he belonged, was in the zenith of 
its power ; and while the offer of the vacant magis- 
tracy to the reipreeentative of some other hne 
tiuKMktened to rekindle the War of the Factions, 
the decree which forbade the return of the younger 
Sanudo, precluded his election. Thus the Arrengo 
found itself wavering between a desire to mftiTitftin 
the inviolability of its oalh,' and a reluctance to 
rouse the vindictive resentment of the powerful family 
of Sanudo : the eventual annulment of the edict and 
recal of the exile shewed the great influence of that 
House, while it betrayed the aristocratic tendencies of 

I Viuflli (lib. iv. p. 126). * Dudolo (viii. 900). 
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that Asaembly. Scansely had his &tiher resigned the 

insif^nia of power when a flotilla of barks, gaily deco- 
rated with flags, conveyed a deputation of the nobles 
and clergy of Venice to BaTenna, where the Pirate 
and Froseript of yesterday was sainted with the title 
of Doge, and escorted with every manifestation of 
pomp and amid transports of enthusiabm to the 
Pkdacey in which he received at the hands <^ the 
people the Dncal crown and the Sceptre of Ivory. 

The bell at the Campanile was soon heard to peal 
in hononr of the accession of a new Doge; the 
chvrches in like manner celebrated the occasion; it 
was a day of bustle and rejoicing in Venice, and one 
old man, who lav bedridden in the street of San 
Severe, not £Eur £rom the Pftlace, in a honse which 
his fiunily had occupied throngh many generations, 
turned feebly on his pillow to listen to the sounds 
which proclaimed the national perjury. Too much 
reason had the dying Doge to predict that the Vene- 
tians had sacrificed in vain their honour to a love of 
peace and a dread of the revival of civil dissension, 
and that the baseness and ingratitade of his son 
wonld prove his recal tb be not only an nnpiincipled 

measure but a fatile pageant. 

This period is remarkable for three acts of Par- 
liament which passed the Popular Assembly shortly 
after the accession of Sanndo IV. The first was 
declaratory of the law of 878, touching the barter 
of Christian slaves; and the merchants of Venice 
were once more debanred, onder the heaviest penal- 
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tieSy* from iraffiddng in sach alares, or from lending 
ikm vessels, or advaneing money for mich purpose 

to dealers, especially Greeks and Jews.* The second, 
which was a reyiyal of the penal statute of 827, 
interdicted all commercial interoourse between the 
Bepttblic and the ChiefiB of the Saraeens, who were 
engaged at that period in a sanguinaij war vdth the 
Greeks.' The third abolished the old system under 
which the citizens of the Lagoon constituted them- 
selves the caniefB of the deiEpitches from the German 
and Italian Oonrts to Oonstantinople and tiie East. 
This carrying trade, which had hitherto formed a 
regular and somewhat lucrative branch of Venetian 
eommerce, was, at the present time, the sole available 
channel of communication between the Greek Emperor 
Romauus, and Otho, Eniperur of Germany; and it 
appears that Berenger II., whose power was still para- 
monnt in the Peninsula, having urged the Bepublic to 
discontinue that portion of the sendee which promoted 
the intrigues of his rival, the Islanders, unwiUing to 
displease Berenger, or to compromise themselves with 
Otho, adopted the more prudent and indeed the more 
dignified course of relinquishing the charge altogether. 
The act which related to the slave trade originated in 
the Sjnod, and the revival of the penal statute of 878 

' Varying, according to the atrocity of the ofTtiicc, or the rank of the 
ofiender, between a fine of five pounds {lire picciole) of gold, the aniputa- 
tion of a limb, and decapitation. 

* FOiMi (JfMMf^, vi. p. 186); ibid. (JUMfvAtf, 100); Marin (iL 

p. 162). 

* Filitti iSt^gh nU AaHco Commereio dei Vmuiimi, p. 29). 
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against the detestable traffic, mis xq a laige measaie 
due to the humane exertions of tiie clergy. It is also 

to be observed that the secoiid oidinance, which had 
reference to the transactions oi the same class with 
the Mohammedans, was promnlgated only, alter much 
demnr, at the earnest reqnest of the Byzantine Court, 
which bitterly complained that a Power, outwardly 
professing to be its cordial aUy, was secretly affording 
to the enemies of the Faith the means of conducting 
with yigoor a comse of hostilities which was crippling 
and impoyerishing the empire. 

In 964, fiye years after the death of Saiiudo III., 
the contest for the Iron Crown of Lombardy, which 
had lasted without intramission smee the &U of Charles 
le Gros in 888, was brought to a happy conclusion ; 
and the voice of a nation, enfeebled by war, sum- 
moned Otho, Emperor of Germany, to govern the 
dominions of Pepin the little. This important re- 
Tolution did not escape the notice of the Venetians, 
who lost no time in procm^hig, at the hands of the 
new Emperor of the West, the recognition of the 
charter, which they had obtained fixmi Berenger n«, 
in 948 ; and Otho was still at Borne, where he had 
just received the golden dia<^lem from the Pontiff, \\ hen 
Pietro Orseolo and ^ itah Sanudo (the brother of the 
Doge) arrived at that city, and in the name of the 
chief magistrate of the Venetians prayed him to renew 
the commercial priTileges which their Commune had 
enjoyed in the Peninsula since the days of King ^Uboin. 
The haughty and arrogant German, glancing with an 
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eye half indiiferent, half conteraptuons, at the lofty 
pretensions of the Bepuhlic to a place among the 
independeat States of Europe,* leceiYed the amhas- 
sadoTS of Sanndo lY. with chilling and pnnctilions 
formality ; and, while he affixed his signature aud seal 
to their antient charter/ the remark was heard to drop 
from him, that it was fortmiaie for Venice tibat she was 
too insignilicaiit to attract Lis notice, or to rewai'd his 
ambition. Nor perhaps in the expression of such a 
aentimeiit was the aon of Heniy the Fowkr otherwise 
than sincere. 

The foreign policy of Sanudo IV. presented a favour- 
able contrast to his domestic goyemmcnt. The Be- 
pnblic was led at first to hope, that her Prince had 
abjured the follies of his yoim^^er days, and that in the 
Doge of Venice she had lost the Pirate of Ravenna and 
the Bravo, whose wild frolics and odioos excesses were 
once the terror of the Bialto ; and certamly the stadied 
moderation of Pietro, during th(; carlica- yeiu-s of his 
reign, might have led to a conclusion, that he was 
striving by his reformed conduct to obliterate the 
memory of passed misdeeds. Bnt this conchudon was 
sadly lallacious ; the mrisk, which the Doge had chosen 
kom pohtic motives to assmne on his accession, was 

' Dciiina {Rrrol <rTfn!iit. ii. p. 69). 

' It appears also that, a short time afterward, the sj-stcm estaMtshed by 
Lotbar in 840, of renewing thia charter eyeiy fifth year, which bad 
gndtially &U<n into ifiniiei revived. <$Sm Smdt (i. p. 324), and 
Senodo (FH^, p. 414)^ who qnotee the names of the amhaaaadon from 
€!knmea Contarini. Some aaUion give, instead of Orveolo and 
Smtido, Oioranni Cantazini, and Giovanni Ycnioro. Bot this if pro- 
habiy a mistake. 
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flung aside at the first opportunity ; and the Venetians 

were soon forced to wish, that the voice, which so 
lately pleaded for the life of a monstert bad pleaded in 
vain. 

Domenigo Sanndo,* Bishop of Toreello, and the elder 

brotlier of his Serenity, having died in 964-5, the 
Synod chose, as his successor, Matteo Gia^' The 
Doge, however, with whom the final decision rested 
in such matters, expressed a dissent, and conferred the 
vacant surplice on his own son Yitali* Bat this mere 
legitimate exercise of the Ducal prerogative, which 
might have satisfied an ordinary mind, did not satisfy 
Pietro, who caused the unfortunate Giagi to be seized, 
deprived of bight, and renioved from the public eye by 
death or imprisonment. The only symptoms of popu- 
lar displeasnre, which branded so atrodoas an outrage, 
were low murmurs and timid reproaches; and when 
the patriarchal see of Grado fell vacant, in 969,^ by the 
death of Yitali Barbolano, the Bishop of Toreello was 
elevated to the primacy without opposition, and the 
crozier was given to one Giovanni Orio. 

Shortly afterward the Doge repudiated, on the pre- 
tence of incompatibiliiy,^ his consort Giovanna, and, 
ha\Ting immured her in the abbey of Stm Zaccaxia, 
obtained in marriage Gualdrada, the sister of his old 
patron Hugo, Marqnis of Tuscany, with whom he 

' lie was the eldest son of the late Sanudo IIL 
» Vinnoli (Jfi.storia Veneta, lib. iv. p. 130), 

» I).in<! ,1) (lib. viii. p. 209). 

• ShIkUico (lib- iii- P- Baudolo (viii. 209) merely saja, "Ficta 
occasione dimisit, et Monadulem vcstem floscipeie coegh.** 
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received on the day of their espousals a portion of 400 
poimds of silver, and certain estates in Oderzo, Fenrara, 
Treviso, and Adiia.' This alliance deseired to bo con- 
sidered the most notable event in an eventful career : 
it was the pointy on which the destiny of Pietro turned. 
The Doge was not one of those few who are so happily 
eonstitnted as to bear with eqnaimnity and grace the 
gifts of fortune. By his union vdih the Tuscan heiress, . 
he became the master of an ample revenue and of a 
nnmerons body of serfe and retainers ; and having thns 
attained a &yoiirite object, be determined to indnlge to 
the fullest extent a secret love of grandeur and shew. 
It was not long before the people witnessed the intro- 
duction of an order of things strangely contrasting with 
that simplicity, which the members of a h'lee Repubhc 
still prized as the distinctive mark of their particular 
foim of goTeinment ; Saint Mark's soon afforded the 
novel spectacle of a Dneal Conrt; the conrtiers, the 
serfs or satellites of Sanudo, borrowed their costume, 
tiieir manners, then- behaviour, from the sycophants 
who kneeled at the feet of the Greek and Oennan 
autocrats ; and this display of regal pomp, which in 
the abstract might have been not unpleasing to the 
popnlar eye, was accompanied by a despotism^ more 
absolute than that of the House of Badoer, more 
terrible than the despotism of the two Galbaii. Yet 
the heart of a nation was not easily probed to the 
core, or its pride stong to the quick ; the Venetians, 



* Suidi (i. p. 324) ; Romaniii (i. p. 249). 
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from Chd natofe of their ooiiBtitntion) were wingnlarly 

phlegmatic under oppression ; and not only did they 
toleiate during some time without much perceptible 
emotion the tynmnical conduct of their Bovereign, but 
they sofiered the Excnsati, who had now been, during 
270 years, the Guards and Domestic Ministers of the 
chief magistrate, to be supplanted by a merceuarj 
Corpe, which his Serenity had partly raised on his new 
estates, and partly in Tuscany. The enlistment of 
aliens m the Venetian service was an unparalleled pro- 
* ceeding ; and although there was no provisional danse 
in the Coronation Oath, which pronounced such a 
course unconstitutional, the admission of foreign troops 
into the capital, without the consent of the Arrengo, 
was generally considered an arbitraiy stretch of the 
Ducal prerogative, no less than a flagrant insult to 
the nation. Some, however, who were secretly in- 
dined to view that extraordinaiy step sb a measure 
of precaution, dictated by a growing distmst of the 
goodwill and affection of his subjects, while they 
shared the general diogust at the dismissal of the 
Old Guard, derived consolation from the thought, that 
it might be the forerunner of a great and fiiTourable 

chanfje. 

That change, indeed, was much nearer at hand than 
the most sanguine might have ventured to prophesy. 
A few years after the second nuptials of 8anudo, the 

Ferrarese, having miule im incm*sion on that part of 
his Estates which lay in the vicinity of their town, the 
Doge sent a strong Venetian force up the Po to vindi- 
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cate his lights; iihe aggresdon was speedily repulsed; 
the aggressors were severely chastised ; the dtadel of 

Ferrara was taken and destroyed ; the environs were 
laid waste ; aad a second attempt of a similar character 
in another quarter was followed hy the dismantleiiient 
of Oderso. On the part of the Venetians, the atten- 
dant losses were trifling ; and in ordinary times the 
drcmnstances of the expedition might have been 
gradually efiiftced from the recollection of the people. 
But sach was now the distempered state of the public 
mind, that the shghtest irritation sufficed to goad it to 
madness ; and even to spiil a sm.L^le drop of their blood 
in a private and unpopnlar cause was what the nation 
could no longer endure. The scene which ensued, 
was that identical scene of tumult and anarchy which 
had already more than once prognosticated a violent 
revolution in the government. Again, after the lapse 
of two centuries, a rampant multitude, maddened to 
phrenzy by a long course of oppression, was seen to 
assemble on the Square of Saint MiU k, cliimouring for 
vengeance, and thirsting for blood ; and once more a 
cowardly i^frant, awakening only at the last hour to a 
full sense of his folly and his danger, was seen to quail 
before a people, whose highest privileges he had dcued 
to set at nought. Sauudo was, perhaps, hai'dly aware 
of the full extent to which he had weakened his 
authority hy the recent disembodiment of the Excusati 
del Ducato. In offending the latter, he incurred the 
emnity not merely of a military corps, but of a Vested 
Interest. In those days, when a considerable space 
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waa still left open to the labours of the husbandman, 
Che class which principally eontzibated to the Dacal 
Bodyguard was the small proprietors of Spinalnnga 
(the antieul Giiidecca), Dorsoduro, Murano, San 
Nicolo, and Poveja ; and their mf uence, which he 
might have fonnerly commanded, was now thrown 
into the scale against him at a moment when he 
was peculiarly in want of support. 

Yet, as the Doge glanced £rom a casement of his 
palace at the crowded space below, he might almost 
haye imagined that after all his feais were about to 
be falsified. The insurgents, doubtlhl how to act, 
though appearing to be inwardly bent on achieving 
some great end, had akeady dispersed in groups to 
debate what course it was best to poisne, or to listen 
to the views of some fiivonrite orator on the point in 
agitation. Even should they pei*sist in then* ori^ma,! 
intention, aiid ultimately have recourse to extreme 
measures, there still hardly appeared to be any vaHd 
ground for apprehension. On the sworn fidelity, 
steady discipline, and intrepid courage of the Merce- 
naries, who were well aware that his cause was their 
cause, and that his fskte would be their fate, Sanudo 
iialt that he might safely place implicit reliance ; and 
in such hands so solid a structure as Samt Mark's 
was assuredly capable of offering a long resistance to 
the vague and ill-directed efforts of a mob. But, on 
closer observation, the hope vanished and the fear 
returned ; a movement, in which the noblest of the 
citizens seemed not ashamed to join — to which those, 
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who held the largest stake in the wel&re of their 
coimtiy, were fomid willing to lend their coontenaiuse 
and aid — was not long to be miseonatmed ; and, 

although the repeated attempts of the people to gain 
an entrance into the Palace might have proved them- 
aelTea ineffectual, it soon beeame manifest that measures 
of a more stringent nature were contemplated. In&ct, 
at the suggestion of one of the leaders of the Popular 
movement, the rest, perceiving that open violence was 
of no .vail, detemined to pcocon ihe mbmiBsion of 
ihe Doge by other means ; and with this Tiew, orders 
were given to set fire* to the buildings which lay in 
the immediate vicinity of the Palace. The coutlagra* 
tion spread with a rapidity which was calculated to 

•DOal the liiflAniiittripa themselyeS. Cfin nUtt of tHiA 

and igneons Taponr soon . darkened and impregnated - 

the atmosphere. The churches of Santa Maria and 
San Teodoro were reduced to ashes. In the course 
of a few hours, the flames touched with their blight- 
ing tongue the chapel of Saint Mark, which adjomed 
the Ducal residence, ituJ brokeu cuiumns of smoke, 
driven by gusts of wind against the casements of the 
latter building, diffused a panic tenor among the un- 
fortunate inmates, whose destiny seemed to consign 
tlu'iu, as a living hecatomb, to tho voracious element. 
Amid the horror and confusion of such a scene, 
Sanudo, bearing the babe* which he had by GnaLdrada 

' Sigonumii (dmi, 69). 

' Lett^ di AgoMmo Gnideidgo mflb Fn^gli* Ginditiit ; Venctiia^ 
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in his annB, ma saddenly seen to rush out of Saint 
Mark's chapel, through which there was a conunimi- 

cation with the palaco, to crouch before a gronp, in 
which he recognised a few of Im Mends and relatives, 
and to implore their compassiont promising to redress 
ereiy grievance, to nndo OTeiy act of injustice.* Bat 
it waa too late. The moment had now aniveJ, when 
sahmission was no k)nger of use ; when the expression 
of regret for his passed condoct tended, hy bringing 
that conduct more vividly before the iiiinds oi ihe 
suiiererB, to exaB])crate, rather than to mollify; and 
when those, whom he had once known, and on whose 
support he might once have counted, had become deaf 
to his cry for mercy. Tiiii miiliiiude, if they hated 
the despot, both hated and despi&cd the suppliant ; 
and while the general voice upbraided him with his 
crimes and excesses, a few of the bystanders, more 
resolute or more impatient than the rest, plunged 
their daggers into his bosom. The little child, whose 
innocence might have moved the people to compas* 
siou, was the partner of its parent's IVitc, since it 
might be the heir to hi^ vices ; and it was not till 
the tempest had subsided, that one. Giovanni Gra- 
denigo^ ventored to daim for the corpses the rites of 
decent mterment. 

This abrupt and violent termination of the odious 
career of Sanudo IT. was not calculated to create 

» iSagoruiuus {Chron, 70). 

* GiiMiniani: Ckromca di Vaieiia, p. 31 (King's MSS. 148); and 
MutiiwlU (A, U, pp. S6-7). 
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a feeling of smprise; the only ground for wonder 
eeemed to be that the nation should haye borne so 

long a yoke which it could break so easily, and that 
the electiTe magistrate of a State, which was styled a 
free oommouwealth, ahonld have been suffered, daring 
the greater part of seventeen years, to exendse, nnder 
the thm mask of liljciij and eqiiahty, a power hardly 
less unfettered than that which was held, at that 
period, by the descendants of Constantine and Charle- 
magne* The teirible excesses, however, of the Tri- 
bnnitial Oligarchy, the ferocious despotism of Monegaro, 
Catanio, and Fabriciaco, the tyrannical sway of Gal- 
baio n* and Maurizio his son, and, lastly, the autocratic, 
though mostly beneficent, role of the Honse of Badoer 
during a period of serenty-foor years, are exemplifi- 
cations of merely one doctrine ; and the long reign 
of Sanndo IV., which might otherwise seem to impugn 
the candonr or accuracy of historical records, formed, 
in reality, only another due to the tendency of the 
government, and another bathe on the chaiacter of 
the people.^ 

Xhe death of Sanudo ghitted the vengeance and 
assuaged the passbn of the multitude; and the Vene- 
tians had now leisure to perceive* that three hundred 
houses, that the churches of San Teodoro and Santa 
Maria Jubenigo, and that the. ducal residence and 

• This episode of Venetian Hiatory has been twice dramatized: 
1. Pictro randinnn TV., Drarama lirico in due atti; Yen. 1841, 8**. 
3. Pictro Comliano IV^ Doge di Yeoezia, Tngedia; Milano, 
1646, S". 

• MonMiiii(lili.iiLp.n)} Fi]kii(Ti.p.a04); Marin (iL p. 170). 
VOL. I. 12 
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ehapel» irate perfectly destroyed; It wbb wbile a few 

were still liugering over this di^tressuig scene, tliut ii 
large concourse of persons assembled in the church 
of Saint Peter the Apostle at OUyoIoi and nommated 
Fietro Orseolo^ chief magistrate of the Bepnblio 
(12th August, 976) . 

The new Doge Orseolo^ who has been already seen 
officiating in a dipbmaldc capacity as the ambassador 
of the IltpubHc at the Court of Otho I. in 964, and 
who was now in his fortj-eighth year,' and in e^- 
tiemely affluent dicnmBtancee, belonged to an antient 
Soman femily of some consideration, who had left 
their natiTe city of Altinum m the time of Attila, 
and had settled at Torcello ; and although their de- 
scendant had no claim to a place in the first 
order of the aristocracy, he enjoyed to the fullest 
extent that social pre-emineuce to which Ms huge 
fortune and his amiable character entitled him. 

A law, which seems to ha^e been directed in part 
agiiiiibt llic foreign mcrccnariea whom Sanudo IV. 
introduced into the Ducal residence, in part against 
the excesses to which the popular tumult of August 
had given rise, and which may be observed to hare 
been somewhat analogous to one which found its 
wa^ at a later date into the "R /igiiah statute book, 
passed at the commencement of the new reign. It 
enacted that all persons who should be convicted 

' Sttgorninua {Chron. 71); Giustiniani {Chronica lU Venetia, p, 6); 
^Mlm di Veiutia, p. S (Hul. M8S. 4820). 
* Dradolo (?m. 812). 
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iienoeforth of exeating disturbaiioea in the pala436, or 
CQnniving at 0ach distoibances ; or, secondly, of 
direetmg or aiding any movement, seditions or 

otherw^ise, wliich might have the object or effect 
of bringing damage to that building, should be 
held liable to the heanest pemdties. The new mea- 
sure was designed as a precantion against a recur- 
rence of tlio catastrophe to wliicli its preamble 
referred. The opponents of Orseolo, who not only 
spoke of him as a leading and interested partici- 
pator in the revohtion of 976, bnt branded him as 
the sole instigator of the atrocious conflagratitm, 
thought theniiicives perhaps in a position to atibrd 
a reason why this measure was not allowed to operate 
letrospectiTely. 

The magnitude of the eyil for which the law of 
Orseolo was intended to pruviJo some sort of remedy, 
was, in the estimation of the Venetians of that day, 
hardly to be overrated* In a city composed of wooden 
bmldings, and where the liability to destruction by fire 
was consequently extreme, a simple act of inccndiaiism, 
committed in one of the leading thorougMues, was 
one of the blackest offences of which a person ooold be 
gnilty; and how much more hemons and capital be* 
came the crime when the match of the incendiary 
aimed at reaching the principal ediilce in the metro- 
polis, a stractore on the architectural embellishments 
and interior decoration of which more than one private 
fortune had been expended, which had been slowly 
brought to its present aspect of comparative mag- 

1^2 
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nifioence by the intennittent laboniB of fifty jean, 
and which many young men, eye-mtnesses of the 
recent crisisi might despair of seeing restored in their 
time. 

The qaestioii which next engaged the attention of 

Orseolo was the restoration of the buildings which 
had penciled in the conflagration. Among others, 
the loss of Saint Mark's itself was the least easily 
repaired ; and the Doge, relnctanty nnder the drcom- 
stances, to aggravate the puhliu distress by calling 
on the popular assembly to furnish the necessary 
fonds, determined with equal piety and patriotism to 
rebmld the Basilica at his own expense. A enrions 
legend is extant that, while it was still a question 
to whom the commission should be given, an un- 
known person, of singnlar appearance and lame in 
both legs, presented himself, and offered to render 
Saint Mark's the most pictiuresque and beautiful 
edifice imaginaUoi upon the understandmg that, on 
its completion, his statue in marble should be placed 
in the most conspicuous part of the building. The 
Doge, \N ho might well smile at the whimsical request 
of the cripple, acceded, it is said, to the stipulation; 
and, for av^e, the work progressed &Tourably enough ; 
but it seems that the stranger confessed to Orseolo, 
one day, his inabihty to complete the contract, and 
that, consequently, he lost his statue. The new 
BasiHca was ultimately built in tlie Byzantine style of 
architecture, after a design by a Greek, who came for 
that epecial purpose firom Constantinople; the details 
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€f the execntioii were snperintended by Francesco 
Gradeiiigo, who had then lately succeeded Lnca Ta- 
ianti in the high office of Primicerio of Saint Mark ; 
and BO soon as the work was sufficiently adyanoed 
toward complctiou, the pious Doge placed m the sanc- 
tnaiy an altar of gold, which he had caused to bo 
mannfiictaied in the capital of the East. It was to be 
anticipated, however, that a considerable length of 
time might elapse before the new palace was prepared 
for reception ; and Qrseolo procured leave, for the 
present at least, to transfer the Ducal insignia to his 
own house in the street of San Filippo e Giacomo, and 
there to transact the business of the State.* 

While these events were passing at Yepiieei Gual- 
drada, having saeeeeded in escapmg the popular ven- 
geance during the insurrection, had joiucd Adelaide, 
the consort of the late Emperor Otho and empress 
regent, at Yerona; and, at the same time, the 
Patriarch of Grade, exasperated beyond measure at 
the elevation of a man, on whose head rested, in 
his opinion, the blood of a murdered parent, had 
quitted his see and his country,* in order to expose, 
in the council halls of Magdeburg and Metz, the 
tnipitude of the Venetians, and to seek in the new 
Emperor, Otho II., a vindicator of the wrongs of the 



* SiSonumM(C>ffMi.71); C%r«inMdb'FciMfM»p.6(Httl.HS&4890)$ 
Cknmkka delle tutie le Ca*ade del nobil citta di Venezia, p. 214 (King's 
MSS. No. 150) ; P. Giustiniani, Chromca di Venetia, p. 31 (King's MSS. 
148) : niacorao Caroldo {Ilistorir Venpte^ p. ZS), Xb« laat-uamed work 
u also among the King's MSS. No. 147. 

* ** Qiutfumdam \ cueticorum cuxiailio,** writes SagorEiiniu, vbi supra* 
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House of Santido. But the Doge and his fellow* 
dtizeiiBy not Jg&otant of the feeling of friendship and 
sympathy^ which existed between tiie Sanndi and the 

Hohenstanfen, and aware that, with his crown, Otho 
had inheiited the sentiments, which the iirst of Im 
name entertamed toward the Bepoblie^ weie peiliBctly 
eensiUe of the pernicions consequences which might 
accrue if they allowed the Patriarch time to extend his 
intrigues to the Court of Verona, and to enlist in his 
cause the Empress as well as her son ; and it was 
thereforo determined, duing VitaM's absence in Ger« 
many, to counteract his probable success in. that 
quarter, by removing, to some extent at least, the 
injiuions impression of recent events. Accordingly, a 
few months after his accession, Orseolo famished 
Domenigo Grimani - with instructions to proceed to 
Verona, to ascertain the temper and views of the 
Conrt of Adelaide, and to endeavour to pacify Gnal- 
drada by the oiBer of a liberal indemnity for the 
losses, which she had snsiamed by the sadden death 
of her lat^ husband. The character of Gniuani's 
mission was sufdciently simple ; yet its execution was 
attended by no common difficolfy. For, although 
Qualdrada herself was inclined to be reasonable in 
her demands, the Empress, who pointed to the rained 
walls of Oderzo and Ferrara, seemed disposed to 
insist, as a prelimmary step, on the foil reparation of 
{he damage whidi the Venetian troops had inflicted 

' Filiasi (vi. 214). 

' GU>. GiaoQaioCaroidfH Butane Vmute^ p. d7 (Hari. 5080). 
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on tbose parts of ihe imperiaL dominioiiB in fhe time 
of Sanndo IV. More moderate coimsels, However, 

prevailed in the end ; the tact or impoi-tunacy of 
Giimani induced Adelaide to waive her exorbitant 
daun; and so soon as the four haudred pounds of 
aOrer, which Sanndo had receiyed on the day of his 
nnion with the siBter of Hugo, had been rettmied to 
the mdowed Do^raressa, the Empress consented to join 
with the latter in & solemn declaration, that the £e- 
pnblic should receive no prejudice whatever ton paaaed 
occnrrences, and that any gnbject of fhe empire who 
molested Venetian merchants in the puiBuit of thdr 
calling, should be punishable. Still the amount of the 
paeifieatian was eonmdeiaUe; the liso was almost 
empty ; and the burgesses of Equilo, Gaorlo, and 
Malamocco, refused to discharge the arrears of their 
tithes. The money, however, was ultimately raised, 
by forcible means ; a solemn deed was executed, in the 
presence of witnesses, and signed by GualdxBda JieiseU^ 
GotMed, Chancellor and Oommissary of the Empire, 
and the Imperial Advocate and Procurator Eldehert, 
on the one hand, and by the Ambassador Gximani 
on the other ; by which the ex-Dogaressa renounced, 
on the specified conditions, all title to the real property 
which she had brought in dower to her consort, the 
late Doge ; ^ and the cause of disagreement was thus 
effectoaQy removed. It may, perhaps, seem strange, 

' Thia document was entitled, Quietatio Domina Valilrado' olim 
DurUs,', Consortia Petri Ctindiani IV, DuciM Pietro Urseolo L Ihiciei 
*ucce*sorilmt. — See Murw {ii. 175). 
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that the only measme whioh ma capaUet at that 

jnnekurey of eaviiig ihe liberty and honour of the 

Ikpublic, was on tlie verge of exciting a powerful 
inBurrection, and that, in collecting the oYerdue con- 
tiibutiona of a larige portion of the popnlationt it iras 
neeeesaiy to employ open violenee. But it is infinitelj 
more strange, that snch a primeval system of taxation 
Bhonld have lasted tlirongb live centozies and a half^ 
and that the Yenetiaiui ahonid have 80 long ne^^eeied 
to organize some public and regnlar fond, which might, 
at all times, be folly adequate to the wants of a free 
and zismg State. 

In the conrse of the same year (977) the treaty of 
932 between tbe Republic and the town of Capo 
d lstna (or Justinople) , which had been lost with 
many other Talnable arehiTeB in the late Fure» waa 
formally renewed, and acknowledged by the Duke 
of Benevento,^ who had taken advantage of the 
recent troubles to seduce the Venetian fief from her 
allegiance. 

It was shortly after tlie recovery of Justinople, that 
a stranger landed at the Piazzetta, and sought an 
interview with the Doge (September^ 977). He 
announoed hmiBeif as Brother Gnarinip Boperior of 
tlic Abbey of Saint Micliael of Cusano, in Gascony, 
who was on his return from Bome, and was ani- 
mated by a pious eniioflity to inspect the new 
temple and shrine of the Patron ETangelist.' Orseolo 
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received bis holy gaest mth marked distiiictioii ; 
and, dniing the brief flcjoiim of the abbot in the 

Venetian capital, the interconree of those two con- 
genial Bpiiits ripened into intimacy. The conversa- 
tion natnraliy turned on the goodness of the Maker, 
the reward of mtne, and the Taniliy of hmnan ambi* 
Mon.^ The monk talked with captiTating flnency : the 
Boge listened with entrancement to the words which 
foil £rom the man of God. A discourse grew into a 
eontroYemiy; the controversy sabsided into a ketiize ; 
and, in the conne of a few days, Omeolo was folly 
persuaded that a monastic hfo afforded the greatest 
facilities to pensive minds, and the nearest approach 
to the perfection of snhlimar happmess. Onarini was 
even in &voiir of an instant rennndation of the world 
and its paltry grandeur ; but, whatever may have heen 
the strength of his convictions, or the force of his 
enthusiasm, the Doge calculated that a certain tune 
was absolntely necessaiy to arrange his private affiiin, 
and otherwise to prepare himself for his new mode of 
life. Orseolo asked, for this purpose, the delay of a 
twelvemonth. On the expiration of that term, the 
abbot of Saint Michael was invited to zetom to Venice, 
and to daim his illustrious proselyte. 

Meanwhile, the Doge continued to discharge his 
daties with unremitting zeal i his design of relinquish- 
ing the cares of government, and of spending his 
declining years in ^e tranquil sedusion of a French 

' Sagom. 73. This, writer was an ironmaster of Venice^ liviiig m the 
latter half of the ckv«nUi and the fint balfof tbe twelfth centnry. 
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mmaitf lemained a dose eecret ; and ihe people at 
largo were wholly ignofunt of the powerful effeci 

which the iiiysttrious stranger had exercised on the 
mind of their Induce. Distrastful of female discretioiiy 
Pietro detennined not to unfold his intwtion even 
to his wife Felidta (Malipiero),^ who bad enrolled 
herself, some time since, with his approval, among 
the nuns of San Zaccaria : the only partners of his 
eonfidenee were his son-in-law, (Hovanni Morosiniy? 
wlio liad maii-ieJ the Doge's daughter, and his inti- 
mate Mend, the excellent and humane GioYanni 
Gradenigo;* and these were the chosen companions of 
liis flight. 

Accompanied by two of the Brctliren, named Ro- 
moaldo and Marino, the Superior of Siiint Michael 
letomed to Venice with sempolons pnnctoality on the 
evening of the Ist September, 978,* and repaired 
according to previous aiTangenient to the nnniasterj 
of San Dario, iu liialto, where they were spcedilj 
joined by the Doge and bis two associates. Pietro 
baying assomed the bnmble garb of a pilgrim, the 
whole party, anxious to escape detection and elude 
pnrsoit, quitted San Uario at midnight, mounted tlio 
borses, which awaited them in the immediate neighs 
bourhood/ and traTeiaaig the nanow and shallow 



I Sagorninus (On //. 71); GardIdo» BtMom, p. 25 (KJii|fs MSS. 

147) , Mutinclli (^4. U. p. 29). 

' rictro Giustiniani ; Pietro Dolfino, ,4jiiialHp.92 (Kiqg'B 149) ; 
Dc Monacis (fol. 38). 

' isagaromva (CArtw, 74). * IbicL 
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ctHialy zode at fall gallop across the eomiiiy. The 
ftigitiTes reached their destination in safely ; and whoi 

he had received the hospitable welcome of the abbot, 
Morosini bade farewell to his father-in-law and to 
GiadenigOi who shared his sedosiony and retraced his 
steps homeward. The noble Bednae sorviyed his 
bticLiige resolution nineteen years ; more than once 
during that long period he was visited in the sohtude 
of Onsano by his yonthfol son Pietro^ to whom it is 
gravely alleged that he foretold his fhtorefiune; andit 
was whispered indeed, that Orseolo the Holy had then 
Uved long enough ^ to repent the vow,* which he some- 
what too precipitately made to Fra Guarini.* 

The Doge's flight was not disclosed till the momiog 
of the 2nd of September. The house which Orseolo 
had occupied in tlio street of S. Filippo e Giacomo, 
at once became aa object of general attention and 
cnriosify. A lai^ number of persons were nattually 

• Lorenzo dc Monacis (fol. 39). 

• ViUe SS. Ordinis Sancti Benediciti (sec. T. p. 855). 

' 1. Viia di SanPietro Orseolo Doge e Prim ipe di Vinetia /aUo momv4f 
e trmUa m Cfuatoogna de§a^la da F* JFid^etUio Man/redi VeneHtauh 
Ym. leoe: 4ltK9tB. 

S. DiMertaxkme di Apostolo Zeno intomo al tempo del PrimcipalOf deUa 
J^ga^ e delta morte di San Pirfro Orseolo, Dot:'' VeneTia. 

3. Jxuti Fontanini Archiepucupi Ancyrani dc i*<uvcto Petro Ursonh Dnce 
Venetorum, postea Monacho Ord,iS. Benedicti Dissertatio, lionue, 1 7^0 ; 4''. 

4. Sacra Sihmm OmgregaHcm EeeettenHuimo tt Severm^tnmo Car^ 
dmali Ottohono ponente^ Venetm Ccaeetnomi ojfieii tt mista in honortm 
8. P«ln Urttoli olim Ducts VetuHanm et dmadiB mimaeki Ord, S. Baud, 
Ptmtin. Romjc. 1731 : fol.« 

5. Vita delgiorioso Principe San Piefro Orseolo^ Doge di Venezia, indi 
monaco ed eremita SantisttimOy AtUore U. P. Dan Omido OnrndL Yen. 
17SS : 4^ Thf6 lift ofGiofiiiiii Gndcnigo wm inittea bj Amadio Liia^ 
t YcnetiHi. See Foeeariiil CUUtralmm Veataimta, 838, edit 18H 
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anxions to ascertain the troth of the strange stoiyi 
which was now gaining eanmej in the eity. The 
unexpected intelligence gave rise, in the pnblic mind, 

to a mixed feeling. That his Serenity would ulti- 
mately lay aside the sceptre^ was a contingency which 
had not, perhaps, been unforeseen by those who knew 
the man, and the strong distaste whidi he had for 
worldliness and pomp. Bnt no one had imagined 
that the period of his abdication was so near, or 
that the pUkoe of his retiiement wonld be so distant; 
and even the Lady Felidta,^ while she consoled herself 
fur tlic lass of licr consort by admiring the wisdom of 
the yow, could not re&aiu from expressing lier sur- 
prise, that the Doge should have chosen to fix his 
last earthly abode in a convent at the foot of the 
Pyrenean mountains, instead of passing a life of sanc- 
tity and ease among the vineyaids of San Zaccaria, 
or the olive-groves of Amiano.* Still, although there 
might be many who regarded with nnfeigned sorrow 
the loss of so pions and so amiable a prince, the 
departure of Orseolo was not to be considered as a 
pubhc misfortune. The insolvent state to which the 
Bncal Fiam had been reduced by recent disbnrsements, 
the restless ambition of Otho II., the covert jealousy 
wMch he nourished of Venetian independence, and 
the maniibld causes which they had to dread his 



» De Monacia, fol. 3d (Add. MSS. B. AI. 8574). 
* "En 1731, it Alt etmmise par le pape Clement XIV^ et en 17S2, tea 
idiqim ftvenl oiToyto pnr Louis XV. au S^nat Yunitien." — Labaum^ 



Digitized by 



078.] CHABACTER OP SAN OBSEOLO. 



189 



animoaiiy, led many to own the expedienqr of htsmg 
88 their ehief magistrate, at that jnnetofe, a man 

who, even in preference to other recommendations, 
was acceptable to the Hoheustaoi'en. It therefore 
became a qiieetion in some ^foarters, whether an event, 
which afforded the nation the opportonify of gaming 
80 desirable an object, was not an achautage rather 
than the contraiy. The Candiani or Sanodi, on 
whom the excesses of the huit Doge of the name 
bad bioaght sndi oppzobrimn and obloqnj, were 
known to possess greater influence over the present 
Emperor of the West than any other family in Venice; 
and the people consequently felt that, by seeking the 
successor of Oraeolo among the members of that iUns- 
trious house, they were best consulting the common 
interest. Their choice fell on Vitah, the imcle of the 
Patriarch of Grade, and the yonnger brother^ of the 
late Sanndo IV. 

The palace not having yet been brongbt to a skate 
of completion, the new Doge, hke his two predeces- 
sors, was obliged to conduct the administration of 
public affiiirs at his own house, at San Ponal.* 

The late Fietro Orseolo was smgnlarly free from the 
▼ices which commonly attend worldly prosperity; his 
manners were gentle and unassuming, and bis carriage 
modest yet dignified. He was pions to saperstitioii, 
mmiificently charitable, chastely austere; an enthusiast 
in religion, and in life an ascetic. He was not en- 



* Gradenigo (Idkm a Brmaeei, 1700). 
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dowed with brilliant talents : yet he had acqnitted him- 
self honoiixablj of the daties which derolved on hhn. 
Only it might be predicated of him that he leaned too 

much to bigotry, and was almost too good a man to be 
a great prince. Even at this distance of time we can 
pietme Qrseoloy half Doge, half monk, now addressing 
the Arrengo on some enrrent topie of pablio concern ; 
now conversing in a low and subdued voice with some 
meanly clad pilgiim, newly arrived from Borne or the 
East: at one time peifbiming some stnnge and 
mysterions penance in his private chapel; at another, 
coming forth i'rom tlio iinicr apartment of liis liouse 
to receive the amba^^or of Otho, or the deputies of 
Jnstinople. 

Among the papers which Orseolo left behmd him 

was a short will, which ho had prepared on the evening 
of the 1st, just before his departure. This instrument^ 
by which the bulk of his eztendve property was be- 
qneathed to his only son and heir Fietro, provided 
funds for the erection of a new Ducal chapel, the 
building of a public hospital, and for various other 
charitable purposes.^ 

The offer of the crown to Sanndo the Fifth was a 
flattering testimony to the power and inflnence of the 
House to which he belonged ; his acceptance seemed 
to imply a readiness on his part to endeavour to place 
the relations of his coontry with the Emperor on a 
more fiiendly footing. The Doge was folly sensible of 
this pressing obhgation ; and in the choice of tin envoy 

' Bagomiiras oontcmp. (dkrva. 70). 
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to the Court of Geemanj, Yitaii natuially fixed on his 
kmsman the Patriarchy who had just returned from 

Verona to Venice, in tlio well-fonnded expectation of a 
cordial welcome and a permanent etay.^ The Metro- 
politan, although he betrayed some distaste for so long 
and wearisome a jonmey, accepted the trust ; and the 
result oi" liis mission was, on the whole, satisfactory. 
The avarice of a trading commuuity exalted in the 
mtelligence that Otho had consented to renew for a 
term of fi^e years the charter by virtae of which the 
merchants of Venice disposed of their cargoes, on easy 
and lucrative conditions, in the ports of the kingdom 
of Italy. Yet the national pride was hurt, in no slight 
degree, by the Patriarch's report that, in granting the 
request of Sanudo and the Hepnblic, his Majesty de« 
clared himself actuated solely by a wisli to please liis 
mother Adelaide and his consort Theophano, coupled 
with a desire to merit the Divine clemency by com- 
passionating the forlorn state of the people m the 
Salt-Lagoon.* This imperfect reconciliation with tho 
German Emperor was the sole act which dibtinguished 
the brief and uneventful reign of Sanudo V.; and in 
the fourteenth month after his accession, this prince, 
whose health had always boon infirm, formed a deter- 
mination to resign a crown wliich had already become 
irksome, and to withdraw into the monastery of San 
Bario, in the neighbourhood of Fusina.' Thirty- 

' rictro Giu-stinioDi, fol. 32 (King's MS8. 148). 

* Muntori (v. p. 460) ; FiliM (vi. p. 218) ; Marin (iL p. 18S). 

* Srawrino (lib. soil p. 551). 
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seven Jrean only had eUpfled Bmce^ in 942, the House 
of Badoer ceased to reign ; and now the other great 

Venetian dynasty of Sanudu or Canditino, which, with 
that of Badoer^ had enjoyed daiiiig two centnries the 
laigest share of political influence in the Bepablic, 
beheld its last crowned representatiye in the successor 

.of Orseolo the Holy. The line, which opened with 
the hero of Mucole, tenuinated in the Taletudmariau of 
Banllario. 

Marina SanndOt ilie niece of Banndo Y., and the 

daughter of his elder brother Sanudo IV., was united 
at this time to Tribimo, the son of Andrea Memo, of 
Ban Marcaolay in the district of Canahreggio, a man pf 
ample forbme, and the owner of another large estate 
near Malamooeo/ bat of mean parts, and of a narrow 
understanding.* Yet his enormous wealth, his alliance 
with the Doge's kinswoman, and his influence over 
the House of Caloprini^ with which he was also con- 
nected by marriage, appear to ha^e rendered merit a 
secondary consideration ; and when, in November, 979, 
Sauudo expressed Ms strong desire to abdicate. Memo 
was chosen to succeed him. The new Doge is said to 
have been extravagantly fond of flowers and shrubs, 
which he ciihivatod "witli much assiduity and success, 
and his grounds at San Marcuola enjoyed great cele- 
brity. 

When the Doge Orseolo ascended the Venetian 

throne in the autumn of 970, the Ducal Pakce and 

■ Cigogoa (Ueritioiii, r. 4, p. 404) ; Utto ni voce CudiiiKi. 
* BtgoamBiCknn, 76); MutmclU iAMmOi, 89). 
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the Basilica had recently Men a prey to the flames. 
The restoration of these bnildmgs, which had been 
at once commenced by the new Ruler, made very 
little progress however during his short reign, and 
when he vacated the chief magistracy in 97dt the 
undertaking was left in a most nn^Salished state, 
Dnring his continnance in office, Orseolo appears to 
have resided excludiVijly at his own house in tlie street 
of San Filippo e Giacomo. His successor, Yitali 
Sanndo, whose feeble health and brief administration 
left him yery little taste and yeiy little time for the 
active prosecution of public works, most probably fol- 
lowed tiic example set by Orseolo, and we find that 
even when Tribuno Memo was elected in 979, the 
arrangements at Saint Mark's were still so incomplete, 
that the ceremony of the coronation was performed at 
the private residoncc of Memo at San Marcuola, ' near 
the church of S. Ermacora and Fortunato, of which 
the Memi were the founders and patrons. 

Dnrmg the earlier part of his reign, the attention of 
Otho II. had been mainly occupied by the affairs ol' 
Germany ; and it was not till towai'd the year 982, 
that he foond himself in a position to carry into eze- 
cntion his &Toaiite plan for the recoyeiy of Southern 
Italy, to which his mdon with Theophano, the niece 
of Basilius and Constantino, and heiress of Apuha 



' Chronicha delle ca.saile di Venezioy p. 215 (Ring's MSS. Brit. Mu3. 
No. 150); Pictro (ihi.-.tiniaui. Chronica di ]'iu«'(ia, p. 32 (ibid. No. 148). 
A church 'kah hm]t in hooour o|' iSaint llermagoraa, in the earlj part of 
the »evcntli century. 

VOL. I. 13 
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and Calabria, gave him, in his own estimatiou, a just 
and exeliisiTe light. His snecess in the Peninflnla, 
however, was &r from conespondmg to bis expecta- 
tions; the hope oi winning back tlio triple crowu, 
which had once glittered on the brows of Charlemagne, 
was dispelled by the firm and hostile attitude of the 
joint suoeessoTB of Gonstantine the Great; and the 
real weakness of the Byzantine Court was disguised 
by the prompt co-operation of Venice and the Sara- 
cens. The former was actuated in this instance by 
two motiyes, of which one may be said to have been 
of a negatiye, the other of a podtiTe eharaeter. 
Firstly, the Bepnbhc had no object in deviating from 
her traditional pohcy toward the Lower Empire; in 
the second place, she had every inclination to resent 
the support and conntenance which Otho had lent « 
to the Dogaressa Gualdrada and her son the Patriarch 
Sanudo in the affair of 976. The latter, naturally 
anxious to prevent the invader from establishing him- 
self in the south of Italy, speedily lecnuted their 
ranks by levies from Sicily and Algiers ; a Greek 
army was conveyed in Venetian transports to the 
shores of Calabria; and the forces of the Emperor, 
who had fearlessly advanced to meet his opponents, 
were almost annihilated by the confederates at the 
battle of Basentello. Otho himself, who was obliged 
to seek safety in flight, narrowly escaped falling into 
the hands of the Greeks; and he succeeded with 
difficnlty in regaining Verona, where he convoked a 
general Diet of the empure. This assembly was eom- 
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posed of tho great vassals of the realm, the high dig- 
nitaries of the church, and the deputies from foreign 
coiiHs ; and the ranks of the latter body were iinez- 
pectedly swelled by the aniyal of Pietro Morosim, 
Noello Bsdoer, and Pietro Andreadi, the envoys of the 
new Doge. The Venetians, whose national welfare 
depended bo much on the continuaiice in force of the 
dbarter conceded to them, in the Beventh cent(uy» by 
the second of the Lombaid Kings, were still unaware 
to what extent their co-operation with the Greeks had 
attracted Lib notice, and had incurred his displeasure ; 
and they felt that, should any soreness of feeling really 
exist in the mind of Otho on this ground, it was 
expedient to remove or mitigate it on the first 
opportonity. 

With this important mission it was, that Morosini 
and his two companions had been charged by Iiibmio 
Memo. The EnToys, who were nshered into the 

Council-Hall with the cnstomary pomp, found the 
Emperor more than ordinarily frigid and repulsive 
in his manner; and although he made no expUcit 
aUnaion to the part which the Bepnblic had borne in 
the late campaign, it was evident that the &ct of 
Venetian transports liaviug bccu placed at the disposal 
of the Byzantine Court, had come to Ins ears. Their 
charter, howefer, which bore the seals and signs- 
manoal of Lnitprand the Lombard, of Charlemagne, 
of Pepin the Little, of Lothar, of Louis the Fioos, 
of Charles le Gros, and, lastly, of Otho I., was de- 
manded; and after a prodigious parade, the com- 

13—2 
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mereial privilegss of the IskuideiB were eonfinned, 

subject to the annnal payment of fifty pounds (lire 
picciok) of gold, * to the imperial treasuiy. 

But while the Republic was viewed by her powerful 
neighbour with sach a jealous and lesentfdl eye, she 
was &r more keenly sensible of the danger which 
might arise from the shameful imd treacherous discord 
of her own citizens. The capital, which had enjoyed 
undisturbed tranqmUify since the revolntion of 976f 
was plunging once more into strife and dissension. 
PubHc order was violated, public opinion divided, by 
a feud between the Morosmi and the Calopriiii,* origi- 
nating in the old question, whether an adhesion to 
the Eastern or Western empire was most condudTe to 
the welfare and prosperity of their Commune. The 
Morosini were in favour of the Bvzantine Court ; their 
liyals declared for the Court of Pavia. The former, 
who echoed the sentiments of the people at large, 
were the more ntimerotts ; the latter, who counted on 
the lirm BU])port of the great houses of Memo and 
Sanudo, were, at first, the more influential party. But 
they speedily lost that influence through their own 

' Equal to about 1,500/. This annual tax, however, was usually 
taidered in the Ibnn oTft robe of doth titgolA of the fncNiibed Vtlne. It 
ifl doubtful whether the custom of purchasing the privikige of free trade 
was introduced by Otlio II., or whether it dates from an cnrlicr period. 
I do not, however, observe nny such sti[)ulation in the anticnt treaties of 
the Republic with the succeftsors of Alboin and Charlemagne, and am 
therefbre di^Kwed to condnde that it onguMfedonly in the tenth eentury, 
when the trtde of the Yenetims with the Pednflita had beeome more 
extensive and valuable, and tiiat H waa moat probably an inaoTationmade 
by Otho him^^f If, 

• Sagominua contemp. {Chron, 76-7). 
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Tiolenee and mdiseretion. One day, a naked corpse 

was discovered m a small boat, near the water- 
gate of the Abbey of San Zaccaria; it was imme- 
diatelj identified as the body of Domenigo Morosini, 
a man miiTersally esteemed for his piety and virtue ; 
aud a report was soou rife Lljjtfc this unfortuuatc 
Tictim of party had been seized as he was leaving 
the church of San Pieiro, in the same district^ by 
the satellites of Ste&no Oaloprini^ the leader of the 
opposite fiustion, and had been beaten to death. It 
was supposed that the assassins, haviug a<»complished 
tlieir purpose, had stripped the body and thrown it 
into a boat which happened to drift to the door of 
San Zaecaria.* This intelligence produced a general 
sentiment of indi<_mation and hoiTor ; and Calopriiii, 
anticipating the consequences of the disclosores which 
were being hourly made, lost no time in providing 
for his own safety and that of his connexions and 
accompUces. The fuj^tives, having succeeded in es- 
caping the hands of justice, directed their steps to the 
Court of Verona, where an asylum was not refused 
to them* The emigrant parly conmsted of Calopiini 
himself, his two sons, Marino and Stefano, and his 
four principal adherents, Orso Badoer, Domenigo 
Belvo, Pietro Tiibuno, and Giovanni Benato. 

At the commencement of the quarrel between the 
Caloprini and their rivals, Tribune Memo had instmc- 
tivciy attaclitd himself to the former, with whom he 

^ Sagoraiiiiu (Cftron. 77). 
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was coBuccted by the double tie of marriago and 
Mendship. The deplorable tragedy at 01iyolo» how- 
ever, led the Doge to change his views and his party ; 
the family and kindred of Domeuigo Morosini were 
now in their tum caressed, and the Calopiini fell into 
odium* Facing the Ducal PalAce, * yet separated from 
it by a naziow canal, lay the small island of San 
Giorgio Maggiore, so called from a cognominal church 
which had been founded on that site in the early ages 
of the Commonwealth. At this time Saa Giorgio, 
though celebrated for its vineyards, its oliveyards, and 
its avenues of cypresses, was totally uninhabited; 
and Memo, wIk se progenitors appear to have pur- 
chased^ the manorial ngkts, at some period antecedent 
to the present, of the Badoer &mily, the antient pro- 
prietors, determined to confer the islet as a peaoe- 
oflfering on Giovanni Morosini, the son-in-law of the 
late Doge Orseolo, who was desirous of establishing a 
monastery of the Order of Saint Benedict.' The act 
of donation, which bore date the 20th December, 982, 
was subscribed by the Doge hhnself, the Ducal Notaiy, 
and 180 of tlie principal Houses in Venice; and in 
the conditions attached to the grant, was included the 
important stipulation, that the founder of ^the new 
institution and his descendants should drain the 
marshy ground on the estate, or in the Ticinity, and 
should bring the soil under cultivation.* From this 
ill-judged step evolved the most calamitous results* 



' iSiUiboviiiO (lib. V. p. 218). « Galliciolli (lib. i. c. 5). 

> De Mooaciii, luL ad i btmudo, fol 465. Homaoia (L 26d). 
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In the mean time, the exiles had found ready admit- 
taaoe to the presence of the Emperor; and Otho 
listened mih attention to the words which feU from 

Stefano Calopiini. " Sire," cried the latter, "it is 
at the feet of a Prince, who is the darhng of his 
sahjeeto, the c^oenre of the UniTersey that the vic- 
tims of tyrazmy and misfortime have come to throw 
themselves. Banished fi'om a country, toward which 
we have given so many proofe of our love, our sole 
safety is in yonr protection ; and we rise not till yon 
haye deigned to commiserate onr lot. We assure yon. 
Sire, that we have had no share in the death of the 
excellent Doge Sanudo ; nor in the infi*action of the 
treaties which attached our Commune to your empire ; 
neither have we conrted an alliance with the Greeks^ 
yonr inyeterato enemies. I speak not" (contmned 
Culoprini) ' ' iu the name only of those whom you hchold 
prostrate at your feet, and who aio themselves persons 
of no small consideration, hat in the name of all who 
detest, as we do, the despotism of a feuition, and that 
of a Doge, who lends to it his aid and comiienance." 
The speaker concluded by offering to Otho the sove- 
reignty of Venice and the Adriatic, with the suggestion 
that, so soon as the matter came te a Buocessfol issae, 
he shonld feel a pride and a pleasmre in administering 
the ncw^ province in (lie imperial uame.^ An aiinual 
tribute of one hundred pounds of gold should attest 
his devotion and allegiance; and the Venetian Marine, 



* Caroldo (ii if/. 1 V/ic/<?, p. 39). 
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placed at the disposal of his Majesty, xaigkt matcriallj 
asaisli in the expulsion of tho Sanusens and Gieaks 
from Italy, and in aTenging Basentello. The specious 

eloquence and iiliinsible manner of i]w Emigrant pro- 
duced the desuetl effect ; in his expression of loyal 
affection and fidelity Oalopiini was believed to be 
honest; and Otho agreed, after some hesitation, 
to the plan of this reckless and nnprincipled 
intriguer for annexing the Dogado to Lombardy, and 
a|}pointing him imperml governor of the new Venetian 
Province.* , 

Bnt before sach a project conld be carried into 

execution, it was obviously necessary to reduce the 
Venetians themselves to submission; an edict, sus- 
pending all commercial intercourse between the Re- 
public and the empire, and deekring the islands in a 
state of siege, promised a speedy attainment of that 
object ; and the conspirators, in whose bosom a fierce 
and unnatural hatred of the country of theu birth 
seemed to stifle eveiy noble sentiment, were not 
ashamed to accept the task of enforcmg to their 
utmost power its obseiTance, by superintending in 
person the blockade of the rivers, which disembogue 
in the salt-lagoon, and whose waters usnaUy poured 
into the lap of Yenice a bountiful supply of the neces- 
saries of hfe. At the same time, Oavarzero (Caput 
Afjger{s)j situated within a short distiiuce of Com- 
macchio, sold herself to the enemy for a promise of 



' Mutinelli (Ajmalit pp. dO-1). 
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the mtmicipal franchise ; and Giovanni, Bishop of 
BeUimOy availing himself, by Bnggestion or instmctt 
of the embarrasaed state of the Kepublic, made an 
inroad of a predatory character into Citta Nuuva, iium 
which he returned with an ample booty. 

On the other hand, a decree was published, in the 
name of the Commnne of Venice, lannching a sentence 
of ontlawry against the three Caloprini and their 
accomplices, dechiriug their lauds and effects confis- 
cated, and their funiiies the hostages of the State* 
This edict, however, while it served to gratify the 
popnlar pride and resentment, did not contribute to 
extricate the besieged from their difficulty. By the 
abrupt discontmuance of their intercourse with the 
ports of the Adriatic, which were now miexceptionally 
dosed against the Venetian flag, all communication 
with the mainland was suspended ; and while their 
internal resources were approaching exhaustion, the 
hope of external relief was dissipated by the presence 
of an imperial squadron,^ which had received orders to 
cat off any supplies which might arrive from Dahnatia 
or the East. Tlie dilemma tlierefore seemed hopeless, 
and the voice of distress was soon heard above that of 
indignation. At this critical jonctiue, however, when 
the Republic was almost reduced to a cruel alternative, 
the news reached Yeiiice, that Otho had died of an 
ague at Borne, leaving the reins of government during 
the long minority of his son in the joint hands of 



' Romaniu (L 263). 
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Adelaide and Theophano/ The joyful tidings were 
snbstaniiated by the remoYal of the Intefdieit and by a 
message of condolence from the Coiirt of the Regency; 
and the Venetians, who, for a moment, had despaired 
almost of their liberty and independence^ breathed 
more fi'cely (December, 983) . 

The loBS of his Pkttron, and the frostratioii of 
his projects, gave a terrible blow to the pride and 
ambition of Stefano Caloprini, who found himself 
thrown, by the death of Otho, into a position of 
peculiar embairasament. He feared that, while he 
was an object of aTerdon in the eyes of bis own Com- 
mune, the views of the Court of Verona toward him 
might experience a certain recoil. It was barely likely 
that the former would now listen to terms of accommo- 
dation: the latter might even refiise to shield the 
xebeUions subjects of a friendly 8tate ; and should his 
overtures to Memo be muro successhil than he ex- 
pected, the exile felt a natural repugnance to humble 
himself before a people, oyer whom he had so lately 
hoped to rale with dictatorial power. Yet Stefimo 
appears to have deferred in the end to the wishes of 
his children and adherents, who were anxious to be 
restored to their homes. At hiB soHcitation, Adelaide 
consented to nndertake the task of interoeesion ; and 
the Bepnblie, nnwillmg to displease the Conrt of the 
Eec^ency, acceded without seeming rehictance to the 
return of the emigrants. The elder Caloprini, how- 



' Muratori (v. p. 464). 
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ever, was not spared to avail fainuBelf of the indnlgeiuse 
whieh he had sought; the sense of shame and dis- 
appointment, of baffled spite and defeated ambition, 

rankled too deeply in liis mind ; and his two sons, 
Maiino and Stefano, were iorcod to return fatlieriess 
to a comitry of which thej had deserved so ill. 

On their arrival at Yeniee, the two brothers fonnd 
that tlicir luitagonists, who liad turned the iiiifortimate 
afifair at Olivolo to the best account, still preserved the 
political ascendency which they owed to that circmn* 
stance, and that, while the enlistment of the Doge 
and his kmdred in the ranks of the Moronni rendered 
that family the most powerful in the Republic, the 
same cause operated inversely on the inliucnce of the 
once great Honae of Caioprini. It was with indigna- 
tion and chagrin, that the latter noted the trinmphant 
insolence of the faction wliich had thus usuqied their 
place in the confidence and goodwill of Memo, and the 
impnnity with which the new Hftvonrites of that fickle 
and weak Prince committed acts of the most unwar- 
rantable nature: nor conld they conceal from them- 
selves the mortifying fact that, although their country- 
men might have been led to acquiesce in their recal by 
motives of policy, they wete stUl regarded by eveiy 
dass of the eommnnity with seciet dislike* When 
the state of feeling between the two kadhig families in 
Venice was such, it can hardly be accounted strange, 
that the civil war which had ceased, since tiie death 
of Domenigo Morosini, to occnpy any considerable 
share of pubHc attention, burst forth afresh with more 
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iriolenee and malignity than erer. The di^gracefol 
contest endured thiongh Bevend years, and to sach a 

degree, at last, was the spirit of partizaiiship inflamed 
hy open hostilities aud petty annoyances, that ouc day, 
as Marino and Stefiemo Caloprini were retoming home- 
ward, and were on the point of entering their gondoUi, 
they were overtaken and stabbed by four of tlie adverse 
Faction. The corpses, wluch had dyed with their 
gore the maigin of the Canal where the tragedy took 
place, were secured by some of the servants of the 
fallen noblemen and conveyed to their homes.* 

This catastrophe brought the struggle to a climax. 
The whole capital was resonant with cries of horror. 
All demanded justice ; some clamoured for blood ; and 
in the puignancy of lier giief and the height of her 
indignation, the mother of the Caloprini was heard 
to invoke the corse of Heaven on the heads of the 
murderers. It was in vain, too, that the Doge dis- 
claimed any cognizance of the authors of the recent 
outrage ; the people^ pronounced it intolerable, that 
their lives and their liberties should be placed at the 
arbitrement of a profligate fiu^tion and of a prince 
who stooped to connive at its worst acts ; and after 
a not uneventful reitrn of nearly twelve years, the 
successor of Sanudo Y. prudently concealed his shame 
and apprehensions beneath the cowl (991) . 

Had the lot of Txibuno Memo been cast in the 



' Sagorikinus (Chron. 84); Dandolo (lib. viii. p. 221). 
' " A quo tnmen facinorc licet Dux se inculpabilfan rcddCTCt, noimulli 
tiuncu cum cousciuui aiiirmubunt." — Dandolo, 
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eighth, instead of the tenth centniy, it is to be 
suspected that his &te would have bemi more eniel ; 

had he lived two centuries later, it is not too much 
to predict, that he would scarcely have met with 
treatment so gentile. Not less bitter, perhaps, were 
the reflexions of Memo, as he returned to take a 
last farewell of San Marcuola, before he entered the 
precincts of San Zaccaria, and to catch a glimpse 
of that smiling garden, tliose shaded grounds, and 
that tranquil retreat, which he left to mount a 
throne, where he had found little else than briars and 
thorns. 

Six days subsequontly to his eurolment among the 
Brethren of San Zaccaria, the ex-Doge died in a 
sudden and unexpected manner. His remains were 

consigned \nth due Bolomnity to the vault, v^licro re- 
posed already the sacred ashes of Angelo Badoer and 
Fietro Tribune, the two heroes of Albiola;^ and the 
bust of Memo, which was afterward placed on a 
pedestal in San Giorgio Maggiore, shewed that the 
monks of Saint Benedict did not forget how mnch 
their order was indebted to the patron of GioTanni 
Morosini. 



' Mcnioriie Tribuni Memt Optimi Prinrijm^ qui lactiosiH urbe pulsis, 
inde Octonis II. Cesaris odio in Bern, mirificd eluao, de eiulcia ubiq. 
pTOBMatitiiii vt ctcmm ciinq» ccrtioran adipleeietar g^oriam, abdicato 
impciK^ hue iiurolain monadnis ineoiltiit, ae ijjiiadcai iostitiiti Tiris pift 
lega^it. Fidem grati animi ergo posncrc mdcz. Deeeant dccocxcii. This 
is the epitaph of Memo in San Giorgio Mnjrpiore, and has been here 
given as a curiosity. — Sanmiomo ( V. D. v. p. 220). So much fi>r moQU- 
meutal iu^^iptiaiu ! 
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Memo W80 Biioc66ded by Fiotro, tho only son of 

Orseolo tho Holy. The new Doge was just enttiiug 
his thirtieth jear» ha^g hem bom in 960 or 9G1 ; 
and the People in giying him their soffiRBges, felt 
a seeiet presentiment, that hia sabaeqnent career 

would justhy theii- ciioice, and leaiize tiie pitidictiou 
of his aaiaUj parent* 
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A J>. 901-1084. 

Oneolo IT., Doge (991-1 008>— Acquisition of Dalmatia and Aamnpdoo 
of the Title (998)— Orscolo III., Doge (1 008-2.7)— Pietro Rnrbo- 
lano, Dofje (1026) — Oreo Orscolo, Vice- Dotjo- Donietii^^o FInbenigo, 
Doge {^lu;i;}-43) — ^Abolition of Hereditary bucct^ou aud^\ji80cintiou 
'Donenigo CoBtaiini, Doge (ia4a-71V-Bev«lt of Zm (1050) 
— Donailgo ScIto, Dogs (1071-84)— Battles of DnnatBO and Cocfii 
(1081-4)-I>epQiitioo of Belvo (1064). 

On liis accession to power, Orseolo II.* hastened to 
invite ihe attention of Adelaide and Tlieophano to 
the inroad of Giovaimi, Bishop of Bellnno* in 983, 
into the confines of Citta Nnova ; and the court of 
the Regency, still prepossessed in favuiu- of the Vene- 
tians, granted with readiness the prayer of Mauhzio 
Morosini, the Ducal enToy and advocatei for an inqniiy 
into that inexcvaable act of aggresmon. The evidence 
adduced before the imperial Tribunal at Paria, was 
clear and circumstantial ; the conterminous line of 
'Venice and Belluno was carefiilij denned ; and the 



* In ihe ttSgik of Oneolo n., we have tfieadTaatago of a eonteoiporaij 
chroaick r, Sagorninu8( Cftroiu'cum FefwAMiatfaNinMt 1008). Sagommos 
lived during the reigns of Orseolo and lUB aoD, and aorTiTod almost to the 
middle of the eleroith oentuiy. 
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Bishop was fonnally adjudged to offer snitable repa- 
ration for the damage which he had inflicted. The 
Folate, however, having found some technical ilaw 
m the fonn of procedure, appealed against this de- 
cree. A second trial was demanded and allowed. It 
brought a similar result. The doubts of Giovanni were 
removed bj a distinct intunation from the Court of 
Pavia that, nnless he satisfied without delay the jndidal 
award, recourse must be had to measures of a more 
trenchant nature ; and the stubborn churchman, awed 
into obedience by the peremptory tone of the Em- 
press, vented his spleen by ordering all the Venetian 
residents of BeUuno to quit that city and see. 
Orseolo thereupon pubhshed, as a coercive measure of 
tried efficacy, a decree which directed a suspension 
of tiie usual eommereial interconise between Bellmio 
and tlio Lagoou.^ The ingenious pohcy, by wkuli 
the Eepubhc had insensibly engrossed the bulk of the 
trade of the Adriatic, once more made its effects ap- 
parent in the speedy sabmisdon of the Bishop, who 
soon found his suppHcs run short ; and the difference 
having been settled satisfactorily after some delay and 
dispute, the relations of Giovanni with the Venetian 
Commnne regained in due course their original foot- 
ing, alLhuugh it may be safely assumed that the former 
chafed not a httle at the retribution for an act which 



* According to Marin (U. 233), Uie suspending decree was oonceircd 
Uiiu:~"ClBe neaBan Vencto aidisea pin portani ndDa giurii^Boiie dd 
YeNOTO di BeUimo, ne ftr oontntto ooo le popohnoiu da Ini 
dependentL*' 
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he had eonunitted eight jem before with the fall 
confidence of impfimity.^ 

A short time anterior to the abdication of the late 
Doge, his son Manrizio* was sent to Constantino], )le 
to conduct and sign a new commercial treaty between 
the Bepnblio and the Empire ; and the noble ambas- 
sador was just arranging the preHmmaries, when the 
news of his father's deposition and death recalled liim 
to Venice. The negotiation was at present, therefore, 
in a state of abeyance ; and Orseolo, folly sensible of 
the advantage of an early settlement of so important 
a question, sent two representatives, Pietro Barbolano 
and Pietro Giustiniaui, in the same year (991) to the 
Byzantine Court, to treat in his name and that of 
the BepabHc» with BasiUns and Oonstsntme, who stiU 
jointly ruled the eastern remnant of the empire of 
Augnstns. The result of this mission, which was 
eminently successful, was a ckrysobok,^ in which the 
exemptions already enjoyed by the Venetian traders 
in Constantinople, and thronghont the realm, were 
conliiiiicd, and the duty, chargeable on each cargo 
. of Venetian produce or merchandise in Greek ports, 
was zednced from twenty-Jive to two soldi* The former 
rate, whieh was of conrse designed by the Imperial 
Govemment to be protective, was undoubtedly far too 
heavy; but the lucrative nature of the new tariff was. 



* Sagominus contcmp. ChrameMf p. 86; Dandolo (lib. ix. ch. 1). 

* Sagonumu (droM.) ; F. GimtbLnl, Ckrtmka, p. 88 (King^s MSS. 

148). 

* MAiin (il. p. 211) ; De^iiiig {Commtree du Levant, L p. 161). 
VOL. I. 14 
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on the eontraiy* most highly caLcnhited to adfance the 
national prosperity of Venice, by throwing open the 

adviuitages of commerce to more general enterprise 
and competition. 

The relations of the Bepnblic with the Oennim 
empire of the West were formally renewed in an 
interview, wliich Otho III. granted at Mullhaiisen to 
Giovanni the Dean,^ on the 19th July, 992 ; and 
those relations were still farther improved in a second 
andience, to which the Emperor admitted the Dean 
and Pietro Gradenigo, on the Ist ^Liy, 99G. By 
these two treaties: 1. The grants of Otho 11. and liia 
predecessors were confirmed* 2, The right of the 
Venetians to hont and fish, on certain easy condi- 
tions, ill the woods and rivers of Lombardy, was also 
rccognizj d. 8. A treaty was sanctioned with the 
Bishop of Treidso, by which the dnty payable on each 
gallon of wine imported by Venetian traders into that 
diocese, was fixed at half a dannro, and on the salt 
and other commodities, at a fortieth part of the whole/ 
4. A similar treaty was sanctioned with the Bishop of 
Oeneda, by which it was stipulated that the port of 
Gmaro, on the Livenza, ten miles from Aquileia,' 
should belong to the Bepubhc, in consideration of a 
certain smn of ready money, an annual titbnte of 
' sixty pounds of oil firom tiiie Ducal Fisc, and an 

* He wwaeoompaniedl^GiQTaiiidOneo^tl^ 

} et still of tender jean. 
" rro\ idctl, however, tlmt tbe amount of salteieeeded tbfee himdred 

bushels; otlicrwinc no charf/c was to be exacted. 
' Mariao Sanudo {Jtinerario^ 145), 
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oblation of eqnal valae to the church of San Tiziano, 
by eachYenetiaii xesideiit. 6. The port of Sua IGchele 
del Quarto, on the Silis, was opened to the Bepnblic. 

6. All runaway serfR, wlio might take reftigc in the 
imperial domiuions, were to be restored to their Ve- 
netiaa ownen, 7. The chum of the Bepublic to any 
proped^, i^ch her citizens might have acquired in 
Loiiibai'dy, wiis fully ullfjwod. 8. Any Yeuetiiiu, who 
was guilty of a cnme or ojQ:enco of whatever nature, 
was to be amenable only to a Yenetiaii tribunal*^ A 
fine of 500 ponnds of gold (Ure pieeiole)9 one mdefy 
of which was payable to the imperial treasury, the 
other to the aggrieved person, was incurred by any 
subject of Otho, who sliould violate the provisions of 
the new International Treaty. 

The highly advantageons compacts which he had 
thus made with the empires of the East and West, did 
not satisfy tlie ambition of OrBcoio; that patriotic 
prince, intent on promoting the wel&re of his conntiy, 
and anxious to afford Venetian enterprise a wider 
sphere of action, determined, in spite of the prejudices 
of the age in which he hved, to enter into negotiations 
of a similar character with the misbehevers of Barbaiy, 
Egypt,* Syria, and Tartaiy. A contemporary writer 
affirms that the Doge succeeded in establishing rela- 



' Filinsi (Ricerche Sforiche sulC opportiinitn della Laguna Veneta pel 
Com mere io, 45; and Sui AtUico Commercio dei Veneziani^ pp. 27-32). 

' Sagomiuiu contemp. ChrotUcon Venetum, The Venetkiis Tiaited 
Aksamdria, in Egypt, in the early pert of the nintli ecntofyt at the 
period of the trenaletion ( f Saint Meik (829), two merehantB hehmgiiig 
to the Bcpublie were tnidaog in that port with ten gelleys. 
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UouB of a friendly and fovonrable character with the 

Saracens of Italy, Sicily, and Alj:^ers ; history also 
speaks with some confidence of the treaties,^ which 
his envoys ooncladed on behalf of the merchants of 
Venice, with the khan of the Crimea, and the petty 
princes of Cairo, Damascus, Medina, ami Tunis;* and 
the chronicle of the monastery of Cava relates how, 
in 987, fonr years before the accession of Orseoloy 
some large Venetian ships stayed at Salerno on their 
way to Syria, and huw not nnfrequently the merchant- 
men of the BepubUc foundered in that neighbourhood 
with rich caigoes.' In the last-named city, the Vene- 
tians possessed from a very remote epoch a church, . 
an oven, and Bevcral houses. 

But while the sagacious and enlightened policy of 
the Bepnblic was thns directing itself to the exten- 
sion or improvement of her commercial relations 
with various Emopean and Asiatic powers, an event 
occurred, which might well tempt men who remem- 
bered the bad times of Sanndo IV. and of Tzibuno 
Memo, to imagine that the Goddess oi i ortime had 
been lioaidiug her favours of late years, in order to 
lavish them more prodigally on the conntiy of the 
Doge Orseolo. About a century before his time, 
the Venetian traders, seriously iiiinoycd aud alarmed 
by the piratical and predatory incursions of the 



* FoBcaiini (IM ViaggitOori Vmimudi Arch, Slor, ItaL iv.) ; De 
Ifomdi, fit 41 (Add. MSS. 8574). 
» Filiu>^i (Memorie, Ti. p. 241); rUd. {Bieerche, 87). 
> Apud Munt Ti. 
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Naientines, had entered ^ into a private arrangement 

by which they consented to purchase a security for 
their vessels and merchandise with a yearly tnbate* 
Orseolo, properly conddermg that Bach a eompromise, 
under whatever snhteifoge or disguise, east a grave 
reflexion on the national honom*, without providing 
any durable remedy for the evil, refused, shortly alter 
his entzy into ofiice, to sanction any future remit- 
tances; the tax was, consequently, discontinued in 
996; and so vehement was the ire of the Corsairs at 
this inf?olent hma-h o f/aith on the part of the RepubHc, 
that it was judged expedient to despatch six armed 
galleys to the Adriatic, under the command of Badoer 
Bra^Adino, to protect the Venetian flag, and to clear 
the Gulf.* That sinall squadron, as it cruised along 
the opposite shore, met and defeated a Narentine fleet 
of greatly superior force, and after taking by storm the 
citadel of Lissa, ' one of their strongest fostnesses, 
returned to the Lagoon wiUi an aui^ie booty and a 
considerable number of prisoners. 

By a somewhat curious synchronism, a deputation 
from the maritime towns of the opposite coast had lately 
waited on Orseolo,^ partly at the suggestion of the 
\'euetian residents of Zara and Justinople, and having 
represented to him the cruel and intolerable nature of 
the tyranny, which they were at present suffering at the 

' Saudi (i. p. 330) ; Tic|K)l() (Di.si orxi, i. pp. G4-G5). " Comme dc nos 
jours," obscnes Salvcrtc ({>. 61), les puisaaaccs europccnncs cn pajaicat 
un uux nations borbait^ues.** 

* HarL MSS. No, 8549; P. Giutiidfliii, Kiog*8 H8& 148, fd. 83. 

* Sagoniitraa conteiDp. Gbvn* 03. 
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hands of the petty BOTeieigns of Dahnatia and Groatia» 
as well as the hearjr losses whieh, to some extent in 

common with the Republic, they contiiuiLd to expe- 
liencc &om the inroads of the pirates, had expressed a 
wish to ameliorate their condition 1^ changing their 
masters. This manifestation of the good-will of the Dal- 
matians and Istrians toward his Commmie,* and the 
impoiiant successes since obtained by Badoer Bragadino 
with the little squadron under his orders, brought the 
Doge to the natural conclusion that the conquest of 
the whole line of coast might be compassed without 
much difficulty. The Deputies wore consequently 
dismissed with the con^dent assurance of early relief. 
In the Popular Assembly, a proposition, on which much 
diversity of opinion might reasonably exist, was receired 
mill <.^encral favour and enthusiasm ; from hi6 new 
project the Doge found few dissentient voices: and 
some months after the departure of the Dalmatian de- 
legates, two hundred tessels of all sail might be seen 
moored among the shallows of Malamooco and Caorlo, 
awaiting the signal to weigh anchor for the Dalmatian 
expedition. The supreme command of the fleet was 
left to Orseolo himself. The lieutenants of the Doge 
were Andrea Michieli and Luca Baroszi.* 

It was on the 18th May, 997, that the fleet left its 
moorings, and pointed its prows toward Oliyolo, where 
the Doge was reeeiyed by Bishop Gradenigo, and con- 
ducted to the church of San Fietro. There, after tiie 

' Lucius (De Btgno Dalmatia et Croattir, lib. iii. ch. ii.) 
* Cftfvmefo Veneame (toL i fiiL 60{ Add. W& 867&). 
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usual pieliminaiy of mass, the blessmg of Heaven was 
ixiToked on the new tmdertaking; and, at the conda- 
fidon, Gradenigo deliyered to Orseolo, with a few 

\v(nds of encouragement and flattery, the great 
standard of Saint Mark.^ The Doge then re- 
embiurked, and proceeded to Giado, where he was 
met by the Patriarch Yitali Sanndo, foUowed by 
a iiuluiiiii procession of the clerg}- and the people : 
Ills Serenity received at the hands of Sanudo the 
Sacred Banner of San Ermacora. From Grado the 
whole armament Bailed sacoessiTely to Firanoy Omago, 
Emonia, Parenzo, RoTigno, Pola, Zara, Spalatro, 
Trau, Ossero, Arbo, VegUa, Sebonigo, Belgrade, 
Lenigrado, oud Curzola. All those places appeared 
to welcome the Venetians as their deliyerers, and each 
readily took an oath of allegiance to its new suzerain. 
At Zara, wliere the merchants of Venice had formed 
their earhest settlements, and where the people exhi- 
bited peculiar ferronr, Oreeolo spent six days ; and 
during that period arriyed a deputation from Dirds- 
laus, Ivin^f of Croatia, whose alarm at tlie successful 
progress of the expedition rendered him desirous of con- 
ciliating the Bepnbhc. The ambassadors of Dircislaua 
were, from motiyes which will become apparent, dis- 
missed without an audience. At Trau,' he found 
the brotlier of the King, Cresimir by name, who im- 
plored his Serenity to aid him in establishing a joint 
claim to the throne of his frither, from which he 

' Srfeominus contemp. Chron. 95. 

' Lucius {^Mmorie iitoriche cU TraUt p. 11). 
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stated Hiat be had been veoently dxnren by ibe perfidy 

of Dircislaus. Orseolo entertained the matter favour- 
ably, and even consented shortly afterward (998) as 
a mark of bis Mendabip and esteem, as well as on 
grounds of commercial policy,^ to tbe miion of bis 

own daughter Hicela %Yilh the son of the Cioalian 
prince. 

So far tbe enterprise bad amonnted scarcely to more 
than a triompbal procession. Everywhere, excepting 

at Ciirzola, which u&ie J a U mporary opposition to the 
Venetian arms, the same readiness, and even alacrity, 
bad been displayed to bow tbe neck to tbe yoke of tbe 
Islanders ; and certainly, if a deduction may be formed 
from the joyons reception, which awaited Orseolo at all 
ibe places which be visited along the coast, it may be 
inferred that tbe annexation of tbe maritime towns of 
Istria and Dabnatia to tbe Dogado was felt, at tbe 
time, to be a measure of inutnal advantage. 

But the campaign was far hom being at a close. A 
great impediment was still to be conqnered. Leeina, 
the principal member of the Blyric gronp, and tbe 
chief resort of the Pirates, still remained imtakeu ; 
and the Doge, having sent ten galleys from Trau^ to 
ravage tbe coast of Narenta, hastened with the main 
squadron to accomplish that object. Tbe position of 
Lesina, which lay about midway between Brazza and 
Curzolaf was rendered almost inaccessible by tbe 
breakers and crags, which jutted ont in all directions 

' IMudndli {Del Commercio de FenerioM^ p. 19). 
* SagoniiiMis eontempb CAixm. d7. 
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firom tlie slinrr, and obstructed in a large measure the 
naTigation of the Gnlf ; the torn itself, which was 
strongly fortified, was approaeha})le on the side of the 
sea only by a steep escarpment ; * and the inhabitants, 
while they half inclined to the general superstitiou that 
the place was impregnable, were folly prepared, should 
the Venetians persist in their undertaking,' to sell their 
hbertics and their hvca at a dear rate. Orscolo, how- 
ever, entered the harbour without hesitation ; and the 
usual sommons to soirender having produced no effect, 
an Older was given to coinmence the assanlt. In a 
short time, every element of medieval warfare was 
brought into play ; volleys of stones and clouds of 
arrows darkened the air ; and while the arbalisters and 
engineers took more deliberate aim at the enemy with 
their cross-bows and mangonels, the citizens them- 
S( h < gathering courage from despair, hurled from 
the heights eveiy missile, which yielded to their 
strength. But the steady discipline of the besi^ers 
gradually overcame every difficulty; the Lesinese 
shrank in dismay from the tempest of stones and 
darts, which poured without cessation over their walls ; 
the escaipment was scaled ; a tower was invested and 
taken ; the Venetians entered the town ; and, after a 
brief interval of Hcence and confusion, the anival of 
the Doge restored order. The judicious clemency of 

' We Icarn from Cicero {Ep, ad Familiaret^ lib. v. cp. 10), that this 
Toy tlroD^iold had defied, one thocmuid yettm befiire tbe birth of Oneolo^ 
the utmost eflforts of the Roman ^'tiieral, YatiiiiiiB| who wm oh^ged to 
nuie the siege of Lcsina, after taking four towcn. 

* gaipiniiiiiu ooutmp* Chrom, lOi. 



Digitized by Google 



218 



TORT OF VENICE. 



Oiseolo conciliated the esteem of the Tanqniahed ; and 
BQch was the powerfhl effect, which the lednetion of a 

place, generally thought to be unassailable, produced 
on its neighbours that, so soon as she heard of the 
faR of Lesina, the htUe Republic of Bagosa despatched 
an embassy to offer her allegiance to the conqneror.' 
At the flame time, the ten galleys which had under- 
taken to lay waste the coast of Karenta, rejoined the 
main sqaadion with forty Croatian piizes; and this 
collateral snceess, which might be partly instnunental 
in humihating King Dircislaus, aflbrded no shght 
satisfaction to Oxseolo. Having thus, in the course of 
a few months* completed the object of hia expedition^ 
the Doge condnded the campaign by dictating terms 
to the sea-robbers of Narenta ; and Orseolo, having at 
length returned to the capital, and commmiicated to 
the National Arrengo the wondexfdl soccess which 
had attended the arms of the Republic, was solemnly 
proclaimed Doge of Venice and Dalmatia 
The assumption of this lofty and ambitions appellation 
seems to have been mitirelj in hannony with the 
notions of sovereignty generally prevalent at that 
epoch. The incomplete conquest and precarious 
tenore of a few hundred miles of the Dalmatian sea- 
board sufficed, in the eyes of the Venetians, to con- 
stitute Dalmatia itself into an integral portion of their 
dominions ; and it is a circumstance strikingly charac- 
teristic of the age, that in confening new honours 

' Luccari (Annuli di Ilaf^tsa, p. 7). "On ]^lnpo vera 656," sftys 
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upon the Crom, no attempt iras made to diseriminate 
between an immense tract of eomitry in ^bich the 

Bt'pnljlic had little or no temtoriiil interest and over 
a small portion only of wliicii she exercised the barest 
of feudal rights, and the Ifllands^ to which she enjoyed 
the fbllest preaeriptiye and possessory title. 

A wide discrepancy existed iu tho disposition, which 
the seyeral towns of Dalmatia had exhibited toward 
Orseolo and the Eepnblic : but the same yoke was 
riveted on all. The government ci the new province 
was assigned to a certain nnmber of Yenetiaii citizens, 
who were nominated by the Doge, and on whom liia 
Serenity in some cases conferred, besides the oflicial 
designation of Fodesta, the honorary title of Count. 
Thus his son, Ottone Orseolo, although he had reached 
only the tender age of eight years, became I'udLsta and 
Count of Kagusa ; Mafifeo Giustiniani was sent, at the 
same time, and wit^ a similar object, to Zara; Yitali 
Michieli, to Belgrade ; Marino Memo^ to Cnrzola and 
some of the islets in the vicinity ; Giovanni Oomaro, 
to Sebcnigo ; and Domenigo Polani, to Trau. Each 
fief was required to bring a yearly subsidy to the 
tieasDiy of Saint Mark* Pola engaged to send two 
thousand pounds of oil, as well as a free gift of cotton 
to the reigning Dogaressa;^ Ossero, forty sables; 
YegJia, hfteen sables and thirty fox-skins ; and Aibo, 
ten pounds of silk. Moreover, Fola undertook to 
guard the Dabnatian coast between her promontory 
and Roviguo ; and Spalatro was bound to furnish three 

I Maitiiio da CuMle iCrmuea Venela, ch. 
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yessek of war which, in ordinary timeB, might be 
applied to a like purpose, and at seaaons of ezigeney 
form part of a contingent. So to as regards the 

amouut of the tribute, exacted from the other depen- 
dencies of ilie Bepuhlic, it is to be supposed that it 
was regulated by the wealth and geographical position 
of the tribntary.^ 

Subsequently to 998, the Chapters of Trau nuil 
Spalatro, which had hitherto confined their loyal en- 
thusiasm to the praises of the Pope and the Emperor, 
included in their litany the name of the Doge of 
Venice, whose virtues they commemorated, after those 
of hiti HoHness, in choms, and on whose head they 
invoked every blessing and benefit in perpetuity. The 
new htany opened thus:' **ExauM^ Ckriste^ Exaudif 
Ckriste: Christus vifwit, Chmtus rcgnaty Christus mperat. 
To Our Most Pioub and Blessed Father, the Most 
]\Ierciful Silrcsltr, hy Divine Providence the Sacred 
Pontiff of the holy Boman and universal Church, be 
praise, honour, and grace, and heavenly triumph. 
Christus rincit, Christus re^mt^ Christus inipcrat. To 
Our Most Serene and Excellent Prince and Sovereign, 
rietro Orscoloy by the Grace of God, Doge of Venice 
and Dalmatia, be honour, praise, and glory, and per- 
petual triumph/' The Venetians of that day justly 
re<zar<led this as a flattering tribute paid to them, and 
to the eminent man who then occupied the first place 
in their Commune ; and the sequel will shew that at 

» Daiulolo (111), ix ch. i.) ; Filiasi (vi. pp. '2G2-.'}). 
Johanucs Lucius {De Hegno DalmaUa: cl Croatue, lib. ii. p. 72). 
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the time when 'it was effected, and long afterward, the 

introduction of the name of tlie Doge of Venice into 
the Dalmatian litanioB was very far from being a mere 
formalism. 

In the following year (999) the forty Croatian gal- 
leons, which the VenetKuis haJ taken in the hite 
campaign, were restored at the repeated intreaty of 
DiicialaoB, with the exception of aiz which the Doge 
ehose to reserve as a material guarantee. At the same 
time, the pretensions of Cavarzero to tlio conterminons 
territory of Cenia and Loredo, whicli had been un- 
justly assigned to her, in 982, by Otho II., were 
annnUed; and the dose of the centnry was also marlsed 
by the acquisition of the town of Pieye di Sacco, situated 
near Padua, twenty-five miles from Venice,* which ten- 
dered her allegianee to the Republic with an engage- 
ment to remit to the Ducal Fisc an annual tribute of 
200 pounds of cotton, on the express condition of total 
exemption from the Bipatico, Teloneo, and other dues 
of the Dogado.' 

The year 998, which witnessed the triumphal entiy 
of Orseolo the Second into his capital, was also marked 
by the airival of Otho lU. in Italy. The prodigious 
successes of the Doge, and the &me of his exploits, 
had found an echo in the most remote portions of 
Greimany ; and the Emperor himself was possessed by 
a strong desire to enjoy and cultivate the Mendahip of 

* Samido (Hmeram per la Tem/frma Vaiegiwm tmmo 1488; 

Padova, 1847, 4.) 

• Mvin (iL 319). 
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the man who had laieed his caimtrf to Biudi a con- 
spienotts poEdtion m so short a time. Accordingly, 

'vviieu the Bean, who had waited on his Majesty at 
Mullbanseu iu 992, and again in 996, as the diplomatic 
agent of the BepnbliCy presented himself at Bavenna, 
to commmiicate the diangea which had taken place in 
Istria and Dalmatia, Otho handed to the envoy a letter 
addressed to Orseolo, in which he unfolded his intention 
of pacing a secret irisit to Bialto» adding, that a soli- 
citude to drink the waters of Pomposa wonld be the 
ostensible object of his jonmey. With six companions, 
habited like himself in the weeds of pilgrims, the Em- 
peror started from Bavenna in a bark> which conveyed 
him so far as the harbour of Goro, on the Adriatic ; 
and thence he repaired to the Abbey of Ban Scrvolo in 
BialtOi where the Doge was holding himself in readi- 
ness to receive his distingnished gaest, and to escort 
him to the Palace. Four days formed the period of 
the Emperor's stay. Daring that brief space, Orseoio 
dined at noon in public as usual, to avoid suspicion, 
his Majesty remaining in the private apartment, which 
had been prepared in the eastern wing of Saint Mark's 
for his reception.^ The remainder of the time was 
spent in discourse and devotional exercises, and the 
Emperor and his Seienii^ partook together of the 
uveiiing mciil. \Viicn the fourth day arrived, md 
Otho prepared to take his leave, the Doge presented 
to him, as a fioewell gift, a costly silver chalice and an 



' Sn^minuf) co&toi^ Chnnueon VenMiimf Mutiiidli (CMtema 

VeneziwMf p. 52), 
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ivoiy ehair. It ia said that 00 early as 992| even 
before the aeqnisitioii of Dahnatia added so largely to 

the glory of Orseolo, the Emi)oror had exhibited his 
personal esteem for him by requesting leave, which 
ifBB easily granted, to xe-christen the Doge'B second 
son Pielro, after himself, Otho (or Ofctone) Orseolo. 
On parting, the two Mends kissed and embraced each 
other, and» says a contemporary, both wept." ^ 
Shortly after his departoie, Orseolo convoked the 
Popular Assembly ; and having disclosed the rank and 
name of his recent visitor, liis Serenity announced that, 
at his solicitation, the £mperor had consented to waive 
the tribute of doth of gold, with which his Commmie 
had Ijccn accustomod, since 982, to buy the privilege of 
free trade in the ports of Italy.* 

Nor were the exertions of Orseolo confined within 
the narrow compass of Dalmatia. In the month of 
April, lOOi, the Saracens laul biege to Bari, in Apulia ;* 
the city was reduced, during the whole summer of that 
year, to a state* of strict blockade ; and the Baiese 
were already beginning to yield to the slow influence 
oi famine when, in the middle of October, a powerful 
squadron ( inmanded by Orseolo in person entered 
the port without the cognizanoe of the enemy, and 
threw a laige body of troops into the place/ * On the 
following day (Oct. 16) , the confederates, led by the 



* Sagoramiu (CkroiL 107). ' Sagoniiiii»i wMngprA, 

* Sagominus (Chron. 110) ; Fietro GiofltiDiaiii, Ckrotdea H r«w<ia, 
]». 84 (King's MSS. No. 148). 

* Bkndiu (F«ii««(»icm OuUt^ p. 8) ; PUiui (^«rcA«, p. 200). 
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Doge and the imperial Oatapan, made a sudden and 
saeceasM sally; and the Saracens, who were eom- 

pletely taken by suq^rise at the an-ival of 8o great a 
reinforcemcut, found thcmselYes under the necessity of 
rdsing the siege. It is easy io coneeiYe that this 
important service was gratefnlly acknowledged by the 
Byzantine Couii;, which still asserted a right of sove- 
reignty over the south of Italy. But, although the 
saccessor of Otho IDE., who had died at Bome in the 
preceding year, ratified without comment the commer- 
cial charter of the Eepublic, and recognised Orseoio 
as Doge of Venice and Dahnatia/ it becomes a qnes- 
tion whether that prince was not more vexed by the 
participation of the Venetians in the triumph of the 
Greek Emperor, than he was pleased by the share 
which ihey bote in the discomfiture of the common 
enemy.' 

It has now been seen how Orseoio II. subjected to 
the sway of the Republic tlie towns on the Dalmatian 
littoral, and the Blyric Islands, which at least exchanged 
an equable and constitutional tyranny for the multi- 
form and capricious oppression of the Pirates of the 
Adriatic and of the i)etty despots of Croatia ; how, in 
his time, the Bepnblic not only acquired the sove- 
reignty'of that sea, of which her position seemed to 
point her out as the Mistress and the Guardian, but 
became a distinguished member of the European Con- 
federacy ; and how the Doge curbed the inroads of the 



> Paadolo (lib, u. p. 232). 



' Lebeau (xiii. p. 200). 
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Narentmes, and taught them to tremble ajb the name 
of Venice. It is time to tnm to his works of peace. 

In the course of two centuries, a large portion of the 
towB of Grado had fskHen in ruins, partly owing to the 
gradual process of natural decay, and partly to the 
deleterions atmosphere of the Lagoon. The Boge 
entirely rebuilt and refortified the town at his own 
expense, and under the western tower he chose a 
Boitable plot of ground, on which he erected a resi- 
dence for himself. To the same mnnificent hand 
several of the public edilices in the other Islands were 
indebted for their restoration or embellishment. The 
Dacal Pakce in the capital received important addi- 
tions : and at Citta Nnoya, the profoseness of Orseolo 
again displayed itself in the construction of another 
house for his occasional occupation, with a private 
chapel adjoining. It was by these means that the 
fiuttily to which this Prince belonged acqmred power 
and popularity in their native city, and that the 
Republic rose to that ^eatnoss and world-wide 
renown, which led foreign Potentates to feel that their 
dignity was neither lessened nor compromised by 
intermarriage with the offspring or kin of the chief 
magistrate of the Venetians. Li 998, Hicela Orseolo, 
the Doge's daughter, wedded Stephen, the nephew, 
and ultimately the successor, of the King of Croatia ; 
his second son, Ottone, was betrothed to the sister of 
the King of Huiigarj'; and his eldest son Giovanni 
was united, about the year 1005, to Maria, the daugh- 
ter of Bomanus Argyms, and the niece of Basilios 

VOL. I. 15 
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and CoostoDtiney the joint Emperara of the East.* 
The nttptialfl of Maria Argyra and Giovanni Oraeolo 

were solemnized at Constantinople witli tlie samo 
pomp and splendour as was customarj at the bridal 
of the GsDBara; the Patriarch of the Greek Chmch, 
hartng pronounced his blessing on the yonthfbl couple, 
placed on the ])rows of each a golden diadem ; and 
their Majesties, desirous of conferring on their nephew 
some signal mark of distinction, created him a Greek 
patrician* After &e celebration of the ceremony, and 
the accompanying festivities which were extended over 
a term of three days, the Prince returned T\-itli his 
bride to Venice, where he presented Maria to her 
fatare &ther ; and amid the general enthusiasm which 
prevailed on this auspicious occasion, the latter was 
invited by the people to admit his eldest son to a 
share in the chief auUioxity, and to declare him liis 
soooessor.' 

Bat shortly after the association of Giovanni, Venice 

was ^'isited by an unforeseen :ind aw liil cuilamity. ' In 
1006, a comet appeared in the heavens, and the Islands 
were desolated by the simultaneous ravages of plague 
and fiunine which, in the course of a few weeks, 
decimated her scanty population:* and among the 
victims of the epidemic, were Giovanni liimself and his 
youthfol consort, who were laid side by aide in the 

' SHgonuiiUH { Chron. 113). * Saiuoviiio (lib. xiii. p. 552), 

• SagoniiuuB {Chron. 117). 

* Qninto deeiiiio Duds anno,** says Daadolo (lib. iz. p. 47^ ^'finm 
eC mortalites fault fiiit in VeaetiA, et per totam pane orbem, ut vacttitet 
Mspak^binB cmn mortiiis obracrQitar.** 
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Mme vanity in order that {he aahes of thoee who had 

been miited in life might mm^^e in death. The loss 
of the child who had been the earUest heir of his 
House and name, and on whcnn he had confidently 
counted as hia saeceasory ma a erael trial of the for- 
titude of the hereaved parent ; his energy and spirit 
were broken by such a sudden and severe ailliction, 
and although the YenetiaaB hastened, in their torn, to 
afford ereiy solace in tiieir power to one who, in the 
hour of their distress, liiiJ exhibited such Idnd and 
anxious conccm, and although they prevailed on him 
to associate his second son the Count of Bagufia^ the 
iUnstrions Orseolo sorvived GiovBimi scarcely more 
tlian a twelvemonth. This eminent man was, at the 
time of hia death (lOUb) , only in his forty-seventh 
year ; and so deep were the reverence and love which 
were borne to him by every class of the commnnity, 
that liis son Ottone, who was not more tliau two-and- 
twenty,* was allowed by genend acquiescence to remain 
in sole possession of the chief magistral^. Nor did the 
new Doge prove himself unworthy of the national con- 
fidence, and of such a father. 

It mnst i^pear strange that, by the will of the late 
DogOy an entire third of his vast property was declared 
appHcable to the support of the Festc Delle J\Iane,^ which 
had now acquired considerable importance and popu- 
larity. Another portion was divided among his six 
children, his consort Maria, who surnved her hus- 
band, having taken the vow of chastity, and become 

■ Si^SoramiUi eontoap. iCkrom, 110). 

15 — 2 
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a rednae in one of the Venetian conTents. The residne 
was distribntecl among sevend churches and charitable 

institutions. Testamentary records, snch as tbe fore- 
going document, are most useful aids to histoiy, inas- 
mnch as they afford an insight, which it iQight be 
otherwise difficult to obtain, into the social state of 
Venice during the eaiiicr ages of the commojiwcalth, 
no less than into the moral tone which prevailed at 
the same ^och; and the present instmment espe- 
dallj, considered in connexion with the large sums 
which he had cxpondcJ in pnl)lic works during his Hfc- 
time,^ will enable us to appreciate the amphtude of the 
piivate means of the second Orseolo. 

On the parent of the late Doge, whose adirentnre 
with the Gascon abbot forms snch a romantic episode 
in the annals of the tenth century, posterity has con- 
sented to bestow the title of Orseolo the Holy; his 
more cdebrated descendant may, witli at least equal 
propriety, he distingnished as Orseolo the MagriiJicenL 

Upon his accession, Ottone espoused the sister of tlio 
King of Hungary, to whom he had phghted his faith 
some tame before ; and on the decease of the yenerahle 
VitaH Banodo in 1019, Orso Orseolo, Bishop of Tor- 

^ " Hanc meam diqKMitioiiein," sajs the testator, '^finiuua et incon- 
yvUmm stare perpetuis tempoiibosTolo, ito ut nemo sueeeaaoraiii meomm 
Doemn, neque labditna mhk popfiiliia, temeraria yolnntate de prsedicto 

ntuncro diminucrc pra?nimat, ncqnc aliuil, quain mc constitutum c?it 
facere. Si qnis hoc facere prcsiim]>sc'nt," he continues, '^habeat sibi in 
contrarium Patrem, Filium, et Spiritum tvauctuui, ct sub anathemate 318 
TttatMOL oooatitDtiiB petnumeHt, et com impvoyido Christi proditore 
ii^inuiU daum^ imtenMo^ et naiiqiHm mun mereatur implere toIiiii> 
tMkanr—SemMmtio (F. i>. zL 488). 
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cello, "was raised to the primacy, the Tacftnt see being 

allowed to devolyc on their younger brother Vitali. 
Hicela, one of the daughters of the late Doge, was 
already united to the nephew of the King of Croatia : 
his other daughter, Felicia, became, shortly afterward, 

Bistcr-superior of the Abbey of San Antonio di Tor- 
cello. The fortunes of the House of Orseolo were in 
their zenith. 

Oervia and Loredo, which were nnjustly transferred 

bj Otho II., in 982, to the adjoining town of Cavar- 
sero, kom the Eepnblic, of which they had formed an 
integral portion since the days of Lnitprand the Lom- 
bard King, had, it will be remembered, been recovered 
by Venice toward tiie close of the last century, and, at 
the same time, the pretensions of the Gayarzerese had 
been declared wholly gromidless and Toid, Yet, in 1016, 
a similar claim was advanced by Peter, bishop of Adria ; 
and he supported it by taking military possession of 
the places in question. The indignation of the Doge 
at this nnwarrantaUe act of aggression was excessive ; 
his veugcance was speedy auJ tv nible. A tow7i, that 
had once held the dommion ul the Gulf, which still 
bore its name, was all bat levelled with the ground ; 
the whole vicinity was abandoned to pillage and sack ; 
and the wai'like churchman, who, on the approach of 
Ottone*and his troops, had eucleayonred to effect his 
escape, was captured and conducted to Bialto where, 
in the presence of the National Arrengo, he abjured 
humbly all intention of repeating the outrage/ 

' ])Midolo(fib.ii.di.u.); WmUmiDisierialwiMMetHijEnit roL 1, 
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Two years later, Orscolo III. was forced to mediate 
between the Dalmatiaii Colonies and his relaiiTe the 
King of Croatia, who had began to make inroads in 

the directiou of Zara. The Dogo judged rightly, tliat 
too long a continiiiinee of this evil would be extremely 
prejudicial to the interests of his Commnne* by tend- 
ing to weaken the confidence of the Dalmatians in her 
protecting power. IIo acconlingly prepared a naval 
force without delay, crossed the Adriatic, suipriBcd the 
Croatian troops in the act of spoliation, and droTe 
them back into their own territory. Each fief reite- 
rated, on that occasion, its oath of allegiance ; and 
Ottoue, who eyed with reasonable suspicion the move- 
ments of Gresimir/ devoted the summer of 1018 to a 
craise of observation along the Dalmatian coaat** 

BagQsa alone dared to decHne the yoke which, under 
the temporary influence of intestine agitation, as well 
perha] as of treachery and intrigue, she had been 
persuaded to accepti or even to solicit, at the hands 
of Orseolo n, in the preceding century (998); and 
the Doge thought it prudent to accede to the recog- 
nition of her municipal independence, with the simple 
reservation of a right to the triennial nomination of 
her Podesta or Count (1017). Owing their origin, 
Hke Venice, to the uruptiun in tlio seventh century of 
the northern hordes; swayed, as Venice was herself also 



pp. 341-3), who pobluhes the text of tlw i i i t tfuii w git whioli wn agned hf 

the Hinliop ; it bears date the 7th June, 1017. 

' Crcsiuiir had ncciitly succeeded his eldest broUier .DifdalMS. 
' Lociitt {JJ€ tiegno D. et C. lib. iL ch. tL)* 
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swayed) by a corrupt aiisiocracj, resembling, perhaps 
mieonscioiudy imitating, the latter in many of their 
political institations,^ the Bagasans prided themselves 
ou an enjoyment of libertj, extending indeed, like that 
of the Vtnetians, oYcr a long series of years, but sub- 
ject, like that of the Genoese, to fireqaent checks and 
intermptions. Exposed to fiEMstioiis jealousy within 
and to hostile jealousy without, the internal condition 
and external relations of this small repubhc were con- 
stantly nndeigoing change and modification; now 
she contriyed to shake off for a moment the yoke 
of the Signory, and to feel a spasm of freedom ; 
now again the weaker yielded to the stronger, and the 
Signory Utted the yoke with new rivets to her chafed 
neck. Many were the vidssitades of fortune which 
she had experienced, when in 1358 Louis of Htmgaiy 
procured by his powerful interposition her severance 
from her insular masters for ever. 

Whether tiie separation was productive of any ad- 
vantage to the Dependency, may be questioned. At 
present, she shares the general fate of those around 
her; and nothing can be more miserable than the 
actual aspect of the Dalmatian province. In many 
places the population lias decreased by one-half; 
arts and manufactures have been neglected ; commerce 
has sufifered a general decline ; the old national cus- 
toms, of which the people were once so fond and 
so proud, have fiJlen into disuse. Of the former 
opulence and splendour of the larger and more iui- 
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portant towns, few traces now iema]n« The palaces 
of Spalatro are in nuns^ and the grass grows in the 

streets of liagusa. 

On the decease of Domemgo Gradenigo, Bishop of 
Olivolo, in 1025, his House prevailed on the Synod to 
nominate as his saeeessor his nephew and namesake, 
who had scarcely attained his eighteenth year;* and 
the Doge and the Patriarch of Grado were solicited 
to giye the necessary sanction. Bnt on the con- 
trary, the strongest disapproral was eiq^ressed by 
Ottone and his brother of the election of a youth 
so inexperienced to so high and so sacred a dignity. 
The indignation of the Gradenigi at the refosal was 
unmeasured ; and they determined to leave no means 
untried of marking their resentment, and henceforth 
to treat all other objects as sabsidiary to the hnmilia* 
tion of the too-powerfdl House of Orseolo. With this 
object, they naturally hastened tu lanyass aud con- 
cihate every serviceable iniiuence. The Iflabenigi, 
and several other &milies of high station, were suc- 
cessively induced by various motives to join the ranks 
of the new Opposition. Pepo, Patriarch of Aqnileia, 
and the avowed enemy of the Patriarch of Grado> was 
not solicited in vain to give them his support; 
and the intimacy of the latter with the Empercnr 
Conrad 11. encouraged a hope, that the Court of 
Pavia would lend the partizans of Pepo its potent 
aid. At the same time, the basest and most poison- 

' Cronaca Altxnate (lib. i. p. 18); Oaroldo {IlUtorie Veiiefc, p. 51); 
Cnmaea AUinaie pacta Codkem Ihttdentem, p. 20 {Arch, JSior, Ital, tf). 
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Otis reports were ckculated in regard to the two 
OiseoH;* the most nneharitable constraetion was 

placed on tlieir passed conduct ; tlie worst views were 
taken of their ulterior designs. One of the most 
liberal and moderate of Venetian princes was grayely 
represented as meditating the snbyermon, at no distant 
period, of repubheao principles and popular freedom. 
It was found intolerable that, in a Free Commonwealth, 
a single family should be allowed to exercise so much 
influence so ill ; and it was said that the time had 
arriyed for abolishing a system which was gradually 
cliaiiginf]f the pfovemment into an hereditary tyranny. 
There is, perhaps, no effect which specious eloquence 
will not exert over the Tolatile mind of a mul- 
titude, always apt to sacrifice the principles of 
honour and humanity to the whim of the moment. 
In spite of their grossness and want of foundation, 
the aspersions which the Grademgi cast upon the 
Doge and his brother gained general credit among the 
populace; and the two Orscoli, driven by the fear of 
an insurrection from a countrv' wliere they had iaiien 
into such sadden and nnmerited odinm, were forced to 
take refiige m one of the maritime towns of DaJmatia.* 
Their departure enabled the Gradenigi to induct their 
relative into the see of Olivolo, and at the same time 
afforded Pepo the hope of accomplishing his secret 
design. 

' The aninxK-ity of the Gradcnrp does not seem to have extended to 
Vitali Orseoio, Bishop of Torccllo, of whom wc htar nuiiiiug during theoe 
moremeDts agiiiHl Ida two biodm. 

< Bflouuiiii (i. pp. 29C-^7). 
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Assoredy in a recent interview mth Conrad, that his 
Majesfy was too faToniably disposed toward the nn- 

fortunate House ^ to eoxmtenance the adoption ci any 
hostile measures against the Republic on account of 
the metropolitanate ; and fully conscious of the im- 
poasibilify oS maintaining himself withont extemai 
support in a State where he commanded no real 
sympathy or iritliicnce, the Patriarch of AquHcia, 
however, determined to confine his attempts, tor the 
present at least, to a predatoiy inroad into the Do- 
gado ; and a few duys after the flight of Ottone and 
Orso Orscolo, lie iii>pearcd before the wulis ul Grado, 
demanding in a loud voice juntice for his brother the 
Primate, and for his frimd the Doge* The tone and 
attitade of Pepo might sorely have excited some 
niisgi\iDgs in the mind of the citizens. His feigned 
attachment to two men, hoth of whom, it was 
generally belieTed, that he regarded with the deepest 
aversion, and his profession dT concern for their mis- 
fortune, shonld have sufficed to betray him. Yet so 
masterly was his h^-pocrisy, or so complete was their 
infatuation, that the Gradese consented, after some 
hesitation, to open their gates to his troops. The 
&tal and foolish mistake cost them dear. Their town 
was condemned to spohation ; their walls were leveUed ; 
their altars were violated. In their greediness after 
plunder, the soldiers of Aqnileia spared neither God 
nor man ; the treasures, which the wealthy Patriarch 
Fortunato had, in the beginiLmg of the ninth century, 

• Filiui(vi.p,90^ 
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lavished on the church of Santa jEiii£Bmiai nmowij 
escaped their saczil^oui rapadfy; and Pepo, having 

collected the booty, and established a garrison in the 
place, returned to Aquileia in iriumpli.* The news of 
this abominable outrage soon reached Venice. The 
indignation of the people was unbridled. The Isadera 
of the Opposition, who were generally, thongh, per- 
hapfl, nnjustly. accused of instigating^ Pepo to the act, 
were forced in their turn to dy to Treviso. Tiie 
Orseoli were aolenmly recalled ; and the first care of 
the latter was to driye the Aquileian troops from the 

metropolitanate. 

But the Faction on whose expectations the triumphal 
retuni of Ottone and his brother infiicted so seyere a 
blow, had now for some time acknowledged as ita 
leader ^ Domeuigo Flabonigo, a man wanting indeed in 
those high quaUties which are held to constitute great- 
ness, yet of snperior parte, and possessmg in an emi- 
nent degr^ the two essential attribntea of a good 
partisan, extreme tenacity of purpose and extreme 
narrowness of view. Flabenigo was, liom interest or 
inclination, inveterately hostile to the eugrosamg poU<^ 
of the Orseoli; and under such a chief, the party adTorse 
to the reigning family speedily became more violent and 
formidable than ever. 

It was true that the original gioimd of quarrel 
between the Houses of Orseoio and Qradenigo had 

> Rnbeui CMonmmenia EeeUaim AqnUjmm^ ch. It. p. m)i VUm 

Pdlri.in hiirum At/uUefemium, p. 11. 
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been abandoned ; ihe right of the nephew of the late 
Bishop of OHtoIo to his uncle's Boxpliee was now 

tacitly at least reco^i^nised ; and many were doubtless 
of opinion that the continued ckmours of the Opposi- 
tion sprang merely from a capricious spirit of resistance 
to lawful authority. But the fiact was that, out of an ind- 
(luiit m itself' comparatively tiiyial, had arisen a question 
of inlinitely ^aaver importance. The disputed succession 
to the see of Ohvolo^ and the violent dissensions which 
it nltimatelj bred, had giyen a turn to the eanent of 
public thought which was barely anticipated by the Gra- 
denigi; and the subject which was at present occupying 
in reahtj the attention of Flabenigo and his partpjr, was 
nothing less than the necessity of placing some serere 
and permanent curb on the Ducal authority. Still, 
although it was now beginning to attract more general 
notice, the revision of the Oonstitation was scarcely to 
be considered a novel point of debate. It was, on the 
coutraiy, a question which, though it had never yet 
been thoroughly ventilated, had been probably mooted, 
at broken intervals, since the days of Angelo Badoer 
(809-27) . 

At the period, however, when Badoer was placed at 
the head of afiiEurs in 809, the Bepublic had just 
emerged from a great poHiieal crisis. The battle of 
Alhiola had been fought and won. The nation was 
overflo^^ng with gratitude to the conqueror of Pepin. 
Besides, the evil days of Galla, Monogaro, Fabridaco, 
and the two later Galbaii, were then still fresh in the 
recollection ; and the Yeuutians, happy to escape on 
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any ienns from fiffyyeara of fbeble and odious tyrannjt 
gladly and fearleBsIy reposed their confidence in the 

H< >uso of Participazio. Nor was that confidence mis- 
placed. The Badoeri might have been guilty, in a few 
instances, of arbitnoy acts; bnt their policy was, 
generally speaMug, angularly equitable and energetic ; 
aiming al\vays at the promotion of the national pros- 
perity, and tending to exalt the national renown. 
Thus those princes became popular and powerful. 
Bnt their generation had now passed away. Two 
centuries had elapsed since Angelo Badoer, the first 
of his name, was laid in the vaults of San Zaccaria ; 
and in that long intciTal a wonderful change had been 
wrought in the condition of the people whom he once 
ruled. In that interval, the Commune of Venice had 
increased largely in wealth, population, and tenitory; 
places which were known to the Badoeri only as the 
resorts of outcasts and freebooters, had become her 
fiefe and her tributaries; the few hundred fugitives 
who, in the fifth centnry, luimd a precarious shelter in 
the Lagoon from the fury of the Hmis, had multiphed 
a hundredfold ; and the Venetian dominion, which even 
in the time of Tribuno Memo comprised merely the 
Dogado itself, now extended in the form of an irregular 
triangle from Cervia to Primiero, and from Prinuero to 
Curzola, the last of the Ulyric group. There was the 
same relation between the Venetians of the eleventh 
century and those Venetians whom Angelo knew, as 
there had been between the latter and that primeval 
society of fishermen and salt-gatherers, which eigoyed 
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an obscure freedom, and earned a meagre subsistence, 
among the marshes of Caorlo» before the Lombard 
mime ms heaid in Italy. 

Yet, while it may be perhaps expected that the 
entire community -^ould have benefited by tiiis change, 
the truth seems to be that the only class which gained 
l)y it in realily waa the PatrioiaEi Older. The Maggiorit 
as they nsed to be termed, bad indeed gradnally assmned 
the appearance of a numerous, intelligent, and wealthy 
body ; the political schism which had taken place at an 
early period between them and the lower Estates of 
the Oommone (Mediocri and Mmon) was gradnally 
widening; and by a similarly stt iily though slow pro- 
cess the latter were losing iuHuence, and, relatively, 
caste. This apparent problem admits an eaqr Bolation. 
To that exdoaiye and engrossing policy which the 
originid settlers in the Lagoon were led, by the unique 
configui-ation and narrow area of tlieir new country, to 
adopt, theur descendants had closely and laystematically 
adhered. Nor did that eonservatism cost them much 
labonr. In a State like Vaiice, where navigation 
supplied, in a large measure, the place of agriculture, 
and where the attention of the mnltitude was regularly 
diyerted by their callings as pilots, mariners, and fish- 
ermen, froipi the management and progress of pnbHc 
afiairs, it was not difficult for an Oligarchy, so long as 
it was true to itseli, to retain the governing prerogatiye 
and the snccesslon to the Ducal office in its own 
hands ; and it is aocordingly fbmid that the very triba- 
nitial famiUea which ruled the Ivopui>hc in the sixth 
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and seventh centoriesy stili preserved in the eleventJi 
their political ascendency. A few of the Medheri 
ought have risen to the higher Estate-; it is 
imagined that mauj more had lost their social caste, 
and had heen merged in the lower one. While the 
conunonaHy were fbroed to confine themselYeB to 
sabordinate or menial Tocations, the trade, the pro- 
perty,' and the honours of the State were still enjoyed 
as a monopoly bj the Memi, the Badoeri, the Sanudi, 
the Contanni, and several others ; eveiy merchantman 
which left the harbonrs of File and Oastello for Dal- 
matia or the East, was fitted oat at their expense, and 
laden with their exports ; and it is no exa^creration to 
say, that every building in Venice bore testimony to 
their wealth and their magnificence. They founded 
chniches,' they endowed religions institntions, they 
estabhshed charities of every kind. The tliree 
principal moniinients in the City — ^the Palace of 
Saint Mark^ the Basilica) and the Public Hospital — 
were the work of a smgle member of their order, 
Orseolo I.; his example was closely followed by his 
more illustrious son, to whom the Venetians owed the 
restoration of Grade, the architectural embellishment 
of sevenl islands, and the erection of a new F&lace at 
Citta Niiova ; and, although thu iikiitical principle 
ultimately led to the fall of the Republic, it is iiicon- 

' Sansovino (lib. xiii. p. 558) ; Paolo Morosini {Stana^ lib. v. p. 118); 
L, Navagiero {Storioy p. 963) ; Daodolo (lib. ix. p. 298) ; Saimdo (Fd^ 
p.fi01). 

' San8o%nno (CVvm. Fm. pp. 9-lS, ltf-19, ftc); ibid. (Fenafta Be* 
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testable that it was the principle of oligarchy, seconded 
by the loye of entexpzise and by the spiht of commerce, 
wbieh formed the basis of her greatness and dTiHzation. 

At iirst, it is possible that the soil of Venice may 
have been parcelled out among a tolerably large 
number of small proprietors; but at all events, by 
process of time, the estates in the Dogado were almost 
entirely absorbed by a few of the leadmg families, or 
became vested by the piety of landliolders, by grant 
firom the Commune, or by prescxiptiou, in the hands of 
various ecclesiastical corporations, the greater propor- 
tion of which held their possessions by a species of 
tenure similar to that known in the EngUsh buv as 
frankalmoign, or h*ee alms. The islands of San 
Qiacomo del Palodo an\^ently belonged to the 
Hoose of Badoer. The Mem! possessed large 
estates in Canah-eggio and elsewhere. The streets 
of San Moise, Ban Bragola, and San Pautaleone, 
formed part of the patrimony of the Honse of 
Mchieli. At San Silvestre the Comari were ezten* 
sive proprietors. The Marcurii or Quintavalle owned 
a large portion of Ohvolo ; while the Polani were 
in possession of ihe whole of Gemelle or Zimole. 
A' portion, at least, of the Ziani estates is known to 
have consisted of honses at San Ginhano, in the 
Merceria. Lastly, the great Abbey of San Zaccaria 
extenrlrd at one period over a considerable portion of 
tiie Bialto, which originally occnpied a very naxrow 
space; and the Brolio, or Broglio, formed at this 
tune (1025) part of the abbey garden. 
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As a body, the patricians eyed with increasing dis- 
gamt a monarchy established ou a popular basis, and 
decorated with a popular title. They were growing 
more and more estranged from a form of goyemment 
wliicli, under the best auspices, at-lmoAvledged no dis- 
tinction between a Morosini and the rower of his 
gondola, and which ended too often in fiu^tion or in 
despotism; and it was with greater envy than pride 
that they saw men wlio were but yesterday members of 
the same class and of the same commonwealth, affect 
to-day r^gal pomp and magnificence, and ally them- 
selves in marriage with the daughters of Kings. Nor 
was it unnatural, that a section of the community, 
which had always done so much to advance the national 
welfiftre and glory, shonld thns desure to arrogate to 
itself the sovereign power, to transfer the reins of 
government from the hands of an individual to those 
of the order to which he belonged, and to get rid, by 
degrees at least, of a system under which six or seven 
families* were controlling the destinies of the llepublic 
from one generation to another, with all but royal 
antfaoiity, and by all but hereditaiy right* 

These or sunilar views were entertamed by Mabenigo 
and his partizans, who were content to barter for the 
privilege of governing as a Body the more or less 
remote chance of governing alone. Bnt they were, like 



* The rv\'^n oi' the House*i of IJadocr, Sntiudo, Memo, Orscolo, Tm- 
deoigo, C&lbani, and Anafcsto, extended over a period oi 267 years; 
and the two fint*iiaiiied ftmilicfl, at least, w€re THteae* in die tune of 
Theodoric the Gotlue King (489). 
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all views which were brought to a precocious matmity 
in &e hotbed of faction, and were shaped by a party 

to its own private and immediate ends, exaggerated, 
violent, and niLiiiguant. The opinions held by this 
patrician Cabal were indeed rational as well as rismg 
opinions ; bnt the fulness of tune had not yet come* 
The Popular Element was stOl too strong ; the Aristo* 
cratic Element was still too incompact. Nevertheless, 
a discerning eye might have recognised in this incipient 
movement the first stage of a great Social and Pohtical 
Bevolntion. The symptoms of snch a change were 
not to be detected perhaps by careless or superficial 
observers : for the external aspect of things remained 
nearly unaltered. The forms of election and delibera- 
tion had not lost in any degree their republican 
attribute. The meetings of the National An-engo were 
not less frequent, its authority was not less respectable, 
than in the days of Anafesto. The 8tate, which the 
successors of the Doge Paolo Laca were called to 
goYeni, continued to be styled a Commonwealth ; and the 
people, over whom they were placed in authority, were 
hononred by the name of Fdlow-dtizcm, But while 
the sm&ce was so smooth, and so excellently calculated 
to soothe the prejudices, and to disann the suspicions, 
of the vulgar, there was a stronf? and steady nniler- 
cuneut which was slowly nmuiug in a widely different 
direction. That direction was toward Aristocracy. 

The extravagance of their views and aigoments, 
however, did not preyent the Opposition from cany- 
ing their proximate purpose. The portion of the 
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eommimity, whieh it was the mterast of Flabenigo 

and his Party to win over to their side, was 
not apt to examine tou narrowly the soimduess of 
the opinions which they leceiyed among them, or 
to weigh their valae too nicely in the scale* At 
the same time, experience had shown that, in an 
ahnost even-handed contest between two adverse 
Hm^qub, the bias of the populace to either was su£&- 
dent to torn the balance of power ; and the Fkttridan 
Flabenigo, aware of the necessity of having this 
advantage on his side, determined, after the reeal 
of the Doge and the Piimate, to enlist every means 
within his reach of poisoning the public mind of 
Venice against the Orseoli and their supporters, for 
whom he had now imbibed such a hatred as men only, 
whose lot is cast in societies perpetually rent by 
intestine discord, can feel without eompmiction, and 
ayow without a blush. 

Tlic liitri^^ues of Flabeni«^o obtained a more i'avour- 
able result in some points of view, than even that 
schemer himself might have anticipated. The desired 
impressioii was conveyed by his &lse and slanderons 
disseminations to the mind of tlie multitude. Ottoue 
was suspected and accused of aspiring to absolutism ; 
and that Prince, who had just reason to upbraid with 
ingratitude a nation, which his &ther and his family 
had served so well, was once more constrained to seek 
among strangers the safety and repose, which were 
denied to him in the country of his birth. The 
illustrious exile found an appropriate and welcome 

16—2 
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reception at the Court of the Emperor ConBtantine 
Dneas IX.»^ whose heart was touched hj the sight of 

one so young Emd so unlmppy. 

Singular as it may seem, lioweyer, Flabeuigo failed 
to attain his great end, which was of course nothing 
less than the snceession to the vacant magistracy ; that 
high oifico was bestowed on Pietro Biirbolano (or 
Centranigo), a nobleman whose family/ of Ceseneso 
origin, had settled in the Lagoons at a yezy early 
date (1026), and Flabenigo himself was exiled. 
The fact was that Flabenigo was not generally 
liked. His violent politics were not improbably dis- 
tasteful to all men of independent views and moderate 
opinions. Besides, there were many qnarters, in 
which his malignant peraecntion of the Orseoli was 
exclusively ascribed to motives of private pique and 
personal ambition; and this grave imputation, which 
was not gronndless, had naturally rendered him ob- 
noxious, not only to the &mily and kindred of the 
banished Doge, but to all tliose who, in eondemuinf^ the 
existing iprm of government, were actuated by a pure 
and conscientions patriotism, and whose attacks were, 
in consequence, directed against the system which he 
represented, and not against Ottone iudividually. 

A parallel between Orseoio III. and Richard II. of 
£ngland may be perhaps accounted fanciful : yet it is 
no less curious to remark the resemblance which 
those Princes bore one to the other, in the circum- 

* Danddo (libw nc eh. ii.) ; Lebera (siii. p, S84). 

* Silindo (Fife,p. 431) calls them Omtnaid, oUm Cenam, 



Digitized by G(^ 



AJ>. lOM.] A PARALLEL WIIH foGLAND. 



245 



stances which attended their accession, and in the 
character which marked their reign. Both were 
called to the inanagement of affiuis at a yery early 
age, and both were earned to the throne by the 
respect due to the iiicniory of a liither and a grand- 
father. The son of the iiiack Prince, and tho grand- 
son of the greatest of England's hero-kmgSy Bichaid, 
by his yonth and inexperience, unconsciously gave 
the first decided impulse to the progress of poliUeal 
liberty in his own country ; at Venice, the youth and 
inexperience of the descendant of Orseolo the Holy and 
Orseolo the Magnificent, led the first perceptible step 
to the downfal of that hberty. In the latter case, 
it was during the six-and-twenty years embraced 
between 1008 and 1084, that adventitions causes laid 
the foundation of an Aristocratic government and 
uanowcd the basis of the Constitution ; in the former, 
it was during the six-and-twenty years between 1372 
and 1899 that the English Conunons began to insist 
somewhat londly, in consequence of similar canses, 
on their recognition as a co-ordinate Estate in the 
body pohtic. In the constitutional history of the 
req>ectiTe countnes, these epochs become, on such 
account, particularly interesting and important. 

A carious account has been preserved by Sanudo of 
a transaction, in which Pietro Barbolano had been 
concerned a considerable time before bis accession to 
power. It appears that so ftir back as the year 
992, having been intrusted, in conjunction with 
another nobleman, Pietro Giustiniani, with a diplo- 



246 



mSTORT OF VENICE. 



[OBAP. TI. 



matic jniflsion to the Byzaatine Court by Orseolo 11., 
the fatore Doge there saw the holy remains of Saint 

Saba, and "vvas liiled by an instantaueous desire to 
secure for his own coimtry such an invaluubie prize* 
Barbohino aoeordingly entered into converaation vith 
the officials who had charge of the Saint, and 
evcntnally concluded a bargain with them for the 
transsier. On the night which had been fixed for 
taking the remains down to the ambassador's ship, 
which was then abont to leave the Horn, it was 
nnnsoaDy stormy, the rain felling in torrents ; and 
the Priests, alarmed at the omen, or perhaps not dis- 
pleased at the pretext, demurred to the remoYal, under 
snch drenmstances, of the chest which contained the 
sacred bones. Bnt Barbolano, who was on the spot 
with his two sons and seTeral servants, soon oYorcame 
this difficulty, by ordering the load to be raised and 
carried down to the water-side. Having safely arrived 
aboard, the anchors were weighed, the sails were set ; 
and the wind bimg l\ivoura])]c'. the happy possessor of 
Saint Saba soon descried the Yeuetiau shores. On 
reaching Venice, Barbolano immediately ordered the 
chest to be transferred from the ship to a gondola, 
and to be conveyed to his own house, next to the 
Church of San Antonino, at CasteUo. Bnt so 
enonnons had become the weight of the load, that 
no hmnan means were foimd to lift it; and, at the 
same moment, the bell at the Campanile began to 
peal with such extraordinary violeuce (in the absence 
of any visible agency) as to threaten destmction to 
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the very Um&t. Hereupon^ the people assembling in 
large nmnbers to ascertain what had happened, the 

devout Barbolano, and those who were with him, fell 
on their knees, praising God, and excLiiming, "We 
will earxy it into the ehorch : for the will of the Savionr 
of Mankind has been declared that the body shall be 
located in the bliiine dedicated to His scrv^ant Saint 
Aiitouinos," The chest, which was now once more as 
light as eyer^ was hereupon forthwith deposited in the 
gondola, and eondncted to San Antonino, where it 
was laid on the altar. Then, and then only, the bell 
of the Campanile desisted from its spontaneous ring- 
ing ; and over the remams was seen to hoyer a Doto 
of miracnioiis whiteness of plomage which, after the 
celebration of Te Deum and the other services, vanished 
frum the sight. On the conclusion of Divine ^\ orahip, 
a new altar for San Saba was erected behind the choir, 
near that of San Antonino, and the bones were placed 
in the reliquary of the chnrch. It is added, that on 
the evening of this auspicious day, the Cure of San 
Antonino, happening to walk in his garden, in which 
he had not long since planted some rose-trees, mar- 
velled not a little to observe among the flowers a rose 
of surpassing beauty ; and the good man hesitated not 
to associate the fair vision with the miracle of which 
he had just been a witness, looking upon it as a 
symbol of that yet &irer flower, which had been so 
recently transplanted from the soil of Clonstantinople 
to that of Venice.^ 

I Sinudo ( VUe, pp. 470-1). 
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The Doge Barbolano, who had served on the 
embassy to the Bjzantiiie Court in 992, and whose 

name has been rendered familiar by the strange 
legend of San Saba, probably owed his present eleva- 
tion to a Faction, of which he was the Organ and 
the Chief. He sneeeeded to the throne at a moment 
of uuusual difficulty. The whole nation was in a 
ferment. The yiolonco of party-spiiit was at its 
height. A peevish and refractory hnmonr pervaded 
a]] classes of society. A general feeling was gaining 
ground, that a j^'rievons wrong had been done to tlie 
son of the illustrious Orseolo. Many regretted, on 
cahn reflexion, the course which they had taken, in 
the heat of passion, toward Ottone ; and there was 
already, in Btveral influential circles, a secret longing 
for the restoration of that Prince. It was in vain 
that Barbolano endeavoured to conciliate spirits by 
a just and energetic rule, or that he twice repelled 
the predatory inroads of the Patriai ch Pepo of Aquileia; 
the people were angiy and dissatisfied ; and some evm 
went so &r as to taunt the Doge wiih being privy to 
the rccLiit plot a^iimst his predecessor. It was equally 
in vain that, to iiatter the Opposition, he recalled 
Flabenigo from exile. The Opposition was in no 
want of a leader; nor vrais that leader tolerant of a 
lisal. This wavering state of the public temper, 
which was eminently propitious to the Orseolists, was 
due to causes which are constantly axismg among a 
jealous aristocracy. It sprang in some degree from 
the coexistence of three turbulent factious. But it 
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YTBB mainly atkilmtable to the foretaste of the serious 
perplexity, in which the continnaaoe of Barbolano in 

power tlireatcued to involve his country. On tlie 6no 
hand, it was announced, that Conrad II. had decUned 
to renew the commercial charter of the Bepnblic, 
unless Ottone Orseolo was recalled. The Venetian 
iltig was, in consequence, excluded from Padua, Tre- 
viso, Concordia, Aquileia, and many other sea and 
rirer ports of the Peninsida ; and the bold and 
menacing attitade of Pepo, who still hovered on the 
skirts of the Lagoon,* bred a snspicion that the senti- 
ments of his patron toward the Venetian Commune 
were undergoing a complete change. At the same 
time the Byzantine Oonrt, with which the OrseoU had 
lately established relations of sach intimate fiiend^p, 
and where their cause was still farther strengthened 
by the elevation of liomanus Argyms to the throne 
in 1026, assumed an equally peremptory tone. The 
chr^boles of 998 were declared to be revoked. The 
ports of the Euxinc and the AiLliipulago were closed 
against the standard of Bt. Mark. These coercive 
measures led the Venetians to the adoption of a course 
consonant with their wishes no less than thehr in- 
terests. A fresh revulsion of opinion succeeded. Bar- 
bolano was compelled to abdicate, and to take the 
cowl (1026).^ Vitali Orseolo was sent to Constanti- 

' Tflolo Morotdni (lib. iii. pp. 87-88) ; Muratori (vi. p. 84) i ir iliasi 
(ti. p. 311). 

' Bulwbno wu buried, by his own qiedal denre^ in <be dmrcb <^ 
Saa AntobiiKH with which tlw Doge had mich pecnliar atvociations. His 
tomb wM in front of the door of the Sui«do(rtfe,p.471). 
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nopld in qnest of Ottone ; and his elder brother, the 
Primate, haying been declared, in the interval, Vice- 

Doge of tlie Republic,* the unfortunate Flabenii^o, who 
had hoped at length to profit by his machinatiouB, 
loimd himself once more under the necessity of mth- 
drawing to Treviso. 

But before the Bishop reached his destination, Ottone 
had expired, a prey to grief and mortilication. The 
Doge was scarcely in his fortieth year; and it was 
to be remarked as a drcnmstanoe eqnalfy moomM 
and strange, that he was the second of his family 
who, within a compiuativelv short period, had ended 
his days in a remote region. In 997 (Ottone was 
a child ali the time), that Orseolo, whom men called 
the Holy, was deposited by the pioos Brethren of St. 
Benedict, among whom he had spent his declining 
years, in the vaults of Cusano. It was little imagined 
then that the day wonld come when the Honse, which 
the glorions achievements of Orseolo n. had rendered 
incomparably the most power! iil in the Eepul)lic, would 
be persecuted and proscribed ; and any one who should 
have affected in 998 to prognosticate that his son wonld 
be driven, in 1080, from his native land by a large and 
inflnential &ction, and that he wonld die In exile on 
the shore of the Bosj^horiis, would have excited merely 
ridicule or merriment. Yet such was actually his fate. 
Ottone was bnried at Constantinople, his brother, the 
Bishop of Torcello, assisting at the obseqnies ; and 

' Oanddo Qih, ix. cb. it.); Sundo (Fite, p. 474); Muntori (yi, 
p. 84). 
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folly eight weeks elapsed before his conntrjincn wore 
made aware of the heavy loss which tliey had sus- 
tained. The effect which the unexpected announce-' 
ment produced was electrical. Profotind was the borow 
of the Venetians, when the news of his melancholy end 
lecalled to their recollection the services of his ^ther 
and hia gmnd&ther, as well as his own estiDKabie 
qnalitieB; and there were few even among those who 
had been loudest in clamomiiig for his expatriation 
who did not now accuse themselves of ingratitude. 
It was amid this general and continued reaction in 
fiiTonr of the Honee of Orseolo, that the Primate 
was iu^^ted, as a high mark of public condolence, 
to assume the sceptre. Orso acceded with extreme 
rdnctance to the reqaest ; and during tiie succeeding 
iburteen months, he united, in his own person, the 
secular and spiritual dignities. But at the close of 
that period, the churchman found the double trust 
too arduous; and having begged permission to lay 
aside the berretta, he returned to the discharge of 
his sacerdotal functions (1033) . 

His resignation was treated by his youngest brother 
Domenigo, who was, at this time, the leader of a 
smidl, yet influential faction, as a favourable oppor- 
tunity for realizing his ambitious dreams ; and without 
paosmg to procure the popular soffirages, he summarily 
declared himself Doge, and entered into possesaion of 
Saint Miuk's. The result of that foolish luid luhitrary 
step was curious and mstructive. The indignation of 
the people at a proceeding which they justly considered 
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as a violation of the confrtitation, and an InBolent in- 
fringement of tlicir peculiar prerogative , was excessively 
violent. TJie Opposition exoltinglj cauglit and echoed 
the popular cry : The chief magistracy of the Re- 
public was not/' tliey said, <^to be converted into a 
patrimuiiY for the Orscoh and the Doge of a day,* 
having vainly essayed to make a stand against im- 
measoiably saperior munbersi was ultimately forced 
to escape from the PkJaee by stealth, and to seek 
shelter at liiivcnna.* The grossly injudicious conduct 
of Domenigo Orseolo completely marred the fortunes 
which he had intended to arrest in their £ei11, and to 
re-establish in his own person : for, nnder the infln- 
^cc of a mixed impuke of alarm and disgust at 
the arhitraiy usoipation of the Dogate, the Arrengo 
bestowed the vacant berxetta on the agitator Fla- 
beuigo, who was escorted from Treviso to Venice 
by a solemn deputation of the nobles and the 
clergy (1038). 

On his investitare, Flabenigo hastened to cany into 
execution a long-clierishctl Jtsigu of endeavouring to 
procure a sentence of ostracism against the odious 
House of Orseolo, or at least a formal declaration, that 
that ftmily was henceforth incapacitated from holding 
any pubhc office. In this atttiupt he was imsuccessful. 
At one moment indeed it seems that an edict of pro- 



* P. Giustiniaiu ^Kiug'^ ^ISS. 146, p. 37), and Cknmiche Ven/eziemey 
Tol. i. M. 84 (Aaa. M8S. M79). 

* CVpnoM AUmatejiu^ Codieem Dretdeimmt p. 61 : Arek*Stor, liaL 
App. ; Dtadolo (Ubw iz.). 
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Bcriptioii was meditated. It is not improbable tbat the 

motion of Plabenigo received the zealons Biipport of the 
faction adverse to the late reigning House. But the 
decree never passed; at the same time a strong aiudel^ 
was awakened to apply some enduring remedy to an 
evil, the growth of which had been brought by recent 
events so prominently before tlio public eye.* This 
evil, however, wiiich was the increasing though almost 
perfect resembhince of the Dogate to an hereditaiy 
monardiy, and the gradual, though almost complete, 
absoii)tiou of all [lolitical uillaence by an oligarchy of 
six or seven ikmilies, was neither easily nor promptly 
curable. It was a distemper which the State had 
been slowly contracting during several centuries; it 
was felt and feared that several centuries must elapse 
before it was wholly subdued ; and the utmost remedy . 
which men were able to suggest at present, was a 
cnitailment of the Ducal authorify. It may be hard 
to believe that the Doge himself took the initiative m 
a question which affected him personally, no less than • 
those who came after him, and which must, of ne- 
cessity dim the splendour of the dignity which it had 
cost him such mfinite labour to attain. Tet Flabenigo 
might not improbaljly deem himself pledged by the 
circumstances under which he had accepted o£dce> to 
espouse the cause of political Befonn, even when the 



' SSamulo (r*te, pp. 475-S9)} Dandolo Qih. ix. p. 290); Viwitlli 
{Storia de Vueom di Maimnoeeo § Chioggia^ part vi. p. 53, Sto, Fferia, 
lerT); ZuM iMonela FewsioMOtp. M); RomaaiB (L SOM, 37a-«, 
401). 
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pnrBoit of soeh a conne became altogether antagonistic 
to his own interests. Beddes, there is strong reason 

to doubt wlictlier Iho Dof^'c had either any children, 
or any near kindred, whom he might associate, and 
to whom he might bequeath the crown; and if this 
was really the case, it is not unlikely that he may have 
acted under a feeUng, that it was placed within his 
power to earn a cheap reputation lor patriotism by 
introducmg a kw which should impose on his suc- 
cessors the same restraint which nature had imposed 
on him. It was resolved, however, in Arrengo, at his 
suggestion , that Association and Hereditary Succession, 
which were equally mischievous outgrowths from the 
Dogate^ should be abrogated, and that the Tribunitial 
Duumvirate, eligible by the Doge, which had appa- 
rently l;ilk;ii mto desuetude, should be restored in the 
persons of Domenigo Selvo and Yitali I'ahero Dodoni, 
whose sanction and concuirenee were pronounced 
essential in future to the validity of all public acts.' 
His Serenity was, besides, strontrly recommcuded in 
any intricate matter of statecraft to seek the advice of 
a Giunta of Savii (rregadi) 

It is to be remarked that, although they appeared 
to be great retrenchments of the Ducal Prerogative, 
the two latter innovations were, in reality, of very 
secondary importance. For, so long as the election of 
the council of two gastaldi^ or Tribunes, which was 
thus once more reconstitnted after long disuse, was 

> L. dc MonaciH (fol. 42) ; Sandi (iL p. 878). 
* BimiUr to the J2tcikM«li of Florence. 
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msSsred to depend entiielj on the Crown, and the 

Doge was left at Hbcrty to choose amoug liis own 
kmdrod or acUicrents, it is sufficienUy patent tiiat tliej 
wonld hardly be allowed to exeioise in general any 
mflnenee over his conduct or policy, which they might 
not otherwise have exercised as members of the same 
fiELimly or of the same faction ; and so iar as the third 
point ia conoemedy the momm^tuiattan to take connsel 
at all seasons of peril or difficnlty, with those who, 
by their wisdom and experience, were most entitled to 
credit, was much leas binding in its nature and much 
niare nominal. 

The reign of Flabenigo afforded the Bepablic ten 
years oi profound calm, at home as well as abroad ; 
and daring that space of time tlie Venetians were 
indebted to him, in addition to the changes which he 
wrought in their political system, for several nsefcd and 
salutary measures of ecclesiastical Reform. These 
valuable Berrices, and the eiigoyment of a blessing 
which they had soaicely known since the days of 
Orseolo II., and which was miqucstionably due in 
some measure to the justice and moderation of his 
gOYemmenty must have gone far to reconcile the people 
at large to a man whom they long viewed with no 
fiivonrablc eye, and whose elevation had been a matter 
of policy or impulse, rather than of inclination. Nor 
are we entitled to suppose that the Doge Flabenigo 
proved himself at all unworthy of the high position 
which he was called to fill by the voice of the nation, 
and which he certainly owed, in a very large degree, 
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to the ill-jadged or ill-advised piedpitatioii of the last 
of the Orseoli. His public career was terminated only 

by his death m the year 1043 ; he was succeeded bj 
Domemgo Contarini,* 

In the following year (1044) Pepo appeared once 
more as an aggressor, and Grade was again pillaged 
and dismantled. Tlic popular mdignation at this 
fresh outrskge was strongly in favoar of an instant 
appeal to arms. Yet the Doge» in his anxiety to afford 
no gronnd for snbseqnent recrimination against the 
Republic, determined to solicit, in the first instance, 
tlie interposition of the Apostolic See. Benedict IX., 
who then wore the tiara, expressed his sorrow, as well 
as his astonishment, at the recent conduct of Pepo ; 
he denied and cancelled the title of the Patriarch to 
the Gradese metropohtanate, to which he had at- 
tempted to found a claim on tbo alleged concession 
of Benedict's predecessor John XX. ; and his Holiness 
conclnded by regretting, that the Aqnileian was too 
powerful and too obdurate to render other compensa- 
tion practicable.^ The sadden death of Pepo antici- 
pated the resnlt of the mission. On their retain 
home, the Venetian depnijes learned, that their 
troublesomo enemy was no more, and that the Aqui- 



* Contarini obtained the renewal of the mercantile charter from the 
Emperor Henry III., through his deputies, Domcnigo Solvo and Riiono 
Dandolo. In Harl. MSS. 4820 and 5020, Flabenigo is calleH Cnnf'rrini. 
" Sotto qnesto Doge," writes Sanudo, fol. 476, " fii dctenuinatu chc il 
Sfmlo in Veneiw ai &oene nel gtorno di SBblmtis e che uitt Moneia, 
chiamaU Bisanzio (^mnt) id dovcsnc 8}xriidere.** 

' Dudolo (Ub. ix. p. 242) $ Sanudo ( Vite, p. 476). 
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Idan troops liad been dirren from Gxado by the Dooal 

forces. 

A siiU more important event was the defecUon of 
Zara, wbioh^ in 1050, yielded to the orertures of 
Solomon, King of Hmigary, and expelled her aged 
Podesta, Mafifeo Giustiniani. The Venetians were 
appreheosLYe that, tmless prompt measures were 
takan to suppress the revolt, their other edonies in 
Dalmatia would, in the liopo of recovering their 
liberty,* follow the example of the Zaratines ; they 
hastened therefore to avert the dangers which they felt 
to be impending; and a fleet, commanded by the Doge 
hunsolf, was boou on its ^\^iy to the rebelHous fief. 
The latter obstinately refused to obey a summons to 
sorrender ; the Doge, having taken the town, exhibited 
his demeney by sparing it ; and with a reoonunenda* 
tion to the Zaratines not to incur, by a repetition of 
the offence, the future chastisement of the Kepubhc, 
he exhorted them to respect the anthoriliy of the new 
Podesta, whom he gave them in the person of his own 
son Marco.* 

Ck>ntarini was succeeded in 1071 by Domenigo 
Selvo (or Belegno) , the same, perhaps, who in 1084 

had, in conjmiction with Yitali Faliuro, been associated 
in authority with the Doge Flabenigo, and who, some 
years later, had served on the Embaaqr to the Court 
of Pavia. 

' Lucius (7)i* Rpi.'. D(i!m. ef Crfmtiff, lib. iv. ch. ix.) ; CoTT'tnntinc 
PorphyrogLiiita {De Adminutr, Imperii^ di. xiix.), faolo Morutuiii 
(lib. ir. p. 69). 

' 8taiiao(Fite,p.470). 

VOL. I. 17 



Digitized by Gopgle 



208 mSTOEY OJT VENICE. - L'-aiP. VI. 

On the demise^ of the Do^^^e Coutarini, a large crowd 
of people assembled in their gondolas and amed 
galleys at San Nicole del Lido, where the bishop and 
his canons were cclebratin<jf a mass for the soul of the 
departed, and gave their suffirages to the patrician 
Domenigo Selyo, ci^g: Nai volmo Dose Domenigo 
Seho, e lo laudiamo. Hereupon, the declared object of 
the national choice, who was returning from the late 
Doge's funeral, wiiich he may have been invited to 
attend, was immediately raised from the ground, and 
carried on the ahonldeiB of some of bis political 
friends to a pfondola, which was in waiting at the 
water-side, and in which he was conveyed to Venice. 
On landing, the Doge and his partizans at once 
directed their steps toward Saint Mark's; at a short 
distance from the latter, Selvo was met by the members 
of the l'iu\isiiuial Government, who embraced and 
congratulated liim ; and near the portal of the chui'ch, 
be was received by the ministers of the Docal Chapel, 
who joined in procession. On entering Saint Mark's, 
Selvo, having nnsaiidalled his feet, threw himself on his 
knees, and remained for some time in an attitude of 
prayer. JEUsing at length from his genuflexion^ he 
adyanced to the principal altar, where he subscribed 
the Fromission, and accepted the great standard of the 
Kepublic. This part of the ceremonial haNing been 

^ Domeiiigo Tioo (De Ekdbme Dommi Dtnmmei Sihii Duna Vene- 
iiontm), quoted by &m80Tino (Venetia DeterUta^ lib. xii. p. 477), by 
Galliciolli (Mem. vi. 123) in exlnuoy andRomanin (vol. i. p. 309). TbMl 
was ouc Of the ministers of the Duoai Chapel {^Ce^Uam^ cffv M thqr were 
aiWrward called, Caiumicx). 
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completed, his Serenity was escorted by Tino and his 
other chaplaiiiB to the Palace, where the oath of 
allegiance was tendered to hun in the name of the 

people. 

On his accession to power, the new Doge caused the 
doors of the Palace, and the fomitore of the apart- 
ments, which had been damaged m the spoliation 

wliich followed the death of his predecessor, to be 
replaced. The fact, wliich reveals a curious state of 
society, presents a striking instance of a practice 
which very commonly prevailed on the demise of 'the 
Crown : nor was it till 1828, that any attempt was 
made to modiiy so smgular and so preposterous au 
abuse. 

Fifty years before the accesflion of Selvo, a colony 
of Northmen had founded in the Italian peninsula a 

new dnnmiion :iml a ncw djTiasty ; luid the ffrowth of 
the Norman pow or was so rapid that, in 1080, Robert, 
the brother of Unfroi Groisoard,^ the first of the Dukes 
of Apnlia and Calabxia of that line, found Mmself the 
protector of the Roman Pontiff, and the successful 
rival of the German Emperor of the West.* But the 
ambition of Bobert Guiscard soared still higher; the 
effeminate languor of the Greeks and the perturbed 
bt ito of Italy iuspired him with ii behef that ii was 
within Ins power to restore, in his own person, that 
unity to the empire which it had possessed under 
Augustus ; and with this gigantic msheaie in contem« 

* Ckromqiu de Robert Viteart (Ulh, i. p. 877); Ma» 1835, Sro. 

• Denina iHevohuiom ^ItaHa, ii. p. 7). 

17—2 
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plation it was that he^ entexed the Meditenranean in 
the early part of the following year, with a large fleet 

at hiB clisposal, took Butrinto aud Cuifu, and laid siege 
to Durazzo. * 

The ostensible object of the Duke in invading the 
Greek territories, which was the reinstatement on the 

throne of the lawful Emperor, Michael Ducas,' had 
however, in the meantinie, been regarded with the 
most unfeigned alann and anzietj by the nsaiper, 
Nicephoms Botoniates ; and the latter, trembling for 
his* personal safety, and finding in the scanty resources 
of the Byzantine Court no adequate means of warding 
off the threatened danger, had invoked the protection 
of the Republic ; while he oflfered to the Doge, as a 
particular mark of his esteem, the hand of the Princess 
Theodora, the daughter of the late Emperor, Con- 
stantine Dncas XI.' Selvo, on his part, accepted with 
pleasure the offer of so honourable a inamage ; and 
the Venetians, who, from other causes, viewed not with 
less apprehension the movements of Gniscard, and 
whose present interest it was to prop up the tottering 
throne of the feeble successors of Valens, ^vere natui iullv 
predisposed to lend a favourable ear to tbe request 
of Botoniates. The betrothal of Theodora Dacas to 
their Chief Magistrate, and the receipt of intel%enee 
that Robert had attempted by various ai-li!ic( S to 
wean from their fideUty the fiefs in Dalmatia,^ which 
they already held by sach a brittle tenmre, conduced 

' Chronique de Robert Viscart (lib. ii. c. 1). ' Ibid. 

' LArt de verifier Us Votes (xm p. 449). ' FiliMi p. 348). 
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to strengthen a half-formed determination ; and in 
the month of August, 1081, a fleet of sixtj-thrco 
Bail,' under the perscmal commaDd of SelTO, left 
the Lagoon for the Mediterranean, to raise the siege 
of Dmazzo, and to protect the maritime frontier of 
the empire. 

Selvo passed the Ionian Isies mthont experiencing the 

slightest opposition, and arrived at length off Cape Pali.* 
Here the squadron was hecaimed. A lew light barks 
were sent forward, however, to ascertain the position 
moYements of the enemy ; and these scouts annonnced 
ou their retura, tiuit liic Xurman fleet imder Guiscard 
himself was floating at auchor in the bay of Durazzo, 
eight or nine miles distant* Bat so soon as he was 
apprised of tiie near approach of the Venetians, the 
Duke of Apulia, altogether unprepared to receive u 
sudden attack, and wholly unconscious of the helpless 
condition of his antagonist, resolved to have recourse 
to a temporizing poUcy, and his son Bohemond, to 
wiium he confided the task of opening nep^otiations 
with Selvo, having protested to the latter that Guiscard 
was actuated by no feeiing (ji ambition or hostility 
toward the empire, and that his sole object m invading 
the Greek frontier was the restoration of Michael Ducaa 
to the throne, concluded by praying, in this under- 
takmg, the concurrence and aid of the Republic. The 

* Marin (ii. p. 390). 

* Anna Comneoa (Hutoire <f Alexis, fradiiite par Comin^ lib. iv. 
p. 1.10): TVT:il)iterra (7/fV. Simla, iii, ch. xxvi.); Gulieimus Apulua 
(/J<f S utihiiiiiHnonun geiUc i^ot ma^ lib. iv.) ; Chrouique tie Vuxart 
(lib. L c. 
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Doge, who perhaps felt that, in his present dilemma, 
he could bai-ely afford to be candid, affected to enter- 
tain the sabdolons proposal ; he ultimately begged that 
night to reflect on the matter; and the ship^ which 
had brought Bohemond to Pali, was no sooner lost in 
the dusk of evenin^]^, than Sulvo directed the lighter 
vessels to tow the men-of-war into the baj of Dorazzo, 
where the whde fleet was drawn up, under bis eye, in 
the form of a crescent, the carrieks being placed in the 
front, and the smaller frigates in the rear. Ou the 
former might be seen lofty nnd storied castles of wood ; 
and in each of these floating fortresses was stationed a 
large body of soldiers and marines, who, in addition to 
the ordinary 'weapons used in medieval warfare, were 
provided %vith a supply of huge fagots pointed with 
ironi which they might let drop from that deyation 

» 

with &tal accuracy on the decks of Hie enemy's ships. 

All the arrangements prtpuiatory to an action wero 
completed in the course of the night ; and at daybreak^ 
the forces of BoIto were seen lymg in exceUent order 
within a short distance of the month of the bay ; while 
it was fonnd that the Norman b had taken up a position 
betweeu the Venetian squadron and the shore. But 
the former had been ont-manoBurred ; the rapid and 
masterly movement of the Doge bad been wholly 
unexpected ; and although the Duke oi Apiiiia had at 
once perceived that a battle was inevitable, and had, 
in lilEe manner, made all the necessary dispositions 
dming the preceding night, it was dear thai he had 
httle counted upou being cooped up in such a manner 
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ihat his saperiority of nmnbers would proye itself lees 

an advantage than an incumbrance. 

Under tliese circumstances, which Selvo had rendered 
by hiB able taciicB so &Toiirable to bimselfi the strode 
commenced with the daylight ; and it was mamtained 
for some time on botli sides with equal ^-igour and 
equal success. Guiscard himself was foremost among 
the combatants ; and his son narrowly escaped capture 
in conducting an attack on the Venetian line. Bnt 
the steady and miyielding valour of the Islanders, 
combined with their tried diBcipliue and consmnmate 
dexterity, was not to be withstood; their opponents, 
who might own that they had at last foond a foe 
worthy of their arms, gradually lost ground ; and after 
a strenuous but iutile endeavour to regain his position, 
the Dnke of Apuha was forced to acknowledge the 
snpeiior fortmie of Venice and San&t Mark. His dis- 
comfiture reheved Dnrazzo ; the conqneror, after giving 
audience to an embassy from Botoniates, who was 
anxious to congratulate and comphment Selvo and 
his officers on the satisfoctory result of their exertions^ 
entered that town in triumph ; and, having placed his 
son in command of the garrison, which was already 
composed, in principal measure, of Venetian residents/ 
he returned home (1061) . Toward the dose of the 
same year, Botoniates was deposed and succeeded by 
Alexius Comneuus. 

Bnt the genius of Guiscard speedily retrieved his 

* Anonymus JUttrcutiid (p. 0, iiotcs 42-3); Lebeau (xv, pp. 144, 
UJ, 17U). 
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diBastor; a&d, two montlu after the ziaval batUe of 

Durazzo, he met and defeated a Chreek army, com- 
manded by the Emperor in person. It was then 
already Koyember; the enemy was ia fall retreat; 
and the Dnke, deairons on his part of repoelng on a 
victory, resolved to fix his quarters for the winter at 
Joanniua, where he might keep a watchful eye on the 
works which he had thrown up during the campaign 
zonnd Dnnuizo, and on which the operatimiB in the 
following year largely depended. 

On the approach of spring (1082) the place wa8 
invested anew; and the formidable nature of the 
artilleiy of which Gniscaid had formed hia beaieging 
train, seemed to insnre a snccessM result. Tet, if 
the issue of the undertaking was still in any degree 
donbtfiil, that doaht was quickly dissipated by a 
strange and nnforeseen oontingeney. A Venetian 
noble, named Domenigo, who resided at Dnrazso, 
and who commanded one of the principal towers, had 
been recently piqued at some shghting expression of 
the OoTemor Belvo ; to repair Ms hononr, or to in- 
dul^'e his resentment, Domenigo eonoerved the design 
of betraying Lis trust ; and three days after his arrival 
at Dui'azzo, Guiscard was secretly informed that, pro- 
vided he was willing to reqnite the service in a suitable 
manner,' that part of the fortress over which the 
traitor was placed in charge should be left purposely 

• Gibbon (cb. Ivi. p. 332) says positively that a rich aiid honoumblc 
marriage was the price of the .scr\ ice. But he cites no authority lor this, 
and I have not seen such a statemeut in any other writer. 
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ddianeeleefl and accessible on the night of iihe 

22nd February, 1082. iiobeii embraced tlus base 
proposal with somewhat discreditable aTidify; asaur- 
anees of friendship and fidelity weie exchanged ; and, 
aft the specified hour, the Norman troops, having 
entered the open tower iu silence, surprised tlie citadel, 
and oltimately forced Selvo and the Venetian garrison 
to evaciiate the torn, the ehaige of which ivaa confided 
by the Doke to one of his own officers.* 

The campaign of 1082, which had been thus inau- 
gurated by the fall of Durazzo, was also distingnished 
1^ the lednddon of Castotia/ and several other towns 
m Thessaly; and had not the terrible reverses of his 
son Bohemond in the Itahtm pemnsula, and the sohci- 
tations of the Holy See, recalled him at that juncture 
from the East, the Duke of Apulia might have shortly 
placed on his own head the golden diadem of the 
empire of Romania. 

The multifarious concerns of his kingdom detained 
Bobert in Apulia till September^ 1084, when he once 
more quitted the port of Otranto with a powerful fleet, 
and directed his course toward Corfu. But, in the 
nieantuue, Comnenus, alarmed by the recent successes 
and the fresh preparations of his indefatigable foe> 
intunated to Selvo that, should the Bepublic again 
consent to enlist herself in the cause of the Byzantine 
Court, new commercial privileges would bo forth- 
coming: the Emperor even added, that he would 

' Guliclnm<* Apulu.s (Pofma, lib. iv.), 
' ChroH. tie li. Vwariy loco ciUUo. 
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endeftvonr to raise a nayal coniangent. Those eondi- 

tions were aceeptcJ ; and in the early part of October, 
the Doge, having a well-orgaoiized squadron^ under liis 
ordeis, set sail a seeond time for the Ionian Isles. He 
found himself confronted mth the enemy of whom he 
was in search between Corfu and Ccphalonia. 

On this occasion, Selvo was placed in conunand of 
nine castellated ships of extiaordinaiy size, canning 
a force of about 18,000 men, thirty-six drommd or 
nari grossi, whose complement reached 10,000, f<jnrteeu 
long galleys, and nine vessels of smaller proportions 
and lighter draught. The fleet of the Normans was 
composed of 120 sail.* In point of numbers, -therefore, 
the advantage was greatly on the side of the enemy ; 
but the Venetian squadron seems to have been 
superior in strength and effidency. At all events, 
the battle which ensued terminated speedily in foTour 
of tlu latter, and Guiscard was under the necessity 
of ordering a general retreat. A second engagement 
took place three days later; it was followed by a 
similar result; and the victorious Doge, aetmg on 
tlu^ reasonable but dangerous belief that the enemy 
was too much discomfited to rally, sent back to Venice 
all the vessels which appeared unable to contend 
against the increasing rigour of the season, and re- 
tired with the rest to the coast of Albania, where he 
intended to watch the movements of the Normant^, and 
to await their departure. 

' Guj^ljchnup Apuh'.s ( D« Norfhm. genie Poema) ; Ap.Mtirat. (v. 272). 
« FiliuDi (Ihcinhc iitoruhe, p. '201). 
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The Beqnel shewed that the rednetion of the 

ScjiiUAlron at tliis stage of the operations was ex- 
tremeiji: premature and ill-judged ; Guiscard, wlio was 
quickly apprised of the step, wisely determined not to 
neglect so anspicions an opportanity of renewing hos- 
tilities ; and this determination was strengtlicnud by 
the statement of Pietro Contarini, a Venetian deserter 
of laok/ that the Doge was altogether ignorant of the 
temper of the Normans, and wholly unprepared for 
action. The information of the traitor Coutaiini was 
found to be perfectly correct. The sudden and im- 
petnoos attack of Gniscaid took Selvo completely by 
sorprise, and threw his forces into irrecoverable eon- 
fusion. The canicks became all but useless. The 
£rigates and a large proportion of the galleys were 
absent: and, to add to his distress and perplexityt 
the Greek contingentt smitten by a panic fear, fled in 
dismay, liaviug bLai-ccly excluLiiged a blow with iha 
enemy. Still the courage and self-posseagion of the 
Doge did not forsake him in that trying moment. 
On the contrary, every effort which nught help to 
extricate his fleet from tlic perilous position in ^^'Jlich 
it was placed, was exerted by Selvo; and had the 
vessels, which were now directing their conrse toward 
the Lagoon, been at his disposal, or, indeed, had he 
at all anticipated the attack, he felt that, even mider 
such disadvantages, ho would have easily achieved a 
third trimnph. But it was ihm too late. . The enemy 
was pressing forward on every side. His line was 

* itomanio (i. ^24). Tlie luotivti oi {Soiiimiiii is mikuuwn. 
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outflanked and overwhelmed. Two of Imi canieks 

foundered ; Beven fell iuto tlie hands of the Normans ; 
and of the Yeuetians, 3,000 were killed, and 2,500 
were taken priBoners.^ The Doge himseif baxelj suc- 
ceeded in effecting a diBoideriy retreat with the remnant 
of hiB shattered squadron (November, 1084).* ' 

It was toward the close of that year that the Vene- 
tians beheld the wreck of their fleet, and learned the 
diflastroiis resolt of the Battle of Coifa ; and a roYerse 
which spread such terrible havoc among a sparse 
population, natuiallj hied great discontent and re- 
pining. There was no nnwillingnees to belieye that 
Selvo had exerted his best efforts to avert the calamity; 
and those who Lad been present at the battle were 
able to bear testimony to the energy and skill which 
he had shown to the last moment in the &ce of vastly 
saperior nmnbers. Bnt the general opinion was that, 
apait from those two considerations, the conduct of 
the Doge was justly open to animadversion. In the 
first phice it was urged thati although he defeated the 
Doke of Apulia twice in the course of four days, he 
had neglected to use that double victory ; secondly, it 
was said that, in suffering Guiscard to take him by 
surprise, he had exhibited too Uttle circumspection. 
These were grave imputations : nor were they readily 
answerable. Even the waimest defenders of Selvo 



* Romodd efSdenio iCkromeam, p. 175); Ketro GituHnkiii (fa*1i.i. 
p. 19); Dandolo (lib. ix. cli. TiiL); Filitti {Mmorie, vi. 809-70); ibid. 

{liicinhf Storirhr. p. 201). 
^ Komuoiu (i. p. U24) w^'s timt the itriMuers wer(^ afWrwanl released. 
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could only adduce in palliation of his faults the im- 
saspeeted treaeheiy of Retro Oontarini, the glorious 
campaign of 1081, and the other public services of 
the Doge during a reign of thirteen years. It also 
unfortunately happened that there was, at that time, 
a large and influential Faction, iriioee interest and 
aim it was to foster tiie incipient belief in the negU- 
gence and incapacity of their cliicf magistrate ; the 
leader of this party was Vitah FaUero Dodoni, a 
member of one of the oldest Venetian families, and 
an avowed candidate for the yacant berretta. Yet 
such was the success with which he operated on the 
public feeling, and such ready credit did his base and 
exaggerated repiesentaiions obtain among the lower 
orders, that Selvo was f<»eed, in the course of Decem- 
ber, 1084, by the diead of a popular tumult, to lender 
his resignation ; and thus the crown, which he was 
suspected of having won by intrigue, was wrested from 
him by intrigue. Dodoni succeeded to the throne ; 
his election hud probably been a pre-concerted mea- 
sure. The new Doge was abready advanced in 
years.* 

Shortly before his depomtion, flie Doge Selyo had 
lost his consort Theodora, the daughter of the Greek 
Emperor Constantine Ducas XI. The luxurious extra- 
TBgance of this lady forms a fiiTOurite theme with the 
chroniclers of those tunes ; and Hhe namtiye of Petrus 

' Komanin (i. p. 325). Two of the MS8. in the Harl. Collection 
(No0. 4820 fuid 5020) may be compared with Cronaea MUmk (lib. iii. 
p. 84.) 
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Dami iTiiis especially presents an amnsing sketch of 
her fuahiou of life, which contribates to illoBtrate the 
manners of the period. It seems that everv^ morning, 
when the Dopffti\'ss;i rosOj lior checks were bailied with 
dew, which was ibund to impart to them a beantifiil 
freshnees and glow. Her ablations were peifoxmed in 
rose-water. Her elothes were scented with the finest 
and most delicate balscims. Her hands were always 
covered with gloves. Her chamber was satmuted with 
essences and aromatic perfhmeSi insomuch that it was 
not nnnsnal for her attendants to faint daring the 
tedious process of tliu toilet. lu conveying tlie food 
to her mouth, Theodora was wont to employ the 
medinm of a.donble-pronged golden fork. Sach sinfol 
Yolnptaoosness and inordinate indalgence brought with 
them (continues DainiuDus) their ovm punishment. 
About two years after her marriage with Belvo, the 
Dogazessa was attacked by a potiid fever; the makdy, 
which grew upon her too fiist to admit the hope of 
cure or rccov( rv, becamu at last insufferably nauseous ; 
and the daughter of Ducas, an object, in her latest 
moments, of mmgled compassion and disgost to all 
aroond her, was left to die in agony, almost in soli- 
tude.* 

The language of Damianus favours a supposition 
that the Greek Princess was goih^ of introdacing 
into the Bepublic many &lse refinements and fan- 
tastic notions, which were tiU then unknown to the 
daughters of the Contarini and the Morosini. It may 

* Sumdo (VUCf p. 477); Dradolo (lili. u. p. 247). 
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be doubted, howerer, whether such was the case. 
That the Venetian ladies of the eleventh centnij were 

too simple in tlioir tastes to copy the fashions of the 
Greeks, is possible ; ^ but there is no ground for the 
beUef that that sunplicity proceeded firom their ignot 
xanoe, rather than their virtne* On the contrary^ 
there is irrefragable evidence that the Venetian traders 
frequented Constantinople so early as the year 800 ; 
toward the close of the following century they had 
established a regular commerce with the Levant ; and 
even in 940, when Luitprand, the envoy of Berenger 11., 
King of Italy, passed through Venice on his way to 
the antient Capital of the world, he could not help 
remarking the strong contrast which the rich costnmes 
and polite carriage of the citizens offered to the rude 
at tireand ruder manners of the Franks and Lombards 
of his day.' Luitprand had now been dead upward of 
100 years; and in this long interval, the genius and 
enterprise of the great mercantile Houses of Baroz2si, 
Michieli, and Badoer, had developed and promoted to 
a wonderful extent the national civilization. Tt must 
be remembered that in this interval Orseolo n. had 
reigned; and we are led, on the whole, to incline 
to the view, that the Venetians of the age of Sclvo 
were as fEuniliar with the customs of the people who 

* One of SeIvo*fl wacc c aiog a , Vitali ^licliieli, enumerated among the 

virtues of hw consort Felice, who died in HOI, and amis l>iiriL j at Saint 
Mnrk'a, a dctc^tatiaa of luxiuj. Caicamt Ltunan, it ia written iu tbo 
cpituph (Sanflu^ino, ii. 95). 

* Luitprand {Legatio ad Nicephonm Phocam: Benan JiaUcanm 
Seriptaret, toL iL p. 417). 
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dwelled on the shores of the Eusine and the Archi- 
pelago, as irith the cotton that was spun at Pola, 
or with the mae which was brought from Jiutmople. 

The nuptials of Maria Arg>Ta ami Giovanni Orseulo 
have been recorded in the annals of the tenth century; 
those of Theodora Dncaa with Domenigo Selvo conse* 
qnently offered the second instance, in which a princeea 
of the Rojal blood of Constantinople had been united 
to a scion of the Venetian nobility ; and it might be 
considered by some as no insignificant testimony to 
the power and importance of the Bepublic, that the 
snccessors of Valons no longer disdained to give their 
daughters in marriage to the Fishermen of Eialto. 

There was still another feature in the reign of the 
Doge Selyo, which sheds a certam Instre over his 
memory. During the Revolution of August, 976, 
which proved itself fatal to Sanudo lY., the Ducal 
Palace had been consamed; and his successor, Or- 
seolo I., considering the general distress, which pre- 
vailed at that conjimcture, diew from Ins private 
resources the sum re<^uisite to defray the expense of 
its restoration. Orseolo, howeyer, left the work 
unfinished, and the Palace was not wholly completed 
till the reign of Domen^o Contarini (104^71) . Yet, 
although the principal and more conspicuous portions 
of the new edifice were built of stone, some had been 
left, or perhaps eyen reconstructed, in the ruder mate- 
rial. It was the taste and munificence of Selvo, which 
removed this obvious and unaccountable blemish ; while 
he rendered the form of the building infinitely more 
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beaatifal, and its propartions more striking, by the 
addition of marble colnmns, and commenced the de- 
coration of tho walls of the interior witli painting and 
mosaic/ It was thus that Venice began to owe her 
grandenr, as well as her greatness, to a Ifow wealthy 
and eminent citizens, members of the same order, 
advocates of the same principles; and that, without 
tho orfliiuLiy aid of grants fxom the Commune, her 
public buildings soon wore an aspect of magnificence, 
upon which her neighbours and contemporaries might 
gaze with mingled wonder and envy. 

* Cicognara (^Montaaenti^ i. p. 19). 
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AJ). 1084 to AJ>. 117X 

Faliero I. Dodoni, First Doge of Yemoe, Dalmatia and Croatia (1085)-' 
New Treaty with the Byzantine Court (10R5) — Restoration of 
Loredo (1094) — The Magistrato del Proprio (1085) — Plagae and 
Famine at Venice — Death of Faliero I. — Vitali Michicli, jyoge 
(1096) — Participation of Venice in the CrutjadeH (1099) — Recovery 
of Femura by the Yeoetiaiis on behdf of the Oiraiite« Hati]da(110S) 
^-Deotih of Mkhieli I. (Mfty, 1102)— >Fi]ien> IL Dodooi, Doge 
(1102-17)— War with Padua (]no) Fresh Expedition to Syria 
(1111)— War with Hungary (1 1 1.5-17)— Battle of Zara (1115)— 
\"mt f)f Henry V. to Venice (March, 1 1 16) — Ucucwal of the War 
with Hungary — Second BatUe of Zara (June, 1116) — Third Battle 
of Zara— Fail of the Doge— Roat of the Venetians— Five Years' 
Trace with Hungary— Domango Michieli, Doge (1 1 17-28)— Fresh 
Expedition to Syria (1123)— Battleof Jaffa— Siege of Tyre— Treaty 
between the Republic and the King of Jerusalem — Triiunphal 
Rctnm of Michieli tn Venice (1124) — Sack of the Ionian Isles — 
Recovery of the Dalmatian Colonies from Hun^arj- — Occnpatlon of 
Cephalouia by a Venetian Fleet (1128) — ^Abdication of Miciucii 11, 
(1128) — ImprovcnMBt of the Veaetiaa Police during bia Reign — 
He is Succeeded by his Son-in-Law Fietro Fblam (1128-48) — 
AcquSntion of Fano (1141)— Second War with Padua (1143)— 
Recovery of Pola from the Pisans (1145) — Coalition of il c Republic 
with Emmanuel Comncnus against the Ktnp: of Sicily — Siege of 
Corfu (1148) — Devastation of Sicily by the Vcnet ians — T^rnth of 
Folani(1148) — Domenigo Moroaini, Doge (1148-56) — Mickieii HI^ 
Doge (1156-72)— Genena State of Lombaidy— OoDUon between 
Vemee and some of the GhibeUine Cities— Humiliation of the Patri* 
arch of Aquileia (1 163)— Formation of the Lombard League (1167) 
— War between Venice and the Emperor Comnenus (1171 
l^nvncrc^ nf the Plnpie among the Troops of the Republic (1171)— 
Assas&inAlion of Aiichicli liL (27th May, 1172.} 

In the spring of 1085, Andrea Michicli, Jacopo Orio, 
and Domeuigo Daudolo ol the pariah of Ban Silvestro, 
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airiTed at the Golden Horn ; they were the Venetiaii 
depntieB, who were chaiged with the task of reminding 

Comnenus of Uie enga,<]fciiipiit into wluch lie liad so 
recently entered mih the late Domenigo Selvo.* The 
representaiiyes of Faiiero H. now solicited the Emperor 
to discharge the promise made to Selyo shortly before 
the disastrous Battle of Corfii : iiud they intimated, 
that the fozmal cesaion of Dalmatia aud Croatia to the 
Bepnblic was a necessaiy prelude to the renewal of 
the campaign. Alexins deplored, perhaps, the weak- 
ness which precluded him from resisting or resenting 
the demands of his insular AlUes: yet he might 
recognise in them the stipnlated price of serviced 
rendered to his empire in a season of nrgent distress. 
In the presence of the depnties, however, his Majesty 
xeiiuquished all right to a provincci which one of Ms 
predecessors had refosed to resign to the greatest 
of the OarloTingian kmgs. He exempted the Venetian 
traders in all parts of the empire, excepting in C>^^rus, 
Caudia, and Me^alopohs, from all duties and imposts 
whatever. On FaUero, whom he acknowledged as 
Doge of Venice, Dalmatia, and Croatia, he conferred 
the title and revenues of a Protosevastos ; and the 
church of Saint Mark was endowed with several 
houses in Dorazzo and Constantinople.* Bat the 
clearest testimony of the necessities of the Byzan- 
tine Court, as well as the best muuument of the 
growth of the Venetian power, was that clause in 

• Dc Monacis (Ibi. 43) ; iMutincIU {Del Commercio de V'eneziani^ p. 22). 
' Dandolo (lib. ix. ch. ix.) ; llliasi (vi. p. 382). 

18—2 
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the new ebiysobole which adjudged each AmitifitAn 
merchant, resident in tiie Eastern capital, to pay to 

the Ducal Fisc an annuid tribut-e of three perperi.* 

Alexius had thus redeemed his pledge ; and Fnlioro 
pioceededf on his part, to open the campaign of 1085* 
The operations of the fleet were of a languid and 
tmimportaut character ; a few engagements took place 
in the Golf of Tarentum between the Normans and 
the allied forces of the Greeks and Yenetians^ in all of 
which the former had the advantage ; and in the 
coarse of May, Dodoni determined to withdraw from 
the contest. A iem months later, the iilnstnons 
Gniscard died at Cepfaalonia, where he was project- 
m<: a fresh invasion of the empire;* and his death 
relieved the Byzantine Court from ail apprehension 
in that qnarter. 

In the meantime, the Doge had returned with the 
fleet to Venice. He was si]r|trised to find the capital 
a scene of consternation and sorrow, baint Mark had 
disappeared. The search and inquiries of the priests 
had heen fruitless. The dtizens had had recourse to 
fasting and prayer, but in vain. The Saint was in- 
exorable ; till, on the 6th of June, 1085, as one of 
the officials was performing some service in the chapely 
he hecame sensihle of a sweet odour, and turning 

' A perpero wem equal, at that time, to ten shillings, and the value of 
momy in the twdAh centniy, m compared wHh its value in the nine* 
teeiilJL wM in the proportkm of 8 to 1. See Leber (Anas mt Is ^isr- 
tunc Pnvee, p. 103). 

' Gul. Apuliu iPaema, lib. and MntineUi iCommereio de Vene* 
ziaUf p. 22). 
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roimd in astonisLment, he belield an arm protruding 
from one of the eolunms of the porch. The loan was 
dumb with ioar, till he was reassured by a voice, which 
said to him : I am Saint Mark ; go, and amiomice 
mj return in the City." In obedience to the Saint's 
instrueiionSy the favoured ecclesiastic communicated to 
the Doge and the patriarch what he had witnessed. 
The whole capital was soon thrown into a state of 
effervescence. Every one became anxious to examine 
with his own eyes the spot, where the hand of Saint 
Mark had been first seen ; and so widely spread was 
the reputation of the Patron -Evangelist in those days 
throughout the neighbouring provinces, that a great 
nnmber of devout persons were attracted to Bialto by 
the joyfbl intelligence.^ Among others, the Emperor 
llcnrv rV., Avlio ^vas then residini,^ iit Treviso, when 
he was apprised of the circumstance, informed the 
YenetiaQ deputies, Yitali Michieli of San Basilio, and 
Fietro Zoppolo, who had just obtained from him the 
renewal of the mercantile charter, that it was his in- 
tention shortly to visit the tlir atre of the late miracle ; 
and, on that occasion, his Majesty was suffered to 
indulge his pious curioedly. But the imperial visit 
was opportune : for, in the October of the same 
year, the Saint was placed under stricter coniinement, 
and the Doge and the Frimicerio, to whose care he was 



' It forms a eiirion<« illustration of tlie manners and religioiw tone of 
the period that an ajidata waa instituted in ttcrnal commemoration of this 
circumstance, known as the Andata per riu>cutiuiie del Corpo di 
Marco.** SeeSanaovino (K. D. liL^ltf). 
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now jomilj confided, were thenoefonraid the only 

persons to whom hid precise posiiiou was not a 
secret.^ 

In ihe year 1094, a gnmt was obtamed from the 

Commune to defray the expense of restoring the 
antient iief of Loredo, between Ailria and CaTarzero ; 
and m the compact into which the BepnbUe thought 
fit to enter with the mnnidpal authorities, it was stipu- 
lated that the le^'nl luid commercial fiiinciiises eujojed 
bj Venetian citizens should be extended without 
exception to the Iioiedese ; that they should exerdae 
the privilege of choosing theur own gastaldot or Chief 
Magistrate ; and that they should pay to the Bishop 
of Castello an annual poll-tax of three fowls, as well 
as a fee of threepence to the collector. The Boge 
reserved to himself the right of hunting in fbair 
forests, and fishing in their streams.* 

In tlie same epoch, and indeed in the same year 
(1094) , is placed the institution of a new public ofiice, 
designated the Magistmto del Proprio, whose peculiar 
proYince it became to examine the legality of wills ; to 
administer the effects of persons, who mi^t die intes* 
tate ; to ^ercise a general control over the transfer 
and conveyance of estates, and to protect the interests 
and rights of the orphan and the widow.* To assign 
to a lay tribunal the wide and important functions 



' Duadolo (lib. ix. p. 251) ; Pietro Giustiiiiani (lib. i. p. 28). 

• Dandolo (lib. ix. p. 251) quotes the treaty between Venice and iicr 
dependency tcxtually : it boun date Deoetnber, 1004. 

* Smuoiuio ( VeKeHa Bueritta, lib. ziii. p. 5M). 
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which were fhos exereised by the Proprio, was entirely 

in hannony with the genius of tlie \ enetian Cuiibiiia- 
tion. Venice was a State where the utmost jealousy 
had eyer eziBted of derieal interference eren in 
spiritoal matters; and there was no cotintty where 
bucli ;iuxiuub care was tlisplayed in lading dowa 
the line of demarcation between the secidar and 
ecclesiastical anthohties. The Bepublio was pecu- 
liarly intderant of any attempt on the part of the 
Church to extend her influence to a branch of the law, 
over which she had no legitimate control; and at a 
period when the Bishops were being foimaUy coit- 
stituted elsewhere the administrators, not only of 
bei^uests to pious uses, but of all testaments, intes- 
tadeSy and cognate matters, Yenetiaa reformers were 
foimd talking such things altogether out of the hands 
of the clercn;, and placing them miJ( r the exclusive 
cognizance of a civil magistrate. The origin of the 
Magistrato del Froprio is believed to have been im- 
mediately owing to a monetary crisis, and to the dis- 
covery of some dishonest transactions on the ]jart of 
certain trustees of property. 

The financial difficulty of 1094 was followed in 
somewhat less than two years by a Tisttation of 
plague and famine ; and in the number of those 
who succumbed to the former was the venerable 
Dodoni himself,* whose &te might haye been 



' The name of Dodoni (Dcduiiis) wns pfobibly derived irooi the Castle 
of DedoiUi in Uie Cremonese territory. 
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y/kmed perhapB with move sympaihj, if the scarcity 

liad not been cliie% duo to his personal improvi- 
dence. 

In itB periodical recmrenceSy the epidemic was 
naturally apt to exhibit more than nsnal wnlence in 

a City Tviiicli, iu aJclition to imperfect sewage, venti- 
lation, and light, was exposed to three evils from 
which its neighboQis were for the most part exempt : 
the noxious Yaponrs of the lagoons, the dampness of 
the soil, arising from constant inmidations, and 
secondarily, at least, the scanty space disposable for 
purposes of sepoltore within so limited a tetiitotial 
area. On the other hand, indeed, the populaftton of 
Venice was comparatively sparse and singnlarly 
flactnating ; and there is no vaUd reason to suppose 
that even the less aristocratio localities were crowded to 
excess. The callings of the lower orders were generally 
healthy and invigorating; their habits were cleanly; 
their diet was simple ; and frequent voyages to distant 
countries, or excursions to the terra firma, afforded 
changes of air and scene of which the corresponding 
class in many other States, and even in many other 
Italian dtieSi knew rery little, or nothing whatever. 
But these &yourable points can only be balanced 
against the disadynntages of geographical situation. 
We mast not ask why, under such circimistances, the 
evils of a pestQence were so great; but we must 
remember that, under any other conditions, Hiey would 
have been infinitely greater. Faliero was succeeded 
by Yitali Michieli of San Basilio, who had been the 
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Ambassador of the Bepublio at the Court cl Payia in 

1094 (December, 109G) 

The new Doge found on his accession that the pious 
dedamations of Peter of AmienSi called the Hemut, 
and other fanatical propagandiBts, were infusing a new 
spirit into mankind. The ages which immediately 
saoceeded the irraption of the Northern barhaiians 
had been ages of darkness, confiasion, and ignorance* 
The mighty torrent of mvasiou, which h;ul swept 
awaj the grandeur of Home, and which had e^aced 
the landmarks of kingdoms and empires, created a 
wide chasm between tJie past and the fntore; and 
when the flood bubbided, a colony of Scythians and 
Tart. us had settled on the beautiful and fertile plains 
of Umbria, Picenmn, and Lignria. The &bnlons 



* lUiero WIS entombed at Saint Mark's; ihe fillowtng konine Tenes 
were inscribed on his monument : — 

" Moribus uuignia, tituli'^ coleherrime dignia, 
Cultor houcstatis. Dux oiiiuimodffi probitatis, 
In coiimiunc ix)Qus semper ad omnia pronaSi 
FubUca conaeryaiii meliora ban! eoaesmiis, 
Dnm vetermn gesta reoovaos^ plus reddis honesta^ 
Cimctaque jneonde fbamMf das semper abande^*' 
Ut fieret plenus quicumque veniret cgenus, 
Plus qtioqtie longinquoe refovcns qxmm cnmc propio^UOi^ 
Vita ftiit cuju.s patriae tremor iiostibus hujiii*, 
Reddens tranquillos nos lingua, viribiu iilos. 
Ciyus erat kIiv populos pro pace sobiiei 
In qaocnmqoe ibres ezpoidia * . . « laborai 
Decretis Icgum muniens .... r^mn; 
I't fieres horum Rex, et Corrector coruin, 
Kama cujus ca'dros ciijus dcdit ire Faledroii, 
Christ! nataliit peragts dum festa Vitalis 
Duccris ad fimuis factus dolor omnibus unus!!! 

Sanmmfio iV,D. 11, 97), 
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ong^ of the sfanoigeiB foxgotten io the lapse of 

time, and intemiamages ^th the Italians gradually 

produced a race who might regard tlicii* savage ances- 
tors with surprise and contcinpt. The Goths and the 
Lombards had quickly yielded to the hnmamadng in- 
flnence of a softer and more luxurious climate, and they 
had long acquhed the arts of their adopted counti'jTnen 
before they began to copy then: vices. By example and 
edocation, moieorer, they had been slowly converted 
from idol-worship to the Christian rehgion ; and they 
were thus led to sympathize with the horror created 
by the insults which the Mohammedans heaped on 
the tomb of the Son of God and en the City of Sal- 
vation. Duriui,^ tiie early ages of the Church, tliis 
feeling maniiested itself only in desultory pilgrun- 
ages, and pious, bat feeble tows« In the elev^th 
century, a ripple had swollen mto a mighty wave; 
and tho pictm'e of the desecration ol" the Temple and 
the Sepulchre, drawn by interest, superstition, or 
credulity, had inspired Western chivahy with an ex- 
traordinary ardour for the rescae of the Holy Places 
fi*om profane hands. The knowledge and judgment 
of the self-constituted champions of the Cross bore a 
yexy slight proportion to their valonr and enthusiasm ; 
and their glowing zeal prepared them to regard reli- 
gion in a pomt of view widely different from that in 
which it had been contemplated by the founders of 
the Apostolic Faith. It ceased to be the rule or 
example of life : it became a passion and a pursuit. 
Men deiiended it with the sword, and polluted it with 
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bloodshed. To hanre died beneath the Sacred Banner 
was soon considered the most glorious, if not the 
most blessed end of earthly existenoe; and the extir- 
pation of the misbefieYen was accounted the best 
passport to the kingdom of heaven. Piety was, iu 
tills manner, readilj kindled into Jtauaticism, and iana- 
tidsm not imfreqnentlj wore the foim of phionsrjr. 

But, while the knights and peasantry of France, 
Flanders, and Germany, were sharing the iniiucnce of 
such sentiments, the Republic had began to perceiTe 
the high expediency of joining the general movement. 
The other Crusaders obeyed the new impulse: the 
K*^pubiic utilized it. The principle which swayed the 
policy and inspired the zeal of the Venetians in this 
class of midertaking, was precisely that which a 
trading community might be supposed to keep in 
view as the root and germ of its prosperity: while 
the almost insepenUe connexion of their political 
and commercial systems nataraUy led them to blend 

two ideas which luul till then remained disliuct, and 
to associate with the pursuit of wealth the acquisi- 
tion of power. The Venetians had long fonnd that 
the Mohammedan coontries formed an exceDent 
market for the produce and manuliacturcs of the 
West, and it was conseqnentlj not so much the fear 
of the conquest or recovery of Palestine by the infidels 
which operated as an incentive in their case, as that 
of the foundation of marts and counters bj other 
mercantile communities on the shores of the Holy 
Land, and of the rise in that manner of a competition 
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wbieh eoTild not fidl to be extremely injtmoiis to the 

national welfare. It was the aim of the Republic to 
loresial any such contingency* It was not to be 
expected that she would denatntalize herself by levy* 
ing large armies, and by sending them across arid and 
pestilential regions, or through hostile and barbarous 
coimtrieB where» even ehould they eontiiTd to force a 
passage, they would ahnost mevitably fall vietuns to 
hunger and disease. It was not vdtliiii the limits of 
possibility that Venice should adopt such a course. 
The part which she proposed to herself in these distant 
enterprises, was that of maritime co-operation with the 
niilitaiy Powers of Christendom ; and for such a part 
she was, perhaps, better fitted by her constitution and 
the peculiar genins of her people than any other £a- 
ropean State. 

In the early part of 1099, Badoer da Spinale and 
Faliero Storlado^ were commissioned by the Doge 
Michieli to superintend the oiganization of a Dahna- 
tian contingent; while the Government at home was 
engaged in preparing the expedition which, by the 
national consent, was to be despatched without delay 
to the succour of Godfrey do Bouillon and his brave 
companions in arms. This flotilla, which was com- 
puted at 207 vessels ' of all sail, left the gulf in tiie 
autumn of 1099, under the joint command of GioTanni 



' p. Giustiniani Chronica di Venetia, p. 40 (Kings MS8. 14S); Dc 
Wonacis, fol. 44 (Add. MSS. 8574) ; Marin (iii. 7-8-9) ; Komaniu (ii. 1 4). 

* Of these, aoeording to Navagicro {Storia, p. 963) and G. Diedo 
(^forM, i p. 54), dghij were galleys. 
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Michieliy the Doge's son, and Anigo Ckmtarim, bishop 
of Castello.* It shaped its course, in the first instance, 

for Giiulo, where the bishup received at the hands of 
the patriarch Pietro Badoer the great standard of Saint 
Mark; and thence it proceeded to Bhodes, where the 
admiral designed to wait till sprmg. 

Meanwhile, however, Alexins Comncnus, who had 
been watching the movements of the Bepublic with 
growing suspicion, and who considered that a certain 
deference was dne on her part to his wishes, had 
earnestly exhorted her to refrain from taking any 
active share in the Omsade ; and the Venetians, having 
tamed a deaf ear to tiie appeal, he had reoonrse to 
Pisan jealousy and hatred. His overtures in the latter 
quarter were more succesafiil ; and fifty galleys, which 
had served nnder the son of Bobert 0aiscard in the 
Holy Land during the preceding sonimer, readily 
furled the Nonnaii colours, and hoisted tliu iinpcrial 
flag. The merceuahes having diBcoyered that the 
Yenetian fleet was at anchor off Rhodes, advanced 
toward the spot where Michieli had fixed his moor- 
ings. The admiral, feigning ignorance of their 
hostile design, though he had actually imagined 
at first from the pennant which the stranger carried, 
that the nation was Greek, sent an envoy nnder a 
flag of truce to expostulate mih the Pisan com- 
mander. But the enemy having declined to aflbrd 

* The son of tihe late Doge Domenigo Contarini. The chorchnmn, 
howerer, had merely the spiritOKi cfaaig^ of the fytCfBi the cownuuid 
actually dcTolred uu Michieli. 



Digitizcu by Google 



mSIOBT OF VEmGO. 



any explanation of his purpose, Michieli hesitated no 
longer in entezing into hostUitleB; and in a deddTe 
though brief engagement with a portion of the Vene- 
tian hue, the mercenaries were defeated with a loss of 
twenty fihipB and 4|000 piiaoners*^ The fonner were 
retained as prizes; the latter immediately regained 
their hberty, witli tlio exceptiim of tliirty officers, 
whom the Venetian commander thought proper to 
retain as hostages.' 

Shortly after this eolMon, the whole fleet quitted 
its anchorage, and advanced to the islet of Myra, 
where Bishop Contarini was gi'atified by the discoTeiy 
of the body of Saint Nicholas, Bishop and Ckmfessory 
which he had promised to secure for Yob conntiy. 
From Myra the lleet proceeded to SmjTua, which was 
abandoned to pillage as a possession of the Saracens ; 
and at last, in the month of June, 1100,^ it entered 
the Bay of Jaffa. Three weeks after the arrival of 
Micliieli and his Bquadron, God^ey de Bouillon ex- 
pired (18th Julyi 1100); and after participating in the 
siege of Jaffii, and a few operations before the town 

of Caiplias,^ tlic Venetian commander dcfiikd on 
returning to Europe in auticipatiou of the winter. 
MichieU had lost sight of the shores of Palestine late 

' Blondus of Forli {De Orif^'inc ct Gesfix Vcnetormitt sign. f.). 

* Honcioni {htorie Pisanet lib. iv. p. 139); Paolo M<ffOsuu (lib. ir. 
p. 96) ; Saudi (i. p. 427). 

* Midumd (ii. p. 12) ; Ubean (xr. p. 360). 

4 The anooyiiunis author of the JVmuMm of th« lUHeg iff SakU 

Nichola.<i tn Venice (japud Qonoxo Ecrl. Fen. Antiq. Man. and quoted by 
Filiasi, liirrrchr, 234) statcR, that the Venetians nt tfiis siege had Tends 
flo laigei that ibejr were m a level wUk ike tower* of the ciTy. 
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m tiie aatimm : he made bis e&tiy into the haibonr 
of OnsteDo on the 0th of December, 1100/ It hap- 
pened to be Saint Nicliolas's day. An enormoos 
erowd had gathered on the quay to weJeome the re- 
turn of the txoope, and to hear the news from the 
East. The Doge himself and a procession of tho 
clergy were also there to receive with due honour 
the admiral and his squadron; and when a report 
was circulated, that Bishop Oontarini had brought 
with him from M\Ta the body of tho saint, to whoso 
memory that day was especially dedicated, the popular 
ecstasy was prodigious. Ihe whole capital soon pre- 
sented me scene of oration : the pious citizens were 
filled with delight and wonder at the coincidence ; and 
shortly afterward the sacred relics were lodged, mth 
evwfy mark of devotion, in the monasteiy which had 
been fomided at lido in 1044 by the Doge Contarini.* 
Thus terminated the first expedition of the Republic 
to the Holy Land, which had certainly partaken less 
of the nature of a militaiy pilgrimage than of that 

of a predatory cruise. 
In the succeeding year (1101) tlio Venetians, anxious 
* to punish and repress the fnraticai incursions of the 
emisers of Boger Guiscftrd into their Dalmatian |K)s- 
sessions, concluded an offensive and defensive leaf:^io 
with Hungaiy, to whose vengeance the Comit of Bicily 
had earned an equal title by similar operations on her 
frontier. The conditions of this treaty, which bound 
King Caloman to afford protection to tho Venetian 

■ Dindoilo (Ubiis. p. m). * Sttuovino (lib. p. 980). 



288 



HISTOEX OF VENICE. 



[our. vn. 



flag, and to provide a miHtaiy contiDgeiit to the naTal 
expedition against Apulia now in eontemplation by 
Michieli, were execnted, so soon as the vessels em- 
ployed in the Syrian campaign had been refitted and 
lepaixed; and while the Hungarian foiees invaded the 
dominionB of Gniseaid on the side of the land, a fleet 
conniiiuided by the Doge in person, descended the 
Adxiatic, sacked Brindisi^ and Monopoh, and diJOfused 
terror and desolation along the whole seaboard.' 

Darmg the same period, the Countess Matilda, who 
had long been concerting abortive measures for the 
recovery of Feirara, solicited the aid of Michieli and 
the B^nblic ; and in the spring of 1102» the Doge 
sailed up the Po with a small sqnadron, and took 
possession of the city in her name.' So material a 
service was not left unreqnitedy and the Yenetiana 
were placed by Matilda in the enjoyment of many 
valuable privileges of a commercial character in Ferrara. 

In the following May (1102) Michieh I. closed hiti 
days in peace, after a brief though not ioglorions 
reign of flve years and Ave montliB. His remains were 
intended in the vaults of San Zaccaria; and he was 
replaced by Ordelafo, the son* of the former Doge 
Fahero I. Dodom, who had perished so miserably 
dming the pestilenee of 1096. 

In the consLiuction uf tiieu' lai'ger and tiieir more 

* mma^iMmorkShriekedeOa Cilia di Ub. in. ch. viL). 
•DHidoloClili.iz.p.3S9); Retni Giaitiiuaiii (lilk i p. 31). 

* Doniaone (Ftta Mathiidu Comitissa^ lib. ii. cb. ziii. Ap. Murat^ v.). 

* CrcwiieailftfiMle(Ub.r.paX(2>; Caioldis 
5020). 
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important boildingB^ Boeh as the Badliea, the Ducal 
FkJaee, and the cathedral of San Pietro di Castello, 
the Veneiiaim iiad been accustomed from the most 
remote times to introduce stone and marble, which 
they procored, at a compazatiyely cheap rate, from 
Italy and Dalmatia. But the material almost uni- 
TersaUy employed in parish churches and private dwell- 
ings till the re^ of the second Faliero/ was wood, 
whidi was also imported from the latter countiy, as 
well as fi-uiii Istria. The remarkaljle change which 
was efifccted in this respect at the commencement of 
the twelfth eentoiy, was the first decided step toward 
the improTement of the Venetian capital in an archi- 
tectural point of view : and it is worthy of note, that 
this change was the immediate consequence of one of 
the most destroetiTe Yisitations by which the Republic 
was ever afflicted. 

Old men, whose memory carried them far back into 
the past, owned that they had never witnessed snch 
a dreadfril year as 1106« It eclipsed in horr<Nr even 
the too memorable lOOG, of which it was to be re- 
marked, not without some superstitious awe, that it 
was exactly the centenary. The heavens were over- 
cast with an aiigi j gloom. The strength of man and 
beast was alike prostrated by the suffocating heat of 
the atmosphere. Strange and portentous sounds were 
heard to issue from the Canals ; and the fish leaped 
m terror out of the water. The lagoons emitted 
sulphureous and inflammatory vapours. It hghtened 

VOL. I. 19 
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and thundered at mraBiiiil seasons ; and men observed 

tliiit the flash of the electric fluid was more \'ivicl, aud 
the roll of the thuuder more deep, than ordinary.* 
Shocks of earthquake were feli at ahort interyala. 
A meteor shot from time to time across the dark 
masses of cloud. The tide of the Adriatic was swollen 
to an unexampled degree, and the shops and houses 
of the citizens were orertmned and flooded. Nor was 
this the whole extent of the evil. On the first day of 
the year, a fire, attributable to the volcanic exhalations 
from the lagoons, broke out in the dwelling of Anigo 
Zeno, in the street of San Apoetoli,' and the flames 
were not quenched until they had consumed utterly 
BIX chui'ches and the whole body of contiguous build- 
ing. On the 6th of April following, a second con- 
flagration originated in the street of San Lorenzo, 
the rava<^'es of which exteuded over both sides of the 
Grand Canal. It engulied no fewer than twenty-four 
churches, among which were San Lorenzo, San 
Severe, San Zaccaria, Santa Soholastica, and San 
Basso, carried havoc and ruin in every direction, and 
even scorched the walls of the Palace and Ducal 
Chapel. Not long afterward, the Island City of 
Malamooco was reduced to ashes, and suhsequently 
deluged by the rising of the Adriatic' 

* Sainido (fi>l. 486), who quotw the Ghionide of (he Momatefy of San 

Salvador. 

» Dandolo (lib. ix. p. 260). ''Tlic Venetians of tint day," writes 
Miitinelli {A. U. di V. p. 40), " were uicliiied to mispect that their 
troubles were attributable to the Narcntines, who stirred up the eieiucuttt 
hj jmroldog their demoiu for eoiyuring and Deeronuuittc purpoaes.'* 

* Chrmim di VeneHa (Harl. MSB. No. 4890). 
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These accumnlated disasters were ob\iuusly duo iu 
some measure to causes OTer which there was no 
human control; yet it was eonsidered at the same 
time that they had chiefly arisen from the too general 
employment, in the conBtruction of the capital and its 
Buborbs, of the most combustible of all substances; 
and as the islands became mote densely popnlatedi 
and localitiee, once wholly miinhabited, were meta- 
morphosed into busy scenes of life and industry, the 
necessity of making better provision than heretofore 
for the pnblio secnriiy became more patent. It was 
felt to be of yital consequence that the most sedulous 
care should be taken to guard against a return of 
the late calamity. A general resolution was formed to 
restore the buildings whidi had been burned in marble 

or btoue, and, fur the future, to adopt lliosu materials, 
which were not only iar less intianmiable than wood, 
but fat more durable and picturesque; and m this 
manner the Great Fne of 1106, though regarded at 
the time as a heav^' and severe niisfortime, was, like 
an event of a similar character in the English Annals, 
prodnetiTe of vast ultimate adyantage. From that 
period, m fiict, may be dated a new era in the history 
of Venetian architecture.* 

The citizens repaired their losses with that alacrity 
and cheerfcUness of spirit which the Venetians were 
accustomed to eibibit under i^e pressure of advendtj. 

* " I replicati iucciidii eiic desolarono 1' isola di Rialto nel Secolo XIT. 
furono appuiito le cri^ cbe ptsrttuaiie ognuno di abbandonare Vuso dcUe 
9m di legno, e di ftbbrkirle di pjetra.*'*— Tcnuum, mbi tuprA. 

19—2 
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Among other examples of piety and patriotism, a 
Qnidenigo ^ devoted a pari of his fortune to the erec- 
tion of a church at Mniano in honour of fian Cjpriano. 
The Badoeri founded a second at Luprio, which they 
dedicated to the Holy Cross. The see of Malamocco, 
which had been devastated by fire and water, was 
transferred, by ike order of Faliero in conndl, to 
ChiogjT^a and it was to the same circnmstanco that 
the monks of San Leone owed their removal to San 
Serrolo, in Bialto. Tet so strong was the natural 
predilection which the wealthier population of Mala- 
mocco entertained for the place of their birth, that 
they determined, a few years later, to de&ay ont of 
their private resonrces the cost of its restoration ; and, 
about the year 1110, a new iovra might be seen 
gradually rismg at a short distance to the left of Old 
Malamocco, in a position where it was less apt to 
suffer from the fntnre inroads of the sea. The name 
of the engineer who was intnisted with the execution 
of this great and extensive work was Domenigo Orat- 
tarolo.' 



* The ftDowing vmea, which we quoted by Dinddo (lib. ii. p. 2^8), 
idSer to tlie right of patroniige ekoned ia cooMqfnenee hy Gnideoigo: 

Del patronato non qui ve naacondo 

De sancto Cyprian, cni n'c nutone» 
JBt de I'AbbHte eucor la clcttioiic 
Che r teina et mostra chiaro in stratondo, 
Che r Gradcnico Jactnno e quelk> 
El caTslier, e desoendeirti d'dlow'* 

* nanunio Comuo (Seekmrn Vemelm «i TcreeOmm AHHqiut JMSmmi- 
menta, iiL p. 158). 

* Gineomo Diwln (5. p. 57) The great fire of 1106 was followed by 
four others of a heaa destructive ctiaracter inllld, 1120, 1 149 aod 1 168. 
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The diyoree of Robert Gniscard haTing east on the 
ofllspriiig of liis first maiTiage the stain of illegitimacy, 
Bohemond, his son by thai union, had striven to 
conceal his shame and indignati(m beneath the sacred 
banner of the Cross. The equivocal success of the 
first Crosade, however, and the death of Godfrey de 
Bouillon, which occnrred shortly after his arrival in 
the Holy Land, had disappointed the ambition of the 
Norman prmce, and tlhected his enthusiasm into a 
different channel ; and in 1105 he returned to Apulia, 
bringing with him an acute sense of his own wrongs, 
and a deteinunation to retrieve fhe fortunes of his 
House. 

During the campaigns of the two preceding years, 
victoiy crowned the patriotic exertions of the Greeks, 

and the admhals of Alexius Comnenus crushed 
the mercenary fieets of Genoa and Pisa,^ which had 
carried Norman colours, and had been received into 
Norman pay. But the artful representations of the 
titular Prince of Tyre, whose misfortunes had not 
impaired his powers of intrigue and dissimulation, 
speedily induced the potentates of £urope to look on 
him as the Martyr-Champion of Christendom, while 
they hegan to consider Comnenus as the close ally of 
the misbelievers and Bohemond was even so far suc- 
cessful as to prevail on his hearers to believe that there 
was meii<jfre hope of deUvering Jerusalem until a new 
dynasty had been established at Constantinople. Nor 
was the Pope, on his part, indisposed to eye with 

' Lcbcau (xv. pp. 373-J-9). » Ibid. (xv. p. 401). 
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fitvonr a deogn which might have the effect of reetor- 
ing the authority of the Holy See oyer the Gfeek 

Church — a vain hope, which revived vrith every change 
in the pohtical horizon in the breast of the successors 
of Saint Peter. GuiBcard was therefore advisedi and 
even urged, to make personal OTertores to the French 
King for a fresh 1( vy of Crusaders ; and the Prince of 
Tyre repaired accordingly, in 1106, to the court of that 
monarch, for the pnrpoee of entering into negotiationfly 
and of ascertaining how fiur his Majesty was willing to 
bupport the object which he now had in prospect. 

It was not strange that the Byzantine Court 
ahonld view the progress of the Orasades with a less 
fiiTonrable eye than the Vatican: for, while the 
former had everytliin^j to fear fi'om those expeditions, 
the latter had everything to hope. Even should the 
Greek heresy have taken too deep root to be easilj 
eradicated, the triumph of the Latin pilgrims over the 
enemies of Rome and the Faith could not fail to 
extend and augment to a very large extent the papal 
inflaence in the jEiast. But Alexins began to per- 
ceiye that the Orasades were whoUy at Tsriance with 
the true interests of liis empire ; he began to feel that 
these distant enterprises, conducted by able and ambi- 
tions adventurers, were menacing the stabilify of his 
own throne; and he was therefore nalnrally anxions 
to stem and turn tlie tide of entluisiasm, which might, 
at no distant period, be diverted into other channels, 
nntil it reached the walls of Constantinople. 

The fears of the Emperor were more than realised 
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by the Babseqnent mancBovreg Gniseatd at the 
Courts of Borne and Paris; and so soon as he was 

informed that a new Crusade had been pub- 
lished, and that the levies of Bohoiaond in Fiance 
and Spain were almost complete, Oomnenns proceeded 
without delay to make the requisite dispositions for 
meetinj]f the impending danger wherever it might 
threaten. At the same time he sent the RepubMc an 
invitation to co-operate with the fleets and armies <^ 
Greece, in repelling the torrent of invasion which the 
imctuous hypocrisy of the Prince of Tyre was about to 
direct against her shores. 

Bohemond crossed the F;yrenee6 with his new levies 
in the sommer of 1107. On the 9th October, he 
reached Valona, on the coast of lilyria ; and six days 
later, he encamped under the walls of Purazzo, where 
he purposed to wait till spring. The winter of that 
year was spent in unceasing bnt fntile negotiation ; 
and in the early part of 1108, the powerful artillery 
of engines and projectile batteries, which formed the 
besieging train of the Prince, was drawn up round the 
City. Bnt the enormous strength of the fortifications, 
and the ample resources of the garrison, set all the 
exertions of the Norman engineers at defiance. The 
latter discovered with bitter disappointment that the 
balists, catapults, and mangonels, on which they had 
counted so largely, were, from the unwieldiness of 
their dunensions, clumsy and useless. Reports reached 
the Prince that Alexius had already gained Deabolis, 
on the borders of lilyria. He attempted to tamper 
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with ihe Oovemor of Dnrazzo, bat found him in* 

eoiTuptible. Provisions began to be scarce in the 
camp, and disease began to lay its hand upon the 
troops,^ All these cireamstaaees tended to darken 
the hopes and moderate the views of Bohemond ; and 
when Comncnus hod advanced within a few miles of 
the place, his opponent made suggestions for a parley, 
and obtained a priyate interview, in which he conde- 
scended to pnrchase the Duchy of Antioch and an 
annuity with an oath of fealty to tlie empire. The 
complexion of afiaiia might have certainly altered in 
some slight degree since his fiither's death, and the 
resources which had been at the disposal of the late 
Duke of Apulia, were in some cases beyond his own 
reach. The Byzantine Court, on its part, was fiur 
more &yoiirably sitaated in regard to the condnet of a 
war than it had been in 1081. In the room of the 
drivelling Botoniates, the Greeks had now a prince 
who was eapable of leading them to battle and to 
victory ; and the fiery energy of Comnenns was 
breathing a new spirit into the corrupt and degene- 
rate nation over which he ruled. Still, to stoop to be 
the recipient of abns and a title from that very Power 
which his great parent had taught to tremble at the 
Norman name, was hardly worthy of the son of Bobert 
Guiscaid. 

The ambitions designs of the Prince of Tyre had 

however been signally frastrat(^<l in this manner, 
almost without a struggle ; and even the first languid 

* ynSkm (OMto AM Ommem, p. 398). 
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opeiation9 before Dnrazzo were pnrelj of a mOitary 

nature, aud consequently such as placed it almost 
out of the power of the Republic to afford any 
assistanee beyond the siqiply of neoeBsariea to the 
besieged. NeveriheleBS, to the inessing message 
which Comnenus had addreesed to the Doge in the 
preceding autumn, 1^'aliero at once repHed in the 
affiimatiYe; and in the early part of 1108 a fleet 
was actually prepared for the purpose, and was held 
in readiness to act, at any given moment, with the 
forces of the Emperor.^ That moment, as it has 
been seen, never arrived. 

While the pace of Venetian progress in Italy and 
the East was becoming so rapid, and the descendants 
of the Fisiiexmen of Eialto were gradually raising 
their Conmmne to the dignify of an Eimqpean State, 
the power and glory of the Parent City had snffered 
a proportionate attenuation ; and a mean, irascible 
envf taking the place of departed greatness, prompted 
the Faduans to view with a sore and jaundiced eye 
the growing prosperity of the Danli and the Can- 
diani. The relations of amity, however, which the 
Bepnblic had established with her jealous neighbour 
in 650, are not known to have been actually inter- 
mpted tOl the ninth year of the reign of Faliero the 
Second, an interval of five centuries and a half. Li 
the month of September, 1110, a diHerence arose 
between the two States respecting theur conterminous 
line. At the seerot instigation of Bavenna and Treriso, 

• Dwidolo(lib. iz. p. 261)} Marin (iiL p. 96). 
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who engaged to lend their active support in case of 
neeeflmtjr, the Padnang decided upon enforciiig their 
own mterpretation of the conteBted pomt, and in a 

spirit of audacious temerity the Confederates proceeded 
to make an mroad into the outskirts of Venice toward 
San Uario. It waa in Tain that Faharo, from a le- 
hustanoe to engage in hoaldUties which the Venetians 
were inclined to consider derogatory to their arms, 
Bent a message of remonstrance and admonition ; the 
mesaage of the Doge was treated with inaolemce and 
contempt; and, the Bepnblic having xelactantljdedded 
on resorting to coercive measures, a naval engagement 
took place on the Brenta, near Bebe, on the 4th of 
October (1110), in which the Allied Foioea were 
defeated with the loas of 407 priaoners, among whom 
was Orlando Crasso, their commander.* 

The intelligence of this disaster produced at Padua 
the most nneqmvooal ajmptoms of dismay. It was 
. apprehended, that the conqaerors might seize so 
auspicious an opportimity of incoq)oratiiig the City 
with the Eepublic ; no disposition was exhibited either 
by Bavenna or Txeviso to render the promised snceoor 
in the hour of distress. Under these drcnmstanees, 
partly assumed, partly real, it appeared to the Senate 
of Padua that the sole course which remained open, 
was an appeal to the£mpmr for his intercession. The 
appeal was favourably received ; his Majesty consented 
to mediate between the two Conunuues ; aud botli were 

* Da Canalc (Cran. Ven. Arch, Star, Ital. viii. 297) ; Lor. de Monads, 
fill. 50 (Add. M88. Brit Miu. 8574). 
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Mcordiii^y required to aend their depntiee to Verona, 
in order to accommodate the pending differences in 

the august presence of Henry V. (1111). The latter 
opened the interview by exhorting the disputants not 
to Ibiget that, if the Bepnhlic ought to be attached by 
the ties of natnral affection to Padua, the same bond 
of connexion should lead Padua to gaze ^ith pride and 
mthout envy on the gloiy and greatness of her off- 
spiittg* But Padua could not forget that it was 
Venice who encroached on her lagoons and on her 
rivers,^ who paralysed her ti'ade, and reduced her 
independence to inanition; and it was with slender 
grace that she acquiesced in the decision of her self- 
chosen arbitrator in fitvour of the just demands of the 
EepnbHc. On the one hand, the Venetian Deputies, 
Vitali Ealiero, the Doge's cousin, Stefano Morosini> 
Chaplain of Baint Mark, and Orso Gnurfaniani, agreed, 
on behalf of Faliero and the Commune, to liberate 
Crasso and the other prisoners taken in the Battle of 
Bebe: on the other, they required, and Heniy awarded, 
compensation for the damages inflicted on the popula- 
tion of Rialto during the recent aggression. The new 
Treaty, which was simultaneously framed (20th May, 
1111)^ between Venice and the£mperor, acknowledged 
the Venetian right of soveidgnty over certain parts of 
Istria, Dalmatia, and Croatia ; it augmented the trading 
privileges, winch Henry lY. had accorded in 1094 to 
the father of the present Doge ; and it ascertained with 
greater deamess and precision the bonndary-line of 

' baudi (ii. p. 433). * Kuuiauiu (ix. p. 27). 
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Padua. But his Majesty haying decidedly rdiised to 

dispense with the annual robe of cloth of gold, which 
his predecessor OtLo III., in 998, consented to waive 
at the solicitation of the Doge Orseolo, the Deputies of 
Faliero H. were ohliged to pledge themsdres, that the 
antient custom should be allowed to reviTO, and that 
the tribute should be punctually remitted on the 1st of 
March in each succeeding year.^ 

Li 1110, the Mohammedan dominion in the Holy 
Land had shrunk within the narrow limil» of Ascalon, 
T\Te, and Sidon ;* the Cross again lloated over the 
principal cities of Palestine ,* and Baldwin I., the suc- 
cessor of Qodfirey de Bouillon, was now anzions to 
complete the conquest by annexing these important 
harboui's to the new kingdom of Jerusalem. But 
he speedily discoTered that it was impossible to gain 
this object without inToking the collatexal aid of some 
naval Power. 

It was at this conjuncture tliat the Republic, encou- 
raged by the fading lustre of the Crescent, and inspired 
by the pious eloquence of the Doge Faliero, reeolyed 
to hasten once more to the succour of tlic PUgiims ; 
and toward the close of the year 1111 a fleet of one 
hundred galleys, exdusively of trauffports, set sail for 
the East, under the command of Dodoni himself 
and his lieutenant, Andrea Morosini. The Venetian 
squadron, however, did not reach the Holy Land until 
the Crusaders, in concert with Prince Sigur of Norway, 
had overcome the obstinate resistance of the Mussul- 

i BomAQin (ix. p. 27). * Williua of Tyre (Ub. xi. ch. jdv.). 
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men of Sidon ; and it was consequently present only 

at the capitalation. Yet so much weight was attached 
by Baldwin to the maritime co- operation of the Be- 
pnUic with his own troops, that he readily pniehased 
a promise of her fhtnre services with the cession of 
a part of the town of Saint Jean d'Acre, and the 
right of having a local Magistrate, a Choroh, a Street, a 
Miil, a Bakery, a Bath, and the nse of her own weights 
and measures, in each of the Oriental possessions of 
ChriBtendom/ These privileges were of high value 
to a trading commnnity. Had they merited the name 
of monopolies, they might have been acconnted in- 
finitely more precious. But the same stem necessity 
which accorded immunities of such<a hberal character 
to Venice^ extended them to Hsa and Genoa, and the 
Bepablic was almost led by jealousy to forget in the 
fiftyoars which Baldwin showered on her rivals, those 
which he granted in equal profusion to herself. 

A centoiy had now elapsed since Orseolo II. an- 
nexed to the Dogado the Istrian and Dalmatian sea- 
ports ; and, during the interval, the kings of Hungary, 
gradually emerging from barbarism and obscority, had 
frequently endeayonied, with a Tiew of mcorporatmg 
•with their Crowii a large and fertile pro\ince, to tamper 
with the fidelity of a people whom they professed a 
desire to emancipate from the yoke of a Petty Com- 
mumty of Fishermen.* The Venetiaa Fie&, on their 

' Daudoio (lib. ix. ch. xi.) ; Miciiaud (iii. p. 209). 
' Johnnet Lvdxm (De R^gno DabnttHm §t CrooHm, lib. iU. p. 1 13) ^ 
Boaflnina (Bm Ui^aHem, dtcad. iL lib. r. p. 84S). 
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parti seconded iheee ambitioas deogoB by the vacil- 
latmg policy to whieb they had of late raorted in the 

hope of ultimately forming themselves, like Ainalfi, 
Venice, Crenoa, and Pisa, into independent States; 
and the reyolt of Zaca in 1050» at the instillation 
of Solomon, King of Hongaiy, had already inspired 
the Kepublic with a fear that, at no distant period, 
she would be obliged to dispute with her powerful 
neighbonr the possession of her maritime colonies. 
Tet, although nearly dxty years had elapsed smce 
Zara was recovered by the Doge Contarini, this ap- 
prehension still remained unrealised ; and one of 
Solomon's immediate saccessors^ Oaloman, had in 
the interval, even- established relations of amity with 
the Venetians whom he consented, in 1102, to join 
in an expedition against their common enemy, Count 
Roger of Sicily. In 1114, howeyer, King Caloman 
died;^ his son Stephen succeeded him; and, in the 
second yeai' of liis reign, the hitter prince, deviiiting 
horn his father's footsteps, openly invaded Dalmatia, 
where he experienced little difficulty in rednemg by 
force, or mtimidating by menaces, the garrisons of 
Ziua, Hpalatro, and Sebenigo. 

The inteiljgence of this detection reached Venice in 
the Qsoal comrse. There was eyeiy reason to £Drebode 
that, nnless a remedy was speedily applied, the con- 
tagion would spread to the whole Venetian dummion 
on the Dahnatian coast; and Faliero, anxious to ob- 
viate the threatened danger, hastened in August, 1116, 

' Wilken {Oesta AUxii Comneni, lib. iv. c. ii.). 
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niiih a powAtfol Bqotcdioii^ to the succour or snbjn- 

gation of his contmental snbjects.* The repulse of 
an Hongariaa force, sent forward to oppose his ad- 
Tance/ and the recoyery of the Torioiia places which 
had &llen into the hands of the enemy, idth the 
sinf^le exception of the citadel of Zma, ^vliicli aii 
Hungarian garrison held against ail the eiibrts of his 
troopBy invohred neither difficulty nor loss: nor ivas 
the Doge mdined, m gnaxding against a recurrence 
of the evil, to proceed beyond the exaction of a few 
hostages from each colony, and the repetition of 
the oath of fea%. In the following spring, how- 
erer, Faliero contemplated a return to Dalmatia, and 
the final reduction of Zara (October — ^NoTember, 
1115) . 

During the interral, the Emperor Heniy V., aUnred 

by ilia sanctity and splendour of the shrine of the 
Patron-Evangelist, paid a devotional visit to Venice 
(March» 1116) / where he professed to be mnch stmek 
by the situation of the city, the beanfy of its bnlldings, 
and the excellence of its cfovemment ; and the Dofre, 
who had previously obtained, through his Prunate 
Giovanm Gradenigo» a promise of assistance against 
Hungary from the Byssantme Oonrt, was tempted by 
his success in that quarter to conmiimicate to Heury 
the cause and plan of the approaching campaign/ 

' Cronaea AltinaU (lib. T. p. 152) i Arch, Stor. ItaL yiii. \ DaimIoIo 
(Ub. be. 266). 

* * Crtmaca AUinaie ubi supra. 

* Agottino Mieedo (PSettara VmtHm, p. 120: Ven* 1670» 4«). 

* Wilken XOejfti Aim Cmcnv lib. iv. di. ii>. 
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Bjb Mfgesty lent an atteutiye ear he discoyered a 
stiong and Hyely interaBt in the welfiure of the Be- 

public; and, before he took his departure, he even 
declared a wiiiiuguess to participate actively in the 
undertaking* Faliero» however, reopened the siege of 
Zara in the May of ihaA year' without receiving any 
support from his aUies : he had counted on their 
insincerity. A mouth after his arrival (June 30) , an 
HoDgarian force advanced to raise the blockade, and 
its approadi afforded equal relief to the Doge and 
the Zaratines, of whom the former was burning with 
impaticucc, and the latter were exhausted by want 
and hardship. Dodoni hastened to oppose the pro* 
gross of the enemy. His exertions eiqieiienced 
success ; the Hungarians were completely routed ; and 
Zara^ succumbing at last to the pressure of famine, 
was forced to capitulate. The wails and bulwarks of 
Sebenigo, which had refhsed to admit the conqueror, 
were levelled with the ground ; at Trau and Spalatro 
the people anticipated his approach by expelling their 
Hungarian governor and returning to their alle- 
giance; and the Doge, having taken fresh hostages, 
returned a second time to Venice in the month of 
July, 1116, with an ample booty and a numerous 
train of prisoners. 

This new victory reflected equal credit on the mode* 
ration of the Doge, and on the gallant behaviour of the 
troops under his command ; but it was so far from 

* Sanudo ( VUe, p. 485) ; Sandi (ii. p. 436); Marin (iii. p. 37). 

* Dandolo (Ub. ix, p. 266). 
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aooeleiatmg the return of peace, that it had, on the 
eoainrj, the mifortimate effect of conYertang a jeaLooB 

riyal into an implacable enemy. No sooner was the 
King apprised of the unexpected issue of the late con* 
testy and that the flower of his nobility was exposed to 
the mqniaiihre gaze d a Venetian popiilace> by whom 
the ITimgariaai standards taken in tlic battle ^vcre 
regarded as the proudest monuments of their triumph, 
than he decfpatched a thiid anny into Dalmatia under 
one of his Hentenants. Thai amy was allowed to 
approach without opposition within a few miles of 
Zara, at which point the Venetian forces commanded, 
as before, by Dodoni in person, were holding them* 
selves in readiness to bar its further passage. The 
struggle which ensued was bloody and protracted ; 
each foot of ground was fiercely disputed ; the tide of 
fortone fluctuated tenibly ; and the Doge, foigetfol of 
his dnty and station, plunged with the ardour of a 
Paladin into the heart of tho fight. His culpable 
temerity was prodnctiYe of the most deplorable results. 
As he was leading a final cbaige, the breast of Faliero 
was pierced by a well-directed shaft. He fell mortally 
wounded. His fall produced a panic among his fol- 
lowers ; and the rain of the army was inrolYed m the 
death of the general. Wholly unnerved by the death 
of their noble leader, tlie Venetians abandoned the 
contest, and betook themselyes to flight ; the enemy 
engaged hotly ia the pursuit ; and so frightfdl was the 
carnage, that few sneoeeded in regainmg their yessels, 
and in conveying the disastrous intelligence to Bialto. 
VOL. I. 20 



biyiiized by Google 



806 



HISIOBY OF VENICE. [enur. vn. 



The cuetoiuitaaeeB which had aocompanied ihe zoat 
at Zara were exactly of saeh a compleiioiii as to 
enhance the apparent magnitade of the peril. The 
Republic took alarm. The necessity was generally 
acknowledged of adopting measures of a propitiatozy 
nature toward the conqneror; and the same embassy 
which had negotiated with the Emperor Henry Y. in 
1111,^ was at once despatched to procure from Stephen 
a permanent, or even a temporary, suspension of 
hostilities. A matter, wherein their Oommnne was 
anxions to employ a tone consistent with her safety, 
aud not repugnant to her pride, required, on the part 
of the Deputies, the exercise of considerable address. 
The crafty eloqnence of the orator Ginstiniani who, 
instead ol appealing to the donhtM leniiy of the 
King, VLTffed the expediency of teminating an un- 
seemly difference between two Christian Powers, 
fisllow-labonrers m the same holy canse won for 
a pioos associate, what might hare been denied 
to a fallen enemy.* A truce of five years was 
concluded between Venice and Hungary ; the former 
was allowed to retain or resume possession of 
her Colonies; and the body of Dodoni, which had 
been secured by some Uuii^^aiiau suidieis dui-ing 

* VHali Filieiav ihs kte Doge's eonnn, St«ftiio Moronni, and Ono 

Giostiniani. See Marin (iii. p. 31). The fidlowing specimen of Ordelafb 
Falim/s handwriting is given by Ztnetti (ZfelT Origif»e di AJeimt Arti 
presso U Venezmni, 1758). 

s Bonfimiu {Be* U9gorkmt lib. t. p. 947). 
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the eugagcmcnt, li;i\iQg been restored at the BoKci- 
tation of the Deputies to tlio Kepublic, was consigned 
mtii monniM solemnity to the yanlts of the Dnoal 
ChapeP (1117). 

Such was the sad, yet glorious end of the second 
i^'aliero. In addition to his other public services, 
wliieh were certainly most meritorioas, the late Doge 
left to posterity two splencBd and lastmg monuments 
of his administration. In 1106, the year of the 
memorable fire, the celebrated Fala d'Oro, or carved 
slab of gold^ which had been placed bj Oiseolo L on 
the great altar in Saint Mark's, was enlarged at the 
cost of Faliero, and inlaid with gems of the choicest 
water ; and it was dnring his reign, that the marshy 
ground in that part of the Oity adjoining the islet 
of Gemelle or Ziinole, ^vas cunveiied inlo l?ublic Docks 
for the reception of shipping. Those docks ioimed the 
nndens of the fiunons Arsenal, which was long nnsor- 
passed in Eorope for beauty and excellence in its kmd. 

The late Doge left one son, Angelo, who was Pro- 
curator of baint Mark from 1108 till 1132. 

The saccessor of Fahero was Domenigo, the son of 
Giovanni Michieli of San Basilic, who was himself 
the son of MichieH I.* Giovanni, the father of the 
present Doge, had commanded the Venetian flotilla 
which took part m the Crusade of 1099, and he 

* Ffeolo IfoRMBi (lib. iT. p. 108); Fietio Giurtuuini (lib. ii. 

p. 23). 

• Cigflj^a {Tsrrizinni Venezioney vol. iv. pp. 515-25; md infra). "Cui 
guccessdt," says the Cronaca AUinaUy lib. v. 153, Arch, Stor. Ital. viii., 

Dominicus Michffl, vir bcllicosus, ct jJenus ^Uemio.** 
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acquitted himself of the duties attached to that high 
post with considerable credit. 

In the following year, Baldwin de Booxg, Count of 
Edessa, became the sovereign of a smaiU kingdom and 
the inheritor of a crown of briars. The tide of for- 
tune had again tamed ; the Mohammedan power was 
once more in the ascendant; and the Ohiistiana, 
whose ranks had been thinned by fiunine and 
disease, feebly though gallantly withstood the attacks 
of the formidable Yglasi, Emir of Damascus.* A 
handful of men was powerless before a host; the 
infidels pnrsned their conqnests with vigonr and 
success ; and the banners of the Cross, beneath which 
BO many braYC warriors had fought and bled, dis- 
appeared in rapid succession from the Ports of the 
Ocean and the Cities of the Plain. This sombre 
prospect, while it shed a gloom over the most mer- 
curial enthusiasm, prepared the Christian Common- 
wealth to appreciate to a fuller extent the value of 
Venetian co-operation; and in 1121 the Bepnblie 
was conjured by the Conrts of Home and Jemsalem to 
particiijate in a new Ci iisa<le. The pontifical letter 
which was addressed to the Doge on this occasion, and 
in which the extreme necessity was nxged of rendering 
prompt aid to the Pilgrims,* was read by him m open 
Arrengo ; and the manly eloqucTice of Micliieli II. 
gave colour to the picture, and weight to the testimony, 
of Calistns. He reprosented to his heaiera, in the 



• Michand (iii. pp. 47, 48) ; Lebeau (xvi. p. 8). 

' Cronaca AiHnate (lib. v. 153) ; Arch. Jtai. viii. 
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language of piety and patriotism, the dwaffiah propor- 
tions to whicli the successes of the misbeKevers had of 
late years reduced the Christian kingdom of Jerosaleuii 
the low ebb to which the fiirtimeB and reeonrces of the 
Boldiers of ike Cross had eonseqaentlj sunk, and the 
despondency to which such a condition of affairs was 
gradually giving rise in every quarter. He recalled to 
their memoiy the fonner exploits of the Venetians in 
those distant eovntries, the &I1 of Jaffii and the Siege of 
Caiphas; and he shewed them how inn eh it concerned 
the honour and advantage of the Commune to respond 
affinnatiyely to the present appeal of Chiistendom. 

Venetians/' eonelnded the Doge, *'what splendid 
renown will your country acquire by bearing a share in 
this holy enterprise ? You will be the admiration of 
Europe and AMca. The standard of Saint Mark will 
float triumphantly over the cities of Palestine ; and by 
the extirpation of the infidel you will spread through- 
out the East the power and gloiy of the Venetian 
namel"^ 

These words quickened the pulsation of the national 

heart. Yet it was not to be concealed that, in some 
respectSi the proposed expedition was wholly antago- 
nistic to the present interests of the Bepnblic. Think- 
ing men hate in mind, that the fiye years' trace which 
was concluded with the King of Hungary in the 
Bummer of 1117, had almost expired. They perceived 
"with anxiety that the Venetian dependencies on the 
opposite coast were in a more than ordinarily discon- 

* Eomanin (ii. p. 36). 
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tented and unsettled mood; and it ms to be eenonsly 
dreaded that while the flower of their Na'vj was 

engaged in a distant and ardnons enterprise, Dalmatia 
might reyolt, and bteplien might eyeu attempt a de- 
scent on the Lagoons. Settmg aside these oltra-politLo 
considerations* however, the popolar assembly nltl* 
mately determined to lend the required snpport to the 
cause of Bome and the Faith: nor is it improbable 
that some pieeantion was taken against contingencies 
by the formation of a naval reserve. The whole of 
that year and a portion of 1122 were devoted to the 
equipment and organization of the new armament,^ 
the pzuieq>al command of which was to be intrusted 
to the Doge himself; and it was arranged that, daring 
liis absence, the management of pubhc all'iui'S should 
jointly devolve on his son Luchino and another 
MichieUy the member of a diffiarent branch of the 
same funily. The 8th of Angost was fixed as the dfiy 
of departure. 

On its outward passage,^ the Venetian fleet, which 

» Da Canalc (sect. 19) ; Dandoio (lib. ix. p. 270) ; Saoudo (Ibl. 488). 
* Itmeniy from Yeoioe to Jafb : 



From Yenioe to Fuenm are 100 Italiui mOei. 

From Parenzo to Corfu • 700 „ 

From Corfu to Modon 300 „ 

From Modon to Crete 300 „ 

From Crete to Hhodes 300 „ 

Fhnn BliodM to Cyprus 900 „ 



Fran Pypnit to Jallk (three nfl). 
Retina: ArUi^fn^^ L 287, where it is printed tma t MS. t/f the fifteenth. 

century in the Sloane Collection, British Museum. 

The following is taken from the Irt formuciin fvr Pi/lirri/mct (circa 1600}, 
which appears to be the earhest iiaxid-Book for 'i'ravtlkrs extant: — 

" A good proyy8)'<Hi wh«n a man is At Yenyse, and purpoueth by Goddis 
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oosnaeted of forty galleys, eight-and-twenty paknders 

and tiimsports, four large carricks, and other lighter 
cia£b, cast aachor ol£ Bah^ on the coast of Apulia, 

grace to pa,sse by the se to porte Jaffc into the Iloly Londe, and so to the 
Scpnkhre of Oc^ Lorde Jhesu Criste in Jerrm, he must dispose hjm in 
this wyse. 

Fyrste yf ye shall goe in ft galey, nuke yoor oove^Mmte wyih 
pAtmi lietyme. Andehoseyonftplftoeintheaaydgaleyintheoveniiert 
•lige. For in the lowest under it ill lyght cv vl and HinonldTynghote and 

fitynkynge. And ye shal paye for yourc ship freyghte and for meete and 
diynkc to porte Jaffc, and agayne to Venyse l. Ducates for to t»e in a 
goode lipncst place, and to have your eaae in the galey ; and aitio to be 
eheiy»6hed. 

** Tf » man ahall paase in a ahyp or a caryk, thene choee you a cfaam- 
beve as njf^ the myddet of thie dii|ipe» ai ye may. For there ia leert 
roUynge or tombl^^nge to keepe yoar brayne and atomaeke in tempere. 

And in the same clianibcrc to ktcp*' your thyn^es in f»auf gnrde. And 
bye }ou at Venyse a padlocke to liatige on the doore, wlmn yv shall jwsse 
into the londe. And ye shall paye for meete and dryiike and shj-ppe 
fteyghtc to porte Jafi^ and a^yne to Venyae zxz. Ducatea at the leinL 
** Alao^ whtn ye ahall make yonr eoTenannte, take good hede, that the 
patron be boonde nato yoa all before the Duke of Venyae man. Ducates 
to kcpc all mancre covcnauntcs vryth yon. That is to wyte, that he sliall 
condute to ccrtcn haven<4 by ye way to retrusfthe you, and to gete you 
freashe water and ircs^hc brede and tiesshc. 

AlsOf that he shall not tary (or) lenger, at noo haven (more) than 
tkre daycB at tlw mooat wythoate eonacnt of yon alt. And that be ahaO 
not take into the Teaseil, neyther goyqge nor comynge, noo manere of 
marchaundyse wythoute yonr lycense for to dyaeae yott in your plaeea. 
And abo for taryingc of passag^es by the se. 

And by the havena» that here ben IbUowyx^ he ahall lede you, yf 



ye woll. 

FrankVeoieefoPoln 100 milea. 

From Pola to Coxfh 600 ^ 

From Corfu to Modon dOO „ 

From ^!ndnn to Candia 300 „ 

From CaiKli.i to Rhodes 300 ^ 

From liiiodes to iiaaffe \ 
(Baffi)) in Cyprus ) 

From Baalfe to Fort Ja& 800 „ 



In/ormaeBm /or Pg^prffmet to /Ae Eafy Lomde^ 4Uf, 1824. (Roxboighe 
Club.) 
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where the Doge reUered fhe alarm of the mhabitaiite 

bj an assurance of friendship and protection, and where 
the report reached him of an interdict, recently pnb- 
liahed by the eon and sooceflsor of Alexins Coiiiiieniis» 
against the commeree of the Bepublic with the Lower 
Empire. From Ban, ^Michieli repaired to Corfu, where 
he had an intention of spending a portion of the winter; 
and in the early pari of 112d» the fleet having quitted 
its moorings, set sail for Cyprus, at which point the 
Venetian commander expected to procure exact infor- 
mation touching the position and movements of the 
Egyptian aimamenty which was affording maritime 
co-operation with the land forces of the Emir of Da- 
, mascns. 

In the meantime, while the second Baldwin who 
had £ftUen, alter a short and inglorious career, into the 
hands of his enemies, was languishing in the dmigeons 
of Charan, the Pilf^rims, commanded proTisionaliy by 
Eustace, Count of Sidon, were cooped up within the 
walls of the Holy City, where they were pn^itialiing 
Heaven with fasting and prayer. F^sently the tocsin 
was heard to sound ; the gates of Jerusalem opened ; 
and 8,000 men, headed by the Patriarch, who bore 
aloft a portion of the true Cross, isQued forth into the 
plain of Ascalon to oppose the forces of Balac, the 
successor of the Emir Yglasi. The fewness of their 
numbers was, to some extent, supplied by the fixlneaa 
of their faith; their slow and measured pace, their 
solcnm and imposing beaiing, their seeming reliance 
on a higher Power, produced in the breasts of the 
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MoBsiiImen an inToliintoy sensation of wonder and 

awe; and as the Pilgrims advanced, half in order of 
battle, half in attitade of prayer, the ibe stood motion* 
lesB and paflfflre epeistatoiB of the scene. Suddenly a 
flash of the electric flnid, more than ordinarily yiyid, 
lighted np the heavens; the misbelieviug host was 
staroek by a panic tenor ; and with mingled feelings of 
delight and astonisliment the Ghristians beheld them 
retreat m precipitate confusion on Ascalon. Still, the 
Crusaders could hardly bat be aware that the advantage 
which they had thus gained was purely ephemeral ; 
and there was too mnch reason to fear that, so soon 
as the followers of Balac recovered their composure, 
they would not foil to construe a natural phenomenon 
into a feint or an artifice of the enemy. It waa at 
this momentous crisis that the Venetian fleet hoye off 
Cypnis.' 

On being interrogated by Michieli, the Cypriote 
stated that the lieutenant of the Sultan of Egypt was 
at present proceeding with his squadron, amounting, it 

was said, to upward of a bundled Bail, in the direction 
of JafEa, of which they conjectured that he intended 
toliarm the si^e; and his Serenity had nearly resolved 
to aet on tiiis information, when other and more recent 
tidings arrived, that the Egyptian commander, altering 
his course, was now on his way to Ascalon/ where 

' Manno Snniulo tiic I'lder {Secreta I'idelium Crucu, xi.) ; Bernard 
(De AcfpusUwne Terra ikmcta^ ch. 117-18-19); Sicard, iiiiihop of 
CremoDA (^Chromcon^ adJamm 1199-8-4). 

• CKdaoi (jOolhditm de Mhwiret rdoHMM a rmdoire d§ FrmuMi 
Guilhiiiiie de Tyty SkL d$$ OwMm, lib. ziL ]^ SS4, ft leq.) 
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Balac more nrgentij required his support. The Doge 
4aienained to Ivace him team his dedgn ; and^ in oider 
to make his final dispodtions for the battle which mm 

eviJciiUy at liand, lie sanmiuned a Council of War. 
In that Conncil he expressed his decided opinion in 
bTonr of a division of the armament mto two parts, 
one of which, comprising the flower and real strength 
of the fleet, should retire on Jaffa, and should lie imdcr 
the coast in a position where it mi«^'lit be concealed 
from immediate observation ; while the other, consist'* 
ing merely of transports and yessels of burden, should 
put out to sea, as though engaged in conveying pilgrims 
from Cyprus. The proximate object of this stratagem 
was to create a diversion from Ascalon. It succeeded 
admirably. The enemy no sooner descried the fleti- 
tioQS convoys in the misty twilight of a January 
moniing, than they were natiirally inompted by the 
hope of plunder, and by the prospect of an easy prey, 
to enter into the pnrsmt ; the transports, afifecting to 
be stmck with dismay, fell back on the main squadron 
to which, by an adroit method of retreat, they served 
to form an excellent cover ,* and the moment of junc- 
tion was the preconcerted signal lor the general 
advance. As the two forces approached each other, 
the day broke ; a rosy purple tint suffused tlio eastern 
sky; and the sea beneath, unless where a gentle 
breeze slightly ruffled its glimmering SDzfiiee, was 
calm and glassy. At the same time, the gradual 
dispersion of the false front revealed the Venetian 
fleet drawn up in order of battle; and before the 
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Mnssnlmen had teisaie to oomplete their preparotkms, 

the a<;tion Lad eomijienced. The flagship of Michieli, 
aa exceediugly swUi and strong vessel which moved 
somewhat in the van of the zest^ opened the attack by 
bearing down on that of the Egyptian conunander and 
striking it with such tremendous Violence, that tho 
latter, unable to withstand the shock, foundered with 
the admixal and the whole crew. This bold and sne- 
eessfol nuauBnm decided the fortime of the day. 
The enemy, perfectly Jiblieartencd by tlie loss of their 
leader, were thrown into inextricable confusion ; the 
Venetians redonhled theur efforts ; the Egyptian galleys 
were enveloped and boarded on all sides ; and, though 
dearly bought with tho Hood of his followers, tho 
victory was soon secure in the hands of the Doge.^ 
Bat the lanrels of Michieli were tarnished by the mas- 
sacre of a large proportion of the enemy's crews, and 
by the execution" of the principal ollicers. The carnage 
is said to have been so great that, for a wide space round, 
the sea was dyed to a deep scarlet hue ' by the gore 
of the slanghtered Saracens, whose corpses might be 
seen floating in every direction ; and there is a tradi- 
tion that, long afterward, mariners, pointing with a 
shudder to the scene of the Battle of Jafia, spoke of 
the waters thereabout as still pntrid, and as apt to 

> OvMoa ^llflnal^ (Kb. T. p. 154); Dft Gauk (leet 19). 

* Nsvagioo (iStoria, ^ 908) relates with eoU-Uooded eandonr, how 

the Doge caused the commanders of the Egyptian galleys to bebdieeded, 
percbe cnuM PecMDi." Bee also Mieheod (BiMolUgvr dM CMMi^ 

ii. p. 630). 

* Cronaca AUimiie (lib. v. p. 154)» 
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impart a deadly in£9oti<m to any vesBels which might 
pass oyer the spot.* 

Yet Mchieli was not altogether satisfied with his 
sTTccess. News had reached him that ten Turkish 
gaUeons, laden with silks, spices, and other rich and 
precious merehandise, were riding at anchor off the 
coast of Egypt, connting apparanily on his defeat at 
Jaffa. The trinmph of the Venetian arms remoYed 
their sole chance of safety, and destroyed their sole 
means of escape ; and the Doge experienced slight dif- 
fionlfy in secnring these Talnable prizes. 

Meanwhile, Ikavcvct, his prolonged absence had 
hegon to exhaust the patience of his expectant con- 
federates whose position, thoogh momentarily amelio- 
rated by their recent snccess on the plam of Ascalon, 
was a^ain becoming daily more critical; and the 
Venetian commander was still loitering on the scene of 
his last ezpbit, when he receiyed a message, gently 
chiding him for his difaitormess» reminding him of his 
sacred mission, and nrging him to nse ail haste in 
repairing to the Holy City. A solemn deputation 
awaited the dsnml of Michieli in the port of Jafib ; 
and fhence he was condncted in trinmj^ to Jemsalem, 
where he was welcomed with thanks and congratula- 
tions by the assembled Chieiis of the Crosade. The 

' Cigogna (Itcrizioni, vol. iv. p. 598) tolls us how Marco Barbaro, the 
lieutenant nf the Doge, nnd Proveditor of the Fleet, cut off the arm of a 
Saracen, and with the blood which flowed Irom the wound drew a circle 
on his baoner. Hence," says the same writer, " that braach of the 
Biitiio Snu]^ ever ■lltnpud iMaaed M tbdr «m iom In field 
MiK, cndrded If a Tennilkiii nog in Add white. 
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root of the nuBlMfievm at Jaffii had fanned an ample 

Bourco of wonder and delight, and ouo \ictory sufficed 
almost to obliterate the memory of many disasters. 
8tiU the Alliea were aensibla that their pieaent aitna- 
tion scarcely admitted hedtation or repose ; the seTere 
check which his licuteuaut had lately received at the 
hands of the YeueticUis was calculated to stiaialate the 
Sultan of £gypt to fresh exertions ; and a report iros 
current that the Emur of Damascus might be expected 
to reach JeruHulem at no distant period, with a powerful 
and well-organized army. The Doge^ therefore^ whose 
positaon and personal character gave weight to his 
Buggestions, successfully urged the necessity of having 
recourse to measures of a prompt aud vigorous cha- 
racter; and when he perceived that his companions 
were wasting time in deliberating, whether they shonld 
open operatiuus with the Siogc of Tyre or that of 
Aficalon, Michieli proposed an appeal to the law of 
chance. The name of each place was inscribed accord* 
ingly on a thin slip of parchment, which was laid on 
one of the two altars of the church of St. Sepulchre; 
and amid the breathless suspense of the spectators, a 
yonng orphan advanced^ and selected one of the sUps.' 
The action relieved the embanrassment of the pilgrims, 
and sealed the fate of Tyre." It was at once decided 
that the Barons should invest the city by land^ while 
the Venetians afforded, i» nsnal, maritime co-operation. 
But the habitual caution of the latter had gradually 

* Bemaidni Tlwwiir (4p, Mar. viL 

* Ifiehrad (iii. p. M). 
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introduced a system, which consisted in sharing, before 
ihej reaped^ the frnite of vietoiy ; and anterior to his 
departure from the Holy City, the Doge insisted upon 
conclndinjnf with his obsequious Confederates a treaty 
of partition and commerce. 

By ihia eompacty^ one third' of Tyre ms assigned 
aa a quarter to the Venetians: the two remaining 
thirds were vested in the Kinof. In their Quarter the 
Islanders were to be under the control of their own 
Baihf or Ck>nsul» and to be totalfy independent of 
Baldwin and his snecessors. AH who chose to reside 
among them were to be considered amenable to the 
laws of Venice : yet sb uld any citizen of the BepubUc 
hatter or maim a sahjeot of Baldwin, it was competent 
for a royal judge to ezereise jurisdiction. The effects 
of all Venetians who might die intestate, or in ship- 
wreck, were to be restored to their heirs, or to be 
consigned to the care of theur resident Ckmsol. Lastly, 
an annual sum of three hundred byzants of gold' or 

150 Venetian lire di plrrioli * was to be paid out of the 
treasury of Tyre to the Ducal Fisc, in consideration of 
which payment the Bepablic should contribute to the 
maintenance of the ganison. It was stipulated, more- 
over, that should Baldwin decline on his return from 
Charan to accept these terms, he forfeited, ipso factOf 
his tiile to the crown of Jerusalem; and thexe was also 

' Dandnlo (lib. ix. p. 275), A\'here it ia teztnally gireii. 

" Cronaca AUiuate (v. 154-5). 

• Depping {Commerce du Lcvtmt, i. p. 161). 

« Girahmo Zmtli (D»II* OHgine e dMI* iMMi Mia ifotuta Fni* 
nana, p. 6). 



. y 1. ^ . y Google 



SIEGE OP TYltE. 



a mntnal understanding, that the eyentual concurreiice 
of ihe Bepoblie in the vednotioii of ABcalon^ inrohed 
the eeedon of smiilar rights and pririlegee in that 
town.* Having formed this bound basis of fatnre 
(Relations, Michieli returned to Ja^Gft^ ivhence he im^ 
mecBatelj lepoued with his aqnadioa to its new deeti- 
nation (Jannary, 1123) . 

The gloiy of Tyre, the founder of Carthago, and the 
birthplace of Ulpian, had now departed from her, and 
her power had long aimse £iUen. Yet aha was still the 
same eity which, during seven months, had cheeked in 
his victorious career the son of Phihp of Macedon. 
She was indeed no longer Mistress of the seas. Bhe 
had oeased indeed to be numbered among the Nations. 
Tet her eolosaal bnlwarks' and battlements rose amid 
the waves as proudly as ou the day, when she bade 
defiance to the most soccessful of antient conquerors ; 
and, though the resonroes of her present defenders 
were stndtened, the strength of her fortifications 
was uuimpaircd. Moreover, her garrison, of which 
seven hundred knights of Damascus composed the 
flower, was plentifully vietuaUed, and was supplied 
with a copious store of munitions of every kind ; and 
the courage and energy of the Tynans were powerfully 
sustained by an assurance that, before their means of 
snbsisteiiee were exhausted, they would be relieved by 
the aixml of the Emir of Damascus with the Orand 



* Sauudo the lUder {Secreta^ vh. xL p. lUii) i William of TjTe (Ub. 

* CroiiaeaAUmaie{Ub.r,\54y 
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Army. It was scarcely conceiTabiey however, that so 
strong a place could ever be taken ; and those who had 
seen Biblos, Tripoli, Sidcm, Osraarea, and Saint Jean 

d'Acre, fall again in succession into the bands of the 
PiigrimSy cherished a confidence that, even if the Mo- 
hammedan cause should be mined elsewhere, the Ores- 
cent would still continue to float over the walls of Tyre.* 
On tho side of the sea, this famous and antient City 
was protected by a double line of. rsmpartSj as well as 
by the breakers and rotky escarpments, which had at 
all times reuJcred that coast pcculiai'ly dangerous to 
any but the most experienced pilots. On the east side, 
which afforded the sole approach fi!om the land, a triple 
gudle (tf walls was divided, at close and regular dis* 
tances, by towers of stupendous size and altitude, and 
was enfossed by a deep and broad moat, into which the 
waters of the ocean were readily admissible by sluices. 
In the northern qnarler of the City, and in a mtnatioa 
where it was overlooked and sheltered by the fortifica- 
tions, lay the Inner Harbour, in which the Tyiian 
shipping nsQally fotmd convenient and ample accom- 
modation. This capacious Basin was now ocenpied by 
the Venetian fleet, while the troops of the Regent 
£astace, by taking up a strong position on the east 
side, cut off all commnnicaiion with the Isnd, and 
established a complete blockade. The Confederates 
lost no time in making the necessary dispositions for 
the approaching staroggle; the siege tnun was prepared; 
the mangonels and other projectile machines were 

i WiUiam of I^re (lib. xiiL) 
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ranged in order; stationfi were assigned to the several 

divisions of the Army and the Fleet ; and, these pre- 
Eminary arrangements having been concluded, the 
assault was opened from the north and east walls on 
the morning of the 16th of Febroary, 1123/ 

On both sides the prcparatious had been of a cha- 
racter, which indicated a resolution to neglect no means 
of insuring a jbyonrable result ; the siege-works had 
been eonstroeted on a scale, eommensnrate with the 
magnitude of the design ; and the moveable Towers, 
erected by the Latin engineers in juxtaposition, enabled 
the besiegers to fight on an equal footing with the 
defenders of the ramparts. The first onset which was 
truly fearful was the opening scene of a struggle be- 
tween men of a different origin, of a different language, 
and of a different religion. The soldiers of the garrison 
who distinguished themselyes by their martial and 
gallant bearing, and who exulted in the name of 
enemies of the Christian Faith, vied with their foes 
in feats of daring and hardihood. The Knights of 
Damascus were foremost in the fray; and their chi- 
vah'ic example served to stimulate the most timid and 
effeminate to join in upholding the cause of Mohammed. 
At the same time, the projectile machines were plied 
on both sides with untiling energy- and temhle eftect. 
Volleys of missiles of every description poured without 
intermission oyer the ramparts and against the Towers. 
The air was obscured by a tempest of arrows, darts, 
stones, and combustible matter ; and the monotonous 

* WiUiam otTjieCStt, xiii. p. 840) ; Duidoto (Ub. ix. p. 271). 
VOL. I. 21 
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ohavacter of the spectacle was occasioiially diveraified 

only as some huge fragment of granite, launched from 
one of the tiiege-battehes, clave with tremendous 
rapidity the inienrening spaoe^ and, not mthont in- 
flicting serious damage, was shivered to atoms by 
coming into collibiuu with the bnlwiU'ks ; or else, per- 
haps, as was by no means of rare occurrence, the 
ponderous missile, oveneaching its aim,^ alighted with 
a fearfdl crash on the roof of some building within the 
precinct of the walls. The Allies, too, were often con- 
strained, on their part, by the galling tire of the Tjrian 
batteries, which were nnder the snperintendenoe of a 
celebrated engineer of Antioeh, to beat a general 
retreat, and to suspend hostilities during several hours, 
while they took shelter and regained breath behind 
theu* intrenchments ; and, dnring the earlier three 
months of operations, it not nnfreqnently happened 
that, after a momentary and deceptive lull which had 
ahnost induced the Christians to believe that the stub* 
bom resistance of the enemy was at last overcome, 
the latter reopened the attack with greater foiy and 
vehemence than before. 

In the course of the same period the fortune of war 
had been changeful and dubious ; and the belligerents 
were so equally in:ii( hed, that it was clillicult to con- 
ceive how either party could carry any permanent 
advantage over the other. Still, at first, victory leaned 
rather to tibe Tynans, whose commanding position and 
more efficient aitillery amply compensated for any 

' WIUiMii ora>^ (Ub. xitt. p. 968). 
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short-coming in point of nnmerieal strength ; and this 
&?oiiiiifol6 appeazanee was not a little improTed by the 

propagation of an iU-fouuLlcJ rumour that, while the 
Emir of Damascus was hastening to the relief of the 
with a powezM anny^ a seoond fleet had aheadj 
left the shores of Eg} pt to shatter or annihilate the 
squacii-on of the Doge of Venice. But the tide of 
success was specflily turned into a different channel 
by the aniTal of Pontins, Connt of Tripoh^^ with a 
large reinforcement, and by the sabseqnent annoonee- 
ment of the total defeat of the Emir Balac hy Jocelyn, 
Count of Edessa, in the vicinity of that toAvn.' The 
e^posoie of the mangled and ghastly head of Balac 
to the gaze of the Tyrians confirmed m their eyes the 
latter inteUigeuce, and spread among a population 
worn out by a lengthened blockade, and at last begin* 
ning to be conscions of the pressnre of want, a general 
feeling of despair. Even the Damascene Knights, 
who had hitherto exhibited such exemplary braveiy, 
began to Mter, and all who had regarded the Emir's 
promise of soeeonr as a certain resonrce in the hour 
of distress, no longer hesitated to admit the hopc- 
lessnebs of their cause. These circumstances com- 
bined to prodoce in the minds of the besieged a strong 
tendency to sabmission, and a decided resolation to 
hazard a course fiom which thcj luid been, in large 
measure, deterred heretofore by the pieTailing super- 
stition that no qnarter was to be expected tnm 

' William of Tyre (lib. xiii.) 

' Micliftuil i^HisL de» CroisadeM^ lib. ?. p. 55). 

21— a 
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the traealent and bloodihiisty foes with whom it was 
their lot to deal. Their pacific OTertnies^ however, 

were at once reciprocated ; and, the Allies having 
readily acceded to a declaration that, on the cession 
of the place, the inhabitants would be suffered to 
remain or depart miharmed, the T3nnan authorities 
agreed to si^ tlio articles of a capitulation, which 
took effect on the 29th of June (1123),^ four mouths 
and a half after the commencement of the siege* On 
the following day^ the royal standard of Jerusalem 
was hoisted over the piiucipal gate of the City; the 
banner of the Comit of Tripoh waved Izom the Tnvrer 
of Tanaiia ; and on the Green Tower was planted the 
lion of Saint Mark.^ 

In connexion with the siege of Tyie by the Latins, 
a &ct is related which fonns a carious episode in the 
history of that event. It seems that the monotony of 
a protracted siege having had the gradual effect of 
exhausting the patience of the soldiery, the latter 
indulged their spleen by expressing secret mistrust of 
the good &ith of their confederates ; the jaunty and 
contented air of the Venetians, who were more plen- 
tifully supphed with provisions than their associates, 
and less exposed to attack, senred to irritate the feeling 
of impatience, while it gave colour and strength to a 
suspicion of ti'eachei'y ; and it soon became a comiuoii 

1 Willum of T^yre (tib. aii. p. 278). 

■ Muino Bmxio Tondlo (litk UL part vi cli. 13) ; Dandolo (lib. iz. 

p. 271). 

» William of Tyre Qih. xiii. p. 27B) ; Bernard (De AequixUume Teme 
Sanctce^ ch. 120) ; Michaud i^bibi. des Croisades, ii. p. 632). 
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saying in the campi that wheu the enemy appeared, 
the Islanders contemplated the desertion of the pil- 
grims, and a retnm to their ships. This mifomided 

Mild sciuidalous iii8muation reached in due course the 
€ai*s of Michieli; the Doge, who was at hist mchned 
to be incredulous, shrewdly surmised that it originated 
from a higher sonree than the ranks of the army ; and 
he determined not to tolerate anylonj^er such iujiuions 
aspersions on himself and his countiymen. Accord- 
ingly he gave an order to dismantle some of the yessels 
of the fleet; and, so soon as the order had been 
executed, he repaired with a party of mai-ines, aimed 
with their oars and hatchets, and laden with a portion 
of the rigging, to the camp of the other chie& of the 
expedition. To their look of surprise at the unex- 
pected visit, and the strange demeanour of the visitors, 
the Venetian prince replied by disclosing the nature 
of the information which had reached him, and by 
shewing the method wliicli ho had adopted of pronng 
the falsity and injustice of the charge. ** Those," 
conclnded the indignant Michieli, pointing with eneigy, 
as he spoke, to his stem retinne and their bmrden, 
*' those who share the gloiy of the enterprise are 
prepared to share also its perils, and the Venetians 
will no longer, at least, submit to the odious imputa- 
tion of indifference or perfidy.'' The language and 
air of the speaker produced in the minds of his 
hearers a feeling of astonishment, not mmiingled with 
awe. They endeayonred to calm his emotion. They 
earnestly ignored any abatement of fiiendship or con- 
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fidenee toward the YenetiaiiB. They mumimoiifily 

agreed to resnine the susiu ndcd attack, and tlicy 
conjured their illastrions ally to return to his position, 
and to act mth them, for the fatnrei in hazmonioim 
cimeert.* 

Micliieli allowed himself to be persuaded ; and from 
a wish to conciliate his needy confederates, who were 
impoYorished by the length of the m^ge, the Doge 
lent them a snm eqnal to lOOjOOO ducats.* This large 
disbursement, after his long absence from Venice, 
reduced Michieli himself to the necessify of paying 
the Venetian troops with leathern money,' strack 1^ 
his private order, and stamped on the obverse ivith an 
efl&gy of Saint Mark, on the reverse with the arms of 
his own family. The issue of the new coin, which is 
said to have been tenned a Micheletto, was aocom- 
panied by a guarantee that, on the return of the fleet 
to Venice, it should be redeemed at once at its full 
nominal value ; and this engagement appears to have 
been discharged with scmpnlons exactitude. The 
incident of the loan and the publication of certain 
Iciillicm specie, mai-kcd with the anus of the reign- 
ing Doge, is corroborated by the circumstance that 
the Docal Honse of Michieh sabseqnently bore on iheur 
scutcheons, as a memorial of such a cireumstaace, a 
Ducat of gold.* 

* Da Caiude, Om. Fm. (aeet 20). * CrtmaeaAliiMU$ (Ub. y. p. 154). 
' Pietro Giustiniani (lib.ii. p. 26) ; Sanudo (Fttefp. 424); J^ri^aaone 

delta Monetadel Doge Dom Michieli in Soria, Ap. Ollogieilt ZZF. (whcfV 
mo iUu!^ratinn of the coin h ^iven, weight 78 canto). 

* Dandolo (lib. ix. p. 270), 
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In tiie meantime, the fall of Tyre had become gene- 
rally known. In the Holy City, it soon formed the 
standard topic of conversation and the common burden 
of chomees; and there was an oTstion thronghont 
Palestine when tiie people learned that the Sacred 
Banner of the Cross floated oyer the loftiest tower of 
the city, supported, on one side, by the standard of 
Saint Mark, on the other by the flag of Tripoli/ It 
was not long afterward that the unfortunate Baldwin 
was released from the dnnpreons of Charan,* and 
returned to a capital and a throne whdch he owed to 
stiangen* 

Bnt while tibe Doge of Vemee eyed, on his part, with 
mifeigncd satisfaction the new acquisitions of the Rc- 
pubhc, and while he participated in the general cxliila- 
lation, the edict of Johaimes OonmeniiB still haimted 
his thoughts. It was not in tiie new Kingdom of 
Judah that a people, whose early associations and 
growing ambition attached them to the empire of 
Constsntinople, could be expected to quench their 
thirst for wealth, or to gratify their lo^ of monopoly. 
It was true that the ports of Syria presented a t on- 
venient and regular market for their cargoes ; but they 
also offered a market for the eaigoes of C^oa and 
Pisa ; and the BepnbHc felt that a trade in which her 
rivals were placed in all respects on a par with herself, 
was a Teiy slender equivalent for the exciu^ve privi- 

' RvTiinrd the Troafnircr (Ai fjuisifjn Trmr Sanclce^ ch. 120). 
' WilH ini of lyre (lib. xiii. p. 276) } Sicard, Biitiop of Cremoaa, 
LhromcvHy loL 693 ; Ap. Murat. iii* 
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leg&B which she had heretofore enjoyed in the Bos- 
phoms and the Archipelago. At the period when the 

Venetians first took an active share in the Cmsades, 
tliey half imagined that tliey were moving in advance 
of the other mercantile commonitiefl of France and 
Italy, and that, by forestalling and outstripping com- 
petition, they wonld secure to themselves thronghout 
the Holy Land privileges Bcarcely inferior in value to 
those wliich they already claimed in the ports of the 
Lower Empire. In this hope or expectation they were 
disappointed to a considerable extent. In Ascalon, 
Saint Jean d Acrc, and T}Te they had arqnired a pre- 
ponderance indeed; but Genoese traders were esta- 
blishing their marts in Jerosalem, JaffiE^ OsBsarea, and 
Ashnr ; the Pisans had obtained a quarter in Antiocfa 
and in Laodicea; and a Pisan churchnum was now 
Patriarch of the Holy City. It was not unnatural that 
such a complexion of affairs should excite extreme 
discontent ; and tbe public mind of Venice was already 
in a predisposed state of ferment, when certain intelli- 
gence arrived of the prohibitory edict published by the 
son of Alexius Comnenus against the commercial inter* 
course of the Republic with his Empire. 

At tlie outset of her career, Venice had sought with 
avidity, and had preserved with care, the patronage of 
the Byzantine emperors, from whom her patricians 
were fond of tracing their lineal descent; and, prior 
to the commencement of the Crusades, her merchant- 
men formed, with one exception,* the sole channel of 
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•eommtuueatioii between Europe and the Levant. This 

connexion was neither disinterested in its natnre nor 
one-sided in its advautages : it was^ on the contrary, 
emphatically one of mntnal polii^ and benefit. To 
the national resources and industrial wealth of the 
Islanders the aliiauce gave an extraordinary and con- 
tinuous stimulus. !b rom time almost immemorial, the 
chief magistrate of the Bepnblic had borne, as a peculiar 
mark of imperial &yonr, the honorific title of Hypatos, 
Protospatarins, or Protosebastos ; and during the ninth 
and tenth centuries, the flower of the Greek marine 
was composed of the seamen of Venice and Amalfi. 
AboTO an, at a period when the antient monarchy of 
Rome was fast cmmbhng to decay, and the throne of 
the Cffisars already began to totter ominously on its 
base, the Venetians had more than once afforded 
invaluable assistance to their old, and, as it seemed, 
their natural ally. The battles of Crotona, of Taren- 
tom, and of Bntrinto, were always to be remembered 
with gratitiide and pride; and it was generally felt, 
that the defeat of tlio Normans in 1081 ou the Bay 
of Durazzo by the illustrious Selvo, had alone averted 
the imminent min of the empire* On the other hand, 
it was to be conceded that, smee their coontr}' had 
acquii'ed importance in the scale of nations, the lan- 
guage and bearing of the Venetians toward the subjects 
of the Court of Constantinople had undeigone a great 
change. Pririlege had begun to wear the fonn of 
prerogative. The charter wrung firom Alexius Com- 
nenos in 1085 seemed to have turned the brains of 
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the moichaiits; and they now viewed with an eje of • 
seom a Power whoae weakness was so tranqMient 

through its prodigality. Thus it happened that when 
Johannes Comnenus succeeded in 1118 to the throne 
of his fathoTi iie found Constantinople abreadj paxoelled 
out among a wealthy cdony of eonianielioiis tradexB^ 
even among whom it was easy to distinguish the 
Islanders by their egregious haughtiness and insolence. 
The national honour was outraged; the majesty 
of the Boman pniple was violated ; and in the fomrih 
year of his reign, Oalojohannes canceiyed the design 
of getting rid, by one sweeping measure, of an evil 
which was daily growing more monstrous and ixreme- 
diahle. 

Accordingly, in the course of the year 1122, while 

it was still unsuspected that any such design was 
meditated, a decree appeared, commanding the Vene- 
tian Besidents in Constantinople and the other Greek 
ports to quit the imperial dominions, and declaring 
the suspension of all intercourse between the Powers. 
This edict, though to some extent susceptible of 
evasion, was severely £alt by the commerdal world of 
Venice. A transitory sensation of surprise at the 
abniptness of the step was rapidly succeeded by an 
unmeasured feeling of an^ indignation ; the people 
readily lent themselTes to the cause of a large and 
influential class ; the whole capital echoed a strain of 
invective and imprecation ; and the means of reprii>al 
at once became a leading theme of conversation and 
debate. The fleet, under Michieh himself, which had 
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just accomplished, in conjunctiou with the other pil- 
grims, the reduction of Tyre, was at present upon its 
retain to Eozope in anticipation of the winter : it vaa 
now decided that, on his homeward conrse, the Doge 

should bcoiu' the Greek seas, and teach the peiiidious 
ruler of a perfidious nation to respect the Lion of Saint 
Mark. 

Charged with that terrible mission, Miehieli, haTing 

taken leave of the Barons in the course of June or 
July, 1123, bade farewell to the shores of Palestine, 
and shaped his coarse for Rhodes, where he expected 
to piocaie a fresh sapplj of stores, of which the troops 
were greatly in want. The Rhodiaas, however, plead- 
ing their oath of allegiance to the Byzantine Court as 
a subterfoge, decUned to satisfy the demand ; the 
Venetians possessed every inclination to appeal to 
foFce ; and the Island was occupied and laid mider 
heavy contributions.* From Rhodes the ileet proceeded 
to Scio,^ where it was the intention of the Doge to 
establish his quarters for the winter. In the following 
spring (1124), he successiTely invested and sacked 
Andros, Samos, Lesbos, Mitylene, and the island of 
Modon, in tiie Morea;' all the Ionian Isles, and a 
portion of the Peloponnesus, fell a prey to fire and 
Venetian steel; and everywhere the youth of both 
sexes were reduced to servitude. The huniiiiation of 
the Lower Empire was speedily followed by the 
recovery of the Dalmatian fiefs firom the Hungarians ; 

' Crouaca AUinate, v. 155; Daiulolo (lib. ix. p. 271). 
• Cnm. Alt. toco citato. ' Lcbeau (xvi. p. 18> 
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Zara, Treea, Spaktro, and Sebenigo, which had again 

renounced, at the instigation of Stephen,' their alle- 
giance to the Bepublic, were again reduced to Babmis* 
fiion ; and a heap of ahapeless and neglecied roina was 
shown by the fimceeeding generation as a monnment of 
the might of Venice and the contumacy of Belgrado.* 
At Zaxsk, the Venetians made a division of their spoil ; 
after setting aside a third for the widows, orphans, and 
poor, they appropriated the residue.' These brilliant 
exploits brought the campaign to a close; and in 
Jane, 1124, Michieli returned to his capital, after 
an absence of one year and ten months. The fiime 
of his victories hail ^'one before him ; notice of 
the valuable treaty, concluded between him and the 
King of Jerusalem in the preceding year, had also 
reached Bialto ; and the day, on whidi the Doge made 
his entry into the City, was a day of jubilee. Michieli 
had certainly earned a title to the national gratitude 
by his achievements as a soldier and a dipl<Hnatist ; his 
snccessfiil negotiations endeared him more particularly 
to that class, with which the dominant passion was a 
lust of gain ; and there were few in the community, 
who kindled not into warm admiration at the ^^Hwning 
recital of the Battle of Jaffa and the Siege of Tyre. 
The trophies, which the victor had brought from 

' Bonfinius (dec. ii. p. 249). 

' Cronuca Altinafp (lib. v. 155). On this occasion, says Dandolo (lib. 
ix. p. 272), some of the Dalmatian fiefs received mw podeste. Sebo-stiano 
Ziani was sent to Sebenig^ Giovaimi Badoer to Tran, and Pietra Gra- 
denigo to SpalaAra. 

* Cronaca AUinalet ubi nprd* 
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the East were of no oidinazy kind. They consisted 
of the ten Turkish galleons and their rich freights, the 

spoils of T^TC, Ehodcs, and the lonijin Isles, aud other 
miscellaneous articles of pluuder, among which not 
the least prized were the embalmed remains of Saint 
Donatos and Saint Isidore. 

At the epoch, when Venice became an acknowledged 
nursery of the Arts, the exploits of the intrepid and 
imconquerable Michieli/ presenting a series of striking 
episodes, natondly snggested subjects for the pencils 
of the Great Masters, and the leading events of the 
late reign gradually occupied three entire compartments 
on the walls of the celebrated Sola deUo Scrutinio, the 
decorations of which have been so minntely described 
by the pen of Bardi. The first of these panels painted 
by Santo Peranda in the beginning of the seventeenth 
century, on a conmiission from the Dopfe Marino 
Grimani (1595-1606), represented all the stirring 
incidents of the memorable Battle of Jaffit (1123), 
and was substituted for an earlier picture of which 
the Bubject is unknown, by Cagliari. The second 
panel, which was from the hand of Antonio Aliense, is 
dcYoted to the siege and fall of Tyre ; and in the last, 
which is purely apocryphal, and which was executed 
by GiuHo Dal Moro, we see the magnanimous Doge 
declining to receiye the Crown of Sicily proffered to 



' In the Palazzo Michicli at S A|K>MiiIi were long, and arc perhaps 
still preserved, some curioiu aruiuur aiid standards of the twelfth ccntniy, 
whidi are wid hj •ome to btve oooe Mfloged to the Doge Domaiigo. 
GigogDa, however (Amf . It. mi. it nther doabtfhl. 
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him by the people, whom we are taught to auppose 
that he has just delivered from an invader. 

Two yeaiB snbsequently to these occmrenceB, the 

island of Curzola liiniug seceded from its alkgiimce, 
and having been recovered by Marsilio Giorgio, a 
Venetian privateer, was enfeoffed to him ; and in 1127 
a sqnadron of fourteen galleys, which had been sent to 
tlie Mediterranean to protect the Venetian fla^ in that 
sea, took possession of Cephalonia, one of the Ionian 
Isles, which still belonged at this period to the Lower 
Empife, 

In the following year, the Boge, like so many of his 
predecessors, ibrmed a wish to pass the remainder of 
his days in the privacy of the cloister ; he selected as 
the place of hia retirement the Abbey of San Giorgio 
Maggiore which bad been fomided, a century and a 
half before, by the monk Morubini. Michieli survived 
his pious resolution a lew months only ; the vaults of 
San Gioigio were opened to receive hia remains; 
and on his tomb the Yenetians wrote: — Tmw 
GrfFConm jacct hie (1128). At a later period, a 
finely execated bust of the Doge, in marble, from, the 
chisel of Dal Moro, was placed near his monument.^ 

At the period when Michieli n. ascended the throne 
(1117) no steps of any kind had been taken toward 
the general nocturnal illumination of Venice ; and cun- 
seqaently, when the daylight £uled, the Cify was left 
in a state bordering on total obscnrity, save where a 

* Cigogns ibentiom, iv. jip. 404^M). 

* Duidolo Oibb X. p. Sfie) ; Suiiido ( Ftte, p. 5M). 
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small oil lamp» Bospended over the door of a chapel or 
a maaastexy, afforded a &mt and flickering light to 

the contioiious buildings. Watclimen iiaci been in- 
stituted indeed at a very early epoch,* as well as 
certain officexa or orerseeis vitii local authority en- 
titled Oapi dd CofOradi (Ohiefe of the Streets), on 
whom devolved tiie duty of inaiutaining order aud 
trauquiUity in their respective parishes; nor can it 
be well doubted that in caseB^ where a person of rank 
and difltmetion had oocasion to traverse the streets 
by night, he wa-s ajiiply protected by his linkmen aud 
servants. The comparative security of a class did 
noif however, invalidate to any material extent the 
ground of general complaint. It was fomid that the 
darkness abetted the designs of sharpers and every 
other sort of malefactor ; robberies were committed 
with impnnity; acts of violence were boldly peipe* 
trated, the offenders comiting on the diffieoltieB which 
attended detection and identification, and history fur- 
nished too many examples of the sacrifice of the life 
of a Doge mainly by tbis want. Besides, in a capital 
where the streets were regularly intersected by narrow 
canals, and wiiere a public way abutted sometimes in 
the lagoon itself the absence of illomination was felt 
with peculiar severity; and as the metropolis became 
more densely populated, aud more wealthy, the evil 
grew perfectly iQBupportal)k . A scheme was therefore 
devised in the tune of Michieh 11. (1117-28) by 

' It wa» not till a centoiy Iftler that the fint London witch was inati- 
toted by Uenxy UL 
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vrbich. a small lamp was fixed at the comer of every 
street in those lecesaefi which are ordinarily left in 
Catholic cities for images of the Yirgiu or some 
fas oiirite Samt ; the choice of such a. receptacle was 
principally guided by a wish to impart a religious at- 
tribute to the new institation ; and the trifling ontlajy 
which was necessarily involved, was defiuyed by the 
GoYermncntJ The introduction of artificial light into 
the streets of such a large mercantile city as Yeuice 
was attended by incalculable advantage to the com- 
munity. The measure also indicated a progressive 
step in Venetian civilization.* 

Micliieli the Second was succeeded by his son-in-law 
Pietio Polani,' who was only in the thirtieth year of 
his age, but who was recommended to the vacant 
magistracy by his famUy connezionB as weU as his 
high personal character. His election, however, was 
by no means unopposed* An influential party, con- 
ebtmg of Axzigo, the son of Domenigo Dandolo of 
San Silvestro, and several members of the noble House 
of Badoer, attempted to resist his pretensions,* and 
the success of Polani in gaiuiug his object engen- 
dered a feeling of ill-will between his fcimily and 
that of Dandoloy which more than once threatened to 

I GtUidkdH iMemorie, Ub. ieb. 8, lect 19). 

* Mutindli {Del Costttma Venezitao^ p. 49). ^ In questa guia,** ob- 

fiCTVCs thi« writer, "Vcneada cm illnmin^itn qiinndo nlrnne citta cV'w 
tauto si danno vanto per una comoda e spkndida iiiuminazioue giacevano 
immerse in profonda oscnrita.*' 

* Harl. MSB. 8549, ibL 13; De Monadi, 60 (Add. MSa 
Sff74). 

« Cr<maea AUmate (lib. 156) ; Dandolo (lib. ix. p. 184). 
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endanger the public pea^. It was to no pnrpose that, 

to conciliate tlio malcoutents, the Doge raised tlieir 
leader in 1132, on the decease of Giovanni Veneto, to 
the metropolitanate^ at a time when Dandolo was still 
young, and his abilities untried ; and the wound long 
remained unhealed. 

The Kepublic of Venice, though the greatest, was 
not the only State wluch owed its existence to the fail 
of the Roman empire in the West. There were several 
other towns on the Adriatic which traced their inde- 
pendence to the same cause; among the rest were 
Pesaro, Senigaglia, and Fano. These places had 
hitherto succeeded in maintaining with each other 
relations of amity; but in 1141, the thirteenth year 
of the reign of fietro Polani, a secret conspiracy was 
framed against Fano by her neighbonrsi to effect a 
partition of her territory between them. The in- 
tended idctams of this plot were forewarned of the 
danger which awaited them ; in their predicament they 
appHed for protection to the Repubhc, and they con- 
sented to purchase the boon with an oath of allegiance 
■ to the Doge, and an annual tnbate of 1,000 pounds of 
oil to the Church of Saint Mark. A free trftde was, at 
the same time, instituted between Fano and the La- 
goon ; and Venice and her new dependency engaged 
to afford each other mutual support.^ 

Two years after the acquisition of Fano, the Paduans 
conceived (1113) a fresh source of annoyance to their 

* Amiani {Mtniorie Sioriehe deiia Citta di Ftmo^ pp. 140-1); Dttudulo 
(Ub. ix. p. 279) ; Dolflius AmmOi, 17 (King's MSa 148). 
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powerfol neighbour in the diversion of ihe Brenta from 
its natonl bed by the creation of an artificial canal.* 

Tho lve2)ublic at once ilemancled an explanation of the 
insult, and the removal of so serious au obsimetion 
to trade ; the message of the Doge^ as on a prior 
occasion, was treated with contmnely, and it became 
necessan' to resort to compulsion. A body of troops, 
jointly commanded by Guido Montecchio, a Veronese,' 
and Pietro Gambacurta, was taken accordingly into 
Venetian pay; and a second battle ensned on the 
banks of the Brenta, in which tlie enemy were ruuted 
with a loss of between 300 and 350 prisoners. There 
was no design, however, on the part of the BepubUc, 
to press the advantage thns easily gained ; the defeat 
itself was considered a sufficient chastisement ; and on 
tlie Senate of Padua atibrdmg an assurance that it had 
harboured no intention of giving umbrage to Venice, 
the captives were restored to liberty.' The newly 
created caual Lad [troba])ly rendered the Brenta too 
shallow to admit the approach of a fleet, and the 
Venetians might have had no national foice imme- 
diately available for militaty operations : yet it cannot 
but be suspected that, in enlisting the services of 

* Mwtinelli (.4h7j«/{, p. 21)). This was a source of jHjCuliur inconvenience 
and vexation to the Republic, inasmuch as the greater part of her supply 
of ficah water waa obtained finom that iiTer. 

* ])iedo(i. p, 64). The choice of Uonteoefaio waa a happj one : Ibr it 
appean that the Baduans had merited the veqgeanee df Verona by a 
Bimilar operatinti m the Ad%e. 

' (Yovica di Marco ..... Arch. Star. Tlal. xm. 2.59. It is to be 
observed that the chronology ot' this work is not in conformity with that 
of the niajonty of writers. 
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menenaiy troops in this instance, the IsIanclerB were 
partly actuated by a desire to inflict a still sharpei sting 
on the pride of the Parent City. 

In 1145 a collision took place between Venice and 
Fisa, in consequence of an attempt of the latter on 
Pola; and a war would liave followed, had uot the 
Holy See, solemnly deprecating such unseemly and 
treacherous disunion in the Chxistian Conmionwealth/ 
assumed the office of intercessor, and sncceeded in re- 
storing amicahle relatioiis between the two Poweib. 

The sack of the Ionian Isles and the other imperial 
dependendee, during the campaign of 1128-4, by the 
late Michieli II., gave inconceivable offence to the 
hiiuofhty and choleric Calojohannes ; and, after aii 
miusually long reign of five-and-twenty years, that 
prince had sank to his grave in 1148, the bitter and 
implacable enemy of Venice and the Venetian name. 
He was sncceeded by his bon Emmanuel who, though 
far uiferior to him in moral rectitude, possessed an 
equally strong will, an equally poweifiil understanding, 
and a much cooler temper. 

Meanwhile, Roger IT., the nephew of Robert Guis- 
card, having united under his sway Apulia, Calabria, 
and Sicily, had conceived the bold and ambitions de- 
sign of embodying that monarchy witii the territories 
still helonging to the empire of the East, and of trans- 
tering to his own brows the golden diadem which was 
at present a heirloom in the House of Comnenus. 

' Dnndolo (lib.ix.ch. xiii.); RoDCUMU (/4rttom /^jfoiK, T. 256) « DdfillOi 
AnnalH 18 (King's Mm. 149). 
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With tliis object in view, the King of Sicily invaded 
the imperial frontier in 1147, took Thebes and 
Corinth, ravaged a large portion of Liyadia, and finally 
obtained possession of Corfu, where he planted a 
Sicilian garrison. Bat Emmanuel had not regarded 
theae hostile movements without concern ; so soon as 
he was fdlly apprised of the plana and intentions of 
Roger, the Emperor had hastened to prepare for war ; 
and one of his earliest cares was to renew the relations, 
which had been sospended daring the greater part of 
his father's reign, with the Hepnblic (1147). The 
bearer of the message of reconciliation was instructed 
to urge to Polani, on his master's behalf, that the son 
could not be justly accounted responsible for Uie acts 
of his father; to intimate that his present Majesty 
was perfectly prepared not only to re-establish the 
friendship which had at all times subsisted between 
the Byzantine Court and the Commune of Venice, but 
to throw open to Venetian traders the ports of Cypnis, 
Candia, and Megalopolis, which had been expressly 
reserved in the chrysobole accorded in 1085 to the 
Bepublic by his grandfather Alexius.' In conclusion, 
he was charged to represent the magnitude and immi- 
nence of the danger to which the Lower Empire was 
at present exposed by the Sicilian invasion, and to 
invoke the aid of the Venetians in the recovezy of 
Corfu, with which undertaking it was proposed to open 
the campaign of 1148. 

' Daudolu (lib. ix. p. 28*2) ; P. Giu&tiuiuai (lib. ii. p. 28, edit. 1576) ; 
BmdoiVite, p. 391). 
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As Emmanuel hod probably foreseen, his pacific 
advanees were treated with &votir. The Bepnblic did 

not object, under the altered circumstances, to close 
the rupture, which had now subsisted upward of a 
quarter of a century, and to resmne her intercourse 
with the Byzantine Goveniment ; and the Doge as- 
sured the EuToy that that clause of the compact, 
which touched the participation of his Commune in 
the Siege of Corfu, should receive prompt execution.^ 

The Republic was, in secret, thoroughly enraptured 
at the turn which affairs had uow taken. It was true, 
that the long suspension of the chiysobole had not 
been attended by the ruinous results, which it might 
have ciiiaiicd at a period when Venetian commerce 
was less widely diilused over Europe and Asia. Yet 
it still remamed an evil of no ordinaiy magnitude ; 
and to whatever extent the seyerity of the measure 
was possibly mitigated by evabiou, the complaint 
among the mercantile class had become daily more 
loud. But the Venetians had never dreamed that 
the Byzantine Court would ultimately condescend to 
take the initiative, and conseq^ucntly much less had 
they imagmed it would be prepared to make such 
valuable concessions in their &vour. Besides, Sidly 
was a Power, which the Republic had reason to 
regard, at this period, with peculiar malevolence, her 
commerce having suffered much of late years from 

* Tbe ratiticatiuu of the ucw Cuiumercial Treaty, the prcluuinancs 
•Dd basis of which had been already arranged, was intnuCed to Andrea 
Zeno and Domcnigo Monwini, wbo were aent to Cbnitaiitinoplc far tiMt 
purpoae. 
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the pirates who, with the assiimed collusion of Roger, 
infested that coast ; her aggregate loss torn the source 
XQ question mia estimated at not less than 4,000,000 
crowns and it is natnial to ooneeiye that, apart from 
other considerations, she was far from ill disposed to 
draw the sword in a cause, which promised to aJord 
the means of repiisaL on the Sicilians and their roler. 

Agreeably to the assurance given to the Emperor, a 
fleet of fifty-four sail, under the Doge in person, left 
the Lagoon for the Mediterranean in the early part of 
the year (1148). Bat the annament had scarcely 
reached Oaorlo, when the sndden indisposition of 
Polani" obhged him to retrace his steps and to 
sanction the devolntion of the command in chief upon 
his son, the Comit of Aibo, and his brother, the 
Bishop of CasteUo ; and, under the joint conduct of 
Beniero and Giovanni Polani, the island s<][uadron 
duly arrived at Ooifd, where it effected a junction 
with the Greek fleet, ahready marshalled in front of 
that place. 

The defenders of Corfu, inspired by a just confi- 
dence in their advantageous position, and imbued 
with a deep hatred of Greek tyranny, were fully pre* 
pared to resist the efforts of the Allies to the last 
extremity; and it soon became tolerably manifest 
that, so long as the means of subsistence remained, 
any attempt to reduce the place must be ineffeetnaL 

' Marin (iii. lib. i. ch. ix.). 

« Chronica di Venrfia, p. 9 (Harl. MSS. No. 4820) ; P. GiustiiiiHai, 
Chromcadi Venetia, p. 47 (luiig's M&S. i 48) ; Cronuca AitauUe (v. 157); 
DaOBimle (i«ct 24); Bolflno, Anmdu 17 (Kings MSS. 149). 
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Although the OreekB, animated by the presence and 

example of their sovereij^fii, who commanded tliem in 
persou, spared no exeriiouB in the attainment of the 
desired object, three months passed away, m fact, 
without prodndng any resolt; and it cannot be snr* 
prising to find, that the unsuccessful nature of the 
operations had tlie effect of breeding disunion among 
the confederates. In the third month of the siege, 
a quanel arose on some slight pretence between a 
company of Greeks and one of Venetians, who hap- 
pened to be encamped in contiguous quarters ; words 
grew high : an appeal was made to arms. Gradually 
the fray thickened ; both sidee gained numbers and 
strength, the new comers naturally falUng into the 
ranks of their conntzymeu ; and the active inter- 
ference of AzucheSy the Greek admiral who amyed 
after some delay with a strong body of troops to 
separate the combatants, while it appeaBeJ the tumult, 
exasperated the Venetians who were implicated in the 
broil. to such a degree, tiiat they refused to act any 
longer with the forces of the Emperor, and withdrew 
in their ships to the islet of Asteria, situated between 
Ithaca and Cephalonia.^ Here they discovered the 
impeiial baige lying at anchor, and the sight sug- 
gested to the mariners a droU expedient for indulging 
their resentment. Having decked the cabin of the 
vessel with some arras and finery, which fell into 
their hands, they procured an Ethiopian, in ridicule 
of the swarthy complexion of Emmanuel, and, having 

* Filiaai {Ekerekt Siorieke, p. 908). 
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placed on his shoulders, with mock solemnity, the 

sacred robe of purple, they placed him ou a chair of 
gtate, and saluted him with the titles of Caesar and 
Augustus. Gomnenns was severely irritated when 
this gross and nuilidons affiront was brought to his 
notice : yet the Emperor felt that it was hardly 
jadicioos, in the present aspect of affairs, to endanger 
the allianee by giving vent to his feehngs ; and the 
offenders were easily enticed by the proclamation of 
an amnesty to return to their post. 

The efiforts of the Confederates had been in- 
cessant. Bnt the resistance of the besieged was 
pei-tinacions ; and Coifii only yielded to the pressnie 
of famine in the month of September.' The con- 
querors obtained immediate possession ; a division of 
the Greek army saperseded the Sicilian garrison ; and 
the Venetian commanders, considering that the Re- 
public had now acquitted hei-seK of her engagements 
with the Byzantine Court, determined to direct their 
course homeward. They had barely lost sight of 
Corfu, when they fell in with nineteen armed priva- 
teers, canning the colours of the King of Sicily ; the 
strangers were on their retnm from a foraging croise 
on the Bosphoros, and were richly laden with booty 
and they not unnaturally sought to evade a collision 
with the greatly superior force, which was bearing 
down upon them. In that endeavour, they foiled 
to succeed; the prizes were easily secured; and the 

• Nic«ta8 (iib. I p. 58) ; Da Craale (net. 25). 

* Damlolo (lib. ix. ch. zui.) 
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conqxidiors, in whose breasts the advantage thus 

gained withont difficulty had awakened an appetite 
for plunder, shaped their course for the coast of 
Sidlj. The whole ialaiid was given up to hayoc. 
The fields were harrowed bj the sword. The or- 
chards and vineyards were stripped. The hamlets 
were depopulated and burned. In such a manner 
Bieily was unexpectedly made to atone for the 
great losses whic^ the privateers of Roger had in- 
flicted, a quarter of a century before, on Venetian 
commerce. 

But on their return home the fierce exultation of 
the victors was moderated by the sad intelligence that 

the illness of the Doge had been recently (August, 
1148) attended by a fatal result. When the fieet re- 
entered the Venetian waters, the Doge was annonnced 
to be no more; and Giovanni and Beniero might 
share a regret that they had not been able to soothe 
by their presence the last moments of a brother and a 
parent.^ 

In the choice of a successor to Polani, the popular 

assembly fixed on Domenigo Morobini who, in con- 
junction with Andrea Zeno, had in the preceding year 
been sent to Constantinople to conclude the mercantile 
treaty with Emmanuel Comnenus. In addition to this 
diplomatic service, the new Doge had acquired con- 
siderable renown in the wars of the Crusades, wheze 
he served under the banners of Faliero n. and Mi- 
chicli n. But he was now advanced in yeais; and 

* Dftodolo (lib. is. p, 283). 



Digitized by Google 



846 



1I1ST0&X OF VENICE. 



[CSAP. VU. 



lie was fonsed to resigii to his son Domenigo who, on 
his seeesfiion, mm created Count of Zaza,* tiiose more 

active and arduons duties which were inseparable from 
the functions of the Crown. 

The first care of Morosmi was the tennination of 
the scandalous fend, which had now lasted npwaid 
of a quarter of a century, between the Church and 
the State, and the violence of which had ultimately 
reached such a climax that, the Patriarch Aixigo 
Dandolo and his party weie obliged to qnit the 
Dogado. No hinderance was offered to their de- 
parture ; but their dwellings, not excepting the 
palace of Dandolo, which was immediately conti- 
guous to the ehnroh of San Silyestro, were at 
once demolished by the order or permission of 
Polani. To mollify the persecuted Faction, and to 
appease the complaints of the Holy See, the new 
Doge caused these honses to be reconstmcted at the 
pubhc expeuse ; and the exiles, satisfied by that con- 
cession, and well pleased at the opportuuity which 
the change of administration afforded of terminatmg 
the niptm!e, readily complied with the inyitation of 
Morosini to return to their country. They were un- 
exceptionally reinstated m their former position ; their 
Leader resomed the duties of the metropolitanate ; 
and the happy reconciliation, which had been thns 
effected between the two famihes, was bhortlv iifterward 
celebrated by the espousal of Andrea Dandolo, the 

' Luciiw (i>e Regno Daimatia et Croatia^ lib. iii. p. 138) ; Tojx^grafia 
Ventta (anonymous, i. p. 19); Dolfino, Annedit 17 (King's MS3. 149). 
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Primate's nephew, with the daughter of Beniero 
Polani, th^ late Doge's 8on«^ 

In 1150 the Bepublic appeared in anus against the 
eareairB <^ Ancona, whose depredations had gained a 

poiiit at which it became uccessaxj to resort to vigorous 
measures of self-defence, and a small fleet was sent to 
the Adriatic to leeonndtre^ and to make prizes of any 
priyateers which fell in its way. The resnli of this 
step was the capture of five Anconese galleys and 
their commanders, Bobert Guiscard and Giacomo 
Molini. The latter perished on the scaffold.' In 
the following year, the spirit of disaffection having 
manifested itself afresh among the Venetian Colonies 
in Dalmatia, a sqnadion of fifty galleys, of which the 
yomiger Morosini was allowed to hold the nndivided 
comiuaiiJ, ^vas despatched with the object of curbing 
this reviying propensity to revolt ; each of the fiefs was 
Tisited in aoccession, and from each an additional 
tribute and a renewal of its oath of fidelity were 
exacted.' 

While the intiuence of the Hohenstaufen was being 
imperceptibly nndennined by the slow decay of the 

Western Empire and by the diffusion of more hberal 
ideas, the Doges of Venice had never ceased to sohcit, 



* P. GiiiitimHU, CSkmneadb' VeMiia, pp. 46^ (Kipi^fl MSB. 148); 
Duiddo (lib. iz. p. S46) ; Dottook Ajh^ 

* Cromca di Morco Extr. II. Arck. Stor. Ital. viii, 

' Paolo Morosini (lib. t. p. 112) ; Amiani {Memorie di FanOt p. IIS). 

Ro\n{^o was rccjiiired to send, in addition, five romavnd nnnuallj ; 
Farcnzo, fitUx*n poimds of oi! and twenty rams; On i ago, two mmamati ; 
CHtta Nuov a, turty |H)uiid» of oil. Sec Dandolo (lib. ix. p. 284). 
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and had seldom fiuled to obtam» the periodical recog- 
nition of the antient priyileges of the Bepnblic in the 

porLs of the kiiigJom of Italy. These privileges had 
been approved in 1137 bj Lothar III. ,* and ihey 
weie siinilarly renewed m 1154> at the request of 
the Doge Morosini, by Frederic Barbaroesa. In 1153 
the Doge had also procured from the Prince of Antioch 
a trading charter, which accorded to Venetian mer- 
cfaanta the same peculiar exemptions in that town 
and State which they already enjoyed m Ascalon and 
Tyre. 

But by far the most important and remarkable 
incident in the reign of Moroeini was the condosion 
in 1154 of a treaty of commerce and peace with 
William I., the successor of Koger II. on the throne 
of Sicily. Scarcely more than ^ve years had passed 
since the two Polani, armed with a terrible missioh 
of vengeance, had landed on that coast, and had 
desolated the whole Island. It was to be imagmed 
that their visit would not be promptly forgotten : yet 
both Powers now seemed alike content to merge the 
remembrance of passed injuries in a compact of mutual 
advantage. On the one hand, WiUiam, dreading the 
collateral hostihty of Venice in the war which he was 
then waging with Emmanuel Oomnenns, was anxious 
to secure, at least, her neutrahty. On the other, the 
Rei)ublic had long desired the faculty of trading on 
less prohibitive terms in tlie ports of Sicily. So, if 
the constantly menacing attitude of Hungary, if the 
increasing micertainty of their relations with the 
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Byzaaiiiie Court/ notwithstaaclmg fhe cureamstance 

that those relations had been recently placed on a 
footing apparentij" of the fi'iendliest character, had not 
also allied the eiq^eney of knitting moie closely 
their connexion mth the kingdom of Sicily, a regard 
to their interests as a lucrcantilo community might 
alone have tempted the Venetians to contract such an 
alliance. 

The ratification of the treaty with WiUiam was the 

hist pubHc act of Morosini : the death of tliat prince 
took place in Fehmaiy, 1156 ; and his remains were 
interred with the nsual soIemnitieB in the monastery 
of Santa Groce in Lnpiio, in the same vanlt in which, 
some years before, he had laid his consort Sophia.'^ 
EUs successor in the chief magistracy was Yitaii 
Michieli, the second of that name» and the third of 
that fionily, who had been inyeated with ike Docal 
berretta. 

It now becomes necessaiy to take a retrospective 
survey of the events which were passing elsewhere^ 
and of which it seemed probable that the Republic 

would, at some futuie period, be more than the passive 
(^ectator. 

In Febmaiy, 1152, Frederic, Duke of Suabia, was 
elected King of Germany at Frankfort-on-the-Maine, 

and afterward invested with the Silver Crown at 



* Bonfiniiu Ut^uriem^ dee. u. lib. vi) 

* Hicjaeei ZhmhueMt Mauroeeiuu^ Dux VeneHanm^ emm Sophid nt& 
Hxore Ihin'ssn, tpti DtiT fuit houmt et prtideaiUtmiU, plemi$Jkl9 eiver&aUt 
et amaior pabruB, — SaiuoTmo (lib. ¥. p. 200). 
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Aix-la-Chapelle, in the presenoe of the dignitaries of 
the leahn, and of the delegates of the Free Towns. 

The announcement of the succession of Frederic was 
reoelTed with uuiyersal joy and satisfactian, and few 
princes ascended the thnme of the CtBfUOB under 
more fiiyonrable anspices than the nephew and suc- 
cessor of Conrad HI. He was still in the prime of 
manhood. His election had been unopposed. He 
was ahreadj the dariing of the people^ who fondly 
hailed in him the nndonbted descendant of Charle- 
magne ; and the ^e qualities of his mind, and the 
manly graces of his person, endeared him to the 
braTO German nation. Bnt, mihappily for himself 
and mankind, Barbarossa bad conceived an estimate of 
the kingly prerogative httie consonant with popular 
freedom. It was his pride and his misfortmie to 
think that the empire of the West was the allotted 
birthright of tiie House of Hobenstaufen ; and, so 
far from admitting the Papacy as even a co- 
ordinate Power, he pointed to the Double Key as 
an exponent of the sovereign and eqnal anthoriiy of 
tbe Emperor over tiie Cburcb and tbc State. That 
a prince who had imbibed such sentiments, should 
view with mingled scorn and astonishment the new 
and lofty daims of a majority of the Lombard 
to's\Tis to iibtrtj and independence, was not to be 
accounted strange : he determined to embrace the 
opportunity which his proposed investiture with the 
Iron Crown by the Roman Pontiff afforded him, of 
crushing the insolent faction which had dared to 
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invade his pxerogatiTe, and to eriticise the doctrine of 
Divine Right. 

Tlie Peninsula was already divided between the two 
hostile DEkctions of the Ghihellines and the Guelphs. 
In the words of a poet of the thirteenth century, who 
wrote five-and-tbirty yearn before the birth of Dante :-r- 

•* De' Huelfi e dcgli GliilxjUini, 

I qual per luminoea Italia sparti, 

Che fim di lor mftdmimi tagli e (^uarii." * 

The former esponsed the pretensions of the Emperor 

to absolutism; the latter challenged the nature and 
extent of his authority. The Guelphic cities, which 
indnded Oremay Oairo^ Piaeepga, Asti, Bosate, and 
Tortona, had concentrated theur power and influence 
in Milan, reputed the strongest fortress in the king- 
dom; the Ghibelline, among which were Borne, 
Lneca> Cremona, Treriso, Verona, Padna, and Aqnileia, 
had selected as their head quarters Payia, the antient 
capital of the Lombard Kings. It could not be con- 
cealed that, even without any external support, the 
Imperialists were, at present, by &r the more poweifbl 
and numerous of the two : the strength of the Popular 
Party lay in their compactness and miauimity. The 
Ghibellines professed themselTes the zealous supporters 
of the royal prerogatLve; theur rivals sought to set off 
the rights of the citizen against the obligations of the 
subject. It was natural under such circomstanceB, 
that the aiziyal of Frederic at Constance, in the 

' IUmi> ffi Guerzo di MmtemuUif 1230; Po^ del prima tecoh dtlia 
Uuguu JltUtana, i. 123: 1816. 
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Oetober of 1154, to take command of his troops, Bhoold 
be legaided alike by bis enemies and bis adherents in 
the Peninsula as an event of no ordinary importance. 
For it was generally felt that a straggle, in wlucli a 
momentons question was inyohed, was at hand, and 
that great national interests were staked on the issue. 
The eycB of the Guelpliic faction were therefore fixed 
wistfully and watchfully on the movements of the 
Army of Italy; and, when they paused to consider 
that, in a short time, the whole forces of Germany 

might be thrown into the scale against them, and 
might reduce them to a feeble minority, they might 
well contemplate with disquietude the gravity of their 
positicm. It was at this juncture that an- incident 
occiineLl, wliich precipitated the impending crisis. 
During the stay of Barbarossa at Constance, an em- 
bassy arriYed horn Lodi, to beg his aid and protection 
against the Ouelphs at Milan, who had burned the 
suburbs of the former town, iind had giossly mal- 
treated the inhabitants. The Emperor lent a favour- 
able ear to the prayer of the deputies, and sternly 
commanded the Milanese to make reparation for the 
damage of which they were the authors. The latter 
spumed his order, and dehed his authority ; their 
consul trampled his letter under foot.^ Such au- 
dacity was unexampled. The report of the deputies 



* Otho Morena, a contemponury, and Bishop of Frisiiigen, has left a 
chronicle, called Oesta Frt'deriH^ which T have consulted. MorcrwN 
chronicle i« in the Tilttable collection of Muratori, Henim Italicarum 

ScrijJiore/f. 
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OB their return struck Frederic with amassement. At 
first, he seareely credited the news. Bat he wns no 

sooner assuied of its truth, than he deciilcd on having 
recouiBe to vigorous ineasures ; and, having quitted 
Constance abraptly at the head of his troops, the 
Emperor crossed the Alps, and planted the golden 
eagle at lionceval, near Piacenza, where he awaited 
the presence of the Delegates of the cities, and of 
the msals of the reahn.^ The Ghibellmes promptly 
responded to the unperial sammons; the Gnelphs 
wholly disregarded it ; and Milan, not satisfied with 
observing, like the rest, a cold and contemptuous 
silence, reiterated her challenge. This fresh indignity 
gave peculiar mnbrage to the Emperor ; it was ex* 
ccediugly galHng to his pride ; it probed him to the 
heart's core ; and he fully determined to bury the 
insnlt nnder the mins of Milan. Still, the diflcol- 
ties with which he had to grapple were oh narrower 
scrutiny far more serious than he had anticipated, 
or indeed than he was willing to own. The convic- 
tion slowly forced itself npon him, that he had under- 
rated the magnitade of the task in which he was 
engaged ; and from the good understanding which 
appeared to exist among the Guelphs, he was ^iu 
to presage a long and obstmate resistance to his 
arms. During his stay in the Peninsula, disease had 
laid a heavy hand on his troops, and tlie levies, wliich 
he expected from the Rhenish Provinces and from Bo- 
hemia, were not yet forthcoming. Affairs of urgency, 

* Sianiondi (ii. p. 88). 
TOL. I. 23 
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moreover, recalled liim to Germany, and, previous to 
his reionii he was anxions to Tisit Pavia and Borne, 
xDi order that he might bind his brows with the Iron 
Crown and the golden diadem. Under these circum- 
stances, the Emperor resolved to content himself, for 
the present, with segregating from the Leagae those 
towns, which lay like a spiked belt aronnd Milan, and 
served her as outposts and bastions ; and, having with 
this design left Ronceval with the Army, he sncces- 
sively took and garrisoned Cairo, Asti, and Boeate. 
TorUma was levelled with the gromid. Thence he 
proceeded to tlie Ghibelline capital, where, amid the 
popular manifestations of joy, he assumed the L'on 
Oiown of Lombardy ; and from Pavia he marched to 
Rome, where he intimated to the Pontiff Adrian his 
desire to receive at his hands the imperial rigol. His 
Holiness indeed had long expected the visit of Bar> 
barossa; his Majesfy met with a cordial and BgLBa- 
did reception; and after a short stay in the Capi- 
tol he took leave of the Pope, traversed the 
dachy of Bpoleto, forced the passage of the Etsch, 
and nltimately reached Batisbon in the course of 
1156, leaving the &te of Italy suspended in the 
balance. 

Two years afterward, and while the Emperor 
still remained in Oermany, Adrian IV* was re- 
moved by death (1158); and the Electoral College, 

divided between the two factions, nominated two suc- 
cessors to Saint Peter's chair, the Gliibeiline cardinals 
claiming the vacant tiara for Victor IV., their rivals 
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preferring the Chancellor Eoland Ranuci, who assumed 
the dedgnatjon of Alexander HI. Frederic, on his 
part, espoused the pretensions of Victor, who shewed 
himself a better courtier thau Rauuci ; aud, after 
a hrief sojourn in the Oampagna, the latter was 
obliged by the persecution of the ImpenaHsts to em- 
bark at Genoa, and to seek an asylum at the Court 
of Louis Vn. (March, 1161) . 

Barbarossa returned to Germany only with the wreck 
of the amy, which he had raised at Constance two 
years before. But the loyal enthusiasm of the people, 
and their prompt reply to his call for new levies, 
speedily produced a £reah Ibrce, inferior to the former 
neither in nombers nor in discipline. With these 
troops he again crossed the Alps in July, 1159, and 
opened the campaign by laying siego to Crema, one 
of the principal coustitaents of the League. Crema 
yielded to the pressure of &inine in the following 
January (1160). The remainder of this year was 
Bpcnt in negotiations with Alexander, who had already 
withdra'ftii i^om Home, and in awaiting the reinforce- 
ments, which slowly arriTed from Snabia, Hesse, the 
Bheniah PjpoTinces, and Bohemia. The siege of Milan, 
which had now been deferred so long, was consequently 
not loimed till August, 1161 ; and seven months 
elapsed before the besieged, reduced to the last stage 
of misery and distress, were forced to capitulate (March, 
1162) .* The conduct of the Eiiipcror toward the van- 
quished was clement and forbearing : for it must be 

■ Verri iSi. di Mikma, 1 194; edit U Monnier). 
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admitted, that the Milanese had earned a full title 
to his enmily and yengeance. Thej had pillaged his 
treasury at Trezzo. Thej had beaten his troops at 
Cassano.* They had Ba<.-ke(l and burned Lodi aud 
Castiglione. Thej had expelled Lis Podesia, and had 
Ignored his prerogative. Yet the treatment which 
they received at his hands served to humiliate their 
pride without disgracing his liumauity. The walls 
and fortitications of the town were partly levelled. 
The palladiumf a tree bearing a cross, was felled with 
a German axe. The nobles were condenmed to march 
out of the place barefoot, their naked swords dangling 
from their nocks. The lives of the iiilmbitants were 
spared. The fail of Milan was followed by the cession 
or conquest of a large portion of Lombardy: and 
having thus obtained an apparently finn footing in the 
Peninsula, Erederic appointed Beiuold, Archbishop of 
Cologne, his lieutenant, and returned once more to 
Oennany. 

Excepting the marriage of his eldest son Leonai'do, 
Count of Ossero, with the daughter of Dessa,^ who 
had lately usurped the Grown of Hungaiy (1161-2), 
and that of his other son Kicolo, Count of Arbo, with 
the daughter of the Hungarian Prince Lladislaus, the 
early years of the reign of Michieh in. (115G-72) 
were unchaiacterized by any feature of historical in- 
terest ; and the Republic, mainly intent on promoting 
the national prosperity l\v tlie expansion of her com- 
merce, continued, duiiiiL^ that pciiod, to preserve an 
» SiBunidi (iL p. 1S7). ' Cnmaca AUmaie (r. 159). 
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attitude of Btrict neutrality. At the Bamc time, tlie 
good wislies of the Venetians had been, from the very 
commencemeiit of the var^ with the Popular Party, 
whose policy appeared to be so eminently subservient 
to their views. The Islanders had long regarded with 
a wistfiil eye the contiguity of a powerfal monarchy 
to their lagoons, and the union of the Iron Crown 
and the golden diadem on the brows of a single man : 
it was therefore with more than conipkcencj, that 
they at present contemplated the prospect of the par- 
tition of Italy among a large number of petty States, 
which they considered it would be at all times easy 
to overawe, and which they might perhaps bring 
eventually within the range of the Ivory Sceptre. This 
natural bias of the Bepubhc toward the Guelphs soon 
assumed a more distinct and practical form ; and in 
the early spring of 1162, when the Milanese were 
reduced almost to the last extremity, a large consign- 
ment of suppHes was sent to their relief. But the 

assistance thus rendered was both tardy and insuffi- 

• 

cient ; Milan was shortly afterward (March 6) obliged 
to yield to the overwhtiniing force which i redeiic had 
concentrated on the place ; and the victor, having in 
this manner disposed of his most formidable enemy 
in the Peninsula, determined to afford the Kepubhc 
palpable evidence of his resentment at her manifesta- 
tion of sympathy with the insurgents.^ Accordingly, 
antecedent to his departure for Germany in 1162, he 

* Da Canaie (Cronaca Veneta, ss. 27-8); Dandola (lib. ix. pp. 8B7- 
96) i P. GiufltiiUMii (lib. ii. p. 90, edit. 1576). 
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a| pealed to the loyalty and jeabm^ of Ulric, Patriaieh 

of Aquilcia, the old enemy of the mctropolitanato, to 
the Bishop of Adria, and to the municipalities of 
Padua, Yicenza, Fenrara, and Treviso^ which consented 
to oiganize among themaelYeB a Coalition against the 
Venetians. Each of the members of this new con- 
federacy bore such a part as was most in consonance 
with its pohcy and interest. The Adiiaos and Padoans 
seized on Cavareero; the Aqnileians made a descent 
on Gnido ; the Ferrarcse and Vicentines advanced 
against Caorlo.^ The movements of the League^ 
however, were, fortunately for the BepubUc^ slow and 
ill-concerted, and its trinmph was of short duration. 
The Caorlese having hastened, on kariiiiig the danger 
of Giado, to the assistance of theur neighbours, the 
Trerisans also adyanced to attack Oaorlo during their 
absence. Bnt such was their ignorance of the channels 
of the lagoons, that they became entangled m tlie 
shallows, and the Caorlese women, witnessing their 
helplessness, launched boats and took many of the 
aggressors prisoners.' Litelligence had no sooner 
reached Venice of the hostile designs of the Impe- 
rialists, than the Doge adopted prompt measures of 
self-defence. A small fleet of galleys was eqnippedi 
and the sight of the lion of Saint Mark alone de- 
terred the assailants from theur pui'j)ose. But the 
honour of the Venetian name was not to be tarnished 



* Cronaca Altimitc (v. 161), 

* Cronuca di Marco Arch, Star. Jial. Tul26di Da Cuude 

(sect. JJO). 
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mik impnnity. The yengeanee of Hie Bepnblic was 
wreaked on the two principal ofifonders, tlie Bishop 
of Adria and the Patriarch Uhic. The territories of 
the fonner ^ were swept by her troops. Ukie^ on his 
' way back to Aqnileia in fuicied seenriiy with the 
spoils of the metropolitanate, was surprised near 
Castello bj Michieli and his squadion, and conducted 
a prisoner to Venice, wheiie a promise was wrong 
from him, that the Patriarchs of Aqnileia, in cele- 
bration of the dicomstance, should send to l^alto 
hi perpetnify an annnal present of twelve laige loaves, 
together with an ox and twelye boar-pigs,' whose 
pompous and solemn immolation might indicate to 
the Txibntaiies the fate which Ulric and the twelve 
Canons, his companions on the occasion, had so well 
deserved.* 

In the interval which elapsed between the departure 
of the Pontiif Alexander from the Gulf of Genoa in 
March, 1161, to the banks of the Loue, and his 
retnm from Paris four years later to the Castle of 
Saint Angelo, the imperial power had been gradually 
on the decline; and the Gnelphs, who now openly 
acknowledged Alexander as theur leader, had giadnally 
a( (iuirtid power and importance. Both factions con- 
tinued to regard each other with mimitigntod animosity. 

* Cronaea AJHmite, whi snprd* 

* Crpmua di Mono lb09«tM9. 

* The Hving rcpieseBtatiTet of Ulrie and liifl canons were conducted 
round the city in procc«f5ion, nnd aftenn-ard racrifictd in tlic prcM?nce of 
the Doge, who caused the quarters to be distributed among the people, 
(iiustina llenier Michieli {Fente VenezumCj ii. p. M, edit. Iti32)i and 
Cronaca di Marco ubi mpra. 
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Frederic declared Baaoci out of the ban of the empire: 
Bannci pronounced Frederic ont of the pale of the 

Cliurcl!. Milan and Pavia were at open war. Padua 
and Sepha revolted against their goTemors. The 
Qhibeliines conn ted on the snpport of GeimBiij : their 
liyale engaged the sympathy of Greece, Sicily, Fiance, 
and England. Mantua, Vicenza, Ferrara, Cremona, 
Bergamo, Brescia, Treviso, and Verona, though from 
motives of prudence they had not yet espoused the 
popular side, were knom to be abeady less than luke- 
wann in their attacluuent to the Emperor ; and many 
other towns, such as Hiinini, Parma, Modena, Bologna, 
Imola, Faenza, and Forh, exasperated at the cruelties 
and exactions of the Imperial goveiiunent, merely 
awaited a suitahle opportunity ul' declaring themselves 
for Alexander and the League. Such was the posture 
of affiiirs, when Victor IV. breathed his last on the 
28th of April, 1164. The Ghibellines conferred the 
vacant tiara on Paschal III. Lut the new pontifl' was 
soon obliged by the predonunauce of the opposite 
faction to join the Emperor at Wurtzburg; and 
• Alexander entered Rome in triumph in November, 
1165. A year and a half later, after seyeral months 
of negotiation and delay, a treaty, binding the con- 
tracting parties to afford each other mutual support, 
and to make no peace with his Majesty till they had 
placed their municipal rights and privileges on a hrm 
and secm*e footing, was signed at Pontita (May 29, 
1167) by the delegates of Padua, Treviso,^ Vicenza, 

1 Booiftdo ihkuia di Trevigi, lib. iv. p. 126). 
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Teronsi,' Forrara, Brescia, Bergamo, ILilau, and 
Piacenza ; and prior to the close of the campaign, 
the oath was accepted, and the act was sabscrihed, by 
Parma, Lucca, Modena, Bologna, Keggio, VeiGeOi, 
Ludi, Como, Novaro, and Alexandria.^ The Kepnblic 
of Venice, continuing to watch the course of eyentSi 
still adhered to her neatrality, contentrng herself with 
snbsidizing the Gnelphs' to the extent of 12,000 
marks of silver ; and iier example was followed by the 
small, though bj no means inconsideiable, borough 
of Ancona, which occupied at ]>rcsent a somewhat 
anomalous position, as being the only place in the 
Peninsula, which remamed true to the Court of Constan- 
tinople. The Lombard League was a Barrier of Steel 
interposed between the people and their oppressors ; 
and from the moment of its formation mav be dated a 
new era in the history of Italy. It is instructive to 
obserre how, in the course of twelve years, the selfish 
and unwise policy of Frederic Barbarossa had gra- 
dually alienated from him and torn the House of 
fiohenstaufen a loyal and devoted people, and how, 
in that comparatiyely short period, his oyerbearing 
tyranny constrained those towns and municipalities, 
which had once been his staunchest adherents, to 
range themselves on the side of the Revolutionary party. 

' Dalk Corte {Storia di Verona^ lib. ▼.) 

* Aknndiia WMbufltm 1168 in honour ttkl manoiy «f Baniid, at « 
distanee of 40 mika from Milan uid 25. miles fhm FaviA. Snondi tdPa 
OS (ii. pp. lSl'-2) that a year after its foundatioil, thia town was able 
to furnish a contingent of 16,000 men to the League. Flenxy also (ffwl. 
MccU*. XV. p. -248) 

■ Crmaca AUumie (v. 161). The mark wa» «= 2t, 
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The attention of the Bepablic was booh diavn to 
the state of her relations 'with the Lower Empire. 

The Venetians still enjoyed the ample privileges wliich 
they had acquired from time to time at Constantinople 
and tiie other Greek ports; and the reconciliation 
effected in 1147 between the two Powers had happily 
not been disturbed by any ulterior event. But the 
Islanders, inspired by the epirit of enterprise, and 
actuated hy the growing preponderance of Pisa and 
Genoa* in a capital where Venice was once paramount, 
had not failed to establish themselves concurrently in 
the countries wliich bordered on the Greek monarchy : 
they had formed settlements on the Bhusk Sea, as 
well as at Cairo, Tunis, and Medina ; they traded on 
easy and advantageous terms ^vlth Sicily; and in 1168 
Comnenns learned with extreme dissatisfaction that 
the Doge SOchieli had renewed with William n. the 
tr( iity of commerce and peace, into which Morosini 
entered iu 1154 with his predecessor, William I. The 
Emperor had vainly striven to preclnde that dangerous 
alliance : he was equally nnsoccessfiil in his attempt 
to dissolve it. William declined to accept the hand 

» These two Republics also farmed advmtsgeoiu allunees with the 

Western Empire; the trMty acflordcd by Frederic to Genoa, granted 

Syracuse in fief to fluit commune, as well «s 250 baronies in the valley of 
Jsolo ; it gave btr the ri^^bt of clectin^^ her own conMiis, dispensed with 
lier service in the field except in i'ruN euee, conierred on her the privi- 
ledge of trading in all the Italian ports, and m ihote of the Refmbtic of 
Feaice; and, lastly, pxediided liis Majesty flora zutifyiiig a pesM with 
the King of Sieily without the free constcnt of the Confnils <tf Genoa. See 
(Sflmondi (ii. p. 142). The Byzantine Court likewise extended to Pisa 
and Genoa priTil«gca of an equally Taluable and honourable character 

(iL p. my 
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of Maria Comueua, which was offered as a bait to 
induce him to join his Majesty in a war with the 
Bepablic: the Bepnblio, although, indeed, tiie ad- 
Yances of Emmanael to ihe Doge were of a siimlarly 
flattering nature, similarly refused to entertain any 
proposition, which would lead to an embroilment with 
the £ing. The nnfavoiirable restili of this twofold 
negotiation was yexmg m the last degree; it 
plainly denoted that the connexion between Venice 
and her new ally was too strongly cemented by a 
sense of mntoal mtereet to be broken, or eren to be 
weakened, by intrigue ; and the rejection of his over- 
tures by a Power, which was ordinarily so obsequious, 
was infinitely more galling to the pride of Comnenns 
than the cold reception which his Ambassador met at 
the CoTirt of Sicily. When his Envoys reported to 
their master the ill success of their respective missions, 
the scene in the state-cabin recurred to the mind of 
Emmanuel ; every indignity, which the Greeks had 
endured in his own time, and during the reign of his 
liEkther Johannes, at the hands of the Repubhc, flashed 
at once npon his recollection ; and he determined to 
wreak his Tengeance on those proud Islanders by 
attacking them in that part where he knew them to 
be most vulnerable. The Emperor was sufficiently 
collected to conceal bis intentions; no word or ex- 
pression, tending to excitu distnist, was allowed to 
transpire ; and the Venetian traders, resident at Con- 
stantinople and ihronghoat the empire, were still 
nnsui^iciouB of danger when, on the 8rd of May, 
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1170, {hdr reaeds were Baddeiily seized, their property 

was confiscated, and the merchants themselves were 
committed to close custody. Some idea may be 
fonaed of the number of persons who were sofferers 
by this measnre, as well as of the extent of the 
commerce at tliis period between Venice and Con- 
stantinople from the liact, that when all the dnngeons 
had been filled to crowding with Venetian prisoners, 
some still remained, for whom the monasteries were 
required to provide accommodation.* 

The onion of Leonardo and Nioolo Michieli with 
two scions of the Boyal Honse of Hnngary bad en* 
cunrajred a hope that Kin 2^ Stephen II. might 
become a useful and conbtuut ally. Indeed, the 
amicable relations which the Bepublic had maintained 
with that prince since the Dalmatian Bebellion of 
1151, Buffered no intermption till the early part of 
1170, when an announcement was unexpectedly xe- 
ceiTed that a fresh revolt had taken place in fovonr 
of the Sing of Hungary, and that the Podeeta Dome- 
nigo Morosini, the late Doge's son, had been obliged 
to seek safety in iiight. At the news of thia defecticm 
which created considerable surprise, immediate mea- 
sures were concerted for the recovery of the lost fief, 
and for the intimidation of those which might be 
tempted to imitate its example. A fleet was accord- 
ingly gotten in readiness without delay to pat to sea; 
and the Doge haviii^r undeiiaken the command,* was 
soon on his way to Zara. He was accompanied by 
> Fiiiaai {Rieetehe, p. 906). * Crwuca AlUmle (t. 159). 
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Count Mofoemi. On th6 arriyal of the sqnadron 

at its destination, Michieli demanded an instant and 
unconditional surrender; the Hungaiian garrison, 
from a mixed motiye of pride and fear, were deaf to 
the Bommons ; and the Yenetiaiis having sacceeded in 
taking the place by storm, rased a portion of the 
ibrtihcations, and exacted 200 hostages. Tlic judi- 
cions seyerity of Michieli prevented the diaafifectian 
from becoming general. Tzau, Spalatro, and other 
towns belonging in fief to the Republic, alaimed by 
the foretaste of a similar &te, e]q[»elled their Hun- 
garian garrisons and goremors, and returned to their 
allegiance. It was sliortly after the return of the 
Doge from this expedition, that the earhest intelli- 
gence was received of the misfortones which had 
be&Uen the Commonwealth in the East; and the 
coincidence was one which was apt to excite a 
suspicion that a secret understanding, inimical to 
Venetian interests, existed between the Courts of 
Hungary and Constantmople.^ 

The resentment of the Republic at the embargo, 
which was midoabtedly a gross contravention of the 
law of nations, was violent beyond measure ; and a 
general tendency, which the Doge did not discoun- 
tenance, manifested itseK in favour of an instant de- 
daxation of war against the Emperor, But more 
moderate counsels ultimately prevaOed ; the mercantile 
community, who were naturally of a cooler and more 

* Bonfiniu (Bet Ungar. decad. ii. lib. tL p. 274) ; Lucius {De lUgno 
Dalmeam d CreoHmf Ub. iu. p. 194). 



Digrtized by Google 



866 

« 



UISTO&Y OF VENICE. 



[coAp. vn. 



calcalfttiDg temper than the multitade»aiid who usoally 
came forward on the political stage as the advocates 

of peace, were still inclined to negotiate ; and that 
lar^e and powerful class succeeded in demonstrating 
that it was fax more expedient to seek an explanation 
of the recent afitur^ than to plnnge rashly into hos- 
tilities. 

On his part, however, Comnenus was still barely 
satisfied with the success of his stratagem ; the seizmre 
of the property and persons of the Venetian traders 
was not so comprehensive as he had wished and ex- 
pected ; he was anxious to eusuai'e the objects of his 
yengeance still more thoroughly ; and he determined 
to avail himself of the willingness which, as he was 
assured by his agents at Venice, had been exhibited 
in many influential quarters to effect an houuurable 
leconciliatian wiUi the Byzantine Court, In the 
autumn of the same year (1170) an envoy was accord- 
ingly despatched to express to Michieh, on behalf of 
his master, the sorrow of the latter at the passed 
occurrence, to offer an ample equivalent for the losses 
which the sequestration of their property had entailed 
on his Commune, — the natural ally of the Empire, — 
and to invite the Venetians to resume the position which 
they had heretofore enjoyed in Constantinople and 
elsewhere/ The Bepublic, especially the trading class, 
was effectually duped by this enticing message. The 
orders of noii -intercourse were cancelled. The cap- 
tives were Uberated from the dungeons. The vessels 

• Cnmaea AUuwtg (t. 168). 
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wfiie iieleased from Hie embargo. The confiscated 
property was restored to its owners. In short, the 

relations between the two Powers were considered in 
all respects as re-established on their fomer footing ; 
and a comroy of menshantmen, canning on the whole 
20,000 persons/ accompanied by two plenipotcntiaiics, 
Sebastiano Ziani of Sauta Giustina, and Oiio Mali- 
pierO) at once set ont ibr the £ast. The VenetiaQ 
deputies, who had embarked in one of those Tessels 
which were bound for the Greek capital itself, an-ived 
at the Golden Horn in the veiy early part of 1171 ; 
they were treated by Comnenns in such a manner as 
might serre to gratify their pride and to disarm their 
suspicions ; and his Majesty already began to smile at 
the success of the stratagem by which he had entrapped 
his enemies so completely. On the Yeiy eve of its 
execntion his design was frustrated. 

There was at Constantinople an eminent ship- 
wa^, a Venetian by birth, whose skill in his eraffc 
had reoommended him to the lavonr of the Em- 
peror. The latter loadod liim with honours, admitted 
him into his conhdeuce, intrusted him with the com- 
mand of a large three-masted man-of-war which 
he had built for the Emperor at Venice, or which at 
least he had sold to Cuuuionus aft^r its completion, 
and as a special mark of his esteem allowed him, 
during the recent proscription, to retain his property 
and his freedom. This man, whose patriotism was 
stronger than his gratitude, receiTed early notice of 
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the danger wbich threatened his imsospectuig country- 
men ; and, haying waited on Ziani and Malipiero, he 

disclosed to them the existence and nature of the plot, 
as weU as the date which had been fixed for its execu- 
tion. The Deputies were assured that £imiianiiel had 
merely varnished his treaeherons project with deeeitfol 
professions, in order that he might allure them to his 
harbours and his dungeons, and he stated that a plan 
was on foot for seizing their persons and for laying a 
general embargo on their vessels and merchandise 
on the 12th of March ^ ensuing. The shipbuilder then 
proceeded to suggest an ingenions method which he 
had conceived of extricating them from the difficn%. 
The vessel of which he was tlie commander was the 
swiftest in the Greek navy ;^ he was wilhng to place 
it at their disposal, as well as his own services ; and if 
they approved the scheme, they and all the Venetians 
residing in the Greek capital * might anticipate deten- 
tion by a timely %ht. Ziani and his companions 
were ihnnderstrack at the intelligence. They natorally 
hesitated at first to attach credit to the statement of 
their informant; but, after a pause, they entered 
into the proposal. The ship was manned and 
equipped; the odes were covered with felt steeped in 
vinegar, as a precaution against the Greek fire ; and, 

> Crnnam AUinate (lib. v p ir,4) ; Dandolo (lib. ix. p. 293). 
' Nicetns {De Manuele CvmnenOj lib. v. p. 223) ; Filiaai (i2»cercAe 
Storichet p. 232). 

* Cfnmea AUmde (v. 164). Moltum tkoAat impoalor de Ycnelii, 
ne le deftndereat; et iddioo miiltas in GonstaatiiKiMli coogrcgaTcnt 
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the fiigi^es having quitted the Ohrysocerae* at 

nightfal, reached the Propontis before their absence 
was detected. The breeze was propitiouB ; the yelocify 
with whieh the Tessel aldinmed the waves soon ren- 
dered the pursuit of the Greeks perfectly fdtile ; the 
Qxe, which was occasionally launched at her Btem and 
sides, dropped hannlessly into the sea ; and after a 
rapid voyage of twenty or five-and^twenty days, the 
Deputies and the companions of their flight reached 
the Lagoon (Aprils 1171) . Previously to their arrival, 
however, several merchants having been forewarned of 
the plot, and having eluded in like manner the seques- 
tration, had conveyed the intelligence to Venice ; 
and the abominable double-dealing of the Emperor 
already formed the leading topic of debate in the City. 
There was a general outcry of vengeance ; eveiy hand 
offered to bear a part in a war against Emmanuel ; and 
such was the unmeasured vehemence of their wrath, 
that the Venetians cropped their habr, and shaved theur 
beards close, in order not to present in their personal 
appearance any similarity to an odious race.' 

Miehieli, who was entering on the sixteenth year 
of a comparatively uneventful administration, was not 
on his part otherwise than glad to embniee such au 
unexpected opening to populaiity and distinction ; the 
thrilling nanative of the events of 1123, which had 
been ^miliar to Yitali fix>m his boyhood, long before 
he dreamed of ascending the steps of the throne, 

• Cronaca di Marco . . . Arch. Stor. Itai. (viii. 260). 

* MntiiieUi iAmmU, p. 42) ; Oiid. {M CoUmm Venetkmo, p. 49). 
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naturally awakened in liis mind a strong spiiit of 
emnlatioii ; aad hk aspiiatioii was that Constantinople 
and the Aiehipela^o might witness exploits which 
should trMismit his name to posterity with that 
of the hero of Ja£Oik and Tyre. The Doge therefore 
exhibited an entire sympathy with the public emotion ; 
war was at once lesolyed an ; measures were taken to 
organize a powei*ful fleet ; * and all vesst Is, which 
might be ti*}idiiig or waiting for cargoes in the ports 
of Syiia and £gypt, were ordered to report themsehes 
at Venice before the 1st September (1171) , the day 
fixed by the Doge for the departure. The whole City 
contributed to the formation and cost of the naval 
aimament. One hondred galleys were built in as 
many days.' Twenty transports were set apart for 
munitions and supplies. Ten long vesRcls were con- 
tributed^ by Zara alone. The joy of the people was 
boisteronsLj exuberant. The nobility ^ed with each 
other in munificence and enthusiasm ; and the 
Giustiniani, emulating the noble zeal of the Fabii, 
offered their services and their lives to the Bepnblic. 
This generous ferrour was dif^ised among all classes 
of the community. During the whole sommer of 
1171,* the Arsenal and Dockyard presented a busy 
scene of preparatiou. Every morning at daybreaki the 
great bell of the Campanile Bummoned the eaipenters 



' Cronuca di Marm .... Archivio iitartco Ualiamo (TiiL 260); 
M&rtiuo da Caoalc (licct. 27). 

• I>»CtaiaIe(Beet.27); CrmacaAIUM^W. 

• OxMMoa AlUmtt, 165. ' Ibid. 164). 
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and other operatives to their labonr, to which they 
appHcd themselves streuuouslj and incessantly: they 
leli thftt the 6^ of their eomitiy was upon, them ; and 
on the appointed day the fleet was aimoimced to be 
ready to sail. Michieli himself assumed the com- 
mand ; and, ai&ce the term of his absence was neces- 
sarily nneertam, and a rapture with Stephen or with 
Barbaroflsa might render tiie absenoe of the Grown 
inexpedient, his eldest son Leonardo, Comit of Ossero, 
was declared, in the interval, Vice-Doge of the Bepabhc. 

On the Isfc September, the nsoal signals were given 
for departure ; the anchors were weighed ; the sails 
were spread ; and the great standard of Saint Mark 
was hoisted on the flag-ship of his Serenity. Accord- 
ing to a previons arrangement, a detachment of tibirty 
galley?? was sent to recover Tniu, which had again 
gone over to the iung of Hungary ; the rest proceeded 
to Bagosa for a sunilar purpose ; ^ and, those two 
places lumng been reduced to sabmission and partly 
dismantled, a fresh junction was eflfected, and the 
whole fleet stood for Negropont. The Greek governor 
of that island, measuring the strength of the enemy 
by his Yanity or ignorance, had undertaken to oppose 
the Venetians, and to protect the empire. Bnt, on 
hearing their force and proximity, he was induced to 
abandon this duralrous resolution, at the same time 
that he hastened to embrace tiie ready altematire. 
Embarking on his state-galley, the governor advanced 
to meet the approaching squadron, and begged an in- 

* Cronaca AUiruUe, ubi suprn. 
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teiriew with the VenetiBa commander. He expressed 

liis unfeigned sui-prise at the hostile attitnde wliieh the 
Bepublic had assumeci , he confidently traced to some 
misrepresentatioa of facts so strange an interraption 
of the friendly relations which had ahnost inwiably 
subsisted between the Byzantine Court and the Go- 
vernment of his Serenity ; and he assured Michieli, 
that Emmannel would gladly repair any losses which 
might hare accmed through his instromentaliiy to 
Venetian commerce. He stated that while his Imperial 
Master lamented the prospect of a war, so diametrically 
opposed to the trae interests of both the belligerents, 
he had not ceased to cherish the hope of a peaceful 
and bloodless reconciliation with the Kepnhlic; and, 
as an important step toward that object, the Go- 
Temor of Negropont suggested that, before such a 
course became impracticable, it should he ascertained, 
whether the existing breach between the two Powers 
conld not be closed without an appeal to arms. The 
words of the speaker produced on the mind of the 
Doge a dnbions impression ; he jnsUy accepted with 
reserve any statement or proposal emanating from a 
perjured Court ; and he could hardly supprebs a smile 
at the new light and aspect in which the GoTomor 
set the point under discnssion. It was not difficolt, 
indeed, to beHeve that the views and poHcy of Em- 
manuel were pacific in their tendency, and that he 
was really reluctant to engage in hostiUties, until 
hostilities were forced upon him* For it was noto- 
rious that the Navy of Constantinople was disorganized, 
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that the finances of the State were at a low ebb, that 

the national temper was indolent and unwarlxke, and 
that the Emperor liimseli^ now advanced in years, was 
no longer capable of taking the field* At the eame 
time, although a war with Greece was at wiance with 
the commercial interests of the Republic, it was not 
to be overlooked that the honour of an independent 
nation was at stake ; and Michieli was perfectly aware 
that the extension of Venetian trade had rendered the 
more sordid consideration of secondary importance* 
On the other hand, it was already October ; the cam- 
paign of 1171 conld hardly fail to be very brief in its 
duration, and very indecisive in its results ; the arrival 
of the winter season would suspend operations before 
they had thoroughly commenced ; and by negotiation, 
thongh nothing might be won, nothing was to be lost. 
The Doge, therefore, without formally consenting to 
an armistice, expressed himself not indisposed, on the 
whole, to listen to terms ; and Manasses Badoer and 
Pasqnale, Bishop of Equilo, the latter of whom was 
recommended by his conveibance with the Greek - 
idiom, ^ were instructed to proceed to Constantinople 
for the pnipoee of opening a conference with his 
Majesty; while Michieli, on his part, removed from 
Negropont to Scio,* where it was his intention to await 
the return of the deputies.' 
Badoer and his companion were not admitted to an 

' Crmaca Altinaif 166). * Cronaca Altinate, ubi tniprn. 

' f'nmncadiMarro .... An-h. Star. Ttal. {yu\. '2Q\). This work is 
su))tM>He<i to have been written about 1292. The Mitbor was a coutem- 
ponury of Da Canale. 
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audience of CkaaneDm* They were told thai the 
Emperor would see them rery ahortlj, and with thai 

answer they were repeatedly met. At last, their 
8us[ icions were strongly awakened : nor was it long 
before their eyes were opened to the troth. A Jew, 
named Aaron, who aerred the Byzantine Court in a 
confidential capacity, had in consequence of some 
slight or iiijoiy conceiYed of late a violent pique 
against Cmmanael: and the preaent conjimctare 
seemed to afford him an eieellent opportonity of 
gratifying his resentment. Not very long subse- 
quently to their arhval, Aaron sought a piivate in* 
terview with Badoer and his colleagae^ to whom he 
nnfolded ^e object of his visit. He intimated to the 
Embassy, that it formed no part of tlie Emperor's 
design to come to a settlement with them. He 
assured them that, in his pacific advances to the Be- 
pnblic, his Majesty was wholly inshicerB. In fiict, his 
sole motive was to gain time. In coitoIm )ration of 
his assertions, their informant pointed to the bn^ 
preparations for the ensuing campaign, and mora 
especially to a powerfol fleet which was in conrse 
of constnictiou, imd whicli would be shortly placed 
under the orders ot the Admiral, Andromcus Conto- 
stephanos.' This forewarning was not lost on the 
deputies, who took their departore without farther 
ceremony ; and the Jew perceived with considerable 
glee, that the diplomatic farce had been broken off by 
his immediate agency. 

• Lcbcau (xvi. p. 202). 
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But on the reiom of the two Enyoys to 8cio, they 
weze shocked to find, that a great calamity had 

beledlen Michieli and the Republic. During their 
absence, and while they were fnttering away precious 
tune at Oonstantmople, the plagne had made its 
appearance in i^e Ionian Mes.^ The Venetian troops 
fell easy victims to the epidemic; the mortahty 
increased from day to day ; it had aoon baffled cal- 
eolation ; and as &e vessels of the fleet were gradoaUy 
rendered inefficient by the loss of their complements, 
and in many cases of the whole crew, the painful 
necessity arose of eommittmg them to the flames^ 
in order that they might not fall mto the hands of 
the enemy. In this manner, the snpcrb armament 
of a hundred and thirty sail, which had left Venice 
in the preceding antunn in the full confidence of 
▼ictory, was redn<$ed to the moiety of its origins! 
strength. Still, the \iiTileuce of the feyer abated 
not. So soon, however, as he had learned lirom the 
deputies the result of their late mission, Michieli, 
partly actuated by an idea that he might escape 
beyond the range of its fatal influence, and, in part, 
by his anxiety to avoid a collision with the Greek 
commander, who was said to be approaching the 
Ionian Isles with a fleet of 150 sail, shifted his 
moorings in succession firom Bcio to Lesbos, from 

* In the Chronich of Sam Sohmdor^ quoted by ^uindo, folio 490, it is 
••■li'I t^iiit the FinjMTor cauwd the water to l»c ])oisonal, J'crif toxicare 
q'lnmtStim wjiiani : atld the same statciiKiit occurs in the Cfirmtir/e uf 
BttrtoiifimtttJt V eranensig, Abljut ol San Nicolo del Lido, lli>7, quotiHl by 
the nme, folio 504. 
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LeBbos to Lemnos, and from Lemnos to Bcjrros, 
where a perceptible decreaee of mortalily encouraged 
bim to celebrate the feast of the Paesover (April 

14-18, 1172) . In the cotirse of the few days, during 
which he remained at Scyros, his Serenity, yielding 
to the force of eziatiDg circnmstaiices, wholly rehn- 
quished the design of carrying on the war by recom- 
mencing hostilities in the Rpring. But at the same 
time, the Doge had resolved^ if it was possible, to 
maintain his present gronnd, nntil the lear of con- 
tagion, as well as the symptoms of disease, were 
altogether remoTcd. The peevish and refractory 
spirit, however, which was manifesting itself among 
the troops, natnrally qaemlons and bomesidi:, the 
midonbted proximity of Oontostephanos, and the 
crippled condition of his own forces, militated against 
this precaution, and compelled him to assent, against 
his better judgment, to an immediate retam. The 
necessary instmctions for the departure of the fleet 
accordingly issued ; the dead were interred ; the dying 
were carried to the place of embarkation; seyeral 
ships, which had been disabled smce the late mdan- 
choly sacrifice, were consmned; and the residue, 
consisting of seventeen galleys and five transports, 
shaped their course for the Adriatic. That course 
gradually assumed the character of a retreat; the 
retreat became a flight. For the Greek admiral, who 
had narrowly watched the movements of the Islanders, 
followed closely in their wake : nor did he desist from 
the pursuit, until the fagitiyes had doubled the Cape 
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of Saint Angelo.* Contostcplianos tlien leisurely 
retraced his steps, while the Venetians, haying in the 
fiisfe mstaiice touched at Bagasa and SebenigOi which 
bad again seceded from their allegiance, made sail for 
the Tiagoon. The Repubhc was already aware of the 
calamitous issue of the expedition, which she had sent 
to the Levant m the preceding year. Bat she was 
hardly prepared for a worse disaster than she had yet 
suffered; and a worse disaster was in store for her. 
The maxiners, who communicated to their comitiymen 
at home the dismal tidmgs, commnnicated also the 
fatal infection. The people wrung their hauds in an 
ecstasy of terror and despair ; the rapidity with which 
the epidemic extended its ravages m a pUce» where no 
sanitary laws of a fixed or systematic nature were yet 
establibhed, and where a fetid atmosphere greatly in- 
creased its yirulence, was truly appalling. It had 
Boon penetrated into eyeiy quarter, and had fomid 
a victim mider eveiy roof. The entire commimity 
seemed to be smitten by a mortal sickness. Every 
sphere and class of society were affected by it in a 
greater or less degree ; every &mily bewailed the loss 
of some of its ornaments and pillars; and among 
those whom the fever had laid low, were counted 
no fewer than a hundred members of the House of 
Ginstiniani.* 

With tliree exceptions, indeed, that antient aud 
illastiious race was at present extinct. The sur- 

• Nicetas {De Mnnnele Comneno, lib. v. p. 225). 

* CkroMCon Frati-um ikmctt ifalvatorUy qwied b}' iSauudu, Mio 496. 
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YiYors were PietrO) Marco, and Nicolo, the last of 
whom, a youth in his aeveiiteeiith year, ma now 

doistered in a monasteij of Benedictines. His Se- 
renity was deeply moved by the noble and enormous 
sacrifice which their fftUen Jdnamen had spontaneously 
made in the service of their eomitij ; sneh generous 
and unselfish patriotism was unmatched ; and he 
resolved, as a mark of lus own sympathy, as well as 
a high tribute of pubhc gratitude, to o&et his only 
daughter Anna in marriage ' to Nicolo Ginstiniani.* 
The yonii;4 Beuedictkie embraced ^ith alacrity the 
ilatteriug proposal ; a papal indulgence absolved him 
£rom his oath of edilwey ; and his union with the 
Doge's ehild was blessed by an issue of nine sons 
and three daughters. Of the latter, one tlied a vu-gm 
and an abbess. Bartolotta espoused the Lord of 
Este. Marta beeame the wife of the Lord De 
la Scala. Both the two remaining Giustiniani ob- 
tained subsequent eminence. Pietro, it is said, aflei*- 
ward accepted the ofidce of Procurator of Saint Mark, 
which in point of rank and importance was accounted 
second only to the Crown itself. In 1174, we find 
Marco in command of \ eucUaii iurces at the siege of 
Ancona. 

The Doge was hi from being a callous q»ectator of 
the harrowing scene which passed around him. On 

the contrary, while he deeply deplored the actual 
occurrence of an evil, wliich he had probably dreaded 
as a contingency, Michieli spared no exertion, which 

* Mutiuelli {Amali, p. 47). 
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might help to allemte the pablie misery ; and when 

they took into consideration tlie difiScult position in 
which he had heea placed by the unexpected course of 
OTents, diBeenung men, although they might hesitate 
to pnmoanee him wholly free ftom hhime, generally 
agreed in exonerating their chief magistrate from the 
grave imputation of carelessness and indiierence. 
There was^ however, a huge section of the eommnnityy 
probably comprising a considerable nmnber of bereayed 
and discouboiate families, ^vhich openly and loudly 
accused him of being the author of their misfortunes* 
They dedooed them with deamess and confidence from 
two eanses, his want of foresight and his excessive 
creduhty. The diatribes and animadversions of this 
Party were bold, violent, and bitter. They soon wore 
a really formidable aspect* Theur damomrs and 
maledictions gradually anested the public attention. 
The subject, which formed tlieir gruiind of complaint, 
became the leadmg theme of conversation. It was 
canvassed on the Bialto. It was agitated in the 
Senate, where it gave rise to frequent and angry con- 
troversies, in which the speakers freely \dtuperat( d 
each other. The sitting of the 27th May was stormy 
and tnmultaons beyond precedent. The debate turned 
on the affiiirs of the Bepublic, and on the causes and 
consequences of the recent catastrophe ; all sides 
spoke with great warmth and emotion^ and high 
words were exehanged. The Doge was present at 
the discussion, in which he took the part of vindi- 
cating his own conduct, and of refuting the charges 
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preferred agamst hinL One by one the fiiends of 
order, foreseemg the Btorm that was gathering, 
escaped from the Hall, and the Doge, finding him- 
self confronted with a furious throng, brandiBhiug 
hniyes and nttering terrible threats, also retired 
from the Palace in the direction of the nearest 
canai, crossed the bridge, and proceeded toward 
San Zaccaria, where he purposed to atteud vespers. 
It was ahready dusk. He was followed at a short 
distance by a few of the malcontents; Michieli, 
according to his custom on all ordinary occasions, was 
unguarded and alone ; and he had not gone very far, 
when one of the party behind him, stepping saddenly 
In advance of his companions, plonged a dagger by a 
rapid movement into the bosom of the Prince. The 
stab was not instantaneously fatal ; bat the assassin 
contriTed at the moment to effect his escape ; and his 
nnfortmiate victim, snmmoning by one desperate effort 
liis remaining strengtli, staggered toward the Convent, 
where he hastily received the viaticum, and expired 
ahnost immediately afterward in the aims of the 
priest, who had been standing at the gate to receive 
him.' 

The news of this atrocity was circulated with ex- 
traordinary rapidity through the varioos qnarters of 
Venice ; ihe whole city thrilled with horror; and the 

melancholy end of MichieU, producing a reaction not 
uncommon in such cases and at such junctures, 

' Cronaca Altitiate (lib. v. p. 167); Dandolo (lib. u.p. 286); Sicardi 
Epiac. Chrmicon, fol. 600. 
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reconciled to his memoiy even the most violent and 
implacable of that party which his alleged mis- 

nnuiagement of the war had, at the close of his 
career, arrayed against him. The murderer was easily 
traced and secured* Bis name was ascertained to be 
Marco Oasiolo.^ His identity and the proof of his 
guilt were established without much difficulty ; he was 
sentenced by the Ducal Court to be beheaded; and, 
as a mark of peculiar infeany, the scaffold on which he 
was ezeeated was erected in ttont of his own dwelling 
in the Calle delle Rasse, between the lUva degli 
SchiaToni and the street of San Eilippo e Giacomo. 
The house itself — a stone stractoze — was afterward 
demolished ; and it is believed that the demolition was 
accompanied by an order that it might never be rebuilt 
in the same material* 

During his goTemment of seyenteen years and a 
qaarter» Michieli m. had shown himself possessed 
of p^eat parts, of a superior capacity. That his ad- 
mioistration breathed a spirit of oltra-commerciahsmy 
and was distinguished by that ]^roneness to negotia- 
tion, when negotiation was not dishonourable only 
but unavaiLuig, ought not to create surprise ; the vice 
was one by no means wingnlflr in him ; it was a vice 
inherent in the commimity of which he was a member* 
It was a national pecnliarity, a constitational taint. 
The important fact should not be overlooked that, 
at the time when he ascended the throne, a dark 
and heavy dond hnng oYer Italy and the Bepnblie. 

' Croimca Aiitnale jtucUi Codtcem Dretdensemy p. 61. 



Digitized by Google 



382 HISTORY OF VENICE. [chab. tu. 

The anil itious projects of Frederic Barbarossa were 
just th/en begimung to excite snspicioii in. the Peoin- 
sola. ThoBe who abeadj mediti^ opposition were 
in an anxious tmd unsettletl mood. The Guelphs had 
reason to feel that their position was one of grave 
uncertainty^ On the one hand, it was diffieolt to 
jndge how &r the Emperor wae prepared to respect 
their municipal pri\ileges; on the other, they were 
very doubtiui how iai it would be in their power, in 
the erent of such a oourse becoming necesBary, to 
offer an efficient and prolonged resistance to so mighty 
an antagonibt. For that voice, which awoke, some 
years later, in tones of thunder, was still feeble and 
timid. The Popular Party, though in^ired by a 
rosolute spirit, was still insignificant both in number 
and strength. No one yet dreamed of the formation 
of the Lombard League. The Ghibellines, on the 
contrary, composed a powerful and numerous Action. 
A large majority of the Italian cities wero in the 
servicf of the Emperor. The Holy See was loyal and 
servile in the extreme. The Repubhcs of Genoa and 
Pisa shewed evaiy disposition to afford Frederic their 
support. The Lxm Crown awaited his Majesty at 
Pavia. The golden diadem awaitecl him at Rome. 
Such was the lowering aspect of the political horizon 
when the late Doge was called, in the month of 
February, 1156, to replace Domenigo Morosini. The 
Venetians fully comprehended the (liiliciilties with 
which they might be forced to grapple. They foresaw 
that, to reconcile the conflicting interests of theur 
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country as au iudependeut Power and a community 
of traders^ it would be necessary to pxoeeed with woiy 
steps. Bnt Venetian sympathieB and predilectioiiB 

were ariubly on tlie side of the Lciigue ; and it was 
the most ardent and sincere wish of the Islanders, 
that the exertions of the Gnelphs in the canse of 
liberty might be rewarded with speedy and complete 
success. 

Michieh Wwd to see tliis wish in a large measure 
mdised* He lived to be a witness of the formation 
of the Lombard Leagne, and of the defeat of the 
tyrannical projects of Frederic. He was among 
those who beheld with heartfelt satisfaction a whole 
nation lising in revolt against its oppressor. Bnt 
that gieai and glorions resorreetion of Italian 
fifcedom was the slow and accnmnlative work of 
many years ; and the intermediate space was 
long remembered by the Venetians as a season of 
painfnl sospense and solicitude. During the greater 
portion of that pc rioJ, the Ghibcllinc Cities, opposed 
to the political creed of the Bepubhc, more, envious 
of her commercial prosperity^ maintained toward her 
an attitude hostile and m^tory. She counted 
among her secret or avowed enemies Padua, Adria, 
Aquileia, Ferrara, RaTenna, Ancona, Vioenza, Verona, 
and Treviso* The Bishop of Adria, a bellieose and 
poweifnl prelate, who was thought to have more 
relish for freebooting than for masses or genu- 
flexions, had long been desirous of annexing the 
Venetian town of Oawsero to his see. It was weU 
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knowii that the Patriarch Ulric of Aquileia, not less 
warlike and unscrapulons, and who nomished toward 
the metropolitan an inyeterate and hereditaiy ani- 
mosity, was ready to seize the first opportcmity of 
making a descent on GraJo, and of despoiling of her 
vast treasures the antieat and Tenerable church of 
Santa Enfemia. It was equally notorious^ that the 
Emperor himself regarded the Bepublie with no 
friendly eye. A prince, less thirsty for power and 
dominion, might indeed not unreasonably view with 
diflsatislaction the finest, most capacious, and most 
convenient harbour on the coast of Italy in the hands 
of a trading coiamimity, which owned no allegiance 
to his crown. Venice was the key of the Adriatic. 
To be the sovereign of the Adriatic, which might weU 
be a point of ambition with him, it was necessary that 
Frederic should become the sovereign of Venice. If 
Venice continued to be a distinct Commonwealth, it 
would not only be difficult, but it would be impossible, 
to command that sea. That the Emperor was a 
stranger to such and similar speculations, was hardly 
to be beUeved; and there was strong reason to appre- 
hend that, so soon as the Guelphic &ction had been 
reduced to submission, an ulterior project would 
develop itself for embodying the Republic with the king- 
dom of liombardy. Then the Venetians might once 
more have found it incumbent on them to unsheathe 
the sword in defence of their hearths and homesteads, 
of their national rights and fiee institutions ; and men 
shuddered at the thought that Albiola might, in the 
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twelfth century, witness the same spectacle as that 
which it had beheld in the days of Augelo Badoer 
and Pietra Tribnno. Apart from snch considera- 
tions, there were olliors siinilar in their tendency. 
It can be scarcely necessary to recur to the rupture, 
which took place in 1170, between the Bepnblie and 
the Byzantine Oonrt, to the ealamitons campaign of 
1171, to the outlays and saciifices incidental to a two 
years' war after a seven years' peace, to the decima- 
tion of the troops by the plagne, and to the loss of the 
greater part of a fleet of 130 saO. These ciicnm- 
stances rendered the period duiing ^vliich Michieli III. 
was at the head of affairs, a season of onusual difficulty 
and peril; and, in fonning an estimate of his character 
and times, they should be kept in view and taken into 
account. 

The death of Michieli may be considered as bringing 
to a termination the Furst Epoch of the History of 

Venice. This shocking catastrophe, and the cii-ciuu- 
stances by which it was attended, introduced an order 
of things which marks a new era in the Annals of the 
Bepnblie. 
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Considerations on the OoTcmment of Venice — The Acts of the Comiiiis- 
sion of Reloriu — Tlie Great Council — The Privy Council — The 
Seoaie — Election of Sebastiano Ziaoi (1173) — Forced Loan — The 
GHDcn D^r Imprestifi— N^gotittioai utOi the ^yaatkie Ooart— 
8^ge of AauDOOft (1174)— BeooneOiatiflii wHh Onmnfmiii AlciiiiJcr 
m. at Ycnka (1176-7)— Battle of SallKjra— Congrew of Venice— 
Ziani is Succeeded hy Orio ^falipiero (1178) — Defection of Zarn — 
Third Crusade — ^ialipiero i-^ Succeeded b_v Arni^^<» 1 );uu!t)l() oi San 
Luca (1192)— Difference between Venice and Verona (ilDl) — 
Dcfett of the FiHiv (1193-9)— The Fifth Grande— Trea^ between 
UK BepoUk and tiw Barani (1901). 

The Eeyolntion of 1033, which had owed ita results 
to the popular alarm at the overgrown mfluence of 
the House of Orseolo, had the effect of weakfining 
the Ducal anihority in two esBential xeepeets. The 
eondnctors of this remarkable movement contrived, not 
without much intrigue and chicanery, to procure in 
one sitting of the Legislature the abrogation of the 
two engrafted ssystems of association and heieditaiy 
succession ; and, although the government of Venice 
still remained, by a prescriptive right, in the hands 
of a limited number of lamiliesi the law of flabenigo 
had never been transgressed : nor eoidd any instance 

be adduced in which, from that time forward, a son 
had been called to assist the counsels of his father, 
or to lephice him. So &x, then» the Bevolation had 
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established two great and salutary maxims of civil 
polity : and it was to those maxims that Venice was 
largely indebted lor her Babseqaent immimitj from 
domeetie tronbles* Bat nearly a eentiuy and a half 
liad now elapsed since the days of the First Venetian 
Beformer ; two generations of men had passed away ; 
and in ihe meantime the social and political atate of 
the Bepnblie had nndergone an important and per- 
ceptible chan^jfe. That chanfi^e, tlioiigh affecting to 
some extent the whole commanity, was relative, rather 
tiian poflithre, in its character and operation. There 
wm certainly many drcnmstances, which clearly de- 
noted the general progress of Venetian civilization. 
The Venetians toward the close of the twelfth centuiy 
were a more eiperienced and enlightened^ perhaps a 
wiser, people than the eont^poraiies of ilabenigo ; 
and the expansion of its commerce, the development 
of its naval resources, the conspicuous part wliich 
it had borne in the Grosades, the alliances which 
it had formed, the treaties which it had condnded, 
had, in a comparatively brief period, raised their Com- 
mnne to a fur higher place in the scale of nations 
than the men of 1033, in any attempt to forecast 
the future, could have at all anticipated. But, as 
in 1033, there was one class only, which could be 
said to have deriyed any considerable advantage from 
the progress; and that class was the aristocracy. 

The foundation of the aristocracy, considered as a 
distinct section of tlie community, dates no farther 
back than the middle of the eleventh century. The 

25—41 
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anally yet mfla«ntial Gabal of torbnleat and diasatia- 
fied memben of the upper claaa^ which oi?ed ita 

parentaj?e to a private tiuaiTel in 1026 between the 
Gradenigi and Orseoli, and which under tiio conduct 
of Domenigo Flabenigo ultimately achioTdd a result 
of a magnitude and importance far beyond its deaign, 
was tlie prefiguration and protot^-pe of the Oligarchy, 
which afterward exerted so despotic a swaj over the 
BepnUic. While the conunonalty was daily growing 
more servile and acqniescent in its temper, the in* 
fluence of the Nobles had, since the era of the Re- 
volution, been steadily in the ascendant. The ktter 
now composed the leadmg ingredient in the body 
politic; and th^ already constituted a privileged 
class. All the offices of the gOTemment, civil and 
ecclesiastical, naval as well as mihtary,' were vested 
in their hands. All charges of trust and emoloment 
were confided to them. The episcopal and judicial 
benches were filled by men of noble blood' luid 
antient lineage. The Dalmatian colonies were ad- 
ministered ezdnsiTely by patricians* Patricians alone 
competed for the Berretta and the Pallimn; and, 
after the lapse of nearly five hundred years, there 
were not more than nineteen famihes which could 
boast that they had given Doges to the Eepnblic.' 
8tiU, with all these advantages, and they were 

» Dandolo (lib. ix. pp. 2f\0, 203-7, S7M-8, 283» 390-8, At,). 

> Diimlolo (]\h ix pp i>'4. '2.55)). 

' The Bacl(M l i. Calbani, Sanudi, Orsi. Tagliani, Morosini. 

Tradenigi, Fiabciugi, Or^cuii, Ceutranigi, Contanni, CaUqu, Foiani, 
Ifidiidi, Fdieri, Sdvi, Memi, and Tiibutu. 
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eertamly great, the nobOity felt that, as a body, 

thej had just reason to Le dissatisilcd with tiie position 
which they occupied iu Bocietj; and there were two 
great constLtational abuses which combined to pro* 
dace each a sentunent. The first was the iniaciple 
of Universal Su ft rage. Although an entire change 
had heen wrought in the internal organization of 
the Bepnblic ; although she had experienced a won- 
derfiil adTance in wealth and dominion, and her 
population which, in tho seventh and even eighth 
century, probably counted hardly as many hundreds, 
now reached 65,000 ; although, with her increasmg 
prosperity, her wants had mnltipHed, and her interests 
had acquired complication ; still, the representative 
system was soiered to remain unaltered. At irregolar 
periods, the three Estates of the Gonunnne, the 
Maggiori, the Mcdiocrif and the Minorif were gathered 
from Grado to Cavarzero in the church of Saint Mark 
in the capital, or in that of San Pietro di Castello, 
where they proceeded to deliberate on the pnblio 
concerns ; in the presence of that large concourso 
of persons, the bulk of whom had necessarily httle or 
no aptitude for forming an opinion on the topic of 
debate, all questions of general bearing and import 
were treated and decided ; and unless it had passed 
the Arrengo, no measure was recognizable as valid. 
This condition of affieurs was undoubtedly pregnant 
with eril ; and it was such evil for which the advocates 
of Beform were now anxious to provide an early and 
efficacious remedy. 
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A geeood point, whieh toed bitter eomplamt anuMsg 
the upper daas, ynm the eztenoEve power which was 

lodged by the Ducal prerogative in tlic haiids of their 
chief magistrate, and which, though certainly abridged 
to a oonsiderahle extent bj the law of iElabenigo, wae 
still too ample and oonoentric to find &yoiir in the 

eyes of a proutl antl jealous Mristocracy. 

It was hardly to be expected, that the patiiciana 
should harboiur any feeling akin to satisijactioii or con- 
fidence toward a form of goYemment, of which the 
two constituout uigrudieuts were of a clianictcr totally 
inimical to the interests of their own Body. In the 
iirst placoi there was a L^;ifilatare» which embraced 
CTCiy adnlt male inhabitant of the Idands without 
disciimiiiation of rank, merit, or capacity. In such a 
promiscuouB assemblapfc, there was too large an ad- 
mixture of factiouB and turbulent spiritSy and of men, 
who were apt to OTezrole wise counsels by giving the 
rein to angry ])assions ; and it was tolerably plain, 
that it was useless to look to the Arrengo for the 
exercise of that despatch, which was sometimes essen- 
tially material to the proper management of public 
affairs. In the second place, they had an Executive, 
consisting of a Prince, who had been chosen from 
tune immemorial, and was still chosen, out of a drcle 
of nineteen families, and of a VnYj Council of two 
members, who were ehgible by himself, and might be 
his minions. The upper class was thus ^aced between 
two evils. On the one hand, though their Toice in 
the deUberative Assembly was always weighty, it was 
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te from being paTamonnt, and fi^qnent ioitaiiceB had 

occurred, in wliicli the voice of the mass prevailed. 
On the other, the Ducal office, though elective, was 
for life, and the liighest dignity to which a Taneiaaii 
eonld aspire, mm neeeBsaaeOy foiedosed against a large 
majority of their own class. It was therefore per- 
fecUj nAtoial, where the eligible candidates were so 
anmeronsy and tiie ehaaoe of zeaehing the goal of 
ambition was so slight, that there shoold be a general 
wish to substitute for the existing system one, under 
which a fair proportion of members of the aristooracj 
might be admitted to a participation in the honours 
and privileges of the sovereignty. In fact, the First 
Estate was bent on shaping the constitution of their 
comitiy to its real wants and interests; and they 
eoneeiTed that the desired object was to be approached 
only by consohdating the Arrengo, and by inserting 
certain alterations in the Coronation Oath. 

It was at ttus conjimctore that an event occnrxedy 
which powerfully arrested ihe general attention, and 
on which many subsequent eyents were destined to 
turn. On the evening of the 27th of May, 1X12, 
Michieli in,, as he was on his way to San Zaeeaxia» 
was stabbed by Marco Oasiolo,^ a ftetions malcontent, 
who had followed Lira out of the legislative assembly 
probably with the lull intention of perpetrating the 
outrage. The flagitious deed, which thos hnnied the 
career of IBchieli to an abmpt close, raised an ontory 
of indignation and abhorrence among all classes and 

* OoMMtt AMM^jitxk^ CodiBm Dretikmemt'Jrek, Sior, BaSL 
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among aU paztiea ; and nowhere^ perhapa, vaa that 

outcry louder than in the ranks of his own Older. At 
the same time, the latter, while they shared the com- 
mon sympathy and 80xxow» were ineaiatibly tempted 
to regard the late cataatrophe from aaoiher point of 
Tiew. The death of Michieli was naturally suggested 
to their miuds as an admirable opportunity for gaining 
a step at least in their favouiite project of Reform. 
Snch an opportunity might not soon reeor : for more 
than one instance was known, in which there had been 
no vacancy of the Crown dm-ing eight-and-twenty years. 
Accordingly, the aristocracy procured leave, before a 
new Doge was i^pointed, to take soeh measnrea as 
might, on mature eonfiideration, be deemed expedient, 
for revising the Ducal Promission. 

Whether the Beformers possessed suf&clent interest 
to act under their own req»oiiBibility, or whether 
they were counselled by prudence to UJsB the sense 
of the great body of the people at each stage of 
their labours, we mast forbear to decide. But it 
appears highly probable, that at least they had the 
tact to prepare the public mind for the forthcoming 
change by representiiig, in virid colonrs, the abuses of 
the present ^stem, and by insinuating, in soft and 
guarded language, that while the modifications which 
they designed to effect in the Constitution were with- 
out prejudice to popular rights and liberties, they were 
greatly calculated to promote tlie general welfare of 
the community. Agam, treadmg in the footateps of 
the men of 1088, it is likely that they professed to 
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act solely from a deep and solemn conyiction, that the 
measures, which they contemplated, were conduciye 
on every aeeonnt to the public good. These were 
exoterie doetrines which Fiabemgo and his compeers 
found it necessary or expedient to propagate, while 
they reserved their esoteric views for conlideutiai ears. 
The task of investigatiiig the important subject with 
which the Maggiori were now busying themselYes, and ^ 
of submitting to the Council of the Nation tlie model 
of a new government, seems to have been intrusted to 
the same Tribunal^ which had abeady sent to the 
scaffold the murderer Gasiolo. This tribimal, the 
Ducal Court, wincii liad long existed in the Republic, 
and of which the Doge himself nonunaliy oihciated 
as president^ was composed of three members, who 
from their tfntient costom of holdmg their sittings at 
Saint Mark's, derived the title of the Judges of the 
Palace, The Corte Ducale was in all probabihty 
selected as being the Snpeiior Coort of Jodicatnre in 
the Commmie ; and it is not nnlikely tiiat the judges 
were allowed, in this particular instance, the faculty 
of enrolling supplementaiy members. The commis- 
sion, to which the force of events had thus lent extra- 
ordinary attributes and had placed in a situation 
entirely novel, entered at once upon the discharge of 
its high and important fdnctions : its labonrs ex- 
tended over a space of six months : and no steps were 
taken to appoint Michieli's successor till toward the 
hrst week in January, 1173.' During the interregnal 



* Uuin (iii. pw 1S9>; Sudi (iL p. 401). 
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period, and while tiie inqniry was pendingi the eafefy 

and business of the State were confided to the Privy 
Councillors of the late Doge, who thus remamed in 
office, until his soocessor was appointed. It seems 
iliat this measuie was designed rather to proehide 
the evils of anarchy and to insnre the preserva- 
tion of the pubhc peace during the vacancy of the 
Dogate, than with any view of imparting to the Crown 
'tiiat attribnte of perpetuity, which it has been held to 
possess under other constitntions. Elsewhere, by a 
pohtic and ^jnihar fiction, the chief magistrate was 
held to be immortal, but at Venice it was the govern- 
ment which never died** 

The labours of the Commisdoners of Beform were 
huLsiicd in November or December, 1172 ; they rc- 
solted, as might have been foreseen, perhaps, in some 
qnarters, in an entire reconstmctioin of the Legislatnre, 
and the introduction of several important changes into 
the Executive. In the first place, the pernicious 
system of Universal SufiOr^e was abolished for ever. 
The Arrengo which, with the solitary exceiptlon of tiie 
consnlar trinmvirate, might chum a higher antiquity 
than any other institution of the Venetians, was 
virtualiy extinguished, at a distance of upward of 
700 years from the time when it was first called 
mto ezistaice ; and it was rejplaoed bgr aa Assembfy, 

* Sdv«rte does not ai^ear to liave known tint thb principle waa 
earned into pnctlee piior to 1192 (CnOkalfMie Venue, p. 8^. Itbink 

perhaps he may liave gone too far in sapposing, that this incn-<^Tc irrut 
me.avt at the time to expn ><'> que Tautoritig residatt dans la ^kigneuric, 
et noa daus la penonne du JJuge." 
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Bimilar indeed in ita oljeeto and atiribnles* but differ- 
ing materially in its character and principles. The 
whole Oitj was now dxvided into six mtien or Wards : 
San Marco, San Polo, Santa Grooe, Caatello, Canal 
B^fgio, and DoTBodnro. Eyeiy Ward was required to 
furnish to the State two Commissioucrs or Deputies, 
recommended by their immaculate reputation, their 
nnsuUied integrity, and their long expedience of pnblio 
affairs. Each of these Depntiea was, in his torn, 
chiirged with the responsible duty of sending to Saint 
Mark's, as tlie representatives of the Ward to which 
he belonged, foxifj citizens, possessing the like qnali- 
fications, four of whom might be members of his own 
lainily ; and the Council of Four Hundred and Eighty, 
which was thus to be organized by the direct agency 
of tweWe indiTidnais, was to be denominated the Great 
Conneil (Mazor Oonseio) , and to be recognised as the 
General Legislative Assembly. 

The Aristocracy was aware that thoro was a limit to 
popnlar forbearance. It also seemed to know where 
that limit lay ; and, in a wise spirit of moderation, it 
del (111 lined to proceed in its work no further. Accord- 
ingly, the doors of the Legislature, which many might 
have wished to see shut against Plebeians, were thrown 
open (for the present, at least) to erery class and 
section of the community ; no distinctioua of rank or 
caste ostensibly existed in faYour of the nobihty; 
merit was ayowedly the sole title to admissioni that 
the candidate was of suitable age the sole condition ; 
and the judiciuua system of amiual elections, by which 
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all membm lost their seats, unless and imtdl they 

shonld be re-elected, on the 29th September in each 
year/ appeared to shew no cause why the small est 
and most inconsiderable burgher should not, in Lis 
torn, be incited to fonn part of the Great Oonncil. 
Nor, mdeed, although the Old Conyention, in its 
original character as an ordiuary Parliament, was 
now saperseded, did the Patricians yet venture to 
suggest that the people had renooneed their right to 
be consulted on all oocadcniB of a solemn or special 
nature. So often as a vacancy of the Cro\\Ti might 
occnr, or the necessity might arise of declaring war, 
or of condnding peace, the Government was still 
boond to Bommon ^e three Estates of the Commime, 
as heretofore, fium (irado to Cavarzero, to the Cathe- 
dral of Saint Mark, in order that the sense of the 
nation might be collected on the point at issue. This 
reservation, as well as the nominal extension of the 
bullVage to the commonalty, was almost supererogatory. 
For, so far as the suffrage was concerned, it was prac- 
tically of Httle moment whether any limitation in 
regard to eligibility was made or otherwise. In a State 
constituted hkc Venice, there was every prr lmbility 
that, without pressure or compulsion, the Wards would 
retom to the Great Conncil a veiy large proportion of 
members of the upper class * while, on the other hand, 
had it been oj^enly proposed to enact a law of civil 
disability against the Plebeians, the latter might have 

' Salx'Uico (De Venet(r vrbm Situ . Vcnetiis, 1488); Srmtli (iii. p.40J)« 
The age subsequently fixed ae a minimum was fiTe*ai^-twcntj. 
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taken alarm, and the eonaaqnencee might haye been 

futal to the cause of Reform. 

Almost immediately after its original institution the 
Gieat Oonndl adopted a pnustice, in which it ims 
followed by all the more intricate or seoret tribimalsy 
of deliberating with closed doors ; and the invention 
of printing introduced a principle of pablishing, for the 
nse of members, a capitulary, or table of bye-laws. 
This capitulary, of which a re-impression was issued 
so often as alterations in the etiquette or mode of 
despatching parliamentary basiness rendered it neces- 
saiy, was simply a handbook in which the forms of 
pruceecling, and the order of sittmg on tlie benches, 
as well as other p()ints of detail, were laid down with 
nnmistal^eable lucidity.^ Similar eapitnlaiies were 
provided for the Qnarantia, both civil and criminal, 
for the Avogadors of the Commune, and lux the Pro- 
curators of Baint Mark. 

The estabhfihment of fixed rules for the guidance of 
the Oreat and other Ooundls most be held, at the 
same time, to have formed part of the adniinistrative 
system of the Repubhc at an epoch much anterior to 
the days of Spira and Jensou. The Dneai promission 
itself was, in &ct, nothing more than a eapitulaiy for 
the information of the Doge ; and in the pages of 
Sanudo and other historians, numberless proo& might 
be found of the existence of such collections of bye- 

* I bavc befbce me a wpy cff the Capitulary foot 1577, It ii printed in 
40, MintfaeOJlecldleSaM,** and u entitled « Gyitoiwv dMT' Aee^ 
UMlimma€l JOiuiHttim Maggior CimB^UoT 



Digitized by Google 



aoa 



HISTQBT OF TSNIGB. 



[CSAV* Tin. 



lam. The eapilnlaiy of the QieatCoimeUim indeed 
the least dabonte imd the least important The latter 

chiefly dealed with formalities. The capitularies of 
the Doge, the Avogadors, and the Procuiatoxs, dealed 
irith gieat coostitotional piiadples. 

Thus, then, ms aeeompliahed witfaont bloodshed, 
almost without opposition, the first part of the political 
revolution of 1172; and thns the people abandoned 
without a stnigg^ a position nhich they afterward 
straggled in Tain to recoyer. It would be an abstird 
exaggeration to say, that from the hour on wliich the 
Great Comual conunenced its sittings, the commonalty 
ceased to exeieise an influence over the Bepoblie : 
yet it may be confldently afiBrmed that from that 
hour the power of the t^^o lower Estates rapidly 
declined, and that thenceforward the aristocracy 
constitated the predominant element in the body 
politic. 

The Judges of the 1\l1;u'0 next touk iuto considera- 
tion the delicate question of curtailing the Prerogative. 
The men of 697> when they instituted the Ducal Office, 
had designed it mainly as a curb on the lawless tyranny 
of the Twelve Tribunes ; and during some time the 
Doge was regarded simply as the i'irst Citizen and 
Chief Magistrate of the Commonwealth. But his 
powers were very loosely defined. No line was drawn 
beyond which liis bcrenity could not legally or con- 
stitutionally tread. Much was left to his own sense of 
honour and justice, much to the direction of chance, 
or to tiie gnidance of dreumstances. The Bepublic 
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was not exempt from that tendency, which is inci- 
dental to eyeiy newlj-formed Bocietj^ to amalgamate 
the kgialathre and judicial fonetions inth those of 
the Ezeciitiye. The same mysterious and inegnlar 
authority which belonged to the Government of Rome 
before the institution of the PrsBtorship, belonged to 
the GoYemment of Venice before the institation of 
the PriTj Conncil (1172) ; indeed, it maybe qaestioned 
whether in the latter case even a greater latitude was 
not given or assumed. 

The zesnlt might have been foreseen. This slender 
bound was soon oyerstepped. The people offered 
little opposition. Slight encroachments on their 
liberties were easily oyerlooked ; and to acts which 
were beyond donbt arbitraiy and nnwanantable 
Btrctclics of the ducal prerogative, they frequently 
extended a measure of forbearance, which could only 
be ascribed to phlegm cx to foar. £yen then occa- 
nonal resistance to tyranny, marked by deeds of 
dark and horrid cruelty, left no deep or enduring 
traces behind it/ It established no principle. It 
taught no lesson. It was perfectly tme^ that an 
OaQi was administered to the Doge on his accession, 
by which he swore to rule wisely and moderatelji to 



■ **Oediei; ee D(ige,**o1itemi Sdvcrte (p. 8), **roimigede iw ^gtux, 
toid pmqae toi\joaTB 1m opptimer; slon m^me que la destin^e de mm. 

prW^cesaeur lui devrait apprcndrc que la justice du people, poor ^tre 
irreguliere, n'en est que plus redoutable. Cinq nieclcs s'ecoulcnt, marques 
par le mcurtre de plusieurs Doges; .... experience ealin avertit de 
diminuer au pouvoir, dont Texc^ amaasait sur la tdte da ehef aiituil de 
peril que M-mfliM ca pomiftiliire eomir iria dune publique.** 



400 



HISTOBT OF TENICB. [ciup. 



dispense jnstiee with an even and impartial hand, 
and to consult, in every instance, the honour and 
adTantage of the Commime. Bat the Coronation 
Oath could not be reaUy binding, unless it was sup- 
ported by legislative enactments. At the same time 
the fact seems to have been that, what the precise 
nature and extent of the authority of the Doge were, 
few knew, or even pretended to determine.^ Only the 
origin of the office was long and gratefully idcn- 
ti£ed in men's minds with a great and momentous 
crisis in the histoiy of their country, when a nation, 
maddened by oppression, had taken re&ge as a last 
resource at the foot of a Throne : nor could they forget 
that, in the worst event, the new institution was a 
happy and beneficial change. 

The ease was at present widely different. In the 
effluxion of time the Dogate had attained a degree 
of splendour and dignity which wholly ecUpsed the 
original simplicity of its character, and placed the 
bolder of that high office on a par with emperors and 
kings ; and, by a slow and almost imperceptible pro- 
cess, the chief magistracy of the liepubhc had acquired, 
under the three saccessiye dynasties of the Badoeri, 
the Sanndi, and the Orsedi, a power not less nn- 
shackled, though it might be less secure, tliuu that 
which was wiolded in OermaDy by the House of 

* 11 ne parait poiut," aayu Saivcrte i^CwUisaiwi^ p- 51), *'q'une loi 
tpidale dkt IkU U menire de rrataxit^ des praidera Doges. Que ron 
ne iPtome point d*ime tdle omiwiinii ; ni«s pittt6t de tout ke V&iitienf 
mirdier dans la carri^re de la liberie, qvaod Ue ii*apereevaicnt autonr 
d*eiix qoe dee ceclavei.'* 
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Hohenstaofen, and in France by the House of Capet. 
That the Government shonld haye a Head, and a 

Head capable uf upholding the Majesty of the Ro- 
public, might be generally wished and intended ; such 
an ingredient in the administration was not flattering 
to the national pride merely: it was justly considered 
also to be material to the integrity of the constitution, 
and to the preservation of the balance of power. Bat 
it was dear that it neariy concerned the pnblio inte- 
rest and welfare to delay no longer in circumscribing, 
within narrower and more mtelligible limits, the vast 
and ahnost untrammelled aathority which was at 
present vested in the Grown. The first care of the 

Comniissiuuers of Refurm waa to extinguish the Tri- 
bunitial Duumvirate, which had been hitherto asso- 
ciated with the Doge, and of which a long experience 
abundantly proved the feebleness and fdtility : and, in 
the room of that Dmmi\irate, was instituted an Inti- 
mate or Privy Council, composed of six eminent and 
upright citizens, one of whom was to be nominated hy 
each of the Wards.^ It was understood to be the 
peculiar province of these new ministers to assist and 
advise his Serenity in all matters pertaining to the 
discharge of his high and multifEoious functions; 
without theur sanction and concurrence the acts of the 
prince were in future to be treated as void ; and it was 
decided that the privy counciUors should be elected 
on the accession of the next and of all succeeding 

' Reipuhliat Constitution p. 29 (Ilarl. MSS. 4743); Hultoria del 
Qo9«no foUtieo d«Ua Bej^ di Kcmcmi (Egertoa MSS. 18,174). 
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DogeBy and that, unlesB some special drcumstance . 
snperveaed to ehorten or prolong its duration, their 
temi of office shonld be considered as hamg eiq»ued 
on the demise of the Crown. 

The Bepnblic was now provided with an Executive 
and a LegiaUtore, both conflimeied on principles 
which indicated no ordinary measure of wisdom and 
foresiglit ou the part of the Reformers. Still it was 
perfectly obvious thai, from opposite causes, both were 
equally incapable of exerdsing a dne and wholesome 
control over the affairs of the nation. As the former 
was too exclusive and concentric for such a purpose, 
so the latter was too numerous and incompact. Many 
questions might arise which, ihongh not of sufficient 
gravity to warrant the convocation of the Great 
Council, were at the same time too weighty in their 
character and too general in their bearing to be 
settled liy the Doge and bis Advisers. To meet this 
difficulty, it was proposed to make an annual selection 
from the legislative body of sixty members who, under 
the designation of the SenaU, and fonning, as it were, 
a channel of communication between the Privy and 
the Great Councils, might take cognizance of all such 
matters us it was thought unnecessaiy to refer to the 
latter tribunal, and superintend the general manage- 
ment of the machinery of government. Such was, in 
its origin, the simple conBtitutioii of tiie Venetian 
S£NAT£, Its ranks were subsequently swelled by the 
accession of the Pregadi (60), SaUo-Pregadi (60), and 
other Bodies of ftmctionaries, until the number of 
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SinaUm reached three hnndiecl and npwaid. Bnt, as 

this department of the Administration increased in 
numerical weight, its real influence declined. Down 
to the middle of the thirteenth century^ both the 
number and oompoeition of the Body were subject to 
mnch vaiiation ; and the personal authority of the 
Doge firequenUy exerted itself during that time, not 
only in the determination of the nnmber of the Senate, 
but even in the selection of the Senators,* 

The Commissiouers of Beiorm having completed 
these preliminaiy airangementSi which changed so 
eottfiiderably the relation of the several members of 
tlie body politic towai-d each other, the Great Council, 
— the work of their own handsi — at once proceeded 
to elect a new Doge. The process by which they 
attained this end, though simply tentati?e, was soffi- 
dentlj novel and cuiious ; it seemed to exhibit greater 
intricacy and elaboration than might have been ex- 
pected in an age when the sd^ce of goremment was 
still in its cradle. In the first instance, the Legisia* 
ture elected by ballot thirty-four candidates, recom- 
mended by their probity, experience, and other high 
qoalifiisations. The objects of its selection were next 
reduced by a similar process to eleyen.* The hitler 
were constituted an Electoral Coiiclaye ; au oath was 
administered to them, binding them to observe, in the 

' Giaimotti {Magistrati di Venezia^ p. 182); Saoudo ( Fite> p. 607) { 
NaTagiero {Sioria Veneziaaa, p. 967). 

* Cronaca AUmate (p. 170); Sabellico de Venetis Mag. sig. b. 2; 
Se^MbUem QuuHiHiio, p. 34 (HazL MSS. 4748); Mtioriaiti Chmo A' 
F«Mina, pw 7a (^erloD MSS. ia,174). 

25— « 
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exatdae of their ehoioe, the strieteet impaitialii^ ; and 

the person, iu whom the suffrages of nine of their 
number might happen to unite, was to be considered 
as the snecesaor of Michieli m. The eleven met to 
deliberate in the cathedral of Saint Mark, the doon 
of which were thrown pnrpogely open, in order that 
all snspicion of uniAimess and corruption might be 
xemored finom the public mind ; and, in presence of a 
vast concourse spectators, they declared One 
Mahpiero, one of their own iniiii]>cr and a citizen of 
high standing, the object of their iiree choice. But 
the Doge designate, pretending a diffidence, of his 
own ability to take the direction of affieurs at a 
moment of such difficulty, declined the proffered 
dignity,^ and proposed in his stead the senator Se< 
bastiano Ziani, ci Santa Ginstina in the ward of 
Castello, a person of yeneroble deportment, whose 
eminent talents and ample fortune* better qualified 
him for that high and responsible station. The other 
members of the conclaTe objected not to the snbstita- 
tion suggested by Malipiero ; his nominee was pro- 
claimed Doge at the great altar of Saint Mark's by 
the Procurator Leonardo Eradelio; to the new and 
jndicions formnla, Questo e vosiro doge^ te vi piacefn," 
the people responded with shonts and acclamations; 
and Ziam, having been carried by the woriunen of the 
Arsenal on a wooden chair (pergamo di legno) round 
the Fiaaza, where he distributed a liberal laigesse 
among the bystanders, of money stamped with his own 

* I)ifldo(Ub.tT.p.68). ' OofMMiiAiMrft(lib.T.p.l46). 
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nmne, wliieh had been coined for the expreBS purpose 

the eyenin'^ before, was solemnly invested, on his 
retura to the cathedral, with the crown and the 
sceptre (7ih Jannaiy, 1173). 

Sebastiano Ziani was the son of Marino Ziani, of 
Santa Giustina, in the ward of Castello. He was bom 
in 1102.^ In liis twenty-second year (1124) he was 
appointed by the Doge Domenigo Michieli Podesta of 
Sebenigo. He subsequently filled the high office of 
Judge of the Commune, in which capacity his signa- 
tore appears to wioiis doeoments executed between 
1151 and 1168, dnimg the reigns of Domenigo 
Morosini and Micliieli III. He was one of the 
principal sabschbcrs to the Loan of 1160. In llTOy 
he was joined with his Mend Orio Malipiero on a 
special mission to the Byzantine Conrt, at the critical 
juncture when tlio rokitions between hib own country 
and that Power were of the most precarious nature ; 
and it is ahready known how narrowly the Deputies 
escaped the horrors of a Greek dungeon. FTom this 
time tiU his elevation to the throne in 1173, the name 
of Ziani rarely occurs. Tiie new Doge was equally 
distinguished by his wealth and his liberality* There 
was a cnrions tradition in the family, that it owed 
the foundation of its fortunes to the casual discoyeiy 
by one of its remote ancestry^ among the ruins 
of AltinOy of a cow of massive gold, supposed to 
have been dedicated to Juno, who had a temple 
in the city. Whatever degree oi truth there waa 

' * MntindU (^fiNMfi, p. 49). ' 
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id thiB story, it b oettaift thai the defleendsnts of 

the le^^endary owner of the Golden Cow early ac- 
quired the repntation of being the nchesi fjAinilj in 
the Bepnhliot and at lengtht iibm it ma mhed to 
eoiiTey the idea of enonnomr poBeessHms, it became a 
proverbial phrase to saj: — Such a one has r haver 
deZumL" 

Boioh yns the Bevohition of 1172, and raeh 

v;qxq the gicat and salutary reforms which it had 
the effect of introducing into the Venetian govem- 
ment. The people, little in the habit of thinkiDg 
for themselyes or of fonning an independent opi- 
nion, silently acquiesced in the change. The Doge 
Ziani accepted oilce onder the teima of the new 
constitiition^ 

Tet one objeet which, by general acknowledgment 
was of vital and momentous importance to the com- 
miiuii^ at large, still remained onaccompliahed. While 
the organs of the aristoeraey were ooenpied with 
retrenching the Dncal prerogative, and imponng limi- 
tations on the freedom of the people, the financial 
prospects of the BepubUc had gradually assumed the 
gloomiest and most discouraging character; and at 
the present juncture the funds in Saint Mark's 
Treasury were at the lowest ebb. One of the leading 
evils attendant on the late war was the heavy call 
which it made on the public purse ; had not private 
subsidies supplied tho deficiencies of tlio Fisc, it is no 
exaggeration to say that the war could never have 
been undertaken; and eTeu under the actual dreom- 
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BtanoeBy it had reduoed the State toL the brink of 

Several aQtient statutes were in existence, which 
panished bj a giadiiatiiig scale of fines certain heinous 
offences against the State, such as the traffic in Ohris- 
tian slaves, the supply of arms or provisions to the 
Saracens^ the encouragement of civil discord, or the 
conniTance at seditions disorders m the Ducal palace. 
Bnt this blanch of the revenne was necessarily 
nncertiiiii and precarious. Those peuid laws were 
seldom enforced with rigour, and some were virtually 
little moie than dead letters. In shorty it became 
evident that, nnless the Goyerament at once took 
some prompt and vigorous step, a national bank- 



' Hie two principal sources of revemie in those early times mace tiie 
Teloneo and the Ripatico. The former waa a toll which was taken from 
all vctssels which entered the Venetian waters from the Po and the Hn nta ; 
while the latter, as its name impli^ i"p^)i merely an ad caiorem 
dnty upon aU goods Imported into the Ri^blic. In whnt manner these 
dues were collected, is nowhere finmd ezpremed; nor does it seem pos- 
sible to sssertsin liov ftr it entered into the Docal prerogative to aasome 
a control over the national income, or st wlwt epoch a fixed aUowaose fat 
tbe maintenance of the Doge and the expense of the p-ovormnent, was 
clKii ircd on the revenue, instead of the primitive methoti ot v<;]uiitnTy 
hcncTolcnces. In addition to the Ripatico and Tcioneo, the gabeila 
and other impost^ n^ar and irregular, contribnted to fill the public 
exchequer; bat the total amount refused by this Fiscal scheme was not 
▼eiy considerable. Still, if the resources of the State were not ample, its 
necessities were comparatively few; the unrivalled nmnificcuce of private 
individunl'j, which sprang from more or less selfish motives, undertcK)k 
many burdens which were sustained, under more mixed constitutions, by 
the general body of the people ; and the probability is that the proceeds of 
the customs and other dnei^ direct and indireet, continued be peiftetly 
adequate to the euRent or^naiy eipenditore of the adminlstratian, un^ 
in the course of time a sounder and more efficient qrttem of finance was 
derdoped. 
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mptcj wonld ensue;* and thai was a consimiinE- 

tion to which it was impossible to look forward with- 
out extreme regret and alarm. The course which 
ZianL pursued in this emexgency, though not alto- 
gether without {Mrecedenty was sufficiently novel and 
remarkable. By the advice, it is to be presumed, 
and with the consent of the Privy Council^ his Serenity 
detennined to make an assessment amonnting to one 
per cent, on the aggregate property of every house- 
hold; and, in order that the fiillebt efl'et't might be 
given to the measure, a new oMce was instituted^ under 
the title of the Chamber of Loans (fianura degV Imr 
prestidi) , composed of three members, who were de- 
signated the Camerlenghi del Commune ^ and whose 
special duty it was to frame a report^ and keep a 
register, of the means of erery person in the Com- 
mune liable to such assessment.* The sum realised 
by this process was aUowed to bear an interest of 
four per cent*,' payable half-yearly in March and 
September, until a more prosperous aspect of affiurs 
should admit the restitution of the principal. The 
foregoing measure was the earhest recourse among 
the modems, to that great and important system of 
■fnnding which became, at a later p^nod, a recognised 
branch of the political economy of nations ; and the 



» Marin (iii. p. 160). 

• Dnndolo (lib. ix. p. 297) ; Sandi (ii. p. 418). 

* Ihis was the same rate which Justimau, uudcr the appellation of 
ZVicnUft fQlNitSluled fat die CSenlstiin^ or twdre per cent., ftmerly 
taken. fieeSftieMM^ hfKar ijL 47S-4). Li MeroiDtilft Lmm tbe 
Emperar eUowed ahifgiier eeile. 
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Bank of Venice was the oldest mstitation of the kind 
in Enrope. 

It has been ahready intimated, that the loan of 
1173 was not the earliest oocaaion, on which the 
Venetian Goyenunent carried into piaetice the ihearj 
of public credit. Abont ten years before the unfor- 
tunate rupture with tlio Court of Coustantinople, the 
State, embarrassed by its pecuniary difficulties} bor- 
rowed itom several iqmlent merchants in the name 
of the C(»nmime> a earn of 160,000 marks of eilTer 
= 800,000/.; the subscribers to the loan were the 
present Doge Ziani, Orio Malipiero, Orio Orio, Hetro 
Acotantoi Oratone Dandolo of San Polo, and a few 
others; and the bond or goarantee, by which the 
Rialto, and all the dues arising from it , were mortgaged 
to them for a term of eleven years (within which 
period repayment of the money was promised) bore 
date the 4th June, 1160.^ It is to be noted that this 
adTauce was purely voluntary ; it does not even appear 
that it bore interest; and it may, perhaps^ be regarded 
as the first debt of the sort which was ever eontiacted 
by the Republic. 

The circumstances which attended the loan of 1173 
render that measure an era of high importance in the 
history of Early Venetian FSnaace. It may be ccm- 
ceived, however, that the Funding System to which 
a Venetian parentage seems to be on valid ground 
assignedy differed not a little from that which con- 
stiintes bo leading a branch of modem financial 

* Samido (lol. ms^) quotes this tet textiia%. 
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eeononaLj* It difiBared m tlie degree in iilueh an ez- 
periment differs from ft science. BanUng was then 

in its noviciate. Many politicians looked askance at 
the principle. Thej were alike ignorant of its value, 
of its workings and of its peculiar fbnctioii; and 
nothing, perhaps, was more remote &om their inten- 
tion than the imposition of a burden upon their pos- 
terity by the creation of a National Debt. The earliest 
subscribers to the Monte-Teccfaio were not imwilHng 
to receive their half-yearly dividends; bnt they were 
fear more anxious, in all probability, to recover their 
principal. The latter was gnaranteed to them on snb- 
stantial security within a limited term ; and on the 
expiration of that term, the Fund was doomed to 
extinction, until another emergency arose, and another 
public credit was taken by the Goyenmient. in an 
age when specie was not abundant, and in a country 
■where the number of capitahsts was comparatively 
small, it was barely likely that this new class of in- 
vestment would meet with much &your, or so lonir 
as it remained optional would be largely embraced. 
Nor was it reasonable to anticipate that a merchant 
would deposit in the Ducal Fisc, at four per cent., 
money which was possibly yielding in the course of 
commerce quintuple returns. Hence it may have 
been that, after a single trial in 1160, the volun- 
tary principle was abandoned, and that when, thirteen 
years later, the Eepublic was compelled by fresh exi- 
gencies to contract a fresh debt, resort was had to 
compulsory assebainent. 
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Friar to fate dopaitofe firam Sdo in ApvO, 1172, the 

iato Doge, not yet forsakinr^' the hope of effecting a 
recaadliatioii with the Byzantine Court, had for that 
pupose despatehed to GonBtontmople Filippo Gziiti 
and Airigo Danddo of tli6 paiuh of San Lnoa, m 
the Tvard of San Marco. The Venetian embassy was 
xeceivedy as on two former occasions, with Boihcient 
coorteqr; bnt> aa befoze, it &iled altogether to aduere 
the object of its miesion. At the same tune, neither 
of the deputies could be accused of a want of zeal 
or perseverance. Dandolo, more especially, in whose 
hands bis eoUeagne Giitti left, to a laige extent, the 
condnct of the negotiation, played his part with great . 
iirmness and spirit; and he represented, in language 
bold indeed, yet temperate and dignified, the vital 
interest which his eonntiy had, as a trading com- 
munity, in the speedy conclusion of peace. 

In the same year (1173), Yitali Dandolo (the 
younger brother of Anigo), Manasaes Badoer, and 
Yttati FaMero, proceeded to Constantinople to con- 
duct the treaty for peace, while Arrigo himself was 
sent, in conjunction with GioYanni Badoer, to open 
a collateral negotiation with the King of Skdly, whom 
the Bepnblic had long secretly regarded as her tmstiest 
ally. The elder Dandolo and his colleague, v^lio had 
received their instructions some months later, were 
not &r adyanced on their journey when they met the 
other embassy already on its retoro, accompanied by 
the messengers who had heen charged by Comnenus 
with communicating to the Doge the basis of a treaty ; 
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and the two Venetiaa enTojB prudently determmed 

to retrace their Btepg, and to await the result. But 
the conditions set forth by the representatives of 
Emnuuiuel were not fi^Toiirably received ; an attempt 
an the part of the Doge to obtain an anucable and 
definitive settlement of tlic difi'erencc equally failed; 
and Ziani and his advisers^ despairing of biinging the 
matter to a Baiis£Bctoiy dose, reeolyedi as a laat 
reeomee, to knit their coontry more closely with 
Egypt and Sicily. Accordingly, in the early part of 
1174, Leonardo and Marino Michieli concluded with 
William m. an offensiTe and defenmTe treaty for 
. twenty years ; while Anigo Navagiero, who was simnl* 

taneously despatclied to Egypt, prevailed upon the 
Caliph to grant a charter of trading privileges to the 
Venetian merehantg.^ The Bepnblic could not bnt 
feel that she had somewhat compromised her dignity 
by her repeated endeavours to come to terms T\ilh the 
Byzantine Court, and she was not indisposed to a?ail 
herself of any opportmiity which might occur of mark- 
ing her resentment. Nor was each an opportonity 

long wanting. 

From the outset of the war in Italy, the &ee 
Borongh of Anconai while it remained nnshaken in 
its fidelity to the Court of Constantinople, had main- 
tained, so far as regarded the aflfairs of the Peninsula, 
an attitude of strict neutrality. The sole instance in 
which the Anconese were led to deviate frcnn this 

* Cronaca AIHnate (v. 169); Uaroo Foaetnni (JDit Vi^giaion Vmu* 
Mkmii Anh, Stor. Hal, iv.)* 
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policy, oconrred in llOS, when their totm was be* 
deged by the imperial troops nnder Barbaroesa in 

person ; and on that occasion tLey had the proud 
satiafactioii of ofiferiug a successful resistance to the 
arms of the Hohenstanlen. From 1168 to the present 
time, the attention of Frederie and of his Hentenant 
Chiistian, Archbishop of Mayence, was fully occnpied 
by the Lombard League and the affairs of Germany ; 
and during the whole of that period Ancona was left 
in the enjoyment of freedom and repose. Bat now a 
new danger threatened her. She learned, in the coui se 
of the winter of 1178> that Mayence had formed a 
determination to spare no cost or exertion in winning 
for his master a position which commanded a fine 
hai'boui' and a natural fortress; and it was soon 
understood that he counted on the co-operation of 
the Bepnhlic. The Venetians, in tmth, were en- 
chanted at the prospect of an enterprise which might 
at once afford them the means of retaliating on the 
Greek Emperor/ and of striking a heayy blow at a 
place which they perhaps jnstly denomiced as a nest 
of pirates, yet which, at the same time, it was noto- 
rious that they regarded with animosity rather as the 
seat of a floniishing and competitiye trade in salt and 
grain. The Doge consequently entered with willing- 
ness into the suggested Coalition ; and on the Ibt 
April, 1174, a powerful fleet of thirty-four galleys 
of war, jointiy commanded by his son Hetro and by 
Marco Ginstiniani, entered the harbour of Ancona, 



< Pandolo (lib. x. p. d01>. 
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while the forces of the Azchbifihop took ap a strong 
positioQ under the walk.* Among the TeeselB of the 

Venetian squadron was one which, from its prodigious 
bolki was chiistened The World. This yessei Berved 
to seieen its oompanions from the projectiles of the 
Anooneae, who were strack with amagement at its 
huge proportioiifci aud vast strength of build. 

The operations of the Allies were, lioweTer, inde- 
ciaiTe in their zesult; and seraial months passed 
without bringing any considenible advantage to either 
side. The Venetian commissariat afforded a copious 
suppij of necessaries to the troops of the Bepubhc, as 
well as to those of her eonfoderate. Bat the besieged 
soon began to sink nnder the pressure of want ; and, 
as tlie ordinary means of subsistence failed them, all 
classes were by degrees obliged to resort to the most 
nanseons and revolting food* Nothingi however, eoold 
move the fortitade of the Aneonese. No hardships or 
sufferings seemed to daunt tlu ir heroic courage. In 
the pages of a contemporary,^ many pioofe are pre- 
served of the ood intrepidity and noble self-denial 
which the stout-hearted citizens exhibited nnder con- 
ditions so trying. One young female of rank« seeing 
a soldier lying prostrate from exhaostkm, and fiynt 
with thirst, offered hun her breast, that he might not 
want stiengtli to iserve the good cause ; but the man, 

• mini (A«!0y«^^ 288). 

* Cftomca ilAMt (p. 178)i Ovmm di Mono .... Afvk, £lMr. 
/tet.(TuL800). 

' BnoiKompfipTio (Obsidio Ancon^, nmw 1174, apud Mundf 21) ( 
Sa ra oeni (iVb^uie deUa CUta dAMComt, part ii. lib. p. 126). 
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seeming to feel the offer of the joimg matron as a 
reproof^ started to his £oet ^th renewed yigoiat, and 
returned to the post of daty. Neither had tasted, 
during some time, any other nourisliment than vermin 
and soaked leather.^ A second, snatching a lighted 
brand, mounted the fortifications, and set fire to a 
Venetian galley which lay under the wall ; and, while 
the garrison performed prodigies of valour on the 
ramparts, divers, "watching their opportonilj, con- 
trived in many instances to sever the cables of the 
vessels, and to send them adi-ift. In this manner the 
Bepublic lost no fewer than seven sail. Still the 
Anconese were consdons that, with all their braveiy 
and resolution, theur powers of endnrance eonld not 
extend beyond a certain limit ; and, indeed, the painfbl 
conviction was slowly forcing itself upon them, that 
they mnst soon either perish or eapitolate : when one 
night in October, they beheld, from the tower of the 
Cathedral, the heights which commanded their City 
crowned with blazing torches. These torches he- 
raided the approach and disguised the weakness of 
a small force, which waa at last on its way to their 
rehef. 

Among those who admired the constani^ of Ancona, 
and who shared her attachment to the Goort of Gon- 

stantinople, were Aldrude Frangipani, Comitctia of 
Bertinoro,^ and Adelard de Marchesella, a wealthy 

> « Aneontaiii teotb fbetimt nlKrib ftmis ek angusttis involiiti quod 
oportnil eot eocnedere miuipalM ouiiikigM tabuque ealeiauntorum 
jlionwi.*— Cry/i. di Marco . , . . Arch. Stor. Itcd. (viii. 264). 

* Bwpoildi 8>lCTnifiii, OQnmp. Ckrmktm Ap. Mmt, fiL 214, 
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gentleman of Feirara. No sooner were Marche&eUa 
and Bertinoxo apprised of the piedieament in which 
the besieged were mtnated, than they at once deter- 
mined to render tliem every assistance in their power. 
In such a cause no sacrifice appeared to be too great. 
The meidiant mortgaged his patrimony ; the conntess 
pa\s:iitiJ lier jowels. Adelard raised a force of 2,400 
horse as well as a large body of infantry ; Aldrude 
contributed all her vassals and dependents.^ This 
army marched from Eerraia through Bavennay evaded 
the enemy who had takeu up a strong position 
across the high road, by striking into a circoitoos 
path ; and, in the course of the fourth day's march, 
gained the heights of Falcognara whence, at a dis- 
tance of a few miles, they beheld Ancona and its 
magniiicent harbour lying at their feet. The f'er- 
rarese troops halted on the heights till dusk; and so 
soon as the shadows of night began to Adelard, 
having extended his line over so ^ide a space as 
possible, and having directed each soldier to attach 
to his lance two or three torches, descended the hill 
at a steady pace. The signal was joyfully recog- 
nised by the watch set in the tower of the cathedral ; 
every other sentiment yielded, in the breasts of the 
besieged, to a deep and solemn emotion of giatitode 
toward their gallant and generous d( livei t i s. The 
signal, which had wrought so poweriui and profound 
a sensation in the city, was also obsored, though 
misunderstood, by Mayence ; and the archbishop, 

' Mwatoh (tIL pp. 11-12) ; Suntoodi (iL p. 206), 
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conjectnriiig from the long range and lurid glare 
of the beaeonsy that an oyerwhehning foiee ivaa 
coming to the resene, gaye the order for a general 
retreat, and retired, without risking an engage- 
xuenty into the adjoining dachj of Spoleto. At the 
Baine tune, liie Venetians raised the blockade of 
the port; and the Republic withdrew not unwillingly 
from a contest, in which slie had already spent 
seyen months^ and had lost eight galleys (NoyemboTy 
1174). 

The participation of Venice in tlie siego of Ancona, 
which indicated no change in her policy and feelings, 
but which may be said to haye proceeded partly from 
jealousy of a commercial riyal, partly from maleyolence 
t()\\Mrd the Greek Emperor, was attended, however, at 
least by one important and beneficial effect, inasmuch 
as it rendered Emmannel more pliable. In April, his 
Majesty had evinced a decided backwardness to accept 
the terms of peace, which were offered to him by 
Ziani; in November he shewed himself most docile 
and tractable ; and the Bepoblic judged r^htiy, that 
the Emperor had now become sensible of the inex- 
pediency of suffering his old ally to range herself 
among his enemies. A treaty was concluded, at his 
request, in the early spring of 1175, by whidi the 
relations between the two Powers returned to their 
former footing, and by which the equivalent to be 
accorded to the Venetians for the losses accming to 
the mercantiie eommmiity from the embargo of 1171, 
wuB fixed at one thousand Jive hundred pounds of 

VOL. I. 27 
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goUf^ payable by iBstabaientB exte&ctiiig oyer a series 
of years.* 

A few years before the accession of Ziani, and while 
Michieli IIX. was still on the throne, a treaty of peace 
had been condaded (1170) on tenns of mntual ad- 
vantage between the Bepnbfics of Venice and Pisa. 
This treaty had now either already expired, or was 
on the point of expiration ; and some months sub- 
secpiently to the leconeiliation between Yoiice and 
the Byzantine Conrt, the Fisans, finding that, thdr 
war witli Genoa and other Powers absorbhig their 
whole marine, their merchant service was left with- 
ont protection, deteimined to have reconne once moie 
to the Be^ublic. After some prelmunaiy nego- 
tiation," a convention was ratified at Pif5ft on the 
8th September, 1175,^ by the consols of that com- 
mnne on the one hand, and the Venetian ambassador 
GioTanni Biedo on the other, by which it was stipu- 
lated, that the Pisans should purchase security for 
iJieir trade, and indemnity in the event of loss, with 
an annual ttibnte to the Dncal Fise of twenty-five per 
cent, on the value of their commerce in the Levant. 
The reception of Diedo by the magistrates and gentry 
of Pisa was most flattering; everywhere the ambas- 
sador was treated with the most marked attention and 



t Fkmni {Momnkia d*OrieiUe, part L p. 817) ; Lebeau (zvi. p. 266). 
FioidU ft VeDetun. 
' Kicctas (De Manuele Conmeno^ lib. t. ppi 2S0-S6). 

' Croniche diPisa, ad aniuM 1170-5. 

* Tronci (Memone di Pixa, p. 140) « jEUndom (HitL PiaoM, lib. Tlii. 
p. 256) i Dandolo (lib. x. p. 311). 
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respect ; and when he prepared to return to Yenioe at the 
end of September, he was overwhehned with pzesentB. 

Sixteen years had now elapsed elnee the death of 
his predecessor Adrian IV., and Roland Raiinci still 
wandered from court to court, and kom kingdom to 
kmgdom^ a suppliant and a refogee. Some States 
pleaded the oath of allegiance whieh honnd them to 
Frederic, as a vaUd giound for refusing to afford 
shelter to his arch-enemy. Others, while they hesi- 
tated not to ayow that their sympathies and inclina- ^ 
ticms entirely lay with him, plainly depicted the 
fearful risk which they would incur, by openly and 
actively espousing his cnnse, of drawing on their heads 
the Tengeance of the Ghibellines* Sicily» indeed, had 
shown every wish to serve his Holiness, and to pro- 
mote his interests ; and her King was attached to 
Alexander by the ties of personal friendship. But 
Sieilji although she eonld at all times offer the illns- 
trions proscript an asylum and a home, was precluded 
by her scanty resources as well as by her geographical 
sitaation, from, lending him efficient aid, or from 
becoming the champion of the Ghnreh* In this 
dilenmui, the eyes of the Onelphs tmned not nn- 
naturally on Venice. They began to feel that the 
Bepnbhc was in a better position than any other 
Power in Christendom to shield the Holy Father from 
unjust persecntion, and to open the way to a recon- 
ciliation between the successor of Charlemagne and 
the eoeeessor of Samt Peter. She was an important 
member of the great Italian Commonwealth. She was 

27—2 
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eqnailj independent of both Empires. Her site, which 
had cme pointed her out as a Qty of Befoge, ma 
commanding and secure. Her Navy was the terror 
and admiration of Europe.* The Republic was neither 
a party to the Lombard League, nor an ally of the 
GhibeDines. Unlike Genoa and Fisa which, at an 
early stage of the War, had made common cause with 
BarbaroRsa, Venice continued with characteristic wari- 
ness to watch the course of events ; and although she 
had| from the heginnmgi displayed a strong bias in 
&Toiir of the liberal &ction, she had not yet committed 
herself to any formal pledges. Consequently the 
Lagoon was still to be treated as neutral gromid. To 
Venicei therefore, Alexander determined to make a 
last and personal appeal ; and having for this purpose 
taken leave of the Court of Sicily late in the autumn 
of 1176, he anived at Anagni, near Monte Cassino, 
toward the dose of October. From Anagni he ad- 
yanced to Benevento, which he reached on the 6th of 
December, and where a multiplicity of causes com- 
bined to detain him till the Epiphany, 1177. He 
sailed for Venice from the harbonr of Goro on the 
Adriatic, on Ash Wednesday, the 9th of March. The 
papal squadron was composed of eleven galleys, which 
had been placed at the disposal of Alexander by the 
Sicilian prince; and in addition to the Coimt of 
Andria and the Archbishop of Saiemo, ^vlio accom- 
panied him as the ambassadors of 'Wilham, his 

' Cronaea AUimte (t. 161); Cromaca dx Marco Arch. Star, 

ItaL {\m. 261), 
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Holiness was attended by a refeurae of fiye caidinals. 

At the time of their departure, the breeze had been 
exceedingly propitious ; bat an an£AToarable change 
sapervenedy and the Toyageis were driyen by stxess of 
weather so fiEur out of their tack, that they were glad to 
put in on Sunday^ the 12th of the months at Zara, 
the principal town in Venetian Dahnatia. They 
stayed at Zara fonr days. On Thursday, the IGth, 
they re-embarked, the sails bemg once more Bet for 
the Lagoon ; and on Wednesday evening, the 23rd of 
Manshs^ the vessel, which bore the Pontiff and his 
suite, entered the port of lido* Alexander was lodged 
that ni^fht in the Abbey of San Nicolo ; on the follow- 
ing morning, a procession of the Doge, the nobles, 
and the clergy came to welcome his Holiness to 
Yeniee and so soon as be had heard divine service 
in Saint Mark's cathedral, and pronounced his bene- 
diction on the assembled people, the Father was 
escorted by Ziani himself to the palace of the 
Patriarch of Grade at San Silvestro, which was 
assigned to him as a residence, so long as he might 
remain the gaest of the Republic. 

While fortone was so wayward and capridons toward 
Alexander, she was even less Idnd to his rival Baxba- 
rossa. Since the formation of the Lombard League 
in 1167| all the designs of that Prince had been 
frustrated! all his hopes bad been fidsified. His 

* ViUe Ponti/icum Uomanommj 470; Ap. Murat. iii. 

• GkK VUlani (CVohmmi, IHk. ▼. eh. 3: edit. 1629); Bomoddi Siler- 
nitani eontemp. (jChvmcem^ Ap. Mnr. viL 01S)» 
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troopB had been beaten at Caesano ; they were re- 
pulsed ai Ancona; and they were totally enmhed in a 
battle, took place at Legkiano, between Frederic 

and the forces of the Guclphic confederacy, ou the 
20th of May, 1176. Nothing now seemed to remain 
to the Bmperor, save an appeal to a man whom he 
hated, and to a State whieh he despised. Alexander, 
howeTor, was not m disposed to treat ; the Venetians, 
on their part, were prepared to mediate ; and afl an 
initiatiTei the Doge despatched Jacopo Barbolano and 
Filippo Orio to Naples, where bis Majesty was Btaying, 
to ascertain his ^-iews, aud to arrange the prehmina- 
nes. But the attempt of the embassy to establish the 
basis of an amicable settlement was altogether fotile* 
The simple proposition, that he should acknowledge 
Alexander as the only true successor of Saint Peter, 
was sufficient, indeed, to goad him to phrenzy. He 
conld scarcely find words to become the Tehides of 
his wrath. "Go," said he to Barbolano and his 
colleague, " and tell your Prince and his people, that 
Frederic, King of the Bomans, demands at their 
hands a fagitiTe and a foe ; that, if they refbse to 
deliver him tu nie, I nludl deem and declare them 
the enemies of my empire; and that I will pur- 
sue them by land and by sea, mitil I have planted 
my Tictorions eagles on tiie gates of Saint link's." 
But this gasconade was perfectly innocuous. The 
Great Council remained unshaken in its resolution. 
The Venetians percdyed that they were now in a 
position, from which it Was impossible to draw back 
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inHih htmaar; and ihey felt pledged to protect the 

great and unfortunate man, vrho liad taken refuge 
among ttiam« and to Tindicate his preteoaioxis to their 
ntuLost power. Iliere seemed to be no reasonable 
doubt, that Barbarossa would essay every possible 
means of carrying liis outrageous threat into ellect ; 
and the GoTeroment determined to lose no time in 
adopting meosoies of self-defianee. Thirty-four large 
galleys oi" war were at ojice armed, manned, and 
equipped, Tliirty-four patricians, who belonged to 
the noblest Venetian £uni]ieB, and among whom the 
Doge's son Fietro was honoured by a place,* were 
selected as their captains. Ziani himself claimed 
the chief command. On the other hand, Otho, the 
son of the Emperor, had raised in his father's name 
at Genoa and Aneona no fewer than seventy-fire sail. 
The disparity appeared to be indeed great ; yet there 
was no altematlTe. For it was reported, that the 
Gennan prinee was already moving in the direction 
of the Lagoon; and several months mnst elapse, 
before the vessels, which were engaged in the mer- 
ehant service, and which were lying, for the most 
part, at remote points, could be called home. 

It having been annoimced then that the enemy 
were descried off the Dalmatian coast, his Serenity, 
seeing that procrastination was vain, resolved to take 
the dedsiye step without farther delay; and on 
Thursdiij, tlic 2Gth of May, having bidden farewell 
to the Pope at the siairs of the Piazzetta, and having 

' > Duddo (Ub. X. pp. S0U9). 
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been girded by Alexander himself with a swoid, richly 

chased and mounted in gold, ho embarked on his 
barge, and ordered the signal to be given for the 
departnie. The imperial aqnadnm ym diacorered off 
Salboro, at a distaaee of aeven miles from Fiiano. 
It presented a broad and imposing front ; and its 
vast fiuperiority of numbers was evident to the most 
tmpractiaed eye. Bat the Yenefciaaa were little in the 
habit of coimting their foes ; and aa the wind blew 
from a favom-ablo quarter, they bore down on the 
advancing force with their wonted impetaosity. Like 
all contests in which the belligerenta are swayed by 
the fiercest of hmnan passions, in which national 
antipathies are strengthened by party spirit and com- 
mercial rivalry^ fhe engagement was ftirioasly obsti- 
nate and desperately bloody; and the issae was 
irembhng for a Ion;: time in the balance. Both sides 
were naturally anxious to sustain their reputation for 
prowess and skill. On the side of the YenetianB^ more 
particularly, there was every consideration which conld 
nerve the arm and stimulate the courafifc. They felt 
that they were fighting in a great and holy cause, 
and that the most important resolts depended on their 
exertions. The destmy of Italy was in their hands 
for good or for evil. In the critical situation in which 
it was placed, a reverse might be fatal to the inde- 
pendence of their Commune, while victoiy, with sach 
fearful odds against them, was highly calculated to 
exalt the glory of the Ycnetian name. They were 
led, too, by men of high and patriotic spirit, who had 
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a huge stake in the safety and weUm of flieir conniiy; 

and they were couseioiis that the eye of Ziani and the 
Ilcpublic was upon them. 

The seamen ci Genoa and Ancona were animated 
by scarcely inferior energy and enthnsiaBm. They, 
also, had a name to gam or to forfeit; and the 
latter, especially, were perhaps not reluctant to em- 
brace so &ir an opportauUy of seeking retribution 
for the Siege of 1174. But their expectations 
experienced disappointment; the ibrtune of Saint 
Mark ultimately prevailed; and after a hardly con- 
tested battle of six hours,* the Venetians remained 
victurious. Tlio rout of the German piince was com- 
plete. His loss was extremely heai^. Although two 
shqNS only foundered during the action, no fewer than 
kitty fell into the hands of the conquerors. Otho 
him.seli' was among the prisoners.^ It was thought, 
however, inexpedient to detam him ; and shortly after 
his anival he was honourably dismissed, having pre- 
viously afforded a solemn pledge that he would use 

* Fn Jacopo Delk Citte (Kentauuit of Us Holiness then in Avignon); 
letter to the Doge Giovanni Dolfino» 17th June, 1359 ; Dandolo(lib. z. 
p. 304); and Sanudo {Vit(\ p. .'^12), At Salboro, there i? a ver>' nntient 
inscription on a stone, aitUcd to the wall of the local church, to the 
following eflcct : — 

Hens! Fopuli, oddmls locnm, qwm Terliiit olini 
Fuior. Alezuder donis c wtorti lwM aniit; 
Hoe etmim pelago Venete Yictom dami 
Desuper eluxit, ccddit-rjuc TOperbia magni 
Imperatoris I Vulei ici, rcddita sanct® 
Eccleais pax, tuuc-quc iiiit jam tempore mille 
Septuaginta dalMt eentnm, septem^qne supermn. 
FMifer idTenieiit Aborigiiie cmiis tmietv,** 

* C^joola, iSitor. db' JIfilfljio . . . . Arch, Storieo JlkiUtmo, ^ B. 
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his offices with hm £»ther toward an aecommodatioiu 
Alexander had hastened to meet hia benafoctor at the 

Piazzetta. They at once proceeded, accompanied by 
their r^tiBQe, to the Cathedral of Saint Maxk, where 
they JoiAed in thanlring the Ahnightj for a tnnmph to 
which they had aeareely dared to aisqplre; and the 
Pontiff, turning to Ziani, offered hiin a ring, with 
these words: Take this^ my Bon, as a token of the 
true and perpetual dominioii of the ocean* which thou 
and thy aacceesors ahalL wed every year on this day of 
the Ascension, in order that posterity may know that 
the Bca belongs to Venice by the right of conquest, 
and that she is sabject to her* as a bride is to her 
hnsband." The Doge accepted the symbol ; and it is 
said that in 1177 was performed, for tlie first time, 
that whimsical and pompons ceremony known to the 
Venetians themselTeB as the Jsidata aUi Dub CasUlU,^ 
by wliich the annual marriage of Venice with tlic 
Adriatic was celebrated down to a penod within the 
memtoxj of living men. 

In the meantime, the inflnenee of Fmce Otho had 
been bU((cssfiilly exerted; and his father, wliose spirit 
was completely prostrated by the result of the Battle 
of Salboro/ acceded, after some hesitation* to the 
suggestion of a Congress* The choice of place formed 
the subject of a long and angry controversy. The 
Gnelphs named Bologna, Piacenza, Ferrara, or Padua ; 
the Ghibellines and the Emperor himself insisted at 

' Sansovino {Veiif-tia Descrifta, xii. 49H-502). 

' Gio. Villaoi (C'ronica, lib. v. cap. iii. : ed. 1823). 
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first on Pavia or Bayexma. Bat Alexander was tempted 

by the security of tho Lagoon ; the free Commimes 
rejected Payia and BaTenna, on the ground that they 
bad too strong a bias to Barbaioesa ; and mm tlM 
Imperialists were sufficiently candid to acknowledge 
that the recent excesses of Gliristian at Bologna ren- 
dered it impolitic to select that City, It was then that 
Teniee was saggested. It was tme thai the BepobHe 
had borno not long since an active and conspicuous 
part in the si^e of Ancona, and had so far seemed to 
azhibit a leaning toward the OhibeUines. But it was 
weH known that, in coalescing with the fimperor on 
that occasion, the Venetians were not actuated by any 
other moiives than private piqae and commercial 
jeahnu^. It was nltunatel^ settled that the Confer- 
ence should meet act Bialto ; aad the ambassador of 
Frederic having sipiificd to Ziani the willingness and 
desire of his sovereign to ratify the terma of the peace 
in perBORy the Pope eansented, as a pecnliar maik of 
demency, to re-admit his fallen riyal within the pale of 
the Church. This important ohstacle having been 
removed, and Frederic having accepted an assurance 
of good filith on the part of the Bepabiic» the Doge's 
son, Orio MaHpiero, and ten other ^ citizens, were 
despatched so far as Pomposa to meet his Majesty; 
and the Emperor, embarking with the deputies at that 
port, azriTed on Satmday evening, the 28rd July, 
at San Nicolo Del Lido, where a commission of six 
cardmais was in attendance to absolve him formally 



^ Cnmaea AUmate, 175. 
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from the papal anathemft. Aparbnenta were prepared 

for him at the Abbey, \vhere he passed the night ; * 
and on the morning of the 24th» a pxocesaioii, not 
nnmmilar to that which» on a fonner occasion, waited 
on Alexander, came to escort his Majesty to Saint 
Mark's, where the Pope sat m state, arrayed in his 
pontiiical robes, and surrounded by the ambassadors 
of Sicily, FrancOi and England, the delegates of the 
Free (Hties, and a ihrong of peers and cardinals, 
bishops and archbishops. On his right hand was 
placed the Doge, on his left the Patiiarch of Giado*' 
It waa certauilj a grand and imposing speetade, and 
one which was apt to raise in the breasts of the 
spectators many strange and conflicting emotions ; 
and while the greater part of those present looked on 
such a consnmmation perhaps as the triumph of a 

great man, iha lalter bolemnly ckclaiod that to God 
alone was the glory.' Assuming a lowly attitude, 
Barbarossa approached the steps of the throne on 
which Banaci was seated, and, casting aside his pur})le 
mantle, he prostratt- J himself bLturo the Pope. The 
sufferings and persecutions of eighteen years reciuxed 
at that moment to the memoiy of his Holiness, and a 
sincere and profound con^ction that he waa the in- 
stnuaLiit chosen of Heaven to proclaim the predes- 
tined triumph of Bight, might have actuated the 
Pontiff, as he planted his foot on the neck of the 

> EpUlolm AJUamiri TVn^t, No. lUtmtU du Bitloritiii dt la 
France (voi t. p. 956, et seq.) 
" Cnmaca AUmate (y. 17S). * Fleuiy (xy. p. 496). 
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Emperor, and, borrowing the words of DaTid* cried: 
Ihoa Shalt go on the lion and the adder; the jomig 
lion and the dragon ahalt thon tread tinder thy feet." 

•* It is not to thee, but to Saint Peter, that I kneel," 
mattered the fallen tyrant. *^£oth to me and to 
Saint Peter/' insisted Bannei/ pressing his heel still 
more &rmly on the neek of Frederic ; and it was not 
until the latter appeared to acquiesce that the Pope 
relaxed his hold, and suffered his Majesty to rise.* 
A Te Deum dosed this remarkable ceremony ; and» on 
quitting the cathedral, the Emperor held the sacred 
stirrap, and assisted his tormentor to momit. Alter 
his hnmiliationi Barbarossa proceeded through Tus- 
cany to Genoa, while Banaci» in^ted by the Boman 
Senate, set out for the Capitol (October, 1177).^ He 
was accompanied by the Doge Ziani, than whom he 
might feel that few were more worthy of his Mend- 
ship and of his confidence. The Pontiff carried with 
him many rich presents, which lie had received not 
only from his berenity and the Commime, bat from 
seyeial private citizens, among whom were a few 
ladies.^ 

In the course of his stay at Yenice, Alexander, 
desirous of conTeying a deep sense of the debt of 



* Oiovamii yinui {Oromea, lib. t. p. Sff7)t Cmiaea AHmaU, 

pp. 176-6 ; Bardi (Dichiareuumt di tutte U Istorie^ che »i contingono neUa 
Sola dello Scrutinio della Hep. di Ycnezia, p. 2H. rt ^rrj. : Yen. 1587). 

' Four of Alexander's publiahed Letten are dated £ram Yenice, y'u^ 
Noi. 391, 392, 393, 394. 

* Cronaca AUinate (v. 176). 
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gratitude which he owed to the Bepublic^ accorded 
pemusBLon to Ziani and bia aocceaaorB to seal their 
pnblie letters and det^tches ynik lead inBtead of wax, 

and to employ on occasions of ceremnny the silken 
eanopj, the sword of state, the tapers, and the tmm- 
peto. It was a matter of notoriety that these 
nsages had been followed hy the Doges of Yeniee 
from time immemorial ; Lut they now received the 
respectable sanction of the Holy See.* 

During bis sqjonm among the YenetianSy the Pope 
had ooeasion to pay a short visit to Ferrara, where he 
expected to be in a better position to accelerate the 
negotiations for peace. ^ Prior to his departure, a high 
mafls was eeSebrated, in eompliance with the general 
wish, in the chnrch of Saint Mark; Rannci himself 
afterward preached the Gospel in Latin, the Patriarch 
of Aqnileia translating his discoorse into Gennan for 
the benefit of Frederic and his attendants : and at the 
close, his Holiness, descending from the pulpit, pre- 
sented to the Doge a consecrated Golden llosc which, 
as the highest £»voQr that the Apostolic Yicar eonid 
bestow on a tempoxal Frincoi afforded a flattering 
testimony of the , great valne which he set on the 
serriccs and friendship of the Republic, as well as a 
token of his personal esteem for Sebastiano Ziani. 

By the Ooogiess of Yenioe» which had restored tran- 
quillity to Lombardy, and had terminated the war of 
the Factions, a peace of fifteen years was concluded 

* Dandolo (lib. x. p. 297). 

* BouhmUi Balcm. contemp. (Cknm, Mo 
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between Sicily aad the Empi]:^, and between the Empiie 
and the LeAgae a siz yean' trofle^ whieh agaiiii by 

Tirtue of ft second convention ratified by Frederic at 
Constance on the 23rd of June, 1188, resolved itself 
on the expiration of that period, into a definitiva 
treaty. Nor did Ziani, on bis part, omit to proenre at 
the same tune the formal renewal of tho mercantile 
chaiier of 1154^ nnder which the merchants of Venice 
traded on easy and InoratiTe tenns in the ports of 
Italy, and which had Iain in a certain measore 
donnant, Bince the liepubHc openly anuounced her 
determination to espouse the canso of the Guelphs^ 
and to support the pretensions of Alexander HI. 

The Doge, who had now attained his 75th year» 
did not long BuiTive his return from Rome. Fore- 
warned of his approaching end, he abdicated on the 
12th April, 1178, and witiidrew into the abbey of 
Ban Giorgio Maggiore, where he aetoally breathed his 
last on the following day.* By the will of Ziani, his 
ample fortune, which he had amassed by commerce, 
and chiefly during a lengthened residence in Aimema, 
was divided into numerous legacies and bequests. To 
the Armenian Company of Merchants at Venice, he 
left one of the houses which he owned in the street 
of San Oinliano and in confonnity with the purest 
precepts of humanity, ho placed in the hands of 
Eeniero Zane, Procurator of baiut Mark, a Cimsi- 

* Cranaca AUinate (p. 170) ; Dandolo (lib. x. p. 308). 
' FilinMi (Rtcerche 3tonek§, 197). The rest were be qu eath ed to his 
■ecoDid son Jaoopo. 
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derable snm, the interest of which vras to be distrihnted 
anuaalij in alms to the poor, and in special allowances 
to prisoneis of war. Mozaorery in the coime of his 
memorable reigo, the late Doge, emulafcing the ex- 
ample of his predecessors, had bestowed a considerable - 
share of attention on the improvement of the architec- 
tnre (d the metropolis; the Place of Saint Mark, in par- 
tienlsr, was rendered mote Bpacions and picturesque 
by the demoHtion of many buildings, which were 
falling to decay, or which were inconyenientlj situated; 
and bridges of more elegant and elaborate constnie- 
tion were thrown by him across the Canals. There is 
a legend that the Doge having nndertaken, at his 
private cost, to embellish and enlarge Saint Mark's 
and the Bialto, pressed a wish to remore for 
that purpose the old church of San G^miniano. 
Before he carried out his project, however, his Serenity 
thought iai to consult the court of the Vatican, and 
the Pope returned answer that, although the Apostolic 
See could not give its sanction to the commission of a 
sacrilegious act, it might extend its indulgence to that 
act when it had been committed. This ambiguous 
rescript was accounted sufficient warrant. The church 
of 8amt Geminian, founded in the sixth century 
by Narses, the Heutenant of Justinian, upon an 
open space known in those times as the BroHo or 
Garden, and fonning a portion of the abbey grounds 
of San Zaccaria, was immediately rased with the 
soil; and the site, as well as the surrounding 
land, having been ahready purchased by Ziani of the 
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Brethren of San Zaccaria, the old Canal of Batario, 
which then diyided the BroUo into two parts, was 
drained and levelled at the expense of tho new pro- 
prietor. The removal of the Church gave rise to a 
-lemarkahle custom. On a certain day in each sac* 
ceeding year, the Doge peifoiined a whimMeal penance 
for the transgression of which Ziani had been guilty, 
by repairing with a numerous and brilliant retinue to 
the Sqnare of Saint Mark^ where he was met hy the 
Cnr6 of the parish and his clergy : " Sur/' said the 
priest, ** I wish to know when your Serenity wiU bo 
pleased to restore my church on its foi-mer site ? " 
The Doge, thns challenged, immediately replied, "Next 
year/' This answer was annnaUy made, and this pro- 
mise was annually broken. 

By his wife Froiba, Ziani had four children, three 
sons, fietro, Jacqpo, and Lnigi, and one daughter, 
Mabelotta* In his will, the old man made ample 

pro^isiou for all whom he left behind him. 

On his return from Greece in 1172, the Doge 
Michieli m* brought with him, among other prizes, 
three lofty pillars of red granite, which it is generally 
believed he had taken from Scio dming his cruise in 
the Mediterranean. At that remote period, the science 
of mechanics was in its infimi^, and in the conise of 
the difficult prooess of transferring these predons spe- 
cimens of Hellenic art to the Piazzetta, one of them 
fell overboard, and was irrecoverably lost. The other 
two remained nntoaehed till Nicolo Barattiero, a Lorn* 
baid engineer, who had the saperintendence of the late 

YOL. L 28 
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works of improvement, signified his ability to raise 
tliem on the Square of Saint Mai*k. His offer was 
accepted; and the GoYemment of that day, anxious to 
shew their foil and giateM xecogmtion of his serWees, 
asked him to name his reward. They had reason to 
regret this incautious liberality: for Barattiero, pre- 
miacQg that games of chance had been heretofore 
severely interdicted at Yenicey insinuated that the 
grant of an exchisive permission in his favour to keep 
Tables in the space between the two granite pillars 
would be considered by liim an ample requital for 
any services which he might have rendered; and his 
employers, reluctant to retract their word so rashly 
pledged, agreed to tolerate the abuse. They were 
not the less conscious of the grave reflexion which 
this boon cast on the Commune. Such was the 
peculiar tone of Venetian manners in that age, that 
all classes of society united in reprobating the new 
custom as an outrage on decency, and an insult to 
the national pride ; and the feeling at last became 
so strong, that the Government found it expedient 
to mark their sense of the scandal by a decree, that 
all malefactors and assassins, who had been condemned 
to capital punishment, should be executed thenceforth 
between the Bed Columns.^ 

The reign of Sebastiano Ziani pres^ted, in an un- 
usually small compass, a far wider range of subjects 
for historical painting than any which had gone before 
it; and among the decorations of the Sala dello 

• Fktro Qiustiiiiani (lib. ii. p. 92). 
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Scrntinio, the romantic events which immediately 
preceded and followed the coming of Alexander JUp 
to Yeniee in 1177» were admitted by the GoTemment 
of a later day to a deservedly eonspicnons place. The 
Genius of Ai*t rekindled his extinguibiied torch in the 
embers of Time» and the Mose of HiBtoiy spread 
ber ample volnme before him ; and the VenetianB, 
after a long lapse of years, beheld their favourite 
old legends about Salboro and the Pontifif Priest of 
San Nicolo embodied in Hving eolbnr by the hand of a 
TintOTetto or a BeUini. 

On the abdication of Zuun, the Great Council met 
at Saint Mark's, to deliberate on the coarse to be 
porsaed in the snpfdy of the memcj. It has been 
observed that the plan by which the nomination of 
the Dogo had been vested iu the hands of eleven 
citizens, was simply designed aa an experiment ; and, 
after a single trial, it appeared to be viewed with 
general dissatis&etiim as being too ezdnsiTe and too 
open to coiTUption. It was therefore determined that 
the system should be again altered ; and it most be 
owned, that the new seheme was infinitely more 
jndicions. Fonr commisdoners, "honest and God- 
fearing laymen,"* were now chosen, in the first in- 
stance, out of the whole legislative body; each of 
tbese commissioners made, at his own discretion, a 
nomination of ten persons, whom he might consider 
competent to discharge the duties of electors ; and 

* Cnmaea Ammde 180). *'Qaatiior boaetti Iftid, et Denm 
timcntes*** 
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this conclave of forty members,^ who might be pre- 
sumed to be perfectly capable of forming a sound 
and impartial judgment on the point to be submitted 
to ih0m» were empowered to elect the individnal who 
might obtain the snffirages of twenty-one or more of 
their number, the successor of Ziani. The Forty 
occupied a period of three days in arriying at a de- 
dston; that decision was found to be in &Tour of 
Orio Malipiero, the same who had, in 1173, declined 
the berretta ou the plea of unworthiness. On the 
present occasion^ Malipiero was persuaded to accept 
the proffered dignity; and on the 17th of April, the 
new Doge, having taken the coronation oath, was 
proclaimed at the altar of 8aint Mark's, in the usual 
manner, by the Procurator Eeniero Zane.^ 

Lampridius, first Archbishop of Zara, having died 
in 1179, Eugubinus was chosen in his room; and by a 
papal Bull pubHshed some years before, his see having 
been made archiepiscopal only on the understanding 
that it should become suf&agan to the metropolis 
tanate of Grade, the new prelate was required, on 
his election, to take the prescribed oatli. Nor was 
Eugubinus personally indisposed to comply. But 
his wishes were orermled by the people, who hated 
a foreign domination, and who had strongly opposed 
the conditional investiture of Lampriclius with the 
pallium. The Zaratines conceived that it was suffi- 
cient derogation to bear the temporal yoke of the 



^ Cronaca AUnuUe (v. 183). ' Dandolo (lib. x. p. 308). 
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Rialtine Fishermen ; imd they peremptorily refused to 
place their Church under the spiritual jurisdiction of 
the Yenetiao Primate* At the same time they has* 
tened to shield themselyes from the certain vengeance 
of the Repubhc by accepting the powerful protection 
of the King of Hungary. Bela HI., who had suc- 
ceeded his brother Stephen in llTd, lent a ivilling 
ear to their pressing soHcitations ; Zara was fortified, 
Tictualled, and garrisoned at his expense; and, inas- 
much as it was not to be supposed that the Venetians 
would tamely submit to the loss of their dependency, 
a large Hungarian force was despatched to Dalmatia 
to keep in check any troops which their Government 
might employ in an attempt to lecoTcr the place.^ 
The Zarattnes and their ally, however, were led fi>r 
some time to imagine that they had formed too Li^^h 
an estimate of the puhhc spirit of Venice. That 
commonwealth^ again hampered by financial embar- 
rassments,, long continued to retain a passive attitude ; 
and it was only in the month of October, 1187, that 
the OoTemment was roused from its lethaigy, and 
that the sense of the Legislature was taken on the 
question of contracting a fresh loan. The scheme 
was approved by the Great Council ; and the sub- 
scribers were informed that they would receive, as a 
security for the repayment, a mortgage for a term 
of twelve years on the produce of the Balterns and 
on the annual tribute of 400 lire picciok, with which 

* Dandolo (lib. x. p. 311); Bonfinius {Re» Vrngorka^ dee. ii lib. vii. 
p. 378). 
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the House of Morosini, in 1185, purchased in fief the 
ifllands of Ossero and Cherso/ The amount realised 
was 16,860 lire. tMfl seasonable aid> the Ye* 

netian Executive at once prepared to lanneh into war; 
and a fleet under the personal orders of Malipiero, 
left Venice for Dalmatia toward the close of NoTember. 
The siege of Zara, however, which had been so long 
deferred, and for which the RepubUo had thought it 
worth her while to add to the debt of the nation, 
proved itself in the event a total fedlure. But it was 
a &ilnre, which coold hardly be said to reflect dis- 
credit on the Boge. Even before the united efforts 
of her inhabitants and the llungarian engineers ren- 
dered her ahnost impregnable, Zar& had been accounted 
the strongest fortress in the Venetian tenitozies. Her 
garrison, which was largely composed of Royal troops, 
was numerous, well armed, and well disciplined ; the 
stnpendona altitude of her towers, and tiie massive 
thickness of her ramparts, seemed to defy every en- 
gine which could be brought against them; and the 
occupation of her submbs and environs by the forces 
of Bela, while it precluded his Serenity from creating 
a diversion, or from extending his line of operations, 
afforded the besieged the means of procuring a copious 
supply oi aioYCQ and provisions. At the same time, 
the repeated attempts of the besi^ers to gain an 

' Sanudo ( ^/V<^ p. o'} \). Tt appears that the House of Ziani contri- 
buted toward the loan no ks.s than 1,1 Ui /ir>' ; the Caravi lli, 900; the 
I'alicri, 620 ; the Alichieli, 350; the Vcmeri^ 2iA>; the Daudoli, IJO; the 
Mcmi,SW;tfae]>i»iiti,2W« tlieCkiiitariiii,^^ Total by nine ftmiliea^ 
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entrance into the place were not onatteuded by mnch 
Uoodflhed and severe loss of life ; and* late in the 
aniimm of 1188, MaJipiero decided on ^tibdrawing 

from a contest so inglorious and so nii})roti table. EQs 
ostensible motive in taking such a course was iuB 
anxiefy to participate in a new expedition which was 
contemplated to the Holy Land. 

The successes of the Emir Saladin had now long 
been deemed a scandal to Christendom; the whole of 
Palestine was overran by the misbelieTerB; and the 
Apostolic See, alarmed by the sombre prospect, and 
never weary of preaching a cause of which it was the 
great sphitual exponent, began, in the closing years of 
the twelfth centuy, to exhort the princes of Erarope to 
join in a fresh crusade against the Mohanamedan 
power. The exertions of his Holiness wwe not with- 
out their fruits* France, England, Austria, Saxony, 
and Hungary, promised to form armies; Venice, 
Genoa, Pisa, Ancona, and other maritime States, 
agreed to famish transports and naval armaments* 
But the le-establishment of peace was material to sac- 
cess. England was at war with France; Venice was 
at war witli Hungaiy, and tlic first care of Clement III. 
was therefore to propose a reconciliation between 
Kichard Idon-Heart and FhiMp Augustas, and a trace, 
at least, between Bek and the Bepnblie. In both 
instances his intercession \\m effectual. In the 
autumn of 1188, Mahpiero raised the siege of Zara; 
the remainder of that year was consamed by prepara- 
tions for the new campaign in the East, and a pre- 



Digitized by Google 



440 



HIBTOBT OF VENICE. 



cantioii whieh had been thonglit saperflnotis during 

the Himgariau wai', Avas taken prcpai'atorj to a more 
distant enterprise, in the recal of all the mercantile 
carayaxm and of all veaaeb stationed abroad/ The 
execntion of this meaaiue, which was probably deogned 
with a view to the ioimation of a Naval Reserve, 
involved considerable delay; and it was not till the 
aommer of USd, that the fleet commaiided by the 
Doge in person, left its moorings. Near the mopth 
of the Gulf of Adria, Malipiero effected a junction 
with a Pisan annament^ bound far the same desti- 
nation. 

The siege of Saint Jean d'Aere, to which the con- 
federates had directed their efforts, was formed on the 
2dth of August, 118U, the day of Baint Augustin; the 
troope of Qnj de Lnaignant King of Jeroflalem, in- 
vested the place by land, while the allied fofoes of the 
Pisans and Venetians afforded maritime succour. Yet, 
although the besiegers far surpassed Uie besieged in 
resources and numerical strength, Acre was resolutely 
held against them till August, 1191 ; and, had not 
Saladin been precluded by unforeseen causes from 
rendering her the pronused relief, it is probable that 
the Christians would never have set Ibot in the town. 
Their tardy and ingbrious success was dearly bought ; 
in the course of the operations, which had extended 
over a period of two years, nearly 60,000 pilgrims 
perished by himger, pestilence, and the swoid;* and, 

■ Dandolo (lib. x. p. 318); 8aillldo(Vilf, p. d87). 
* Miehaud (ii. lib, Tui.) 
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wfafle the commercial world at Venice were delighted 
to recover their Quarter and their tracliiig priyileges, 
the Bepublic had reason to lament the loss of many 
of her childxeiiy who had iaU«Q befoie those walls. 

Abont the year 1188, a momentary breach occnrred 
between Venice and Ferrara respecting the right of 
dominion over the Loredan. The point of difference 
waSt by mutual eonsent, snbmitted to arbitration; 
each party chose two representatives, the VenetianSi 
Pietro Foscarini and Arrigo Dandolo of San Lnca, 
the Ferrarese, Giuseppe Mascardi and Guido Torello ; 
and by mtae of the award which was deUvered in 
her faTonr, the Bepublic continued to exercise the 
tjovereiguty wliich she had acquired, so far back as 
991, over the territory under dispute.^ 

The reasons whioh inflneneed Mi^piero in declining 
the berretta in 1178, and in acoeptmg it with un- 
feigned backwardness five years later, had not really 
lost much weight duiing a reign of twelve years; the 
Doge stall secretly sighed for eloistend solitude; and, 
in the course of December, 1191, his Serenity, having 
at length expressed a desire to pass the remainder of 
his life in seclusion, begged leave to abdicate. The 
Legislature gaye its assent ; and Malipiero retired into 
the monastery of Santa Oroce, in Luprio. 

On his withdrawal Irom the Chief Magistracy, tlie 
Great Council, with a view to the prompt settlement 
of the succession, at once proceeded to name the four 
Commissioners. Its choice fell on Stefono Yioni, 

* p. ainstiiUMii, Cknmica di Venetia, p. 08 (King's MSS. 148)! 
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Marino Polani, Antonio Nayagiero, and Anlgo Dan* 

dolo of San Lnca.* Eft<»h Commissioner, in his turn, 
made choke of ten citizens, in whose judgment and 
experience he placed entire confidence; and on the 
Ist January, 1192, the Forty prcmoimced an tmani- 
mous decision in favour of one of their own electors, 
Arxigo Dandolo of San Laca, the same who had 
accompanied Fietro Foscarini to Ferrara in 1188, and 
had heen sent, several years before (1170), by Michieli 
the Third, on a dij lomalic mission to Constantinople 
tonching the affiiirs of the RepubUc in the Lower 
Empire. Dandolo had already attained a great age; 
and, nnder ordinary droamBtances, it might have 
seemed that the weight of years barely afforded a 
probabihty of the duo discharge of the arduous func- 
tions which belonged to ^e Dncal office. Yet his 
eminent talents, and the high character which he bore 
for prudence and sagacity, raised him far above all 
other competitors, and appeared almost to keep the 
consideration of age oat of liew. The conntenance of 
Dandolo was slightly disfignred by an injuiy, which 
the visual nerve liad sustained from a casualty in 
earlier life ; but, in other respects, the hardy veteran 
preserved, in an nnnsoal degree, the fire and vigonr of 
mature manhood. 

The frequent destruction of the Venetian Archives 
by fiie has hitlicrto rendered it impossible to afi'ord 
any exact information teaching the conditions which 
the Pjromi^on, or oath administered to each new 

* Daadalo (lib. z. p. 314). 
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Doge on his aocesfflon, mvohed, or the oUigotioiui 
which it imposed on the Chief Magistrate of the 

Republic. The oath taken by the successor of Orio 
MaUpiero is the earUest ]momi to be in existence ; 
and its preservation is the moie important that it vas^ 
probahly identical in all essential respects with that 
snbscribed by the Doge Ziani after the Revolntion of 
1173. By this instnunent the venerable Dandolo was 
boond to observe and maintain the eidsting Consti- 
tation; to consult, in all cases, the honour and 
advantage of the Commune ; to be prompt in render- 
ing justice, impartial in dispensmg it ; to cany the 
laws into exeention without giviiig them a fiJse or 
arbitrary intcr[>retation ; not to dispose of the public 
property without the cognizance and consent of the 
Legislature and the Privy Comicil; to be strictly 
regulated in pronomndng judicial sentmices and deci- 
sions by precedent and establisbcd usage, or failing 
these, by his own judgment or conscience; and to 
adhere closely, m the appointment of patriarchs, 
bishops, judges of the Commune, judges of the Pa- 
lace, notaries, and other public functionaries, to the 
form and method of election prescribed and recognised 
in each instance. He was bound to abstain from 
sending letters or despatches to other Powers without 
the advice and consent of his Privy ComiciJ, and not 
to divulge the secrets which might at any time be 
intrusted to his keeping. Moreoyer, exclusively of 
certain minor points, on which there is no present 
necessity to dwell, his Serenity engjigcd to iuiiiish at 
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his own expense, in the event of a war, a contingent 
of ten armed galleys; while he pledged himself, in 
instances where he might have cause to complain of 
private or personal wrong, to prefer his suit or charge, 
like any other member of the Conmionwealth, before 
the ordinary tribnnab, refraining from procnring re- 
dress by an illegal or arbitrary exercise of his official 
authority.* Such were the principal conditions which 
the Doge swore to fulfil, and such were the leading 
restrictions which were laid on his prerogative. Sub- 
sequent events must shew how far a Uteral comphance 
with those conditions might depend on the circum- 
stances in which the RepubUc was situated, as well as 
on the personal character of the individual who had the 
direction of affairs. 

The somewhat severe constitutional restraints which 



' Promissione del Doge Enrico Dandolo; Archivio Storico Italiano^ 
Appendix, No. 29; 1858. A copy of the Seal is subjoined. 
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were embodied in the Promission of 1192, throw much 
light on the opinions then receiTed on many points of 
poHtieal doctzme. It is highly relevant to the present 
subject to mark tlic solicitude which the Venetians of 
the twelfth eentuiy displayed to surround the Dacal 
Thione with more than fonnal Iimit44i4yy^ffj and to 
ineakate upon their Bnpreme Magistrate the fdnda- 
mental principle, that he was of, and not above, the 
Bepablic. It is of consequence to know that at such 
an epoch there was one OoTemment which was 
incessantly remmded that it ruled only for the good 
of the community ; one country in whose jurisprudence 
the Yftlue of usage and precedent was largely appre- 
ciated; and one people who ventiired to hold that 
statutes were not made by legislators to be trampled 
under foot by tyrants. Imperfect and faulty as some 
constitational theories might natatally be found, even 
at Venice, in their reduction to practice, it is never- 
thelcBs import nut to note the emphasis and stress 
which were laid on a general adherence to the letter 
of the F^mission ; and it is interesting to contem- 
plate, through the medium of the Coronation Oath of 
Dandolo, the de\clopmcnt and dignity ah-oady given 
to a Common Law, which was archetypical of the 
Cknnmon Law of all other modem European so- 
cieties. 

Shortly after the accession of Dandolo, a serious 
difference arose between Verona and the Eepubhc on 
the subject of certain piracies and depredations to 
which ihe Venetian traders had been lately exposed on 
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the AcUga. It was complained that the Municipal 

Cotmcil of Verona was responsible for these outrages ; 
that, it they were not actually perpetrated under its 
ganetian, it wa6 cognizant of their conuniasioii ; and it 
iros intimated that, mitil ample repantion mi forth* 
coming, and a guarantee was afibrded for the future, 
the relations hetween the two Communes were sus- 
pended. The high gronnd thus taken by the Venetian 
Ooyemment, and the firm tone of the Doge, had the 
desired effect. It was not only that the Veronese were 
reluctant to forego the advantages which they deiived 
from their intereonrse mth the BepuhUc, but they had 
OTeiy reaaon to eonnise that, in the event of her 
remonsti'ance meeting with an unfavoiu'uble reception, 
the latter would not hesitate to resort to ulterior 
meaanresi and it was &r from being their wish 
that the afiGeur ahonld reach that climax. A treaty 
was accordinpfly concluded, by which the Council 
engaged to pay iiii indemnity of 10,000 lire, and to 
xefrain in fiatiue from moleeting the commerce of the 
Bepnblic on the Adige. Moreover, it pTomiaed to 
draw its entire supply of salt from the Venetian market, 
and to reduce ihe tariff on Venetian importations into 
Verona. 

The doee of the trace with Bela, whidi had merely 

embraced a term of two years (1188-00) , gave rise to 
a natural wish on the part of the Venetian Govem- 
ment to regain posseaaioD of the fortreaa of Zaia, 
which still adhered to the Crown of Hmigary ; and in 

1193-4 a squadrou was sent thither for the pui-posc. 
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Yet althongh tiie Bepnblic had cmffered some years to 
elapse since the expiration of the aiinistice, and she 
had had, as it might seem, fall leisure to organize a 
powexfol fleet, the expedition miscarried; and that 

refractoiy fief still continued in a state of indepen- 
dence. 

The ooatraet, which had been concluded, in the 
time of the Doge Ziaoi (September, 1175), between 

Venice and Pisa, did not expire till September, 1185 ; 
in the following year the Third Crusade was published; 
and that disaatrons undertaking unaToidably prolonged 
the alliance of the two Communes till August, 1191. 
In the early paii of 1192, howeycr, and shoiily after 
the return of the Pilgrims to Europe, a Pisan squa- 
dron sailed up the Gulf, and entered into occupation 
of Pola. The Venetian Goremment hastened to con- 
cert measures for the recovery of the fief ; and Kug- 
giero Premaiino and Jacopo Quirini proceeded with a 
fleet in quest of the enemy. But the latter eluded 
an engagement, and peaceably evacuating the port, 
abandoned the enterprise; and the Venetian com- 
manders, having wrung a fresh oath of fidelity from 
Pola, and rased a portion of the battlements, pursued 
their course along the Mediterranean, until they 
reached Modon,' in the Morea, off which they captured 
three" Pisan argosies, richly laden. Tliis seizure was 

* At Abydoa, the Venetian commanders were forced to contract a loan, 
which was subscribed bj aU the captam of galleys, by Premarino tad 
QDirint tlxiiiielTes, sod hy othen. Tlie docoineiit nifty be aeen entire in 
Bomenin (iL Doamenti). 

* Da Caiiale (teet. 66). 
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well calcnlated to foment aud embitter the intema- 
tional animosity; and a war was again imminent, 
when the Holy See interposed its aathoritji and pre- 
vailed on the two Governments to consent to a cessa- 
tion of hostilities. The wound however was ill closed; 
it broke out afresh a few years later, the proximate 
point of difference being the ftee na'figation of the 
Adriatic, which Venice refused to admit ; and on 
this occasion, the Pisans leagued themselves with the 
opulent aud powerful city of Brindisi. Bat the Allies 
were totally defeated in an engagement near the month 
of the Gulf in 1201 ; and the Venetian Commanders 
directed their course after the action toward Brindisi,' 
which was forced to expiate severely the part which it 
bad borne withont any adequate prorocation against 
the Bepnblie. 

On the decease of Celestin III. in 1197, the Elec- 
toral College named as his successor Innocent m. 
The energetic and ambitiona ebaraeter of Innocent, 
who was only m hia thirty-seventh year, natorally led 
men to au^ a speedy arrival of that ^^rand struggle, 
which had resulted, twenty years before, in the triumph 
of the Church oyer the State* Ihey eren foretoldi that 
{he fhtnie of Lmocent woold be more prosperous than 
that of the illustrious iilexander. In fact, during the 
opening years of his reign, the new Yicar licnt to his 
will the pxinees, who wore the crowns of England, 
France, Denmark, Qmmiy, Hungary, Arragon, and 

■ Dandolo (Ub. x. p. 817) ; Swtodo (Ftte, p. 427) { Pftolo Moroaiii 
(lib. V. p. 132), 
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Castfle; and Uie Lombard Cities, wbile they asserted 

and maintamed the iniinicipal rights for which they 
had foaght so well^ were content to acknowledge the 
Bpiritaal sapiemacy of the Apostolic See*' The only 
two Powers, which seemed disposed to demur to the 
claims of the Roman Pontiff, were the Ikpublics of 
Venice and Pisa, the ibimer of which was at present 
gnided by a man, whose strong sense, high moral 
courage, and inflexible firmness of purpose, promised 
to render him a formidable opponent of the Court of 
the \^atican. 

Toward the close of the twelfth centniy, fhe sitna- 
tion of the Christians in the Holy Land was perilous 

and deplora])lo in an extreme degree. Nearly the 
whole of Palestine had been gradually recovered by 
the Saracens who, by their martial prowess, their 
eqnestrian skiU, and their numerical superiority, easily 
overpowered the resistance of the Cnisadere. The 
latter, whoso ranks had been thinned by slaughter, 
want, and disease, were in the last stage of misery 
and distress. In spite of the urgent and reiterated 
appeals of the Kings of Jemsalcm and AiTaenia, the 
Patriarchs of iVntioch and tlie Holy City, and the 
Bishops of Syria, no reinforcements arrived from 
Europe. It was probable that they would now arrive 
too late : for Sion itself and the Sepulchre were 
already within the grasp of the misbehevers. The 
ardour of Christendom in truth was chilled by the 
terrible reverses which the pilgiims had suffered on* 

* Sionoodi iAep. lUU, cb.iii. p. 85). 
YOL. I. 20 
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the plainB of Ascaloiit before the walls of Acxe, and 
in the Valley of the Joidan. The Third Gmaade was 

rcmcmberttl as one of the most calamitous and ill- 
concerted undertakings on record; tiio Fourth was 
a total £uliiie; and the pzeaent state of Europe 
was, in many respects, nnfEivoiintble to the organi- 
zaiion of a new expedition. England was at wiir 
with France. France was at variance with Denmark. 
Hnngaiy was divided against itself. Henry YI, of 
Germany was dead» and his son Fredeiio was yet a 
child. 

But the Pontilf and his agents were not to be de- 
terred by any obstacles. Their zeal and energy sur- 
mounted every difficulty. . Innocent himself wrote an 
encycUcal letter to the rolers of the Christian com- 
monwealth, depicting in strong colours the distressing 
predicament in which their brethren were placed, 
and demanding, in language which admitted no 
refusal, their prompt co-operation in affording the 
sufferers aid and relief. Foulkcs, Cure of Neuill}'- 
sur-Mame, instilled by his simple, but glowing 
eloquence, a spirit of fervid and fierce enthusiasm into 
the warriors of France, Flanders, Burgundy, Navarre, 
Blois, Cliartres, and Champagne. Martin Litz, a 
Cistercian, preached the Crusade in the diocese of 
Bale and on the banks of the Bhine. Heloin, a 
monk of Saint Denis, traversed the savage provinces 

of Brittany and Poiton ; rnul Eustace, abbot of 
Flay, crossing the Channel, appealed to the courage 
and piefy of England. Peter of Capua, the Cardinal- 
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legate^ repaired to Patis to effect a reconciliation 
between Bicfaard lion-Heart and Philip Augustas; 

and all Frenchmen, who should undertake the pil- 
grimage, were emancipated from the interdict under 
which their king and country had lain since the 
divoiee of ike former from his wife, the daughter of 
the King of Denmark. At the same time, ever}' pre- 
text for refusal, every obstacle to compliance, was 
remoTed. All Christiaai gOTenunents were enjoined to 
abstain from imposing restrictions, such as the pay- 
ment of tithes or the performance of feudal service, 
on any persons who miglit shew a disposition to take 
the Cross. A papal indulgence was published, 
temptmg recruits with the hop^ of absolution. 
The Church contributed to the cost of the enterprise 
a fortieth part of her revenues. Innocent melted 
his vases and dishes of gold and silver, and con- 
tented himself with a plain dinner-service of wood 
and hardware. 

The oratory of Foulkes of Nenilly was everywhere 
tiiumphant. Thousands flocked to his standard. The 
streets of Paris, the banks of the Mame, and the plains 
of Champagne were deserted. Doctors left their pa- 
tients. Lovers forsook their mistresses. The uf?urer 
creeped from his hoard. The thief emerged from his 
hiding-place. All joined the holy Phalanx. The joust 
and the toumay, the lore of ladies, the guerdon of 
valour, were alike forgotten in the general excitement, 
the tilters taking the vow, and assuming the emblem 
of sanctify ; and in a short time, the flower of French 

29— « 
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. cfabalxy, from Boulogne to the PytmeeBt nm aflsem- 
bled under the banners of Theobald,^ Oonnt of Cham- 
pagne, and his cousin Louis, Count of Blois and 
Chartres. The example of those noble youths ' was 
readily followed by Baldwin, Oomit of Flanders and 

* Hainanlt, and bia brother Henry, both of whom took 
the cross at Bruges ; by Hugh, Count of Saint Pol ; 
Geoffrey do Villeharclouin, Marshal, and Geoffrey de 
Join^e» Seneschal, of Champagne; Matthew de Mont- 
morency, fiverard de Montaigne, Simon de Montfort, 
John and Walter de Brienne, Conon de B^thune, 
Eenaud de Montmirail, the Bishops of Soissons, Troyes, 
and Langres, and an innumerable throng of barons and 
knighta,' 

In Gennany the exertions of Litz were attended by 
a less briiiiant result. They were, however, far fi-om 
being nnsacceesfdl ; and among those whom that 
zealona missionaiy proselytised were eomited the 
Dukes of Saxony, Bavaria, and Brabant, the Land- 
grave of Thuringia, the Marquises of Brandenburg and 
Moravia, the Count Palatine of the Bhine, the Counts 
of Pappenheun and Hapsbmg, and the Bishops of 
Brehmen, Wnrteburg, Batisbon, and Halberstadt.^ 

> Httino Sttuido Tondto (Ulk iiL pwtzL 

' Theobtid wis twenly-two^ liis oooon twenty-seven, jean of age ; 
both were oonneeted mennge vitih the lojai fiunOies of I'miee and 
England. 

• ViUchardouin ( Con^ttcte de Constantinople., p. 2, et seq. — Socitti de 
rUuitoire de France^ Paris, 1838). The Chronicle of Geoffrey de Ville- 
haidodn, tnndated I17 T. Sraitii (of Leieeater) : Lend, im VUtt 
Fantyimm Bommumm, Ap* Hnzat. iiL 096. 

* MiduiQd p. M). 
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The conntiy in which the emicnarieB of the Holy 

See met with the coldest reception was England; 
two Englishmen of note only participated in the 
expedition; and thej were the Earls of Norwich and 
Northampton. 

The outline of the new enterprise, the distribution 
of the troops and their destination^ were arranged in 
two General Conndls^ the former of which was held 
at SoissoBB in the Talley of the Aisne, and the latter 
at Compiegne on the banks of the Oise ; and in con- 
sequence of the finghtfiil disasters of the earlier Cru- 
saders, who trayersed on foot the savage and seques- 
tered prormces of Dahnatia, Germany, and Hungary, 
it was decided that a negotiation for an adetiuatc 
supply of ships and stores should be opened at once 
with the Bepublic. The Council of Compiegne named 
accordingly six deputies, of whom Geof&ey de Yille- 
hardouiu and Miles de Brabant were appointed to 
act in the name of the Count of Champagne, Conon 
de B^thune and Alard Maqueranx in ^t of the 
Count of Glanders, and John de Friaise and Ganther 
de Gondonville in that of the Count of Blois and 
Chartres, the three principal members of the Crosade ; 
and the embassy having been furnished with full powers 
to treat, set out forthwith for Venice, which they reached 
on the 16th February, 1201.* 

On lftn4^'"g at the Piazzetta, Yillehardouin and his 
fiye companions sought an interview with Dandolo; 



> HmnnuKin (Giterra iU CmdcuUmopoU^ lib. L p. 12). 
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and the Tenerable Doge having expresBed his cuitisfac- 
tion at such au illiistrioiis yisit, desired to be acquainted 
"with the object of their journey. The envoys replied 
by presentiDg their oredentials^ which unfolded the 
tities and anihority d the bearers ; and Ms Serenity 
ha\ing scanned those documents, evinced a farther 
wish to know their pleasure. YiUehardouin explained 
to the old man the weighty bttsineBS which had brought 
them to Venice. " Sir," concluded the Marshal, " we 
pray you to convene your Councils, before which we 
will lay tlie message of our lords — to-morrow, should 
yon be willing." Dandolo, howeyer, begged a space 
of three days, in order that he might revolre the 
question in liis own mind, and take the ()|)iniou of bis 
Privy Council upon it ; and the plenipotentiaiies readily 
acqniesoed in this brief delay, and lodged at the Dncal 
Palace, '* which," writes the Marshal, was Toiy beau- 
tiful, aiul abounding in rooms." 

On the 19th February, the Great Council was con- 
voked; and after mass, tilie Marshal of Champagne 
rose from his seat, and, addressing the Dogo, said: 
" Sir, we have come hither on behalf of the Barons 
of France, who have taken the sign of the Cross to 
avenge the dishonour of Jesus Christ and to conquer 
Jerusalem, if it be the will of the Lord ; and inasmuch 
as they know fall well that no nation is so potent on 
the seas as is yours, they do implore you to consider 
how they may have ships wherewith to accomplish 
their pilgrimage." So soon as YiUehardouin had 
finished his address, his Serenity informed hun that 
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the Bepablio would readily entertain their meaaage, 

and that in eight days he would make knoT^n to them 
the conditious on which she would be prepared to meet 
their wishes. 

On the 27th of Febmary, the Doge laid before the 

Deputies the outline of a contract. Ou the one liand, 
the Venetians engaged to lumish, and maintain ailoat, 
for a period of twelve monthsy dating from the day of 
clepartnre, yessels adequate to the transport of 4,600 
knights, 9,000 esquires, 20,000 strgeiits or foot-soldiers, 
aud 4,500 horses; to provide both men and beasts with 
all the means of subsistence for nine months, sunilarly 
reckoned ; and to equip, at thehr own cost, fifty aimed 
galleys, for the service of God arul the pilgrims. On 
the other haud, the Barons were required to pay to 
the Ducal Fisc, within two months, or prior to theur 
departure, a earn of 85,000 marks ^ of pure silver 
(standard of Cologne) ; to divide in equal proportions 
with the Venetians any conquests either by land or 
by sea, which they might make conjointly hereafter; 
and to enter into no contracts for supplies with Cre- 
mona, Imola, Faenza, or Bologna, without the full 
consent of the EepubHc. These equitable terms were 
accepted by the Deputies ; aud, on the 28th February, 



* The luurk WU3 viUucd at 50 francs, or 2/. ; 85,000 marks were coa- 
nquently equiTiIent to 170,000t Tlie Yeneliaiui redtoned finr marks 
for each hone, two for each man. Leber {E*»ai, p. 103) estimatei the 
difRerenoe in the value of money to have been in the ratio of 8 to 1 ; and 
according to this nite of vuluation, the 1 70,000/. paid by the Darons to 
the RepuMic would represent in Enj^lisb money of the nineteenth centiuy 
no Iceti than 1,300,000/. 
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the Gontxact, aa weU as the piopositlQn generally, was 
snbmitted for final approval to the National Conven- 

tion. The strangers were invited to be present ; and 
the zealous Marshal, deeply interested in the result 
of the miasion, was again spokesman : " My Loids," 
said he, addressing the people at large, the most 
high and puissant Barons of France have deputed us 
nnto you, to beseech you to have compassion ou the 
City of Jerosalem, which has Men into the hands of 
the infidels, and to aooompany ns to avenge the shame 
of Jesus Clnist. And they have more especially chosen 
you in this matter, siuce they know that yon are the 
mightiest nation on the sea that is, and oa hare they 
bidden to throw onrselyes at yonr feet, and not to xise, 
until you shall have granted our request." There- 
upon, Yillehardouin and his companions kneeled, 
weeping profosely ; and the people, atrongly affected 
by theur tears, lifted np tfaeur hands with one accord, 
and shouted, ** We a-gree, we agree." 

On the following day, the contract was signed and 
sealed in the presence of Dandolo who, when the 
operation was complete, sank on his knees, and swore 
on tlie Gospel to abide by the text of the agreement ; 
and the representatives of Theobald, having borrowed 
of a Venetian banker 2,000 gold pieces, which ihej 
placed as a snrety or insUdment in the hands of the 
Doge, returned by Mont Cenis to Cliiiinpugne, to 
acquaint the Count with the success, which they had 
experienced. At the same time, while the instra- 
ment was sent to Rome to receiTe the sanction of 



Digitized by 



Aj>. laoi.] THEOBALD, COUNT OF CHAMPAGNE. 457 



Xnnoceiit, Oonon de B^thune and Alaid Maqueiaaz 

repaired to Genoa, and the two remaining deputies 
to Pisa, to solicit those Powers to aid the holy un- 
dertaking.^ The Bepuhlio on her part hastened to 
make her prepaiations. They were npon sneh an 
unusually large scale that supernumerary operatives 
were hired by the Masters of the Arsenal ; and the 
small coins coneni in the Dogado being fomd in* 
eonvenient, a new sQyer piece, bearing on the obverse 
the clligy of Daudolo, wab ibbued by the Mint for the 
pay of the workmen.* 

Meanwhile, the Envoys who had gone in quest of 
the Count of Champagne, found Theobald at Troyes, 
stretched upon a bod of iDickiicsa. Tho feverish im- 
patience of youth deceived the patient, and aggra- 
vated the nuilady ; his leeoveiy soon became hopeless ; 
and those, who surrounded his deathbed, had too 
bpccdily cause to deplore his early fate. The valour 
and enthusiasm of Theobald were inherited by the 
warlike peasantiy of Champagne ; but the command 
of the Frendi and Flemish troops, with which it had 
been dcLidtd tiiat he should be intrusted, was now 
vacant; and the Deputies, who appear to have been 
clothed with a general power to act in the name of 
the whole Confederacy, proceeded at once to elect a 
new ciiiof. With this object, overtures were made 
successively to the Duke of Burgundy and the Count 

* Vilkluufdcaiii (lib. i. p. 10). Both mlnoiii^ «a it mi^t have been 
aatidlpstod, wen wholly uinieoeHfii]. 

* Da Caoale (sect 86); Zaneta {Origine delta Mmuta FtRUMMo, 
plate 1). 
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of Bar; but neither <tf these noblemen was prepared 
to take on hinuwlf so graye a responsibility, both 

alleging their unworthincss and incompetency. At 
the same time, they united in suggesting an appeal 
to the Marqnis Bonifeuse of Montelerrato» a man, re- 
commended by his high eonnezions, his gallant and 
soldierlike bearing, his gentle and amiable character, 
and his popularity among the troops. The joint sug- 
gestion of Burgundy and Bar was readily embraced ; 
and a messenger was despatched to acquaint BonifiMse 
with the wishes of the pilgrims, and to sohcit his 
attendance at Soissons, where he was informed that 
the leading members of the Crusade had already as- 
sembled in council. The Marquis accepted the in- 
vitation and the trust; Foulkes of Neuilly and the 
local bishop administered to him the customaiy oath, 
while they adjuisted to his shoulder the emblematic 
cross ; and the new geneialismmo, having engaged to 
join the army at Yenice on or before the 22nd June, 
1202, returned to Italy, to take leave of his ikmiiy, 
and to arrange his private concerns. 

From the opening of 1202, the Orosaders began 
to converge from every point of tiie Peninsula and 
continent toward Venice ; the stream flowed steadily 
onward during the spring; and in the early part of 
the summer nearly 26,000 men had congregated on 
the Isle of San Nicolo, which was set apart by the 
Government for the purposes of a temporary camp. 
Barracks were erected at Lido for tlic troops, stables 
for the horses, storehouses for the fodder and other 
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necessaries. Fh>Ti8ioxiB of eyeiy kind were in abon- 

diince ; the pilf,n ims were supplied at a moderate rate ; 
and the Islanders left nothing nndoue which might 
lender the contract eomplete. In the nnmber of 
those who had aniTed, and who impatiently awaited 
the homr of departure, were the Count of Flanders, 
the Count of Blois, the Count of Perche, and the 
Count of Saint Pol, with their followers; Martin 
litz and the Bishop of Halberstadt, with the pil- 
grims firom the banks of the Rhine, the Meuae, and 
the Elbe. But the Marquis jBoni£ftce, General-in- 
ehief» and his Itaiiaa volanteers were still absent: 
while several thonsands, who had taken the Cross, 
were roi»orted to have violated their oath, and to have 
embarked from the ports of France, Lombaidy, and 
Belgium. Among others, Benand do Dampierre, to 
whom Theobald of Champagne had bequeathed a large 
portion of his property, with the comm ind of liia 
troops, broke his tow, and started for the Holy Land 
^m Bari, in Apnlia; it was said that a considerable 
body of Fleming had recently sailed from the harbour 
of Brugos ; and nianj, after swearing on the Gospel to 
repair to Venice within the stipulated period, employed 
by a gross l^reach of £uth the transports of Genoa and 
Mareeilles. These defections involved the most serious 
consequences. The oOth of April, the day fixed for 
the hnal ratification of the treaty, had long passed ; 
the 22nd of June, that appointed for the departure of 
the fleet, was close at hand. Of the 85,000 marks, 
which were payable to the Ducui i'isc, 63,000 only 
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wm forthooming ; those who had duly airiyed at San 
Nieolo^ and were anxious to depart at the stated time, 

though able to contribute their own shares, were not 
for the most part in a position to supply the deficiency; 
and in strictness eyen the siua already ad^anoed, 
which Montefenato and fhe other leaden of the Cm- 
bade had partly raised on the security of their own 
jewels and plate» was liable to confiscation in de£Bkult 
of the lesidne. 

The sitnation of the pilgrims grew every day more 
deplorable ; and every day it seemed to grow muro 
unlikely that they would be able to save from forfeiture 
the money which was in the hands of the Venetian 
Ck>yeniment, by satisfying the terms of the contract. 
For the troops, enervated by idleness, gradually in- 
dulged in every species of licence ; gaming and drinking 
prevailed amoDg them to an inordinate extent; and the 
French and Gennans, more especially, finding it hard 
to withstand the aUuioments %vhich were thrown in 
their way by the Venetian shop-keepers, squandered 
their slender means in costly trifles. The consequence 
was that the Camp of Lido often hecame the scene 
of nocturnal brawls and drunken affrays ; and these, 
again, repeatedly terminated in an open rupture and 
an extensive desertion. Nor were this laxity of dis- 
cipline and this refractory spirit confined to a parti- 
cular section or division of the army: they pervaded 
every rank; they were common, in a greater or less 
degree, to every class ; and even the more reasonable, 
when they perceived that the delay occasioned by the 



Digitized 



AJk. laoa.} DIFFICULTIES OF THE BABONS. 461 

perfidy c/t their confederates was obliging ihem to 
apply their snrplns to the liquidation of their cnirent 

expenses, soon began to afford imeqiiiTOcal symptoms ' 
of impatience. 

The Barons, placed in sach an unforeseen dilemma, 
found relief in a quarter where they perhaps thought 
that they were little entitled to expect it. The solici- 
tude which Monteferrato and his compeers had shown 
to fulfil their engagenientSi the personal sacrifices 
which they had made to that object, did not escape 
the eye of Dandolo ; the old man was touched by so 
strong an evidence of devotion on their part ; and he 
determined, if it was practicable, to devise some scheme 
for the solution of the difficulty. Naturally of a kind 
and generous disposition, ardent, high-spirited, patriotic, 
nor wholly a stranger himself to the pious entlinsiasm 
which he admired and appreciated in others, the Doge 
bore in miud, nevertheless, that it was mcumbent on 
him, as the sovereign of a commercial people, to act 
with circumspection and reserve. It might have been 
the private indiuation of Dandolo to reward the noble 
disinterestedness of the Ohiefii of the Crusade by 
consulting their vdshes unconditionally : but he felt 
that, in his public capacity, he could do no more 
than reconcile, so far as possible, the conflicting inte- 
rests. On the one hand, it was not to be denied that 
the payment of the 32,000 marks ought to be secured 
beyond risk ; but, on the other, it was to be considered 
that every preparation was complete for the departore ; 
the pilgrims were auzious to start; and the temper of 
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the troops rendered it expedient to raise the Camp of 
Baa Nicolo at the earliest moment. Under these 
drconiBiaiLces, the Doge sobmitted to the popular 
assembly that a compromise fihonld be aoc^ted. The 
fleet, he said, was ready to sail. There was no ground 
of compkint against his country: for the latter had 
more than acquitted itself of its engagemeiits. Bat it 
was dear that the Barons were not in a position to 
discharge their obligations. He ^^rranted, that it Dnyht 
he the interest of a trading community to enforce the 
strict observance of the treaty ; bat he was of opinion, 
that it became a great Bepnblic to entertain more 
hberal comisels, to listen to more eqtiitable terms. 
It was true that they might confiscate a sum of 
53,000 marks; bnt he conjnred them to remember 
ihat the eye of Enrope and Christendom was upon 
them ; the national honour was at stake ; and surely, 
instead of casting a slnr on the Venetian name, it 
woold be better to impose some task on the Pilgrims 
which, idiile it in no way affected the eventoal liqui- 
dation of ilio debt, would, he thouglit, bo higlily 
adTantageous to the Commune. The Doge concluded 
by suggesting, that the conconence of the Barons in 
the recoyeiy of Zara^ which was held by the King of 
Hungaiy, should be announced to them as the sole 
condition on which the Republic could consent to 
suspend the confiscation of the money advanced, and 
to defer the payment of the residne. " For,'' said his 
Serenity, unless these people help us in the matter, 
I fear much that we shall lose the place altogether." 
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This fair and senBibio proposition met with general 
approval ; the opposition of the larger contnustors and 
moiB cantions traders was overmled ; and when the 

Canliiial-lef^ate, Peter of Capua, who was then at 
Venice iu the qoaUtj of Nuncio, Tentnred to inveigh 
against the new projeet as a wicked and nefimons 
attack on the King of Hungary, a Christiaii and a 
Crusader, Dandolo contented himself with remarking, 
that the Pontiff^ his master, had no right, nor could 
he harhonr any wishi to shield a reheHions sabject ; 
moreover, that if his Eminence contemplated joining 
the present expedition as a preacher of the Cross, it 
. was well: but otherwise, that they were in no want 
of leaders or connsellors, and that he conld not be 
received in bis capacity as Papal Legate. Peter of 
Capua, not a little startled at this intimation, took 
his leave somewhat abmptly ; and the Chiefe of the 
Cmsade, on their part, readily embraced an offer 
which afforded them the hope of discharging their 
incuiubrances from the spoils of the opulent City of 
Zara. 

While the command-in-chief of the Army of the 
Coalition had been intrusted, at an early stage, to the 

Marquis Boniface, tlie naval forces of the Republic; 
still remained without a leader. There were in Yeuice 
many men of noble birth and of enunent abihties 
qualified for that high position, who had fonght xmder 
Ziani at Salboro, and under Ids successor at Saint Jean 
d'Acre ; tliere might be some, who bad gamed expe- 
rience and had attained distmction mider tlie iUostrions 
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Michieli, and who had known his son-in-law, the 
Doge P(dam; and there were perhape a few who 

conld recall the day, when a handM of stra^f^flere 
bronght the dreadful news, that the Dop^e Faliero II. 
was slain, and his army annihilated by the Hungarians. 
Bat the command of the fleet seemed to inyolve, in 
£EM$t, the eomnumd of the whole expedition ; and it 
was the policy, it might be the wish, of the Venetians, 
to nominate some person, whose rank and reputation 
entitled him to take precedence of the Allied Generals. 
Dandolo himself reliered the donbts of his comitiy- 
men, and porhapfl anticipated their choice. One 
Sunday, the people were invited to assemble in Saint 
Mark's Ghnrch to discuss that identical ^estion ; and 
when mass had been celebrated, the Doge, vacating 
the scat which he occupied, was seen to mount the 
Tribune. The action excited general curiosity : his 
words commanded muTersal attention, " I am aged 
and infirm," said the old man, " and much need have 
I of quiet and repose : yet there is perhaps no one 
more capable of leading you in this expedition, than I 
am; therefore, if yon will allow mj son to remain 
here in my place to gorem yon, I will at once take 
the Cross, and go 'with the pilgrims, to live or die with 
them, as God shall think fit." A rapturous shout of 
applause assnred him that his proposal was accepted ; 
and Dandolo, descending from the rostrum, approached 
the nave of the cathedral, and, sinking on his knees 
before the great altar of Saint Mark's,^ took the oath. 
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while the GfosB in» adjusted to the front of his dacai 
bonnet, ''where it might be plainly raible to all 
men." The example of their venerable prince was 
emulated by many Venetians, who had hitiierto stood 
aloof, and who now jomed with him in swearing to 
devote their Hves to the deliverance of the Holy 
Places. A few days later, Benicro Dandolo, his eldest 
son, was declared dnxing his father's absenee Vice- 
Doge of the Bepnblie, with Ml powers;* and, every 
obstacle having been at last j^urmoimted, the Pilgrims 
embarked at Lido, after so many months of sospense 
and dehiy, on the 8th of October, 1202. It was the 
Octaves of Saint Bhemigins.* 

The weather was exceedingly fine ; and in the 
comrse of a day or two, the licet, consisting of 280 
sail,' cast anchor off Trieste, which the Venetians 
bad long been secretly anxions to rednce to iheur 
sway. Trieste, overawed by the sight of so large and 
powexfol an armament, capitulated on the first sum- 
mons, and acquiesced in the impost of a yearly tribute 
to the Ducal Fisc of 200 gallons of wine. The 
moiety of that tribute, and an oath of allegiance to 
Venice, were in like manner exacted from Omago, 
a town ffltnated in the neighbourhood of Capo 
d'Istria. After these two achievements, wluch were 
little in harmony either with the object or the cha- 

» Da Canale (sect 37) ; Statuti di Venetia (d 27, 31 : edit. 1477). 

• J}non^ (CamtkaOimopb tmuUBBw^p^rm/nFrmfoU, lib. i. pp. 1-3). 

* Hie 50 giUcji ibrnJibed bj tbe BepoUie, SO tmuporli^ SO long 
luwlii. Hid 1 10 JDromoni or Orotsi Ugni^ tnd Utcieri or AiHb* CmallL 
See Fonnaleooi iNmiiiea AmUea dti Fcatftom, p. 16). 
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racter of the expedition, the order was giveu to pat 
ont to Bea ; and, at the end of a rapid and proeperona 
Yojage of 150 mileBy the pilgrims leaehed Zaia on the 
IQth of November. It was the eve of Saint Martin.^ 



* MichMid (lib. z. p. 232) « Sir H. NioolM {Ckronoiog^ qfHuior$^ 
p. 151). 



END OF VOL. I. 



Loodon: Rtottd tv Swn, £iMi^ ind Co., UtUe Gzm ArtMw Ocmn^ 



Digitized by 



HtsUfny 0f ihs Venetian BqnAUe: her Rise, her 
CHmtneeSf and her CiviUMition. By Carew 
HaxHU. Vols. Ill, and TV,, campUHng the 
Work^ aire in the PresSf and wiU be sharUy 

published. 



Digitized by Google 



DO NOT REMOVE 
OR 

MUTILATE CARD 



